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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1
· I can describe the features of an effective focus statement. (W.4.2a, W.4.2d)
Day 3
· I can draft/revise a focus statement to answer a guiding question. (W.4.2a, W.4.2d, L.4.6)
Student Materials

Day 1
· N/A
Day 3

· First draft of focus statement
Directions
Day 1
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

· A focus statement tells the reader what your writing is going to be about and explains why it is important.

The paragraphs below were written to answer the question: How do animals’ bodies and behaviors help them survive?

1. Underline the focus statement in each paragraph:

· How do you defend yourself from predators? What can your body do to help you survive? Animals often use their bodies and behaviors to defend themselves from predators. These defense mechanisms help them survive.
· Imagine if you were a small animal in the wild surrounded by lots of bigger animals that might eat you. To protect themselves from being eaten by predators, a lot of animals have defense mechanisms that help them survive.

· Animals often have defense mechanisms for protection. Some animals have thick, hard shells, and some can run very fast. These amazing defense mechanisms help animals survive.

2. Below are some focus statements. Not all of them are effective focus statements. Place a check mark next to the effective focus statements and be prepared to explain to the group why they are effective:

· To protect themselves from being eaten by predators, a lot of animals have defense mechanisms that help them survive.

· Monarch butterflies have beautiful wings that show they are poisonous. These patterns are often used on fabric to make clothes. I have a T-shirt with monarch butterfly patterns.

· I can run really fast, and I win a lot of races. I don’t think I can run as fast as an ostrich, though. Ostriches run fast to escape from animals such as cheetahs.

· Animals often use their bodies and behaviors to defend themselves from predators. These defense mechanisms help them survive.
Day 3
Your teacher will lead you through the activities on this card.

· A focus statement tells the reader what your writing is going to be about and explains why it is important.

Write/revise your focus statement in the space below:
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	Writing Practice

	
	
	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card () 


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1

· I can describe the features of an effective focus statement. (W.4.2a, W.4.2d)
Day 3
· I can draft/revise a focus statement to answer a guiding question. (W.4.2a, W.4.2d, L.4.6)
Student Materials

Day 1

· N/A

Day 3

· First draft of focus statement
Directions

Day 1

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

· A focus statement tells the reader what your writing is going to be about and explains why it is important.

The paragraphs below were written to answer the question: How do animals’ bodies and behaviors help them survive?

3. Underline the focus statement in each paragraph:

· How do you defend yourself from predators? What can your body do to help you survive? Humans have long legs that help us run fast, and hands and feet that help us grip and climb high objects, such as trees, to escape predators. Animals in the wild often use their bodies and behaviors to defend themselves from predators. These defense mechanisms help them survive.

· Imagine if you were a small animal in the wild. You would probably be quite scared to be surrounded by lots of bigger animals that might eat you. To protect themselves from being eaten by predators, a lot of animals have defense mechanisms that help them survive. Those defenses include camouflage, running fast, living in groups, and having brightly colored skin to show the animal is poisonous.
· Animals often have defense mechanisms for protection. Some animals have thick, hard shells, and some can run very fast. Some animals have brightly colored skin or wings, and others have sharp teeth and claws. These amazing defense mechanisms help animals survive when faced with predators and help the species continue.
4. Below are some focus statements. Not all of them are effective focus statements. Place a check mark next to the effective focus statements and be prepared to explain to the group why they are effective:

· To protect themselves from being eaten by predators, a lot of animals have defense mechanisms that help them survive.

· Monarch butterflies have beautiful wings that show they are poisonous. Being poisonous is a defense mechanism that some animals have. The patterns and colors on animal skins and wings are often used on fabric and jewelry. If you wear a monarch butterfly print, predators might think you are poisonous, too!
· I run really fast, and I win a lot of races. Last year I won three races at field day because I have long legs and I bounce like a kangaroo when I run. I don’t think I can run as fast as an ostrich, though. I think ostriches are one of the fastest animals in the world. They run fast to escape from animals such as cheetahs. I think cheetahs like to eat ostriches.
· Animals often use their bodies and behaviors to defend themselves from predators. These defense mechanisms help them survive.
Day 3

Your teacher will lead you through the activities on this card.

