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Robert Barton’s Letter
February 1777

Dear William,

I am glad to hear you arrived safely and are well. Please do keep me informed of your well-being. You will always be my son, so I care very much about how you are doing. Your mother, sister, brother, and I arrived safely in New York and are settling in as best we can. Leaving our home and the store was difficult, as you know, but we had to go to a place where our beliefs are respected. We are loyal citizens of Great Britain, and will remain so.

It does greatly disappoint me to hear you continue on with your rebel ideas. You forget that paying those taxes is our duty as subjects of the British crown. Great Britain protected us against France in the last war, and British soldiers continue to keep us safe. The royal governors are good men and serve us wisely. All of this costs money, and we must pay our fair share.

You cannot win this war, William. I know you are now part of their army, so it hurts me to say this, but the rebel Patriots will not be able to defeat the British army without a navy. Remember, speeches and pamphlets are fine, but soldiers win a war. Your group is a ragtag bunch. I do hope you are able to stay safe among them, William, but I fear your makeshift army has no chance of victory.

Although we remain loyal to the king, you are still our son and we love you. Please continue to write to let us know how you are. We worry every day that something has happened to you in battle. Despite our differing views about this war, we are still family and will never be enemies. We miss you and will always care about you.

Fondly, Father

Written by EL Education for instructional purposes. 870L

Exit Ticket: Determining an Opinion
RI.4.8


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Choose one of the quotes below. Underline words that express an opinion in the quote:

“… gloriously fighting in the cause of liberty and country”

OR

“All of the colonies are firm and unshaken in their attachment to the common cause of America, and they are now ready, with their lives and fortunes, to assist us in defeating the cruel enemy.”

What is this author’s opinion about the American Revolution?
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Reading Opinion Texts: Determining an Opinion
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