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“We Do What We Can” 

(For Teacher Reference)
Note to Teachers: Copy on chart paper to display in classroom. 

(Sung to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”)

We do what we can, we do what we can.

To make our space a better place, we do what we can.

But what if I am small? But what if I am small? 

How can I do anything if I am not so tall? 

There’s lots of things to do, there’s lots of things to do.

Look around the school you’re in to find the thing to do.

You can help your friends when they need a hand. 

Helping hands can make a difference all across the land.

You can help your school to make it a clean place. 

Cleaning up the mess you make will leave no trace.

We do what we can, we do what we can. 

To make our space a better place, we do what we can.

Close Read-aloud Guide: 
The Little Hummingbird
(For Teacher Reference)
RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3, RL.2.7, SL.2.2, L.2.4, L.2.4a, W.2.2

Time: 75–80 minutes (one 40-minute session, one 15-minute session, and one 25-minute culminating task)
Key understanding:
· Readers can determine the central message by considering how the character responds to the challenge.
Focus question:
· What is the central message in The Little Hummingbird?
Supporting Language and Engagement:
· During every session of the close read-aloud, identify a variety of total participation techniques (see Appendix) to engage students in the text-dependent questions. In addition, consider incorporating additional movement, role-play, and modeling as needed to support students’ understanding and engagement.
Culminating task:

· Retell The Little Hummingbird and state the author’s central message to a partner.

	Session 1: Getting the Gist and Recounting the Story 
with the Role-Play Protocol (in Lesson 2)

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Whole book
	· Display the folktale The Little Hummingbird and read the title aloud.
· Direct students’ attention to the Fluency anchor chart and select volunteers to read aloud the categories. Refer to Fluency anchor chart (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.
· Say: 
“When I read The Little Hummingbird aloud, I am going to read it smoothly, with expression, not too fast and not too slow.

· While displaying the story, read it aloud. Read the text from beginning to end without interruption. Use a document camera (if possible) so that all can enjoy the illustrations.
· After reading, using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:
“What was the gist of this text? What was it mostly about?” (a little hummingbird who does what he can to help put out a fire)

· Tell students that they now get to act out the story of The Little Hummingbird with their group.

	Pages 8, 12, and 16
	· Tell students that they will listen to The Little Hummingbird again and act out different parts to help them understand the story. Say:
“Today I read the book aloud to you, and you will act out parts from the beginning, middle, and end.”

· Referring to the Role-Play Protocol anchor chart, explain the steps:
· Point to the image of the book. Tell students you will read 
The Little Hummingbird again.
· Point to the image of the two people talking. Tell students that after they’ve heard the story again, they will brainstorm actions that match the words in the text.
· Point to the image of the slate. Tell students that when they hear “Action!” they will take on the role of the characters in the book and silently act out the part of the text.

	
	· Point to the image of the check mark. Tell students when they hear the word “Cut!” they will stop acting and be ready to listen to the book again.
· Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“What are some hand gestures, motions, or actions that could match the hummingbird flying back to the forest?” (Responses will vary, but may include: flapping arms like wings, pretending to drink water, pretending to drop water.)

· Move students into pre-determined groups and assign them to an area of the room.

· Tell students to get ready to summon their inner actor while completing the Role-Play protocol.

· Read The Little Hummingbird aloud, using voices to distinguish between the hummingbird and other animals. Stop in the following places to direct students to complete the protocol. Refer to Role-Play Protocol anchor chart (example, for teacher reference) as necessary:

· Page 8: Students act out the animal actions (elephant and tiger ran, beaver scurried to huddle at the edge of the forest).
· Page 12: Students act out the little hummingbird’s actions (sipping one drop of water; going back and forth to the forest).
· Page 16: Students act out animal action (scared, huddled movement; dialogue between bear and little hummingbird).
· Refocus students whole group and offer specific, positive feedback on their work with completing the Role-Play protocol.

	Pages 1–16
	· Introduce the focus question and invite students to follow along as you read it aloud:
· “What is the central message in The Little Hummingbird?”
· Remind students the focus question is the big question that they will try to answer when they complete their culminating task in the next lesson. Remind them that the central message is the important lesson that the author is trying to teach the reader.
· Share that now students will reread parts of the text more closely so that they can answer this focus question at the end of the close read-aloud.