· A focus statement tells the reader what your writing is going to be about and explains why it is important.

Write/revise your focus statement in the space below:
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card () 
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1

· I can describe the features of an effective focus statement. (W.4.2a, W.4.2d)
Day 3
· I can draft/revise a focus statement to answer a guiding question. (W.4.2a, W.4.2d, L.4.6)
Student Materials

Day 1

· N/A

Day 3

· First draft of focus statement
Directions

Day 1

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

· A focus statement tells the reader what your writing is going to be about and explains why it is important.

The paragraphs below were written to answer the question: How do animals’ bodies and behaviors help them survive?

5. Underline the focus statement in each paragraph:

· How do you defend yourself from predators? What can your body do to help you survive? Humans have long legs that help us run fast, and hands and feet that help us grip and climb high objects, such as trees, to escape predators. We have also invented a lot of machines, such as vehicles, that protect us by helping us drive away from danger quickly. Animals in the wild often use their bodies and behaviors to defend themselves from predators. These defense mechanisms help them survive.
· Imagine being a very small animal in the wild, like a monarch butterfly, surrounded by much bigger animals that pose a threat because they might eat you. Scary! To protect themselves from being eaten by predators, a lot of animals have defense mechanisms that help them survive. Those defenses include camouflage, running fast, living in groups, and having brightly colored skin to show the animal is poisonous. For example, as a caterpillar, the monarch butterfly has brightly colored skin to show predators it is toxic if eaten.
· Animals often have defense mechanisms for protection. Some animals have thick, hard shells, and some can run very fast. These amazing defense mechanisms help animals survive by protecting themselves when faced with predators. This ensures preservation of the species so that the species can continue for years to come.
6. Below are some focus statements. Not all of them are effective focus statements. Place a check mark next to the effective focus statements and be prepared to explain to the group why they are effective:

· To protect themselves from being eaten by predators, a lot of animals have defense mechanisms that help them survive.

· Monarch butterflies have beautiful wings that show they are poisonous. Being poisonous is a defense mechanism that some animals such as snakes and even some kinds of frogs have. The patterns and colors on animal skins and wings are often used on fabric and jewelry. If you wear a monarch butterfly print, predators might think you are poisonous, too!

· I am a very fast runner, and I frequently win races both at school and for a track team. Last year I won a race against a lot of other children from the state and received a medal for it. I think I run fast because I have long legs and deliberately try to bounce like a kangaroo when I run to get more speed. I don’t think I can run as fast as an ostrich, though. I think ostriches are one of the fastest animals in the world. They run fast to escape from animals such as cheetahs. I think cheetahs like to eat ostriches.
· Animals often use their bodies and behaviors to defend themselves from predators. These defense mechanisms help them survive.
Day 3

Your teacher will lead you through the activities on this card.

· A focus statement tells the reader what your writing is going to be about and explains why it is important.

Write/revise your focus statement in the space below:
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	Writing Practice

	
	
	Unit 2, Week 2, Days 1 and 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card () 


(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Day 1

7. Underline the focus statement in each paragraph. (Note that the same sentences should be underlined on each task card—there may be slight differences in the wording in the above-grade-level activity card, but the basic focus statement is still the same.)

· Animals often use their bodies and behaviors to defend themselves from predators. These defense mechanisms help them survive.

· To protect themselves from being eaten by predators, a lot of animals have defense mechanisms that help them survive.

· Animals often have defense mechanisms for protection. Some animals have thick, hard shells, and some can run very fast. These amazing defense mechanisms help animals survive.

