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Ornithologist Letter #2 

L.1.4

Dear Students,

I am very proud of how much you learned about bird helpers in stories! You learned a lot about how people and animals can show respect and compassion for birds. That’s very important to us ornithologists. Not all people think we should care about birds, though. They continue to ask:

“Why should we care about birds?”

Another reason we should care about birds is because they can have an impact, or affect, on our lives. Birds are all around us, and sometimes they do amazing things, but other times they may do things that pester us. Sometimes people have different feelings about birds. As you continue your study of birds, I would like for you to think about this question: 

“Why do people have different opinions about birds?”

You are going to read, talk, and write about a very unusual bird named Pale Male. Pale Male affected a lot of people’s lives. I will be curious to hear your opinion, or what you think, about Pale Male after you complete your research. Good luck!

Your friend,

The Ornithologist

Picture Puzzle Images

Completed Picture Image #1

Note to Teachers: Cut each Picture Puzzle image into three or four pieces, depending on the number of students in the class. Place all of the pieces of each puzzle in a plastic bag or envelope with the corresponding image number. Do not include the caption with the picture puzzle image. Also make one copy of each complete picture image and caption to display in Work Time B.
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Many birds build nests so they have a safe place to sleep.
Picture Puzzle Images, continued
Completed Picture Image #2
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Many birds build nests to keep their babies safe.
Picture Puzzle Images, continued
Completed Picture Image #3
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Many birds build nests to keep their eggs safe.
Picture Puzzle Images, continued
Completed Picture Image #4
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Some birds build nests inside holes in trees.
Picture Puzzle Images, continued
Completed Picture Image #5
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Some birds make nests inside buildings.
Picture Puzzle Images, continued
Completed Picture Image #6
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Some birds make nests underground. 
Picture Puzzle Images, continued
Completed Picture Image #7
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Some birds make nests on the outside of buildings.
Picture Puzzle Protocol Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
	Picture Puzzle Protocol

	[image: image8.jpg]



	Look closely at the puzzle piece.
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	Listen for the teacher’s signal.
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	Take turns describing what you see and listening to others.
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	Complete the picture puzzle.
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	Take turns talking and listening to others.
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	After all group members have shared, raise your hand.


Nest Caption Pieces

Note to Teachers: Cut each word of the caption into a separate piece and place in a plastic bag or envelope with the corresponding caption number. 

#1

Many    birds    build    nests 
so    they    have    a    safe 
place    to    sleep.

#2

Many    birds    build    nests 
to    keep    their    babies   safe. 

Nest Caption Pieces, continued
#3

Many    birds    build    nests 
to    keep    their    eggs    safe.

#4

Some    birds    build    nests inside    holes    in    trees.
Nest Caption Pieces, continued
#5

Some    birds    make    nests inside    buildings.

#6

Some    birds    make    nests underground.

Nest Caption Pieces, continued
#7

Some    birds    make    nests on    the    outside    of buildings.
Bird Nests Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
Note to Teachers: Place the completed Picture Puzzle images in the corresponding column of the anchor chart.
	Why do birds build nests?
	Where do birds build nests?

	Completed picture image #1

Completed picture image #2
Completed picture image #3


	Completed picture image #4

Completed picture image #5
Completed picture image #6
Completed picture image #7
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Building Background Knowledge: �Bird Nests
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