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“The Bear and the Bee”

(For Teacher Reference)
(Based on “The Lion and the Mouse”)
Note to Teacher: Copy this story onto chart paper for display and use during Lesson 1.
Once there was a pollinator named Little Bee. Little Bee lived in the forest.

Little Bee was buzzing by when he spotted Big Bear. Big Bear was taking a nap.

Little Bee buzzed close to Big Bear. Suddenly, Big Bear woke up.

He cried, “Little Bee, you know I could kill you with my giant claws! I will let you live because you make honey, which I love to eat.” 

Little Bee thought. He said, “Big Bear, you are much larger than me. But one day, you might need my help.”

Big Bear laughed and said, “You are tiny! How could a silly little insect ever help a powerful creature like me?”

Little Bee thought again. He did not say anything. He just buzzed by and flew away.

Later, Little Bee heard a noise. It was a hunter. He had a bow and arrow, and he was ready to shoot Big Bear! 

Immediately, Little Bee flew to the hunter and buzzed in his ear. The hunter was scared. He cried, “Leave me alone!” and ran away.

Big Bear cried, “Little Bee, you saved my life! Thank you!”

Little Bee said, “I promised you I would help you. I am little, but I can do great things, too.”

Central Message: Although they may seem unimportant, small deeds can make the world a better place.

Written by EL Education for Instructional Purposes.
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Story Elements and Central Message 
Class Notes: “The Bear and the Bee”

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.2.2, RL.2.3

	Beginning
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Setting
The forest
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 Main Characters
The bear

The little bee
	Middle
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 Problem/Challenge
The bear does not believe that the bee can help him.

A hunter wants to shoot the bear.
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 Response to problem
The bee buzzes near the hunter to scare him.

	End
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Is the problem solved? How?
Yes. The hunter runs away and the bear is saved.
	Central Message
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What is the lesson or central message in this story?
Even little pollinators can do great things. 

Although they may seem unimportant, small deeds can make the world a better place.


Story Elements and Central Message 
Class Notes: “The Bear and the Bee”

RL.2.2, RL.2.3

	Beginning
[image: image19.png] 
    Setting
[image: image20.emf]
Main Characters

	Middle
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Problem/Challenge
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Response to 
problem

	End
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Is the problem solved? How?

	Central Message
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What is the lesson or central message in this story?



Story Elements and Central Message Sorting Strips: “The Bear and the Bee”

RL.2.2
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 Big Bear
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 Little Bee
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 The forest
	

	Little Bee buzzed close to Big Bear. Suddenly, Big Bear woke up.
	Big Bear cried, “Little Bee, you saved my life! Thank you!”

	Later, Little Bee heard a noise. It was a hunter. He had a bow and arrow, and he was ready to shoot Big Bear!
	Little Bee said, “I promised you I would help you. I am little, but I can do great things, too.”

	He cried, “Little Bee, you know I could kill you with my giant claws! I will let you live because you make honey, which I love to eat.”
	

	Immediately, Little Bee flew to the hunter and buzzed in his ear.
	

	The hunter cried, “Leave me alone!” and ran away.
	


Story Elements and Central Message Group Notes: “The Bear and the Bee”

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.2.2, RL.2.3

	Beginning
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    Setting
The forest
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Main Characters
Little Bee, Big Bear
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Middle
 
Problem/Challenge
· Little Bee buzzed close to Big Bear. Suddenly, Big Bear woke up.
· Later, Little Bee heard a noise. It was a hunter. He had a bow and arrow, and he was ready to shoot Big Bear!

Response to 

Problem
· He cried, “Little Bee, you know I could kill you with my giant claws! I will let you live because you make honey, which I love to eat.” 
· Immediately, Little Bee flew to the hunter and buzzed in his ear.

	End
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Is the problem solved? How?
The hunter cried, “Leave me alone!” and ran away.
Big Bear cried, “Little Bee, you saved my life! Thank you!”
	Central Message
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What is the lesson or central message in this story?

	Little Bee said, “I promised you I would help you. I am little, but I can do great things, too.”
	