8. Below are some focus statements. Not all of them are effective focus statements. Place a check mark next to the effective focus statements and be prepared to explain to the group why they are effective. (Note that these answers are the same for each activity card.)
· To protect themselves from being eaten by predators, a lot of animals have defense mechanisms that help them survive. ✔
· Monarch butterflies have beautiful wings that show they are poisonous. These patterns are often used on fabric to make clothes. I have a T-shirt with monarch butterfly patterns.

· I can run really fast, and I win a lot of races. I don’t think I can run as fast as an ostrich, though. Ostriches run fast to escape from animals such as cheetahs.

· Animals often use their bodies and behaviors to defend themselves from predators. These defense mechanisms help them survive.
[image: image8.png]




	
	Word Study and Vocabulary
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


· Day 1: I can identify affixes in words and use affixes as clues to the meanings of words. (RF.4.3a, L.4.4b)
· Day 3: I can use an academic vocabulary word in context. (L.4.6)
Student Materials

Day 1:

· Dictionary (one per pair)
· Affix List
Day 3:

N/A
Directions
Day 1
Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

An affix is added to a root word to change the meaning:

· A prefix is added at the beginning of a root. For example: unhappy.

· A suffix is added to the end of a root. For example: laughing.

Excerpt 1: “Fight to Survive!”

Imagine that you are walking along a path in the woods. Suddenly you are face-to-face with a bear! Would you like to be able to leap high into the air to escape? What if you could curl up in an impenetrable, armored ball? Perhaps you would prefer to run as fast as a car? Animals have the ability to do some of these amazing things. Over many generations, they have developed both physical and behavioral defense mechanisms that allow them to survive.
Excerpt 2: Amazing Defenses
Predators are constantly looking for food, and prey like millipedes, armadillos, ostriches, butterflies, and springboks want to avoid being eaten! Defense mechanisms increase their chances of survival. Some animals have special internal and external physical structures that help them survive, like the armadillo’s tough shell or the poison-producing glands of the yellow spotted millipede. Many also use behaviors like fleeing or living in herds to protect themselves. These body structures and defensive behaviors have evolved over a long period of time to give animals their best chance at survival. Just imagine the defense mechanisms these animals might develop in another thousand years!
Excerpt 3: “Warning! Stay Away!”

In addition to external structures, many animals also have internal structures that help them survive. The yellow-spotted millipede produces a toxic fluid, hydrogen cyanide, when threatened. Hydrogen cyanide is not only poisonous, it also has a foul smell. As with other animals that taste or smell bad, the yellow spots on the outside of the millipede’s body send a clear warning about the poison inside its body. The distinctive colors send a warning: “Eat me and you’ll be sorry!”
Similarly, the bright yellow, white, and black bands of the monarch caterpillar warn predators not to eat this little creature. When it emerges, the monarch caterpillar eats only the milkweed leaf. Milkweed has a toxic chemical in it. Monarch caterpillars eat the poisonous milkweed leaves and incorporate the milkweed toxins into their bodies. This makes the caterpillar’s body taste bitter. Even when the caterpillar transforms into a butterfly, the toxins stay inside its body. Animals that ingest a monarch get very sick. Predators, especially birds, will not make that mistake more than once! Both the warning coloration of their bodies and their toxicity help monarchs to survive. 
9. Choose an excerpt above that you are comfortable reading. You can choose to pair up with someone who has chosen the same excerpt as you if you would like.
10. Read the text excerpt. If you are working with a partner, you can read it together.
11. Take out your Affix List. Underline any affixes that you see in your text excerpt.
12. Record your affixes in the table below. Continue on the back of this task card if you need more space. Be prepared to share them with the whole group when you report back. Use a dictionary if needed.
	Word
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Day 3

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

13. Say the word you worked on with your teacher yesterday three times (information or like).
14. Pair up with someone who worked on the same word. Talk with your partner about what the word means.
15. Practice using the word in sentences. Say two sentences aloud to your partner using the word.
16. Write two or three sentences using that word below. You can write more sentences on the back if you have time:
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	Independent Reading
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 1 and 2:
I can read my free choice reading text independently for 10 minutes. (RL.4.10, RI.4.10)
Day 3:

