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	Enjoying and Appreciating Trees
	Kindergarten: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 2
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“The Many Meanings of Words”

L.K.4a

Have you heard?

You can mean two different things with the same word!

I’ll show you with parts of a tree.
Get ready, because it surprised me!

You know a thin or thick wooden stick?
Well, you can also stick a stamp with one lick.

You know the green leaves you find on a tree?
Well, you can leave your house and sail the sea. 

You know how a tree trunk is so strong?
Well, you can put toys in a toy trunk where they belong.

You know trees are covered in bark that’s brown?
Well, you can hear a dog’s bark all around town.
Asking Questions to Understand a Story
Anchor Chart 

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

SL.K.2

	If you …
	Ask …

	Are confused
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	“Can you please help me understand ____________?”

	Don’t know who the characters are
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	“Who is ____________?”

	Don’t know what happened in the story 
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	“What happened when ____________?”

	Don’t know where something is
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	“Where is ____________?”

	Don’t know what a word means
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	“What does the word ____________ mean?”


Close Read-aloud Guide: A Tree for Emmy
(For Teacher Reference)

RL.K.1, RL.K.2, RL.K.3, RL.K.4, RL.K.5, RL.K.6, RL.K.9, W.K.8, SL.K.2
Time: 80 minutes (four 20-minute sessions)

Key understanding: 

·  Characters experience events in a story in similar and different ways.
Focus question:

· What is the same and different about the experiences of the characters in A Tree for Emmy?
Supporting Language and Engagement:

During every session of the close read-aloud, identify a variety of total participation techniques (see Module 1 Appendix) to engage students in the text-dependent questions. In addition, consider incorporating additional movement, role-play, and modeling as needed to support students’ understanding and engagement.
Culminating task: 

Draw and write about one thing that Emmy and her family did that was the same in the story. Draw and write about one thing that Emmy and her family did that was different in the story.

Close Read-aloud Guide: A Tree for Emmy
	Session 1: Getting the Gist and Asking Questions to Better Understand a Story

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Whole book
	· Display the text A Tree for Emmy by Mary Ann Rodman and read the title, author’s name, and illustrator’s name aloud to students.
· Direct students’ attention to the author, Mary Ann Rodman, and the illustrator, Tatjana Mai-Wyss. Ask:
“What does the author do?” (write the words)

 “What does the illustrator do?” (create the illustrations)

· Remind students of the unit guiding question: 
· “How are trees important to others?” 
· Explain to students that this is one of many stories they will read to answer the unit guiding question.
· Read the text from beginning to end without interruption. Use a document camera (if possible) so that all can enjoy the illustrations.  
· After reading, use a total participation technique to invite responses from the group: 
“What was this text mostly about?” (a girl who wanted a tree for her birthday)

	Asking Questions to Understand a Story
	· Explain to students that they will now practice using the Asking Questions to Understand a Story anchor chart.
· Reread aloud pages 1–3.
· Pause after reading page 3 and ask:
“What question could we ask about the setting, the place where the story happens?” (Responses may vary.)

· Model using the Asking Questions to Understand a Story anchor chart to ask a question about the setting:
“Where is this story taking place?” (outside; in her grandmother’s pasture)

· Invite students to turn and talk with a partner and use the anchor chart to ask a question about the word pasture. 

	
	· Ask:
“What question could you ask about this word to help you better understand the story?” (What does the word pasture mean?)

· Point to the part of the anchor chart for asking about word meaning. Give students the meaning of the word pasture (land, often on a farm, that is used for horses and cows). 

· Ask:

“How does asking about the meaning of the word pasture help us understand the story better?” (It helps us know where the story is happening, and where her favorite tree is.)

· Continue reading until page 10.  

· Point and read the row on the anchor chart for asking questions about characters. 

· Invite students to turn and talk with a partner and use the anchor chart to ask a question about the characters on this page. 
“What question could you ask about the characters on this page to help you better understand the story?” (Responses may vary, but could include: Who is the little girl in the sandbox? Is that Emmy’s dog?)

