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“Access to Freshwater”
It is a desperately worrying statistic that nearly one billion people in the world lack clean, healthy drinking water. Residents in the UK can turn on a tap and access safe drinking water whenever they like, but the situation is very different for the people of Africa.
Every day millions of people in Africa, usually women and girls, walk miles to have access to any water at all. The length of time it takes to collect the little water they can get means that they do not have time to do anything else during the day. Children do not get the chance to have an education simply because they are too busy collecting water.
To make matters worse, the only water they have access to is from streams and ponds. That water is usually full of diseases and makes themselves and their families very sick. Adults face the decision on a daily basis between dehydration and sickness from the water they drink. Even worse, they have to face this decision for their children.
Excerpt from Plan UK. “The Problems and Solutions to Safe Water in Africa.” Triple Pundit. 23 May 2013. Web. Accessed 15 Nov. 2016. <http://www.triplepundit.com/podium/problems- solutions-safe-water-africa/>. Used by permission.
Glossary
	Word
	Definition in your own words
	Translation

(optional)

	lack
	
	

	dehydration
	
	


Research Note-catcher: Access to Water
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.7, W.3.8

Note to teacher: The information added in this lesson is in bold italics.

Research question: Why must we act now to protect our water supply?
	Issue
	Impact

	(What is the issue people are facing with water?)
The issue is:
Water isn’t distributed across the world equally, so some people and places have a lot, but others have very little. Some of the freshwater people have access to isn’t clean.
	(How does the problem affect people?) 

It affects people by:
It affects us by: requiring almost 16 percent of people on Earth to walk more than 15 minutes to get to the nearest water supply.

The time it takes them to get water means they do not have time to do anything else during the day, including go to school.

If the water is not clean, it spreads disease and makes people sick.

	Action
	Call to Action

	(What are some ways to solve it?)
Some ways to solve the issue are:
	(Why is it important to solve the problem?)
It is important to solve the problem because:
Some people have to spend a lot of time collecting water, and others don’t have enough.
People are also getting sick from dirty water.

	Sources (page number, title, author):

pages 20–21 of One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by Rochelle Strauss
“Access to Freshwater” by Plan UK


Close Reading Guide: “Access to Freshwater”
RI.3.1, RI.3.4, L.3.4

Time: 25 minutes

	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	1. What does lack mean? (RI.3.4, L.3.4)
2. What is desperately worrying? (RI.3.1)
	· Throughout this close read, students will work in pairs to discuss answers to the questions you ask. Use different strategies to have them respond, such as cold calling, selecting volunteers, or responding chorally as a group.
· Focus students on the first part of the opening sentence, “It is a desperately worrying statistic,” and read it aloud. Read it again and invite students to read it aloud with you.
· Invite students to place their finger on the word worrying and to show worry on their faces. Select a good model to show the whole group and invite the group to popcorn out what he/she is doing with his/her face to show worry.
· Draw a simple emoticon on the displayed text to show worry. Invite students to do the same on their texts.
· Focus students on the word desperately and invite them to put their finger on it.
· Tell students that this isn’t just worrying, it is desperately worrying.
· Think-Pair-Share:
“How does the word desperately change the meaning of the word worrying?” (It makes it more serious. If something is desperate, it is bad.)

· Draw an exclamation mark above the word desperately and invite students to do the same.
· Tell students that a statistic is a fact or piece of data.
· Focus students on the rest of the sentence and read it aloud:
· “that nearly one billion people in the world lack clean, healthy drinking water.”
· Read it aloud again and invite students to read it aloud with you.
· Ask Question 1. Invite students to use the vocabulary strategies on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of the word and complete it on their glossary (being without or not having enough of something).
· Ask Question 2. (that so many people in the world don’t have access to clean, healthy, drinking water)


	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	3. How are things different in Africa? Underline the part of the text that answers this question. (RI.3.1)
4. What impact does this have? How does it affect their lives? (RI.3.1)
5. What impact does this lack of access to water have on the lives of people facing this challenge? (RI.3.1, W.3.7, W.3.8)
	· Read aloud from “Residents in the UK …” to the end of the second paragraph, “… because they are too busy collecting water” while students read along silently in their heads.
· Tell students that this was written by an organization in the UK, which is why it talks about UK residents, who are people who live in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales.
· Turn and Talk:
“It says that people in the UK can turn on a tap for safe drinking water. How does that compare to your life? Can you turn on a tap for safe drinking water?” (Responses will vary depending on the student population.)