Story Elements and Central Message Group Notes: “The Bear and the Bee”

RL.2.2, RL.2.3

	Beginning
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 Setting


 Main Characters
	Middle
 
Problem/Challenge


Response to problem


	End
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Is the problem solved? How?


	Central Message
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What is the lesson or central message in this story?




Language Dive Guide: “The Bear and the Bee”

(For Teacher Reference)
	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 8 for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.

	Sentence
	Although they may seem unimportant, small deeds can make the world a better place.
 (from “The Bear and the Bee”)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling because it states the central message of a fable and it uses the prefix un- to help address the Daily Learning Targets and L2.4b. This sentence connects to the Unit 1 guiding question by providing one perspective about what it means to make the world a better place. Note that this Language Dive will focus on the function of prefixes, although prefixes are not formally introduced until Lesson 4. This will give students an opportunity to preview their work with prefixes in subsequent lessons. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure Although they may seem unimportant,. After discussing this structure, students practice using it to discuss something in their lives. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when determining the central message and during the Unit 1 Assessment.

	Time
	15 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 8.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks; display and distribute the note-catcher. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 8, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart: 
“The Bear and the Bee”

(For Teacher Reference)
	Although they may seem unimportant,

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· Although: “Can you figure out why the author uses the word Although?” Although links two ideas together. It signals that the idea in the subsequent chunk will be contrasting or different/opposite from the idea in this chunk. (subordinating conjunction)
· “What does this chunk tell us?” It tells us that something might seem unimportant, or not important. un- is a prefix that means not, so un + important = not important. (verb phrase/prefix)
· “Hold up your fingers and pretend they are scissors. Now aim them at the chunk and pretend to cut un- from important. Can you figure out how the meaning of the chunk would change if we removed the prefix un-?” It would have the opposite meaning. It would mean that something may seem important. (prefix)

	small deeds

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What may not seem important?” small deeds, or little things you do on purpose; in this sentence, small deeds refers to little helpful things. Note that deeds can also refer to things you do on purpose that are unkind or unhelpful. (noun phrase)

· Invite students to draw an arrow from this chunk to they in the previous chunk.

· “What are some examples of small deeds?” helping someone clean up a spill; pollinating a flower

· Students can act out a small deed with a partner.

	can make the world a better place.

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What can small deeds do?” They can make the world better. They can change the world.

· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to share small deeds they have done to make the world a better place. Then they can switch pairs and share how they think these small deeds make the world better.


	Although they may seem unimportant,

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· “Although I may seem un- ________, I am really ________.” (Although I may seem unhappy, I am really happy.)

· To provide lighter support: “Can you extend the sentence frame by using a verb? How?” (Examples: Although I may seem unkind, I can do kind deeds.)
· To provide lighter support: “Can you use a different prefix that you might know?” (Although I may seem to be misbehaving, I am a really good listener.)
· To provide heavier support: Provide a word/phrase bank for students to use when completing the sentence frame. 
· Ask: “What prefixes did you use in the sentence? What is the function of the prefix in your sentence?” Responses will vary, but may include: I used the prefix un-, which changes the meaning of the word to its opposite.

· Students can act out two different adjectives: one with a prefix and one without a prefix (example: happy, unhappy).

	Although they may seem unimportant, small deeds can make the world a better place.

	Reconstruct
	· “Can you say this sentence in your own words?” (Even though small deeds don’t seem like a big deal, they can change the world little by little.)

· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the central message of ‘The Bear and the Bee?’” (It tells what the author wants us to learn from the story.)

	Practice (Sentence)
	· “Can we say this sentence in a different order? How?”

· To provide lighter support: “Can we divide this sentence into two or more sentences? What do we have to remove or change?”

· To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups. 

· Students can each hold a chunk and switch places to show the sentence in a different, correct order.

· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:

· Language to connect words, phrases, clauses: Although they may seem unimportant,

· Nouns and noun phrases and clauses (people, places, things): small deeds

· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): can make the world a better place.


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: 
“The Bear and the Bee”

	 Although they may seem unimportant,

	small deeds

	can make the world a better place.


Unit 1 Guiding Question Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
What does it mean to make the world a better place?[image: image17.emf]
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Determining Story Elements and Central Message: “The Bear and the Bee”
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