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Language Dive Guide III: What’s Alive?
	Notes
	Modifications from Modules 1 and 2:
· In addition to teacher-led questions and answers as in Modules 1 and 2, there are suggested language goals that students should try to understand and apply for each chunk. (Consider referring to the range of questions students might ask one another in Questions We Can Ask During a Language Dive in the Module 1 Appendix.)
· This format attempts to encourage students to take more of the lead in the conversation and to build greater independence by taking an inquiry-based approach to language in general, and the selected sentence in particular.
· This format provides greater freedom to choose how to help students understand the suggested language goals.
· Continue to employ a number of approaches to enable students to understand these goals, including grappling, displaying a list of the language goals for students to consider, asking questions and using Conversation Cues, or a combination of these approaches. At the same time, draw on your understanding and experience of Language Dives from Modules 1 and 2 as you work with the new format.

	Sentence
	“They bend their stems and leaves to follow the sun.” (from page 20 of What’s Alive by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling because it uses an adverbial phrase to indicate purpose, and because it requires a nuanced understanding of the word follow to help address the Daily Learning Target and L.K.5. It connects to the guiding question because it helps students understand how plants move and behave as living things. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure to follow the sun. Students will apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when discussing the criteria for living things in Work Time C and when completing Part II of the Unit 1 Assessment in Lesson 8.

	Time
	10 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	· When referring to a chunk on display, point to it or invite students to place their finger by the same chunk.
· Record and display student discussion next to or underneath each chunk on display for visual reference.

	Deconstruct
	Use the Sentence Strip Chunks.
1. Whole group: display all chunks, sequenced as a sentence. Read aloud the sentence twice; students read aloud the sentence with a partner.
2. Whole group: students briefly grapple with the meaning of the sentence and connection to the guiding question or big idea.
3. Whole group: consider pre-teaching one or two key vocabulary words.
4. Whole group or small group: display each chunk, chunk by chunk. Students briefly grapple with the meaning of each chunk. Use the Chunk Chart to guide student grappling.
· As students discuss the focus structure, be sure they slow down for extended conversation and practice of the focus structure. See suggested questions and Conversation Cues (underlined) in the chunk chart. 
· To provide lighter support: Display one or more of the key suggested language goals provided in the chunk chart, or an adaptation of it, to prompt student grappling.
· To provide heavier support: Consider using visuals or realia to help convey meaning. Use the suggested language goals provided in the chunk chart to pose questions requiring careful consideration. Monitor with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues. Provide think time and invite partners to discuss in English or in home language groups.

	Practice 
(focus structure)
	5. Small group: students play with the focus structure using the suggestions in the chunk chart. Refer to the Chunk Chart for specific Practice suggestions on this sentence.

	Reconstruct
	6. Whole group: consider scrambling the chunks. Several students each take a chunk and display it in front of the class, thinking aloud to rearrange themselves to reconstruct the sentence. To provide lighter support, consider also completing this step at the beginning of the Language Dive.
7. Whole group: students reconstruct the meaning of sentence and connection to guiding question, big idea, learning target. Refer to the Chunk Chart for specific Reconstruct suggestions on this sentence.

	Practice
(Sentence)
	8. Whole group: students synthesize and play with the sentence. Refer to the Chunk Chart for specific Practice suggestions on this sentence.


Questions We Can Ask during a Language 
Dive Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
	Questions about the sentence

	· “What is the meaning of this sentence? Why do we think that?”
· “How does the sentence add to our understanding of the guiding question?”
· “How can we say this sentence in our own words?”
· “Can we divide this sentence into two or more sentences? What do we have to remove or change?”
· “Can we say this sentence in a different order? How?”
· “What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?”

	Questions about the chunks

	· “Who or what is this chunk about? What is the person or thing doing in this chunk?”
· “What does this chunk tell us? Why do we think that?”
· “How can we say this chunk in our own words?”
· “Can we act out the chunk? Can we sketch the chunk?”
· “Why did the author write this chunk?”
· “What if we remove _____ in this chunk? Does it still make sense? Why do we think that?”
· “What if we replace _____ in this chunk with _____? How does that change the meaning?”