I can choose and respond to a prompt about my free choice reading text. (RL.4.10, RI.4.10)
Day 4:
I can listen carefully and ask questions of others about their free choice reading. (RL.4.10, RI.4.10, SL.4.1)
Student Materials

Days 1 and 2:

· Free choice reading text
· Independent reading journal
· Vocabulary log
Day 3:

· Free choice reading text
· Independent reading journal
· Vocabulary log

· Independent Reading Prompt Bookmarks
Day 4:

· Free choice reading text
Directions:
Days 1 and 2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper.

17. Read your free choice reading text independently for 10 minutes.

18. Record your reading in the back of your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read).

19. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log.
Day 3

You will act as your timekeeper and facilitator for this task card. Sit by a partner. As time permits, share your response with your partner during step 4.

20. Read your research reading text independently for 5 minutes.

21. Record your reading in the front of your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read).

22. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Record academic words at the front and topical words at the back.

23. Choose a prompt from the Independent Reading Prompt Bookmarks to respond to. Respond to the prompt in the front of your independent reading journal. Remember to choose a prompt carefully—choose one that you can respond to with the text you are reading.
Day 4

Get into groups of three or four. Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper.

Text Share:

24. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

25. Facilitator: You will go first:

· Show the group your text.

· Tell your group what your text is about. (“My text is about ____.”)

· Tell your group your opinion of the text. Explain why you have that opinion. (“I like/don’t like my text because _____.”)

Group: As the facilitator shares, consider what else you would like to know about his or her text. Prepare a question about it.

26. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

27. Group: When the facilitator has finished sharing, take turns asking him or her questions.

28. Repeat with each person in the group.
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	Word Study and Vocabulary

	
	
	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card () 


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2:
I can use a Frayer Model to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ation. (RF.4.3a, L.4.4b)
Day 4:

I can use a Frayer Model to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ion. (RF.4.3a, L.4.4b)
Student Materials

Days 2 and 4:

· Affix List

· Dictionary (one per pair)
Directions
Day 2
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

There is a lot of information about animal defense mechanisms in the text “Fight to Survive!”
The word is “information.”
29. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and the suffix.
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	-ation is the act or process of


30. What are two words with the same root?

· Inform: ______________________________________________________

· Inform: ______________________________________________________

31. Complete the Frayer Model for the word information:
	Definition
	Facts/Characteristics
· Useful

· Contains facts

· Tells us something

	Examples
List some things that provide you with information. There is one example to help:

· Newspaper articles
	Non-Examples
List things that are not informative (they do not give you information). There is one example to help:

· A blank notebook


Day 4
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

The reaction of an animal to a predator helps it to survive.
The word is “reaction.”
32. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	-ion is the act or process


33. What are two words with the same affix?

	


34. Complete the Frayer Model for the word reaction:
	Definition
	Facts/Characteristics
· Something changes.

	Examples
· Chemical reaction when you mix two chemicals
	Non-Examples
· When you put sand in water, nothing happens
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	Word Study and Vocabulary

	
	
	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card () 


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2:

I can use a Frayer Model to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ation. (RF.4.3a, L.4.4b)
Day 4:

I can use a Frayer Model to analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -ion. (RF.4.3a, L.4.4b)
Student Materials

Days 2 and 4:

· Affix List

· Dictionary (one per pair)
Directions
Day 2
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

There is a lot of information about animal defense mechanisms in the text “Fight to Survive!”
The word is “information.”
35. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	


36. What are two words with the same affix?

· Inform: ________________________________________

· Inform: ________________________________________
37. What are two words with the same affix?
	


38. Complete the Frayer Model for the word information:
	Definition
	Facts/Characteristics
· Useful

· Contains facts

· Tells us something

	Examples

	Non-Examples



39. Use the word in a sentence:

	

	

	


Day 4

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

The physical reaction of an animal to a predator helps it to survive.
The word is “reaction.”
40. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	


41. What are two words with the same affix?

React: ________________________________________
React: ________________________________________
42. What are two words with the same affix?