	
	· Display the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird and orient students to the sections titled Beginning, Middle, and End. Explain that this chart will help them track what happens in the story in order to answer the focus question.
· Displaying the text, reread page 1 aloud.
· Ask:
“Where does this story happen?” (in the great forest)

· Record the setting in the Beginning section of the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird.
· Reread pages 2–3 aloud.
· Ask:
“Who are the main characters in this story?” (the animals of the forest)

· Record the main characters in the Beginning section of the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird.

· Using a total participation technique, ask:

“What does the word fled mean?” (to run away or escape)

How do you know?” (because the text says they left their homes; they ran/scurried/leapt away)

“Why are the animals running away? What is the problem in the story?” (There is a fire in the great forest, and the animals are scared.)

· Record the problem in the Middle section of the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird.
· Reread pages 4–9.
· Reread the text on page 6 starting with “Little Hummingbird did not abandon….”
· Define abandon (to leave behind with no plan to return; to give up responsibility).
· Continue reading to page 9.
· Using a total participation technique ask:
“What did the little hummingbird do?” (She flew to the stream and carried back drops of water to put on the fire.)

	
	“What does the author mean by ‘the little hummingbird did not abandon the forest’?” (She did not leave the forest; she did not give up responsibility for the forest.)

· Record the little hummingbird’s response in the Middle section of the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird.
· Reread page 10–11.
· Using a cold call, ask:
“What did the other animals do?” (watched the little hummingbird; said they were scared and small and couldn’t do anything to help)

· Record the other animals’ responses in the Middle section of the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird.
· Reread pages 12–17.
· Using a total participation technique ask:
“Was Little Hummingbird able to put out fire?” (no)

“What does Little Hummingbird tell the other animals?” (“I am doing what I can.”)

· Record the solution to the problem in the End section of the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird.
· Invite students to flutter their wings like hummingbirds to celebrate their smart work!

	Session 2: Identifying the Central Message (Lesson 3)

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 11–16
	· Review the focus question by inviting students to follow along as you read it aloud:
· “What is the central message in The Little Hummingbird?”
· Display the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird and briefly recount the story using the Beginning, Middle, and End sections.
· Reread pages 11–12 of the text aloud.
· Share that now, students will look more closely at the characters’ responses to the problem by reading what they said.

	
	· Direct students to the displayed Characters Responses Sheet: The Little Hummingbird and share that these are things the animals say in the story as they are watching Little Hummingbird try to put out the fire.
· Invite students to read the characters’ responses with a partner.
· Turn and Talk:
“What do you notice about what the characters are saying?” (They are afraid; they each give reasons why they cannot help put out the fire.)

“What reasons does each animal give for doing nothing?” (The fire is hot and he is scared; the fire is big, and he is small; he cannot do anything about it.)

· Reread page 13–14 of the text aloud.
· Using a total participation technique, ask:
“Why does the bear ask the hummingbird, ‘What are you doing’?” (because he doesn’t understand why she is trying to help even though she can’t put out the huge fire)

“What might the bear be thinking?” (Why is the hummingbird doing this? Why doesn’t she give up?)

	
	· Reread page 15–16 of the text aloud.
· Using a total participation technique, ask:
“Why does the hummingbird say, ‘I am doing what I can’?” (because she is doing the small thing that she can do to help put out the fire)

“What might she be thinking?” (I will try, even if I don’t succeed; I don’t know if I can put out this huge fire, but I can try.)

· Confirm that the story elements, especially how the character responds to the problem/challenge help us determine, or figure out, what the central message is.
· Say: 
“Remember, this fable is teaching us the central message by showing us how the hummingbird’s response to the fire was different from all of the other animals’ responses.”

· Say: 
“I know that the central message is the lesson or moral learned in the story. I will write the central message in this section. I know a note should be short, only a few words, to capture my thinking.”

	
	· Using a total participation technique, invite student responses from the group:
“What is the central message of The Little Hummingbird?” (Even if the challenge is great, do what you can.)

Conversation Cue: “Why do you think that?” (Responses will vary.)

· Invite several students to share their responses and fill in the Central Message section on the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird.
· Refer to Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.

· Complete Work Time B in Lesson 3 before completing the culminating task below.

	Culminating Task: Writing a Paragraph to Recount the Story and the Central Message of The Little Hummingbird (Lesson 3)

	Questions/Activities

	· Remind students of the focus question and explain that they will answer this question when they write a paragraph that recounts the story:
“What is the central message in The Little Hummingbird?”