· Explain that rereading the text can sometimes help answer your questions. 

· Reread page 10 and ask:

“Does the text say who these other characters are?” (no)

“What might the answer to our question be based on clues in the words and pictures?” (The girl might be the little sister and the dog might be her pet because they are in her yard.)

· Congratulate students on using the anchor chart to ask questions to better understand the story. Tell them they will continue to ask and answer questions about this story in order to better understand this story and how trees are important to the characters in the story.


	Session 2: Introducing the Focus Question and Comparing Characters’ Experiences

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages: 1–5


	· Display A Tree for Emmy.
· Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“What type of text is this?” (a storybook)

“How do you know?” (It tells the story of Emmy and her family.)

· Introduce the focus question and invite students to follow along as you read it aloud:

“What is the same and different about the experiences of the characters in A Tree for Emmy?”

· Post the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy and explain that the class will use this anchor chart to see what is the same and different about what the characters do in the story.

· Point to the Asking Questions to Better Understand a Story anchor chart. Explain that during this close read-aloud you will ask them questions but you will also pause to see if they have questions about the story’s characters, setting, events, or words to help them better understand the story.

· Read pages 1–5. Ask:

“How are trees important to Emmy? How is Emmy enjoying the tree? Act it out.” (by swinging on its branches)

· Show students the Trees Are Important Word Wall card for swing (to move back and forth) and follow the same process established in Modules 1–3: Provide its definition, clap out its syllables, use it in a sentence, and place the Word Wall card and picture for it on the Trees Are Important Word Wall.
· Ask:

“Are there any other words we might ask about?” (Responses will vary.)

· Define the words students ask about. Be sure to define the following words:

· declare (to say strongly or firmly)
· stubborn (not willing to accept change, help, or control).
· wild (animals or plants that live and grow naturally)

	Pages: 6–10
	· Read aloud pages 6–10.

· Pause after reading page 10 and prompt students to turn and ask a question to their partner using the Asking Questions to Understand a Story anchor chart. Remind them to ask about more than just the meaning of words. 

· Model asking a question using the “I am confused” row of the anchor chart. Ask:

“Can you help me understand why Emmy keeps saying the mimosa tree is ‘Stubborn and strong, and a little bit wild Just like me’?” (Responses will vary, but may include: She is strong and wild like the mimosa tree; she loves all the strong and wild parts of the mimosa tree, blossoms, seedpods, branches, etc.)

· Direct students’ attention to the Beginning row of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Tell students that you would like to ask them a question about some of the main events in the beginning of the story. Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“What does Emmy do in the beginning? Act out what Emmy does with the tree.” (She plays with the tree: swings on the branches, pretends to be a bug, shakes the seedpods like a maraca.)

“What does Emmy’s family do in the beginning? Act out what the family does with the tree.” (They do not play with the tree.)

· As students share out, capture their responses in the Beginning row of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Think aloud that Emmy and her family do different things. Write the letter “D” for different in the column of the anchor chart labeled “Is it the same or different?” Refer to Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.
· Tell students that they are going to continue reading some of the 
middle of the story.

	Pages: 10–13
	· Read aloud pages 10–13.

· Pause after reading page 13 and prompt students for questions using the Asking Questions to Understand a Story anchor chart. Discuss two or three questions from students referencing the text when answering.

	
	· Turn and Talk:

“Why do you think Emmy wants a mimosa tree for her birthday gift?” (She enjoys the tree at her grandma’s house and wants one of her own.)
· Direct students’ attention to the Middle row of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Using a total 
participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“What does Emmy do in the middle?” (asks for a mimosa tree for her birthday)

“What does Emmy’s family do in the middle?” (agree to get her a mimosa tree)

· As students share out, capture their responses in the Middle row of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Think aloud that Emmy and her family do the same things. Write the letter “S” for same in the column of the anchor chart labeled “Is it the same or different?” 