	


43. Complete the Frayer Model for the word reaction:
	Definition
	Facts/Characteristics
· Something changes

	Examples

	Non-Examples



44. Use the word in a sentence:
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2:

I can use the words like and likely and provide their synonyms. (RF.4.3a, L.4.4c, L.4.5c)
Day 4:

I can analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the suffix -al. (RF.4.3a, L.4.4b)
Student Materials

Day 2:
· Like anchor chart
Day 4:

· Affix List

· Dictionary (one per pair)
Directions
Day 2
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

Polly’s main consideration was escaping from the tiger shark.
45. Like = appear similar to
	

	


46. Like = enjoy
	

	


47. Like = probably going to
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	Word Study and Vocabulary

	
	
	Unit 2, Week 2, Day 4: Suffix Puzzle Card (() 


	information
	al

	tropic
	al

	norm
	al
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	Word Study and Vocabulary

	
	
	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card () 


(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Day 2

48. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	inform
	-ation
	-ation is the act or process of


49. What are some words with the same root?
Responses will vary, but could include: inform, informed, informing, informative.
50. What are some other words with the same affix? Responses will vary, but could include: imagination, communication.
51. Complete the Frayer Model for the word typical:

	Definition
Facts provided or learned about something or someone
	Facts/Characteristics
Responses will vary, but could include:

· Useful
· Contains facts
· Tells us something

	Examples
Responses will vary. Suggestions include:

· Newspaper articles
· Leaflets
· Nonfiction books
· Food label.
	Non-Examples
Responses will vary. Suggestions include: 

· A blank notebook


Day 4

52. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes and record the definition:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	React
	-ion
	-ion is the act or process of


53. What are some words with the same root? Responses will vary, but could 

 include: reacts, reacting, reacted, reactive.
54. What are some other words with the same affix? Responses will vary, but could include: action, attention, celebration.
55. Complete the Frayer Model for this word:
	Definition
To behave or change when something happens
	Facts/Characteristics
Responses will vary, but could include:

· Something happens.
· Something changes

	Examples
Responses will vary. Suggestions  include:

· Chemical reaction

· Jumping out of the way when a car speeds by

· When someone saying something kind causes another to smile
· Someone saying something mean causes another to cry
	Non-Examples
Responses will vary.  Suggestions include:

· When sand is mixed with water, nothing happens.
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2:
I can revise a focus statement to make it stronger. (W.4.2a, W.4.2d, L.4.6)
Day 4:
I can provide kind, specific, and helpful feedback. (W.4.2a, W.4.5)
Student Materials

Day 2:

· N/A
Day 4:

· First draft of focus statement

Directions

Day 2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

· A focus statement tells the reader what your writing is going to be about and explains why it is important.
Revise the paragraph below to include a focus statement that answers the module question: How do animals’ bodies and behaviors help them survive? Follow the criteria on the Focus Statement Criteria anchor chart. You can add or remove anything that doesn’t work:
56. Monarch butterflies have beautiful wings that show they are poisonous. Being poisonous is a defense mechanism that some animals have. The patterns and colors on animal skins and wings are often used on fabric and jewelry. If you wear a monarch butterfly print, predators might think you are poisonous, too!

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Day 4

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

· A focus statement tells the reader what your writing is going to be about and explains why it is important.
57. Pair up with someone else. Number yourselves A and B.
58.  Partner A read your focus statement aloud for partner B.
59.  Partner B use the Focus Statement Criteria anchor chart to provide one star (something partner A did well).
60.  Partner B use the Focus Statement Criteria anchor chart to provide one step (something to improve).
61. Repeat with partner B reading the focus statement and partner A providing a star and a step.
62. Use the stars and steps to revise your focus statements.
Revised focus statement:
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