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Listening Closely: “1945: A Changing World”
Note-catcher
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
SL.5.3
Source: “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work” by Jackie Robinson
	What do you OBSERVE/HEAR?

	· Jackie experienced a new emotion when listening to the National Anthem at the 1947 World Series.
· He felt included in Major League Baseball.
· He played an exhibition game in Georgia a year later.
· It was the first time blacks and whites played baseball together in Atlanta.
· Jackie thought what he has always believed in came true.
· He believed that imperfections are human.
· When humans are given space and time, these imperfections start to slowly disappear.
· Humans are not perfect.
· We need to deal with stumbling blocks and prejudices.
· Obstacles Jackie faced made him fight harder.
· Even though the obstacles were hard, his strong belief that he had a chance kept him going.
· He knew he had a chance because he lived in a free society.
· His fight wasn’t against something he could not change.
· People with the same goals worked around him so there was a chance of improvement.
· He can tell people that they won’t face the same problems because others before fought against them.
· Progress has to happen. There’s a chance for change for everyone.

· Free people are always changing.

· Not everyone can succeed, because that would be perfection.

· But, if we put our past thinking behind us, we can cause great change.

· Jackie believes in the human race, the warm heart, integrity, the goodness of a free society.

· Society will be good as long as people are willing to fight for it, and to fight against imperfections.
· Jackie’s fight was against the color barrier of baseball.

· This was where he saw imperfection and what he could fight against.

· He knew it wouldn’t be a losing fight because it took place in a free society.

· Jackie believes his faith in God helped him in his fight.


	What QUESTIONS do you have?

	· What is a free society?
· Which did Jackie think was more important in his success—his faith in God or his living in a free society?


What is a main point Jackie Robinson makes? What evidence makes you think this is the main point?
*Note: The point and evidence supporting that point identified by students may vary; both main points are below, with corresponding evidence. 

	Point
	Evidence

	Although humans are imperfect, they are always moving toward perfection, however slowly.
	· “… imperfections are human.”
· When humans are given space and time, these imperfections start to slowly disappear.

· Humans are not perfect.

· We need to deal with stumbling blocks and prejudices.

	A free society supports people in moving toward perfection because it allows everyone to change what they think and do.
	· Even though the obstacles were hard, his strong belief that he had a chance kept him going.

· He knew he had a chance because he lived in a free society.

· His fight wasn’t against something he could not change.

· People with the same goals worked around him so there was a chance of improvement.

· Progress has to happen. There’s a chance for change for everyone.

· Free people are always changing.

· But, if we put our past thinking behind us, we can cause great change.

· “And I believe that the society can remain good only as long as we are willing to fight for it—and to fight against whatever imperfections may exist.”

· “And I fought because I knew it was not doomed to be a losing fight. It couldn’t be a losing fight—not when it took place in a free society.”


Listening Closely: “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work” Note-catcher
SL.5.3
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Source: “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work” by Jackie Robinson
	What do you OBSERVE/HEAR?
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What is a main point Jackie Robinson makes? What evidence makes you think this is the main point?
	Point
	Evidence

	
	


	Point
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Vocabulary Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.4, L.5.4
	Definition

a flaw or fault

the state or fact of being imperfect
	Sentence from “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”

“First, that imperfections are human. But that wherever human beings were given room to breathe and time to think, those imperfections would disappear, no matter how slowly.”

	Examples
What are some things

Jackie Robinson says are not

perfect or are flawed? 
· humans
· the color barrier in baseball
What are some other things that are not perfect or are flawed?
· a banana with a dark spot
· a can with a dent in it
	Sketch


Vocabulary Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.4, L.5.4
	Definition

the condition or fact that something might happen

a likely event or condition
	Sentence from “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”

“Free minds and human hearts were at work all around me; and so there was the probability of improvement.”

	Examples
What are some things
that Jackie Robinson says
are likely to happen? 
· improvement of society
What are some other things that are likely to happen?
· eating cake on your birthday
· flowers growing if you water them
	Sketch


Vocabulary Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.4, L.5.4
	Definition

hatred or unfair treatment toward a person or group without cause or reason; prejudice is often directed toward people of a certain race or religion
	Sentence from “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”

“Handicaps, stumbling blocks, prejudices—all of these are imperfect.” “I look at my children now, and know that I must still prepare them to meet obstacles and prejudices.” “But I can tell them, too, that they will never face some of these prejudices because other people have gone before them.”

	Examples
Who are a group of people who have experienced unfair treatment during Jackie Robinson’s life? 
· African Americans in the United States during the Jim Crow era 
Who are some other people who have experienced unfair treatment? 
· Esperanza and her family by her uncles after her father died
· Women in the United States before they had the right to vote
	Sketch


Vocabulary Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.4, L.5.4
	Definition

forward movement toward an end goal
	Sentence from “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”

“And to myself I can say that, because progress is unalterable, many of today’s dogmas will have vanished by the time they grow into adults.”

	Examples
What are some

examples of Jackie Robinson’s movement towards a goal?

· meeting with Branch Rickey

· playing for the Royals

· signing a contract and playing for the Brooklyn Dodgers

What are some examples of other peoples’ movement toward a goal?

· women having the right to vote

· modern features in our houses, like indoor plumbing

· new technology, like computers and cellphones
	Sketch


Vocabulary Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.4, L.5.4
	Definition

 to keep something or someone going or existing toward a goal to support someone or something
	Sentence from “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”

“And in the largest sense, I believe that what I did was done for me— that it was my faith in God that sustained me in my fight.”

	Examples
What are some examples
Jackie gave of things that supported or kept him going toward his goal?
· his belief that his fight had a chance
· his faith in God 
What are some examples of ways to support someone or something, or to keep someone or something going? 
· cheering someone on who is running a race
· recycling something and using it again to sustain the environment
	Sketch
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Listening Closely: Summarizing the Points a Speaker Makes





�imperfections





�probability





�prejudices





�progress





�sustained
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