· With excitement, give students specific, positive feedback on 
participating in the read-aloud and helping to determine key details about the characters, setting, and major events and key details in the beginning and middle of the story.

· Tell students that they will continue reading and tracking the 
experiences of Emmy and her family in the next lesson.

	Session 3: Comparing Characters’ Experiences Continued

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages: 14–17
	· Display the text A Tree for Emmy.
· Remind students of the focus question and invite students to follow along as you read it aloud:

“What is the same and different about the experiences of the characters in A Tree for Emmy?”

· Point the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy and ask students to recount the main events in the story:

“What has happened so far in the story?” (Emmy loves the mimosa tree in her grandmother’s pasture. She loves to play with its branches and flowers and seedpods, and she wants one of her own for her birthday.)

	
	· Point to the Asking Questions to Better Understand a Story anchor chart. Remind students that during this close read-aloud you will ask them questions, but you will also pause to see if they have questions about the story’s characters, setting, events, or words.

· Read aloud pages 14–17

· Pause after reading page 17 and prompt students for questions using the Asking Questions to Understand a Story anchor chart. Discuss two or three questions from students referencing the text when answering.

· Using a total participation technique, ask:

“Why don’t the stores sell mimosa trees?” (They don’t sell wild trees.)

· Direct students’ attention to the Middle row of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Using a total 
participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“What does Emmy do in the middle? Act it out.” (goes to different stores looking for a mimosa tree)

“What does Emmy’s family do in the middle? Act it out.” (take her to different stores to look for a mimosa tree)

· As students share out, capture their responses in the Middle 
section of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Think aloud that Emmy and her family do the same thing. Point to the letter “S” for same in the column of the anchor chart labeled “Is it the same or different?”, which was added in Lesson 3. Refer to Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.

	Pages 18–19
	· Read aloud pages 18–19.

· Point to the “If you ... are confused” section of the Asking Questions to Understand a Story anchor chart. Using a total 
participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“Can you help me understand this major event? Why is Emmy crying?” (because none of the stores sold mimosa trees, so she could not get her birthday present)

	Pages: 20–23
	· Read aloud pages 20–23.

· Pause after reading page 23 and prompt students for questions using the Asking Questions to Understand a Story anchor chart.

· Direct students’ attention to the End row of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“Where is the mimosa tree found, and who finds it—Emmy or her family?” (Emmy finds a mimosa tree at her grandmother’s house.)

· As students share out, capture their responses in the End section of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Think aloud that Emmy and her family do different things. Write the letter “D” for different in the column of the anchor chart labeled “Is it the same or different?”

	Pages: 24–25
	· Read aloud pages 24–25.

· Pause at page 25 and point to the “If you ... are confused” section of the Asking Questions to Understand the Story anchor chart. Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“Emmy called her the tree a ‘dumb old tree’ on this page. I am confused. Why is she calling her tree names?” (because the tree will take a long time to grow big and tall, and Emmy doesn’t want to wait)

“What is another way she could have shared her feelings without calling names?” (She could have told her parents she was upset that her tree would take so long to grow.)

	Pages: 26–29
	· Read aloud pages 26–29.

· Pause after reading page 29 and prompt students for questions using the Asking Questions to Understand a Story anchor chart. Discuss two or three questions from students referencing the text when answering.

· Direct students’ attention to the End row of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“What else does Emmy do at the end? Act it out.” (builds a fence to protect the tree)

“What else does Emmy’s family do at the end? Act it out.” (help Emmy build a fence to protect the tree)

· As students share out, capture their responses in the End section of the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy. Think aloud that Emmy and her family do the same thing. Divide the End section and write the letter “S” for same in the column of the anchor chart labeled “Is it the same or different?”

	Page: 30
	· Read aloud page 30. Show the illustration and allow students time to look closely.

· Turn and Talk:

“What happened to Emmy’s tree?” (She took good care of it, so it grew tall and strong.)