· Ask Question 3. (Every day millions of people in Africa, usually women and girls, walk miles to have access to any water at all.)
· Focus students on the phrase “usually women and girls.” Invite students to read it aloud with you.
· Invite students to put their finger on the word usually. Think-Pair-Share:
“What does this word tell us? Is it only women and girls affected by this?” (It isn’t only women and girls affected by this, but it is usually, which means most often).

· Ask Question 4. (People don’t have the time to do anything else, including go to school).
· Focus students on the Impact box on their Research Notecatcher: Access to Water.
· Ask Question 5 and invite students to record their responses in the Impact box. See the Research Note-catcher: Access to Water (example, for teacher reference).
· Think-Pair-Share:
“What is the gist of these first two paragraphs of text? What are they mostly about?” (Millions of people in Africa have to walk miles to get access to water.)

· Invite students to note the gist in the margin of their text.


	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	6. What other issue is described in this paragraph? (RI.3.1, W.3.7, W.3.8)
7. What impact does this issue have? (RI.3.1, W.3.7, W.3.8)
8. What does dehydration mean? (RI.3.4, L.3.4)
9. Why is it important to solve this problem? (RI.3.1, W.3.7, W.3.8)
	· Focus students on the final paragraph and read it aloud while they read along silently in their heads.
· Focus students on the phrase “To make matters worse.” Read it aloud and then invite students to read it aloud chorally with you.
· Turn and Talk:
“What does this mean? How might you say this in your own words?” (Responses will vary, but may include: to make it worse, as if things weren’t bad enough.)

· Ask Question 6 and invite students to record their responses in the Issue box on their research note-catchers. Refer to the Research Note-catcher: Access to Water (example, for teacher reference).
· Ask Question 7 and invite students to record their responses in the Impact box on their research note-catchers. Continue to refer to the Research Note-catcher: Access to Water (example, for teacher reference).
· Ask Question 8. Invite students to use the vocabulary strategies on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of the word and complete it on their glossary (the body has not had enough fluid).
· Think-Pair-Share:
“Why do adults face a decision between dehydration and sickness?” (because they either don’t drink the water with diseases from streams and ponds and become dehydrated, or they drink it and become sick)

· Ask Question 9 and invite students to record their responses in the Call to Action box on their research note-catchers.
· Turn and Talk:
“What information is there about how we can solve this problem in this text?” (there isn’t any)

· Remind students that in the next unit they will read more texts about this.


Determining the Main Ideas Note-catcher:
“Access to Freshwater”
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RI.3.1, RI.3.2

	Main Idea(s)

	A lot of people in the world do not have access to clean drinking water, which can result in sickness and disease.

	Supporting Details

	Answers could include:

Nearly one billion people in the world lack clean, healthy drinking water.

	Every day millions of people in Africa, usually women and girls, walk miles to have access to any water at all.

	To make matters worse, the only water they have access to is from streams and ponds. That water is usually full of diseases and makes themselves and their families very sick.


Determining the Main Ideas Note-catcher:
“Access to Freshwater”
RI.3.1, RI.3.2
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Main Idea(s)

	1. 
	2. 

	Supporting Details

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Exit Ticket: Comparing and Contrasting Texts
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RI.3.9

Responses will vary, but may include:

	Similarities:

	Both main ideas are about how some places don’t have easy access to freshwater.

	Both supporting details explain that Africa is a country where many people don’t have access to freshwater.

	Differences:

	The main idea of “Access to Water” includes consequences, which are not mentioned in the main idea of pages 20–21 of One Well.

	The supporting details of pages 20–21 of One Well include reasons why some places don’t have access to freshwater, while “Access to Water” does not include this information.


Exit Ticket: Comparing and Contrasting Texts
RI.3.9
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Similarities:

	

	

	Differences:
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