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Part I: How healthy is the forest ecosystem?

	CLAIM
	I’m arguing the forest ecosystem is _____________________________________ because

	Evidence
	What are the criteria for a healthy ecosystem? 
	Scientific Reasoning

This evidence shows …

	Evidence

My evidence for this is…
	For which criteria do you have evidence?


	What parts of the ecosystem model, the data table, or your student science notebook will you use as evidence?
	How does the ecosystem model and/or data table show how well this forest ecosystem meets the criteria?


	Evaluate your evidence. This evidence is sufficient because …

Further evidence could include …
	Do you have enough evidence and strong reasoning to prove the health of the ecosystem? Are you missing criteria? What would make your argument stronger?


Part II: Would removing the white oak trees affect the health of this ecosystem? Why or why not?

	Claim
	I’m arguing ____________________________________ because _______________________________________.
	Scientific Reasoning

This evidence shows …



	Evidence

My evidence for this is…
	What criteria of a healthy ecosystem would be affected by the removal of the white oak trees? What criteria would stay the same?
	What parts of the ecosystem model, the data table, or your student science notebook will you use as evidence?
	How do you know what effect the removal of the white oak will have on the ecosystem?


	Evaluate your evidence. This evidence is sufficient because …

Further evidence could include …
	Do you have enough evidence and strong reasoning to prove the health of the ecosystem? Are you missing criteria? What would make your argument stronger?