· Give students specific, positive feedback on participating in the close read-aloud and tell them that in the next lesson they will think and write about the focus question: 

“What is the same and different about the experiences of the characters in A Tree for Emmy?”

	Session 4: Culminating Task: Independent Writing to Compare Characters

	Questions/Activities

	· Direct students’ attention to the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy and review the big ideas.

· Using a total participation technique, invite responses from the group:

“What is something that Emmy and her family did that we can compare, or that was the same?” (They both looked for a mimosa tree at the store. They worked together to build a fence to protect the tree.)

· Conversation Cue: “Who can add on to what your classmate said? I’ll give you time to think.” (Responses will vary.)
“What is something that Emmy and her family did that we can contrast, or that was different?” (Emmy played with the mimosa tree, but her family didn’t. Emmy found the mimosa tree at her grandma’s, but the family didn’t.)

· Conversation Cue: “Do you agree or disagree with what your classmate said? Why? I’ll give you time to think.” (Responses will vary.)
· Remind students that they were tracking ways Emmy and her family had the same or different experiences throughout the read-aloud of A Tree for Emmy, so now they can compare and contrast what those characters do.

	· Display pages 1–2 of the Same and Different Note-catcher: A Tree for Emmy. 

· Tell students that they will use this note-catcher to draw and write about one thing 
that is the same about Emmy and her family on Page 1 and one thing that is different on Page 2 before they discuss their ideas with a partner. They can find the information on the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy.
· Focus students on page 1, labeled “Same,” and point to the boxes underneath. While pointing to the boxes, tell students that this is where they will write and draw what is the same between Emmy and her family.
· Focus students on page 2, labeled “Different,” and point to the boxes underneath. While pointing to the boxes, tell students that this is where they will write and draw what is different between Emmy and her family.
· Point out that the Same and Different note-catchers, pencils, and colored pencils are already at their workspaces.
· Transition students to their workspaces and invite them to use the Character Comparison Anchor Chart: A Tree for Emmy and Trees Are Important Word Wall as they write.
· Circulate to support students as they work. Refer to Same and Different Note-catcher: A Tree for Emmy (example, for teacher reference) as needed.
· After 10–15 minutes, signal students to stop working. 


Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Cover Page

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b
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Name: Kushaan
Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 1 

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	Student sketch of kids climbing a tree




A kid is swinging from the branches. The kid is going up the trunk. The dad is helping the kid to climb.

Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 2 

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	Student sketch of people relaxing under the tree.




People are relaxing in the shade. The kid is drinking water. Another kid and mom are reading a book.

Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 3  

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	Student sketch of kids playing hide and seek.


Kids are playing hide and seek. A kid is behind the tree trunk. A kid is up in the branches.

Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 4   

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	Student sketch of kids playing in a treehouse.




Kids are playing in a treehouse. A kid is climbing the ladder. A kid is waving a flag.

Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 5   

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	Student sketch of kids playing in the leaves.


Kids are playing in the leaves. Kids are raking leaves into a pile. 
A kid is throwing leaves in the air. A kid is jumping into a leaf pile.

Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 6   

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	Student sketch of kids napping under a tree.


Kids are napping in the shade. Kids are lying on a blanket.

Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Cover Page

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b
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Name: _____________________________________________

Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 1 

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	


	

	

	


Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 2 

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	


	

	

	


Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 3  

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	


	

	

	


Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 4   

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	


	

	

	


Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 5   

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	


	

	

	


Enjoying Trees Journal, Part 1 - Page 6   

W.K.8, SL.K.4, L.K.1b, L.K.2a, L.K.2b

Directions: Sketch the picture and write sentences to describe how the person in the photograph is enjoying the tree.

	


	

	

	


Enjoying Trees Image 1
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MODULE LESSONS 


Kindergarten: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 2


Reading, Asking Questions, and Writing: Close Read-aloud, Session 1: A Tree for Emmy and Enjoying Trees Journal
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