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Language Dive Guide: Mama Miti

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 6, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.

	Sentence
	She planted trees in her backyard and sat under them to refresh her body and spirit. (from page 3 of Mama Miti by Donna Jo Napoli)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling and complex because it uses prepositional phrases to provide detailed information about where and why people plant trees. It addresses L.K.1e with the prepositions in and under. It connects to the guiding question by encouraging students to think about the places and reasons that people plant trees. Students practice orally constructing their own sentence about what they would do under a tree and why. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure under them. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of the sentence throughout the unit and in the assessment when discussing and writing about places and reasons that people plant trees.

	Time
	10 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
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	She planted trees

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· planted trees: “What did Wangari do?” (verb phrase)  

· Students can quietly stand in place and pretend to plant seeds in the ground, then lift their hands to demonstrate a tree growing.

	in her backyard

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “Where did Wangari plant trees?” This chunk tells us that she planted them in her backyard. A backyard is a place for plants, grass, trees, and playing that is behind a house. Circle or shade the word in with a marker to highlight the preposition. in is a preposition that helps us answer the question, “where?” (prepositional phrase) 

· Students can discuss for 30 seconds with a partner what you might see, find, or do in a backyard.

	and sat

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What did Wangari do after she planted trees?” She sat. (verb) 

· Students can quietly pull their knees to their chests to role-play sat.

	under them

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Where did Wangari sit?” She sat under, or beneath, the trees. Indicate with a hand gesture under. Circle or shade under with a marker. under is a preposition that helps us answer the question, “where?” under them means beneath the branches and leaves, not beneath the whole tree, which would be under the ground. 
(prepositional phrase) 


	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	·  “Which thing happened first: Wangari planted the trees, or she sat under them? How do you know?” She planted them first. You have to plant the tree and let it grow before you can sit under its branches and leaves. The author left out information about the trees growing, but we know they did because Wangari sat under them. Also, the chunk She planted trees comes first in the sentence.

· In pairs, students can role-play sitting under a tree. One partner is the tree and the other partner sits under his or her arms stretched out as branches.

	to refresh her body and spirit.

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Why did Wangari sit under the trees?” To rest and feel better in her body and spirit. (verb phrase) 

· Students can close their eyes, inhale and exhale three times slowly and deeply, imagining they are under a tree refreshing their body and spirit. Then they can open their eyes in a bright, active way to signify being rested and ready to go.

	under them

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	●
I would _________ [play/read/sleep] under _________ [the branches/the trees/the leaves]. 
— To provide lighter support: Challenge students to extend the frame with a reason. (I would _________ [play/read/sleep] under _________ [the branches/trees/leaves] to _________ [have fun/learn/rest]. 

— To provide heavier support: Provide a word bank, refer back to the Module 4 Guiding Question anchor chart for ideas, and offer a model. 

●
In pairs, students can repeat the role-play, this time performing the different activities they brainstormed.


	She planted trees in her backyard and sat under them to refresh her body and spirit.

	Reconstruct
	●
“How can you say this sentence in your own words?” (Responses will vary, but may include: Wangari planted trees in her backyard and sat under them to rest and feel better.)

●
“How does this Language Dive help us understand more about where and why people plant trees?” This sentence helps us understand that one place people plant trees is in their backyard and one reason to sit under trees is to help your body and spirit feel better.

	Practice (Sentence)
	●
“Can we divide this sentence into two or more sentences? What do we have to remove or change?” 

· To provide lighter support: If students are unsure, consider moving the chunks that comprise the sentences to two separate sides of the board to provide a visual scaffold. 

· To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups. Add the nouns in students’ home languages to the Parts of Speech anchor chart. 

	
	●
Language chunk wall suggestions: 

· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): She planted trees / and sat / to refresh her body and spirit
· Language to talk about location: in her backyard / under them


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: 
Mama Miti

	She planted trees

	in her backyard

	and sat

	under them

	to refresh her body and spirit.
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade K: Module 4: Unit 2: Lesson 6


Reading, Speaking, and Listening: Focused Read-aloud:


Mama Miti
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