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“Bunnyyarl the Flies 
and Wurrunnunnah the Bees”

Note to Teachers: Copy and distribute one copy per student. 
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(Australian Aboriginal folktale)

	1
	Once there were two groups of people, the Bunnyyarl (bunny-yarl) and the Wurrunnunnah (war-a-noo-nah). They were family, and they lived in one camp. The Wurrunnunnah worked very hard. They always gathered food, even when there was already enough. They did this so that they would have enough later. The Bunnyyarl did not think about the future. They wasted their time playing. They never thought about getting enough food for later.

	2
	One day the Wurrunnunnah said, “Come out with us. We are going to gather honey from flowers. Soon the winter winds will blow the flowers away. Then there will be no more honey to gather.”

	3
	“No,” said the Bunnyyarl, “We have something to do here.” And off they went, wasting their time. They knew that the Wurrunnunnah would share their honey with them. 

	4
	The Wurrunnunnah went alone and left the Bunnyyarl to waste their time. The Wurrunnunnah gathered the flowers and stored the honey, and never more went back to live with the Bunnyyarls, for they were tired of doing all the work.

	5
	As time went on the Wurrunnunnah were changed into little wild bees, and the lazy Bunnyyarls were changed into flies.


“Bunnyyarl the Flies and Wurrunnunnah the Bees” is from Australian Legendary Tales, published in 1896 by K. Langloh Parker, one of the first collections of folklore from the Australian Aboriginal people to be translated and published in English.
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Sources: http://www.sacred-texts.com/aus/alt/alt30.htm
  https://archive.org/details/cu31924029909060
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Example, for Teacher Reference

Note to Teachers: Copy the table and headings onto chart paper for use during Work Time B.
	Beginning
	Middle
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 Setting

Fall

Winter
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 Main Characters

Group of hard workers 

Group of lazy people 
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 Problem/Challenge

Lazy people only play; don’t want to collect food

Hard workers want lazy people to help
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Response to problem/ challenge

Hard workers move away

	End
	Central Message
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Is the problem solved? How?
Lazy people have no food; become flies

Hard workers move away; become bees
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What is the lesson or central message in this story?
It is better to work hard to help others than to just play all day.
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Is the problem solved? How?
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What is the lesson or central message in this story?
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Determining Story Elements and Central Message: “Bunnyyarl the Flies and Wurrunnunnah the Bees”
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