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Expert Group Finding the Gist and
Unfamiliar Vocabulary Note Catcher
RI.3.4, L.3.4

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Source: My Librarian Is a Camel 
“Finland,” pages 14–15 “Thailand,” pages 28–29 “Zimbabwe,” pages 30–31 
	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Paragraph 1
	
	
	

	Paragraph 2
	
	
	

	Paragraph 3
	
	
	


	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Paragraph 4
(use as needed)
	
	
	

	Paragraph 5 (use as needed)
	
	
	

	Paragraph 6 (use as needed)
	
	
	

	Box in the upper right corner
	
	
	


Expert Group Finding the Gist and
Unfamiliar Vocabulary Note Catcher

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.3.4, L.3.4

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Source: My Librarian Is a Camel 
“Finland,” pages 14–15 “Thailand,” pages 28–29 “Zimbabwe,” pages 30–31 
	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Paragraph 1
	Some islands in Finland are hard to get to and don’t have many people living on them, so librarians use boats to bring books to the people living there. 
	consists 


	is made up or formed 



	Paragraph 2
	The boat sails from island to island from May to October. 


	assistant

scrambling 


	someone who supports or helps someone else 

moving quickly using both the hands 

and feet 

	Paragraph 3
	The children living on these islands are always happy to see the boat and to get new books. 


	supply
	materials that you keep available and use whenever you need them 




	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Paragraph 4
(use as needed)
	
	
	

	Paragraph 5 (use as needed)
	
	
	

	Paragraph 6 (use as needed)
	
	
	

	Box in the upper right corner
	Finland is a country in northern Europe. It has many lakes and islands, and parts of it are under snow and ice all year long. 


	region

communities 


	an area of the earth’s surface that has certain features of land and climate 

groups of people who live close together or have shared interests 




“Finland,” pages 14–15 “Thailand,” pages 28–29 “Zimbabwe,” pages 30–31 


	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Paragraph 1
	In northern Thailand, tribal people cannot read or write, but the government wants to change that.
	program

includes 
	a plan of what will be done has or 

contains as a part 

	Paragraph 2
	Some librarians use elephants to bring books to these hard- to-reach places. 
	transportation 


	a way to carry something from one place to another 



	Paragraph 3
	Elephants carry books to villages and visit seven or eight villages each trip. 
	region 


	an area of the earth’s surface that has certain features of land and climate 

	Paragraph 4
	Elephants bring books to 37 villages all together. 


	providing 


	giving what is needed; supplying 



	Paragraph 5
	The elephants also carry slates that are used to help teach children how to read and write. 
	materials
	anything use for building or making something

	Paragraph 6
	In Bangkok, old train carriages have been turned into libraries as safe places for street children to learn to read and write. 


	transformed

paneling
	changed the form, look, or shape of

the part of a door or wall that is set apart from the area around it by being raised, sunken, or decorated 



	Box in the upper right corner
	Thailand is in Southeast Asia and has a climate that changes from season to season. 


	varies
	changes, differs


	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Paragraph 1
	In western Zimbabwe, donkey carts carry library books to hard-to- reach places. 


	communities

within 
	groups of people who live close together or have shared interests in

the inner part of; inside 

	Paragraph 2
	Donkey carts  can reach small communities that are hard for cars to get to. They leave books for a month at a time. 


	volunteer

skills

vehicles
	a person who offers to work or help without pay 

the power or ability to perform a task well, 

especially because of training or practice 

something used to carry and move people or things 

	Paragraph 3
	Librarians leave books at schools for children and adults to check out. 
	schedule
	a plan of when certain actions or events will be carried out

	Paragraph 4
	Some libraries are starting to bring TVs and other electronics to these villages. 


	communications

capabilities

future
	the sharing or  exchange of messages, information, or ideas 

having the skill or power to do what is needed 

time that is yet to come 

	Paragraph 5
	The children enjoy getting new books from the library donkeys. 


	native

literature
	having origins in a particular country or area

writings that have lasting value; includes stories, poems, plays, and essays 

	Box in the upper right corner
	Zimbabwe is a country in southern Africa surrounded by land. Most of the country is high plateau. 
	plateau
	a high, level area of land 
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Reading Informational Texts: Launching Expert Groups
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