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	Adaptations and the Wide World of Frogs
	Grade 3: Module 2: Unit 1: Lesson 6
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Language Dive Guide: “The Glass Frog”

(For Teacher Reference)

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RL.3.5, RF.3.4, L.3.1a, L.3.1h, L.3.3, L.3.4a

Rationale: This stanza is compelling because it is relevant to the key ideas of “The Glass Frog” poem to help address the daily learning targets, and it contains the pronouns which and me to help address L.3.1a. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but slow down to focus on the structure And which is me. Students will apply their knowledge of the content and structure of this stanza when interpreting poetry during the mid-unit assessment in Lesson 7.
Time: 15 minutes
	Throughout the Language Dive:

· Encourage rich conversation among students about the meaning of each of the sentence strip chunks, what the academic phrases within each chunk mean, and how they relate to the sentence and the text overall. Monitor and guide conversation with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues.
· After asking questions, provide students up to one minute of think time to reflect, depending on the complexity of the question. Alternatively, invite partners to discuss, providing an allocated time for each student.
· Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference.
· Where possible, consider placing sketches, pictures, or illustrations above key nouns and verbs in the chunks after discussing their meanings. This will allow students to quickly access the content of each chunk as they work with the structures in the sentence as a whole.

· For translation work, invite students to use their online or paper translation dictionary if necessary. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary log.


	Deconstruct

	· Invite students to place their finger by the first stanza of the poem: Upon a tree/ It’s hard to see/ Which part is leaf/ And which is me
· Invite students to chorally read the stanza aloud with you, then ask them to turn to a partner and take turns reading the stanza aloud.

· Ask:

“What is the meaning of this stanza?” (Responses will vary.)
“How does this stanza add to your understanding of the guiding question?” 
(Responses will vary.)
· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: Upon a tree
· Ask:

“Where is the narrator of this poem?” (On top of a tree; in a tree)
“What familiar words do you see in upon?” (up and on)
· Students can sketch a tree in their note-catchers and mark where the narrator would be.

· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: It’s hard to see
· Ask:

“What does the narrator observe about being in a tree?” (Something is difficult or not easy to see.)
“Who or what has difficulty seeing?” (the narrator; the frog)
· If productive, cue students to clarify the conversation by confirming what they mean:

“So, do you mean _____?” (Responses will vary.)
· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: Which part is leaf
· Put your fingers on the places where which appears. Why does the narrator use the word which? Is this a question? (The narrator uses it to tell the difference between one thing and one or more other things; no, but it looks a little like a question. We can also use which to ask a question.)

· Ask:

“What is hard to see for the narrator?” (to tell the what piece of the tree or the things he sees is a leaf and which things he sees are not leaves)
“Leaf sounds wrong by itself. Why didn’t the author say the leaf or a leaf? (It is a poem, and the author is using poetic language.)
· If productive, cue students to clarify the conversation by confirming what they mean:

“So, do you mean _____?” (Responses will vary.)

	· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: And which is me
· Ask:

“What might the narrator find it difficult to tell is a leaf or not?” (parts of itself; parts of the frog.)
“Who is me? Why did the author use this word?” (Me is the narrator or the frog; The author used me because the narrator is referring to itself, so it used a pronoun instead of saying frog.)
· Insert the word part, so the chunk reads, And which part is me. Reread all of the chunks in order. Ask:
“How does adding this word change the meaning of the stanza?” (It doesn’t; it means the same thing.)
“Why do you think the author left out the word part?” (to use fewer words; we know that means part because the previous chunk says part, so the word is not necessary; the author used which as a pronoun; in place of the noun part.)
“Why is it hard for the narrator to tell which part of the tree are leaves and which part is itself?” (It is a glass frog so it can see through itself.)
· Students can hold their hands close to their faces and focus on something in the classroom 5-10 feet away. Students can share how what they see is like what the glass frog sees. (Look for students to say they can see through their fingers, and that it is hard to tell which part is the classroom and which is them, just like the glass frog.)

