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Directions for Broadside

W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.6, L.4.1e, L.4.1g

Task:

You have been learning about different perspectives on the American Revolution. Write a broadside from the Patriot perspective that states whether colonists should support the American Revolution. Other colonists will read your writing to learn more about the Patriot opinion and why they should support it.

Directions:

Write a broadside from the Patriot perspective that states an opinion on the American Revolution. Choose the most important reasons from your sources to support the opinion. Then write an opinion piece that is at least four paragraphs long. In your broadside, give the reader the information needed to understand the topic and clearly state your focus in your introduction paragraph. Give reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details in your proof paragraphs. Clearly connect your opinion and reasons by using linking words and phrases and be sure to correctly form and use prepositional phrases and frequently confused words.

Use the Opinion Writing Checklist as you work to be sure your writing meets all the criteria.

Use the Opinion Writing Planning graphic organizer to plan your broadside before writing your draft. 4

Model Broadside: Quaker Perspective

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.4.1

Violence Is Not the Answer!
As a Quaker, there is a lot of pressure, coming from both the Patriots and the Loyalists, to be involved in the war. Colonists from both sides are pressuring us to declare our loyalty with their threats of fines or prison. However, taking a side, either side, goes against our beliefs as Quakers. It is important to stay uninvolved. 
Paragraph 1 gist: brief context of the American Revolution; clearly states an opinion in the focus statement.

One of our beliefs is to treat everyone equally. We believe in simple worship, honesty, and equality. Equality means we believe each person in this world is valued equally. Everyone should be treated the same way. If we choose to fight, we are showing that we value the people on one side over another.

Paragraph 2 gist: one reason to stay uninvolved and evidence to support that reason

Another of our beliefs is nonviolence. We must refuse to join the Patriot army or support the war because doing so will lead to violence. Paying taxes that go toward the military means giving money to people who will use violence to get what they want. Fighting in the army for either side would mean having to hurt or kill others. We can take no part in that violence.

Paragraph 3 gist: a second reason to stay uninvolved and evidence to support that reason

We know that staying true to your principles means you may be fined, put into prison, or be called Loyalists and traitors. But getting involved in this war goes against everything we believe in. Do not do it! Demonstrate your beliefs and stay out of the war!

Paragraph 4 gist: restates the reasons why Quakers should stay uninvolved

Key:

Red

Green

Yellow
Blue

Model Broadside: Quaker Perspective
W.4.1

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Violence Is Not the Answer!

As a Quaker, there is a lot of pressure, coming from both the Patriots and the Loyalists, to be involved in the war. Colonists from both sides are pressuring us to declare our loyalty with their threats of fines or prison. However, taking a side, either side, goes against our beliefs as Quakers. It is important to stay uninvolved.

One of our beliefs is to treat everyone equally. We believe in simple worship, honesty, and equality. Equality means we believe each person in this world is valued equally. Everyone should be treated the same way. If we choose to fight, we are showing that we value the people on one side over another.

Another of our beliefs is nonviolence. We must refuse to join the Patriot army or support the war because doing so will lead to violence. Paying taxes that go toward the military means giving money to people who will use violence to get what they want. Fighting in the army for either side would mean having to hurt or kill others. We can take no part in that violence.

We know that staying true to your principles means you may be fined, put into prison, or be called Loyalists and traitors. But getting involved in this war goes against everything we believe in. Do not do it! Demonstrate your beliefs and stay out of the war!
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Language Dive Guide I:
Violence Is Not the Answer!

	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.

	Sentence
	However, taking a side, either side, goes against our beliefs as Quakers. It is important to stay uninvolved. (from Paragraph 1 of Violence Is Not the Answer! in Lesson 5 supporting materials)

	Rationale
	These sentences are complex and compelling because they use a linking word and prepositional phrases to help address L.4.1e, focus on expressing an opinion to help address the Daily Learning Target, and help address the big idea that colonists had different perspectives on fighting for independence from Britain. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: goes against our beliefs as Quakers. Based on student need and time, consider adding days for extended conversation and practice with the structure: However, taking a side,. Note that this Language Dive includes two sentences, as they work in conjunction with one another to state the Quakers’ opinion. Students will apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of these sentences when writing their own focus statements and as they revise their writing in future lessons by adding linking words and prepositional phrases.

	Time
	15 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the Chunk Chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks; display and distribute the note-catcher. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5 to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart I:
Violence Is  Not the Answer!
	However, taking a side,

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	·  “What is this sentence about?” favoring, or supporting, one group of people over another. (noun phrase; collocation; idiom)

· However: “Why does the author begin the sentence with this word?” However connects this sentence with the sentence before it. It also tells us that the sentence will present a contrast with the previous idea in the text (there is a lot of pressure to become involved in the war). Other synonyms for however are nevertheless, but, and yet. (adverb; conjunction)

	either side,

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “Which side is this sentence about?” one or the other, not both; the Patriot side or the Loyalist side. The author inserts this somewhat repetitive phrase to emphasize the choice of sides. (noun phrase)
· Students can hold up both of their palms to indicate either side. While holding up one palm they can briefly explain the Patriot side and do same with the other palm for the Loyalist side.

	goes against our beliefs as Quakers.