	Questions about words

	· “What do we think this word means?”
· “What is the translation of this word?”
· “Is there a familiar word or affix in this word? How does that help us understand the unfamiliar word?”
· “What are some synonyms of this word? How are they different in meaning?”

	Questions about the Language Dive

	· “How can we use this sentence structure in our speaking and writing?”
· “Does the language in this sentence remind you of the language or chunks in other Language Dives? How?”


Language Dive Chunk Chart III: What’s Alive?
	They 

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What is this sentence about?” The sentence is about plants. They refers to more than one. (plural pronoun) 

	bend

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What do the plants do?” bend (verb) 
· Students can stand up and bend their bodies like stems. Notice aloud that when they are bending, they are curving, arching, stretching, and moving. 

	their stems and leaves

	Deconstruct: Language Goals 
	· “Which of their parts do the plants bend?” their stems and leaves. 
(noun phrase) 
· Display a photograph or a sketch of stems and leaves and label them. Notice aloud that they both end with the /z/ sound and are plural. 
· Students can pretend they are plants and that their bodies are stems and their hands are leaves.

	to follow the sun. 

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Why do the plants bend their stems and their leaves?” to go toward the sun; so they can go where the sunlight is. (adverbial phrase)
· to follow: “What is another word or other words we could replace to follow with?” to reach for; to try to get; to move toward (infinitive verb)
· “Can the plants get up and move like us? Why or why not?” No, they are rooted in the ground because that is how they get water and nutrients.
· “Why do plants need to follow the sun?” They get nutrients from the sun; plants need sunlight to grow.
· Students can play a game in which they are plants bending their stems (bodies) and leaves (arms) to follow or reach for the sunlight. Remind them that they are rooted to the ground. Ask them to show you how plants would move or reach for the sunlight if you were the light. Then, walk around the room as they bend to follow you. 

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· Plants _____ [action] the sun _____ [to + purpose]. (Plants bend toward the sun to get nutrients.)
· To provide lighter support: Plants ____ [action] the soil _____ [to + purpose]. (Plants dig roots in the soil to get nutrients.)
· To provide heavier support: Provide a word/phrase bank for students to use when completing the sentence frame.
· Ask:
· “What actions did you use in your sentence? How do they tell us when the plants do?” Responses will vary, but may include: I used reach for to tell that plants try to get the nutrients from the sun.

	They bend their stems and leaves to follow the sun. 

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” Plants move their parts to reach the sunlight.
· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” It tells one way that plants show they are alive.
· Distribute the Language Dive Chunk Pictures III: What’s Alive?. Tell students they will place them in the correct order of the sentence. Then, they will tell a partner what is happening in the picture frames using the words from the sentence.

	Practice (whole sentence)
	· Ask:
· “Can we say this sentence in a different order? How?” Students can each hold a chunk and switch places to show the sentence in a different, correct order. (To follow the sun they bend their stems and leaves.) 
· Point to the Word Wall and remind students the meaning of wilt.
· Ask: 
· “Could the author put wilt instead of bend here? Why or why not?” (No, wilt changes the meaning and wouldn’t make sense. Wilt and bend are similar motions. However, wilt means to lose freshness and become limp. The plants are bending to get what they need. Wilt means the plant isn’t getting what it needs.) Have the class go back and forth a few times between demonstrating bending (an arc with their bodies) and wilting (slumping to the side).
· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:
· Nouns and noun phrases (people, places, and things): They/ their stems and leaves
· Verbs and verb phrases (actions and states): bend/ to follow the sun.


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks III:
What’s Alive?
	They

	bend

	their stems and leaves

	to follow the sun.


Language Dive Chunk Pictures III: 
What’s Alive?
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MODULE LESSONS 


Kindergarten: Module 3: Unit 1: Lesson 5


Reading and Writing to Research: Living Things Move and Grow
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