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How Can We Make a Difference?:
Action Plan Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

What problem is our class trying to address? Why is this important to our class?
Describe the need for this problem to be addressed in our community. What facts/data show that this is a problem?
Vision: What would you like to see change?
Choose Your Action Strategy: (select one) 
	Service
	Show public support for and persuade important people
	Raise funds

	
	Raise Awareness: Public Service Announcement
	

	Our Project:
	
	


List of Projects
(For Teacher Reference)
Health:

· Organize a day of outside play with your school in honor of all active, healthy kids!
· Work with your community leaders to increase safe routes for kids to walk and ride a bike to school.
· Revitalize parks, playgrounds, and community centers.
· Collect unused eyeglasses at school for a glasses recycling project.
· Make cards or care packages for kids in the hospital or raise funds for childhood cancer research.
· Organize a blood drive, volunteer at a blood drive, or encourage others to give blood.
· Organize a fun run and donate the proceeds to a local health organization.
Environment:

· Organize a coastal cleanup to keep our lakes, rivers, and oceans clean.
· Teach your peers how to conserve water by showing them how you can save through everyday actions.
· Organize a “Trash Mob”—a flash mob/race to pick up trash in a single location for a specific time (such as 30 minutes).
· Pack a waste-free lunch for a month. Talk with your friends about how much food you throw out and the resulting impact.
· Decrease your school’s plastic waste consumption by encouraging others to use reusable water bottles and tote bags.
· Create a sustainable community garden. Research and use alternative gardening methods that won’t have a negative impact on water quality like some traditional gardening practices do.
· Organize a battery and electronics recycling drive and help your community reduce its hazardous waste.
· Host a bake sale and raise money to buy energy-efficient LED or CFL light bulbs to replace the incandescent bulbs in your school.
· Organize a Walk to School Day. Get your friends who live in different neighborhoods to lead the walk with their own group, and gather together upon arrival to celebrate!
Education:

· Donate books or host a book drive.
· Create a modified library by designating a space for donated books to be “checked out.”
· Become a tutor to someone in your school or community, and help him or her with a subject that you excel in.
· Organize a fee-based book swap for your community and donate the proceeds to a literacy organization.
Poverty and Hunger:

· Plant a community garden and donate the harvest to a local shelter.
· Organize a food drive for a local food bank or shelter.
· Host a fundraiser and donate the proceeds to an organization or charity that focuses on hunger initiatives.
· Deliver meals to those in need, such as the elderly or disabled.
· Host a food donation and backpack-stuffing event for students who need meals over the weekend.
· Sponsor a letter-writing campaign to elected officials, asking them to pass legislation that addresses childhood hunger.
· Collect, sort, and organize food for those in need and donate to a local donation center.
· Host an event such as a concert, dance performance, or poetry slam and donate the proceeds from ticket sales to a local donation center or relief organization.
Human Rights:

· Create a no-bullying video to educate others on the negative impact of bullying.
· Host a workshop for youth and their parents about cyberbullying and effective ways to use social media and the internet.
· Make your school a bullying-free zone by having everyone in the school sign a no-bullying pledge.
· Organize a collection drive for professional women’s clothing, and donate to an organization that supports women in need.
· Teach girls in your community about coding, engineering, and science.
· Host a fee-based basketball tournament to raise money for a local organization that supports immigrants.
Community Building:

· Make fleece blankets and donate them to shelters, police stations, or hospitals.
· Create emergency preparedness kits and donate them to the elderly.
· Host a fundraiser to assist families who are become displaced because of natural disasters.
· Help the elderly or disabled by doing yard work or making home repairs. • Renovate deteriorating homes.
· Remove overgrown shrubbery from abandoned homes.
· Help senior citizens or people with disabilities by making home repairs, keeping your community up and running!
Source:

· Youth Service America: Take Action by Cause (http://ysa.org/act/)
Exit Ticket: Project Teams
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Which team would you like to work on for the class project? Rank the following four choices, using a “1” for the team you are most interested in being on and a “4” for the team you are least interested in being on.

	
	Advertising: Get the word out about the project.

	
	Community Involvement: Encourage the community to join in the project.

	
	

	
	Gather Resources: Identify and get the materials you will need for the project.

	
	

	
	Organize Logistics: Plan other details so the project runs smoothly.
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How Can We Make a Difference?: Developing a Plan for Taking Action
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