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“What’s Best? Language Dive Guide I:
The Debate about Pale Male’s Nest”

(For Teacher Reference)
	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 3, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.

	Sentence
	All the birdwatchers are angry and upset, but others think it is the right thing to do. (from “What’s Best? The Debate about Pale Male’s Nest”)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling because it is a compound sentence that uses the determiners all and the to help address L1.1h. In addition, it helps address the daily learning targets by expressing a main idea of “What’s Best? The Debate about Pale Male’s Nest.” This sentence connects to the guiding question by helping us understand why people have different opinions about birds. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: All the birdwatchers. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when they identify key ideas and details in the text, when they write compound sentences to express opinions supported by reasons, and during the unit assessment.

	Time
	15 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 3.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the Chunk Chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 3, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart I: “What’s Best? The Debate about Pale Male’s Nest”

(For Teacher Reference)
	All the birdwatchers

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Who is this sentence about?” all the birdwatchers (noun/subject)
· All: “Can you figure out why the author wrote all?” All refers to every one of the birdwatchers. (determiner)
· the: “What if we remove the? How does the meaning change?” (The tells us which birdwatchers: the birdwatchers in the neighborhood, not in the whole world.)
· Students can stand up and raise their hands to wiggle all their fingers, some of their fingers, or many of their fingers.

	are angry and upset,

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “How are the birdwatchers?” They are angry and upset.
· “What are they angry and upset about?” the nest being taken down; angry and upset are adjectives; angry tells us the neighbors have a strong, bad feeling about taking the nest down, and upset tells us they are also uncomfortable and hurt. (verb phrase)
· Students can stand up acting angry and upset and say the part of the jazz chant about what the birdwatchers think should happen to the nest. (Leave that nest up! Leave it up! Leave it up! Leave that nest up!)

	but others think

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· others: “Who is this chunk about?” Others refers to different people from the ones already mentioned; others in this chunk are the neighbors. (pronoun)
· think: “What do others do?” They think, or have a feeling or opinion.
· but: “Can you figure out why the author wrote but?” The author inserts but to emphasize that how the birdwatchers feel conflicts with what the neighbors feel about the nest being taken down. (conjunction)

	it is the right thing to do.

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· it: “What does this chunk tell us?” It refers to taking the nest down. The neighbors think doing this is the best action to take. (pronoun)
· Students can stand up and say the part of the jazz chant that relates to what the neighbors think is the right thing to do. (Take this nest down! Take it down! Take it down! Take this nest down!)

	All the birdwatchers

	Practice

(Focus structure)
	· ________ [All/Many of/Some of] the students like to play tag at recess, but others think ________ [what others think]. (Some of the students like to play tag at recess, but others think it is a hard game.)
· To provide lighter support: “Can you use the conjunction because to extend the sentence frame? How?” (Example: Some students like to play tag at recess, but others think it is a hard game because there is so much running.)
· To provide heavier support: Provide a word/phrase bank for students to use when completing the sentence frame.
· Ask: “What determiners did you use in your sentence? What is the function of the determiners in your sentence?” (Responses will vary, but may include: I used the determiner some, which tells the number of students is more than one but is not stated.)
· Invite students to show a partner all of their fingers, some of their fingers, or many of their fingers.


	All the birdwatchers are angry and upset, but others think it is the right thing to do.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” (All of the birdwatchers are unhappy, but the neighbors think the best decision is to take the nest down.)
· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the main idea of ‘What’s Best? The Debate about Pale Male’s Nest’?” (It helps me understand that there were people who wanted to leave the nest up and others who wanted to take it down)
· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (It helps us understand why people have different opinions about birds; some people think the birds need a place for their nest, but others don’t think birds should nest in their building.)

	Practice (Sentence)
	· “Can we say this sentence in a different order? How?” (Others think it is the right thing to do, but all the birdwatchers are angry and upset.)
· To provide lighter support: “Can we divide this sentence into two or more sentences? What do we have to remove or change?” (The birdwatchers are angry and upset. Others think it is the right thing to do. We have to get rid of the conjunction but.)
· To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence and the determiners in home language groups. Students can each hold a chunk and switch places to show the sentence in a different, correct order.

	
	· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:
· Nouns and noun phrases and clauses (peoples, places, things, ideas): All the birdwatchers / but others think

· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): are angry and upset,

· Language to connect words, phrases, clauses: but others think

· Language to make references: it is the right thing to do.

· Language to talk about quantity: All the birdwatchers


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks I: 
“What’s Best? The Debate about 
Pale Male’s Nest”

	All the birdwatchers

	are angry and upset,

	but others think

	it is the right thing to do.
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade 1: Module 4: Unit 2: Lesson 3


Focused Read-aloud: “What’s Best? The Debate about Pale Male’s Nest”
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