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Opinion Writing Checklist

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.3.1

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Opinion Writing
	Characteristics of My Book Review
	Yes? No?

	RL/RI.3.1
	My opinion is supported by reasons and evidence from the text(s) and shows a clear understanding of the topic.
	My opinion is supported by reasons and evidence from Peter Pan.
	

	W.3.1a
	I state my opinion clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	I state whether I would or would not recommend the book.
	

	W.3.1a
	I have an introduction that gives the reader the information needed to understand the topic or issue.
	I give a brief outline of the story and state my opinion, as well as reasons for my opinion.
	

	W.3.1a
	I list reasons for my opinion.
	I provide two reasons why I would or would not recommend the story of Peter Pan.
	

	W.3.1b
	I give evidence and reasons to support my opinion.
	My opinion is supported by reasons and evidence from Peter Pan.
	

	W.3.1c
	I use linking words to connect my opinion and reasons.
	
	

	W.3.1d
	I have a conclusion that restates the focus of my piece.
	My conclusion restates whether I would recommend Peter Pan to a friend and why.
	

	W.3.8 (partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.3.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	I use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions and simple, compound, and complex sentences.
	

	L.3.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	

	L.3.3

L.3.6

W.3.4
	The words and sentences I use are appropriate for this task and purpose.
	The words and sentences I use show my opinion and reasons for my opinion.
	


Book Review Anchor Chart

(For Teacher Reference)
W.3.1

Introductory Paragraph

· Introduction: introduces the book and briefly recounts what happens: book title, author, brief recounting

· Focus statement: states whether author would recommend it to a friend

· Point 1: Reason 1: why the author would recommend it

· Point 2: Reason 2: cautions

Proof Paragraph 1

· Describes the first reason in a way that sounds interesting

· Provides an example from the book • Provides another example from the book

· Elaboration: What do these examples show? Why?

Proof Paragraph 2

· Describes the second reason in a way that sounds interesting

· Provides an example from the book

· Provides another example from the book

· Elaboration: What do these examples show? Why?

Concluding Paragraph

· What? Restates opinion and reasons.

· So what? Reflects on what the book can do for the reader

Preparing for a Text-Based Discussion:
Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens Note-catcher
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.3.1, SL.3.1a
	Question: Would you recommend Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens to a friend? Why/why not?

	Circle/underline:

· Would recommend

· Would not recommend

· Would recommend with some cautions

	Reasons
	Evidence/example from the text
	Elaboration

How does this evidence support the reason?

	This story really sparks your imagination.
	Chapter 4: Fairies change the closing time of the garden so they can have a ball. Chapter 5: Fairies build a house to protect Maimie.
	The idea of fairies changing the closing time so they can have a ball and building houses to protect children who are locked in is very magical and exciting, because fairies are mythical creatures.

	Some of the characters are quite cruel, which can be upsetting to read.
	Chapter 2: When baby Peter needs help, neither the fairies nor the birds will help him. When he flies to Bird’s Island, Soloman Caw cruelly points out that Peter isn’t a bird, as he thinks he is. Chapter 5: When the fairies see Maimie, they are angry and want to hurt her, even though she is only a little girl.
	In both of these situations, the characters could have responded more kindly, which would have made the story nicer and easier to read.


Preparing for a Text-Based Discussion:
Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens Note-catcher

RL.3.1, SL.3.1a

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Question: Would you recommend Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens to a friend? Why/why not?

	Circle/underline:

· Would recommend

· Would not recommend

· Would recommend with some cautions

	Reasons
	Evidence/example from the text
	Elaboration

How does this evidence support the reason?

	
	
	

	
	
	


Homework: Language Dive II:
Model Book Review Practice

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

1. Look at the scrambled sentence below from the Model Book Review: Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens. Write it in the correct sequence:
	because sometimes the characters were cruel.
	parts of it were upsetting to read
	While I liked the book,


While I liked the book, parts of it were upsetting to read because sometimes the characters were cruel.

2. Sketch the sentence.

3. Fill in the blank with a reason you didn’t like the book Peter Pan, using your own words. (If you didn’t like the book at all, use the frame: “While I didn’t like the book, _____.”)

While I liked the book, ____________________________________________.

4. Write a reason you would recommend with cautions an independent reading book or home language book you have read, using the following sentence frames:

One reason I would recommend the book with cautions is _______________


_______________________________________________________________. 

While I liked the book, ____________________________________________.

5. Look at the use of while in each sentence, then circle the sentence that does not use while to show contrast.

While I like playing soccer, I think everything about it is wonderful.

While I like playing with my cousin, sometimes she makes me feel angry.

While I like writing, it can be difficult for me at times.

While I like the book, parts of it are upsetting to read.

6. Rewrite the sentence circled above, changing the ending as needed to show contrast.

While I like playing soccer, I think parts of it are frustrating.[image: image1.emf]
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Writing a Book Review: Drafting the Conclusion
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