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Entrance Ticket: Opinions in Divided Loyalties
RI.4.8


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
What is Mary Barton’s opinion of William leaving to join the fighting?

	

	

	


How do you know that this is how she feels? What evidence in the text shows that this is Mary Barton’s opinion?

	

	

	

	

	


Exploring Opinions as Readers and Writers

RI.4.8, W.4.1

Exploring Opinions as Readers and Writers

opinion: what a person thinks about something or someone; this thinking can be based on facts, feelings, experience, or a combination of all three

Characteristics of opinions:

· a way of thinking about something
· a belief
· a judgment; can be debated or argued
· a differing point of view could be stated
Authors support their opinions (WHAT they believe) with reasons (WHY they believe).

Opinions are supported by:

Reasons: WHY an author has a particular opinion

WITH

Evidence: HOW authors support their reasons with facts or details (based on research and/or observations)
William Barton’s Letter

January 1777

Dear Father,

I arrived safely at the Patriot camp yesterday evening. It is certainly not like living in our warm, comfortable home, but the excitement in the air is keeping us all warm. I can feel a fire burning in my heart as I prepare for the day’s training. It is with great joy that I join this regiment, so determined for the cause of freedom. Father, I know my words will be hard for you to hear, but I feel I have no choice but to join the fight for independence from Great Britain.

You say that we are British subjects, but we are not treated like we are part of Great Britain. We are forced to pay high taxes on everything. We have to buy stamps for newspapers, paper, even playing cards! Yet, despite this, we have no say in government decisions. The king sends his own governors to rule us, and we have no representatives in the British Parliament. True British subjects would never be treated this way!

Even our safety has been threatened. The British soldiers have been sent here to control, not protect, us. British soldiers watch our every move and have even killed innocent people. There is no choice but to fight for our freedom! General Washington is a great leader, and I know he will lead our army to victory. War is not safe, but neither are our streets!

I truly am sorry for the worry I have caused you and Mother. I will do my best to send regular letters so that your fear and worry may not last long. As long as I am well, you will hear word from me. I believe I am doing what is right—I hope you can respect that and find a way to be proud of your son. I know this cause is one worth fighting—and perhaps dying—for.

Fondly,

William Barton
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