· Students can sketch the frog on top of a leaf in their note-catchers to show how it is hard to tell the difference.

	Reconstruct

	· Remind students that playing with the chunks out of order like a puzzle can help them figure out how English works.

· Scramble the sentence strip chunks so that the stanza doesn’t make sense and display so all students can see. Say:

“Put the chunks of the poem in the correct sequence.”
· Invite students to work with their partners. Cold call students to come to the front to put the chunks in the correct order for the whole class to see.

· Point to and read the entire stanza on display: Upon a tree/ It’s hard to see/ Which part is leaf/ And which is me

· Ask:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this stanza?” (Responses will vary.)
“Now what do you think is the meaning of this stanza?” (Responses will vary, but may include: The frog looks like a leaf because its skin is see-through.)
“What is the main idea of this poem?” (the glass frog is hard to see)
“How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary, but may include: it helps us understand one frog adaptation; the frog is hard to see so it can hide from predators.)
· Display photographs of glass frogs and ask:

“What do the pictures add to what we have learned from the poem? Why are they called glass frogs?” (Responses will vary.)
“What countries do glass frogs live in?” (Point to the map: Mexico and countries in Central and South America, such as Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru, and Venezuela. If you have students who have lived in these areas, consider asking them to point out the country and any natural features.)
“What is the translation for glass in the home languages in our class?” (Responses will vary.)
· Consider placing the chunks in a different order and challenging students to figure out if the sentence still makes sense. (It’s hard to see/ Which part is leaf/ And which is me/ Upon a tree)


	Practice

	· Display the sentence frames:

In the classroom

It’s hard to see

_________________________

(Which + part is + noun)

And ____________________

(pronoun + is + me)

In the classroom

It’s hard to see

Which part is the rug

And which is me

· Say:

“Think about what you saw when you looked at your hand and had an experience like the glass frog. Complete the frames to write a poem about what you saw. Share the poem with your partner and then write it in your note-catcher.”
· Remind students that posting the chunks in language categories will help them use the language again for future speaking and writing tasks.

· Ask:

“Can you post the language chunks around the room on the appropriate Language Chunk Wall?”

	Language to talk 
about location
	Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being)
	Language to 
make references

	Upon a tree
	It’s hard to see
	Which part is leaf 
And which is me


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: 
“The Glass Frog”

Directions: Create sentence strip chunks as shown below. Follow the instructions in the Language Dive Guide. 

	Upon a tree

	It’s hard to see

	Which part is leaf

	And which is me


Language Dive Note-catcher: “The Glass Frog”

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

	Upon a tree/ It’s hard to see/ Which part is leaf/ And which is me Sketch a tree. Show where to find the narrator of the poem.

Sketch a glass frog on a leaf.

In the classroom 
It’s hard to see
And______________________________________________________________



Exit Ticket: Narrative Endings

W.3.3d

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Answer the questions below.

1. A student has written the ending of a pourquoi tale about frogs that answers the question “Why are poison dart frogs so colorful?” Read this paragraph from the narrative and answer the question that follows.

“How strange; it seems to be getting cooler,” Ranna thought. First, Ranna took a deep breath of fresh air. Then he bent down to see if Drab, Ash, and Grey were all right.

Ranna was amazed! Drab, Ash, and Grey were safe, but they were not dull and green anymore! Drab was ruby red with flecks of gold. Ash was a bright sapphire blue with streaks of black. Grey looked like a shimmering rainbow! The walls of the cave had melted and coated the frogs in brilliant colors.

2. The student needs to fix the ending by explaining how the problem is solved. Which sentences would best fit in this paragraph?
A. But his little friends hopped away from him. He followed them, but they just hopped more quickly, deeper and deeper into the cave.

B. Then he saw a giant crack in the cave wall! Ranna scooped up the three frogs and wriggled through.

C. “Now, no one will forget your bravery!” said Ranna. And to this day, the children and grandchildren of those three little frogs have beautiful skin, the color of gems.
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Writing Narrative Texts: Drafting the End of a Pourquoi Tale
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