· “Remind students that recounting the story orally is a way to plan for writing. Tell them that they should use the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird to support them in recounting the story and explaining the central message.
· Turn and Talk:
“What is your recount of The Little Hummingbird?”

· Circulate to listen as students recount the story. Refer students to the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird as needed for scaffolding.
· After 2–3 minutes, refocus students whole group.
· Invite students to listen to your oral recount of The Little Hummingbird and count the sentences.
· Say: 
“Listen to me as I use the anchor chart to help me recount the story and describe the central message of The Little Hummingbird. Use your fingers to show how many sentences I say during my description.”

	· Point to the different parts of the Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird during the following recount: “The Little Hummingbird lives in the Great Forest with other animals. One day, the forest caught on fire. All the animals in the forest were afraid and fled, but the hummingbird did not. The hummingbird used her beak to collect drops of water to try to help put out the fire. She could not put out the fire, but she tried her best to help. Even when you are not sure you can succeed, you can still do what you can.”
· Confirm with students that the recount was six sentences.
· Turn and Talk:
“What story elements did I use to describe the beginning of my oral recount?” (The story elements used to describe the beginning of the oral recount are the character, setting, and problem.)
“What story element did I use to describe the middle of my oral recount?” (The story element used to describe the middle of the oral recount is the characters’ response to problem.)

“What story element did I use to describe the end of my oral recount?” (The story element used to describe the end of the oral recount is how the problem was solved.)

· Confirm with students that these are common story elements used to describe what happens in a story.
· Remind students that the oral recount ends with the central message.
· Turn and Talk:
“What is the definition of the central message?” (the important lesson that the author is trying to teach us)

· With excitement, tell students that they will now have the chance to write down their recount of the story and central message in a paragraph.
· Distribute Fables and Folktales response notebooks.
· Transition students to their workspaces and invite them to open to the Independent Paragraph Writing Page: The Little Hummingbird (pages 2–3) of their notebooks. Tell them that they may talk with an elbow partner for support while writing their own paragraph.
· Invite students to begin writing.
· Circulate to support students while they write. Refer to Fables and Folktales response notebook (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.
· After 15 minutes, refocus whole group and invite students to close their Fables and Folktales response notebook and gather in the whole group meeting space.
· Invite students to give you an air high-five for their hard work today as writers.


Fluency Anchor Chart

RF.2.4

Note to Teachers: Copy on chart paper to display in classroom. 
To read fluently, I can …

	Read smoothly 
	Read words correctly 

	Read with expression 
	Read like I am talking 

	Read with meaning 
	Change my voice to match punctuation 

	Read at just the right speed 
	Reading is not too slow and not too fast 


Role-Play Protocol Anchor Chart

Note to Teachers: Copy on chart paper to display in classroom.
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	1. Listen carefully as a certain part of the text is read again.
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	With your group or partner, brainstorm actions that match the text.
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	When the reader says “Action!” begin acting out the text being read aloud. Be responsible with your body.
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	When you hear the word “Cut!” stop acting, turn your voice off, and be ready to listen for next steps.


Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.2.2, RL.2.3

	Beginning
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    Setting
The great forest 
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Main Characters
· The Little Hummingbird 
· All the animals of the forest
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Middle
 
Problem/Challenge
· The Great Forest caught on fire.
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Response to 

Problem
· Other Animals: ran away; did not help
· The Little Hummingbird: tried to help by carrying water

	End
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Is the problem solved? How?
· No, the fire wasn’t put out. But the Little Hummingbird did what she could.
	Central Message
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What is the lesson or central message in this story?
Even if the challenge is great, do what you can to help.


Story Elements and Central Message Class Notes: The Little Hummingbird

Note to Teachers: Copy on chart paper to display in classroom

RL.2.2, RL.2.3

	Beginning
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 Setting
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 Main Characters
	Middle
 
Problem/Challenge


Response to problem

	End
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Is the problem solved? How?


	Central Message
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What is the lesson or central message in this story?




Characters’ Responses Sheet: 
The Little Hummingbird
Note to Teachers: Copy on chart paper to display in classroom.

RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3

	“This fire is hot, and I am scared.”
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	“This fire is so big, and I am small.”
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	“I can’t do anything about this fire.”
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	“My wings will burn!”
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	“I am doing what I can.”
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade 2: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 2


Close Read-aloud, Session 1: 


The Little Hummingbird
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