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Model Book Review: 
Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens
W.3.1
Would you recommend Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens to a friend?

Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens by J.M. Barrie is a story about a baby boy named Peter who thinks he is a bird. Peter flies away from his home and lands in Kensington Gardens, a magical park with talking birds and fairies. After a while, Peter wants to return home to his mother, but when he gets there, the window locked and barred. So, he has to return to Kensington Gardens to live forever. I would recommend this book to a friend with some cautions. This story really sparks your imagination, but some of the characters are quite cruel, which can be upsetting to read.

As you read the story, your imagination goes wild! You begin to wonder if gardens and parks are not really what they seem! When you see the closing time of a park on a sign, you wonder whether the fairies have changed the closing time so that they can have a ball, as the story describes in Chapter 4. At night, you wonder if fairies are building houses for children locked in the park, as they do for Maimie in Chapter 5. Magical events like these feed your imagination and make you question what is real!

While I liked the book, parts of it were upsetting to read because sometimes the characters were cruel. For example, in Chapter 2 when baby Peter needs help, neither the fairies nor the birds will help him. When he flies to Bird’s Island, Soloman Caw cruelly points out that Peter isn’t a bird, as he thinks he is. Poor Peter is so shocked, he forgets how to fly! This is a very harsh way to treat a baby. Also in Chapter 5 when the fairies see Maimie, they are angry and want to hurt her, even though she is only a little girl. Character cruelty in scenes like this seems unnecessary and can be upsetting to read.

Even though some parts of the story are tough to read, this story really sparked my imagination. I would recommend this book, but the reader should be aware that the characters in some parts can be very cruel. If you are willing to put up with a few tough parts, you will enjoy this book. Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens helps you imagine that even ordinary things can be magical. After reading this story, you might begin to look for fairies in your flower garden or babies flying overhead!

Model Book Review: 
Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
W.3.1


Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens by J.M. Barrie is a story about a baby boy named Peter who thinks he is a bird. Peter flies away from his home and lands in Kensington Gardens, a magical park with talking birds and fairies. After a while, Peter wants to return home to his mother, but when he gets there, the window locked and barred. So, he has to return to Kensington Gardens to live forever. I would recommend this book to a friend with some cautions. This story really sparks your imagination, but some of the characters are quite cruel, which can be upsetting to read.
Paragraph 1 gist: Brief overview of the story. Clearly states the focus statement with reasons.

As you read the story, your imagination goes wild! You begin to wonder if gardens and parks are not really what they seem! When you see the closing time of a park on a sign, you wonder whether the fairies have changed the closing time so that they can have a ball, as the story describes in Chapter 4. At night, you wonder if fairies are building houses for children locked in the park, as they do for Maimie in Chapter 5. Magical events like these feed your imagination and make you question what is real!

Paragraph 2 gist: Description of the good things about the book – why the reader would recommend it

While I liked the book, parts of it were upsetting to read because sometimes the characters were cruel. For example, in Chapter 2 when baby Peter needs help, neither the fairies nor the birds will help him. When he flies to Bird’s Island, Soloman Caw cruelly points out that Peter isn’t a bird, as he thinks he is. Poor Peter is so shocked, he forgets how to fly! This is a very harsh way to treat a baby. Also in Chapter 5 when the fairies see Maimie, they are angry and want to hurt her, even though she is only a little girl. Character cruelty in scenes like this seems unnecessary and can be upsetting to read.
Paragraph 3 gist: Description of the cautions.
Even though some parts of the story are tough to read, this story really sparked my imagination. I would recommend this book, but the reader should be aware that the characters in some parts can be very cruel. If you are willing to put up with a few tough parts, you will enjoy this book. Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens helps you imagine that even ordinary things can be magical. After reading this story, you might begin to look for fairies in your flower garden or babies flying overhead!
Paragraph 4 gist: Restates the reasons why the reader would recommend it with caution.
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