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “What does taking a side do?” opposes, or is contrary to what Quakers believe. (phrasal verb)

· as Quakers: “Why does the author write this phrase?” to refer to the character that someone has; As Quakers tells us that the beliefs are an important part of the Quakers’ character, or identity. (prepositional phrase)

	It is important

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “What does this chunk tell us?” Something is important. It is emphasizes the idea that follows and is useful for dramatic effect. (independent clause)


	to stay uninvolved.

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “What is important?” remaining unengaged or not invested; being neutral. (infinitive phrase)
· “Why did the author add another sentence to the focus statement?” To add more information; to make the statement clearer. It is common in opinion writing to use more than one sentence to express a focus statement.

	goes against our beliefs as Quakers.

	Practice
(Focus Structure)
	· _____ [noun phrase] goes against our beliefs as _____ [identity group].
(Giving up easily goes against our beliefs as effective learners. Making fun of other people goes against our beliefs as caring people.) ✎
· To provide lighter support: “What if we replace goes against with aligns with? How does that change the meaning?” It would mean the opposite: that something agrees with our beliefs.

· To provide heavier support: Provide a word/phrase bank for students to use when completing the sentence frame.

· Invite students to sketch their sentence. ✎

	However, taking a side, either side, goes against our beliefs as Quakers. It is important to stay uninvolved.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” The Quakers felt strongly about not being involved in the war. They believed in staying neutral.
· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the big idea?” It helps us understand the different perspectives that led to varying opinions on fighting for independence from Britain.

	Practice
(Sentence)
	· _______ goes against our beliefs as _______. It is important to _________. (Giving up easily goes against our beliefs as effective learners. It is important to persevere, especially when we are presented with challenges.) ✎
· To provide lighter support: “Can you use a linking word to start the second sentence?” (Therefore, Consequently)
· To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups.


	
	· “Can you figure out how these two sentences relate to one another? I’ll give you time to think and discuss with your partner.” The second sentence restates the ideas in the first sentence more directly and with fewer words; it summarizes the idea of the focus statement.

· “Tonight, think about how you say these two sentences as one really exciting, ‘catchy’ sentence.”

· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:
· Language to connect words, phrases, clauses: However, taking a side

· Nouns and noun phrases and clauses (people, places, things): However, taking a side,/ either side/ to stay uninvolved
· Language to talk about a relationship between words (e.g., prepositions): goes against our beliefs as Quakers.
· Language to talk about function or character (e.g., prepositions): goes against our beliefs as Quakers.
· Language to emphasize: taking a side,/ either side,/ It is important


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks I:
Violence Is Not the Answer!
	However, taking a side,

	either side,

	goes against our beliefs as Quakers.

	It is important

	to stay uninvolved.


Language Dive Note-catcher I:
Violence Is  Not the Answer!
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________


However, taking a side,/ either side,/ goes against our beliefs as Quakers./ It is important/ to stay uninvolved.
	Directions: Fill in the blanks to complete the sentence, and then sketch a picture to match.

___________________________________________ goes against our beliefs as

_________________________________________________________________ 
Sketch a picture that matches your sentence.


_____________________ goes against our beliefs as ____________________.


It is important to _________________________________________________.



Opinion Writing Checklist
W.4.1, W.4.4, W.4.8, W.4.9, L.4.1, L.4.2, L.4.3, L.4.6
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Opinion Writing
	Characteristics of My Broadside
	Yes?
No?

	W.4.9
	My opinion is supported by reasons and evidence from the text(s) and shows a clear understanding of the topic or issue.
	
	

	W.4.1a
	I state my opinion clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	
	

	W.4.1a
	I have an introduction that gives the reader the information needed to understand the topic or issue.
	
	

	W.4.1a
	Information is well organized to make my argument clear and convincing.
	
	

	W.4.1b
	I give the reasons for my opinion and support them with facts and details.
	
	

	W.4.1c
	I use linking words to connect my opinion and reasons.
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Opinion Writing
	Characteristics of My Broadside
	Yes?
No?

	W.4.1d
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to my opinion.
	
	

	W.4.8
(partial)
	I provide a list of sources.
	
	

	L.4.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.4.2
L.4.3b
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	

	L.4.3 L.4.6 W.4.4
	The words and sentences I use are appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	
	

	L.4.3a,c L.4.6
	I effectively use examples, description, statistics, quotations, or other information to explain my thinking and support my opinion.
	
	


[image: image1.emf]
Language Arts Curriculum





MODULE LESSONS


Grade 4: Module 3: Unit 3: Lesson 5


Writing Opinion Texts: Analyzing an Model
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