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	Unit 2, Week 2: Example and Non-Example Focus Statements


Focus question: Why is the glass frog so hard to see?

Focus statements:

1. The glass frog’s transparent body helps it to survive.

2. The glass frog’s body is clear so it can blend in with its surroundings. It looks like whatever the frog is sitting on. Its eggs are see-through, too! I don’t think any other animals have clear bodies. Their bodies are clear so they can hide from predators.

3. I can hide so no one can find me. Sometimes I hide in a closet or under a blanket. I don’t think I can hide as well as a glass frog, though. Glass frogs can hide easily because of their see-through bodies. 

4. The glass frog is so hard to see because its body is see-through, which helps it to survive.
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card ((()


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1: 
· I can describe the features of an effective focus statement. (W.3.2a)

Day 3: 
· I can explain and give evidence for my focus statement. (W.3.2b)

Student Materials
Day 1:

· None
Day 3:

· Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures
Directions:

Day 1 
Your teacher will lead you through the activities on this card.

Focus statement:

· Tells the reader the focus, or main idea, of the paragraph

· Answers a focus question or a research question 

· Introduces the rest of the paragraph (which explains and gives evidence about the focus)
1. Focus question: Why do polliwogs wiggle? 

Underline the focus statement in each paragraph:
· Have you ever seen a polliwog swimming in a pond? To move, polliwogs wiggle their powerful tail. They move their tail back and forth to swim around.

· Imagine you had no arms or legs just like a polliwog. How would you move? Polliwogs move by wiggling because they have no legs.
2. How is water necessary for amphibians’ survival? Write your focus statement for this question in the space below:

	

	


Day 3 
Your teacher will lead you through the activities on this card.

1. Read the sentences related to the focus statement. Place a check mark next to the sentences that explain or give evidence for the focus statement:

· Glass frogs lay their eggs on leaves that hang over water. When the tadpoles hatch, they drop into the water.

· Most amphibians are frogs. Newts and salamanders are also amphibians.

· Many amphibians lay their eggs in water. Their eggs are soft and jellylike.

· Tree frogs have huge, sticky fingers. These fingers help them to climb in the trees in which they live.

· Amphibians need water to breathe and to breed.

2. Find a partner. Explain and give evidence for the focus statement to your 
partner.

Amphibians need water because…

Water helps amphibians to…

One thing amphibians use water for is to…

A reason amphibians need water is…

Another reason amphibians need water is…
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card ((()


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1: 
· I can describe the features of an effective focus statement. (W.3.2a)

Day 3:
·  I can explain and give evidence for my focus statement. (W.3.2b)

Student Materials
Day 1:

· None
Day 3:

· Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creature
Directions:

Day 1 
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

Focus statement:

· Tells the reader the focus, or main idea, of the paragraph

· Answers a focus question or a research question 

· Introduces the rest of the paragraph (which explains and gives evidence about the focus)

1. Focus question: Why do polliwogs wiggle? 
Underline the focus statement in each paragraph:

· Have you ever seen a polliwog swimming in a pond? To move, polliwogs wiggle their powerful tail. Polliwogs have long, skinny tails. When they first hatch, polliwogs do not have any arms or legs. They move their tail back and forth to swim around. Over several months, they lose their tail and grow arms and legs as they change into frogs. They aren’t polliwogs anymore, so they hop instead of wiggle!

· Imagine you had no arms or legs just like a polliwog. Like a polliwog, you just have a long tail. How would you move? Polliwogs move by wiggling because they have no legs. Their tail is very strong. They wiggle their tail back and forth, and that makes them swim. That’s just one reason they have to live in water. If they lived on land, they wouldn’t be able to move!

2. How is water necessary for amphibians’ survival? Write your focus statement for this question in the space below:

	

	


Day 3 
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

1. Below are some sentences related to the focus statement. Not all of them explain or give evidence for the focus statement. Place a check mark next to the sentences that explain or give evidence for the focus statement, and be prepared to explain to the group why:

· Glass frogs lay their eggs on leaves that hang over water. When the tadpoles hatch, they drop into the water.

· Most amphibians are frogs. Newts and salamanders are also amphibians.

· Many amphibians lay their eggs in water. Their eggs are soft and jellylike.

· Tree frogs have huge, sticky fingers. These fingers help them to climb in the trees in which they live.

· Amphibians need water to breathe and to breed.

2. Write your explanation and evidence for the focus statement in the space 
below:
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Cards 
(Answers for Teacher Reference)


Day 1 

1. Underline the focus statement in each paragraph: 
(Note that the same sentences should be underlined on each task card—there may be slight differences in the wording in the above grade-level task card, but the basic focus statement is still the same.)

· To move, polliwogs wiggle their powerful tail.

· Polliwogs move by wiggling because they have no legs.

2. Write your focus statement in the space below: 
(Students’ focus statements may vary; ensure that the statements meet the criteria generated as a group.)

· Amphibians need water to survive for many reasons.

· Water is important for amphibians to survive.

Day 3 

· Glass frogs lay their eggs on leaves that hang over water. When the tadpoles hatch, they drop into the water.

· Most amphibians are frogs. Newts and salamanders are also amphibians.

· Many amphibians lay their eggs in water. Their eggs are soft and jellylike.

· Tree frogs have huge, sticky fingers. These fingers help them to climb in the trees in which they live.

· Amphibians need water to breathe and to breed.
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1: 
· I can use a root of a word as a clue to help me find the meaning of a word with the same root. (L.3.4c)

Day 3: 
· I can use an academic vocabulary word in context. (L.3.6) 

Student Materials
Day 1:

· Dictionary (one per pair)

· Affix List 

Day 3:

· None
Directions:

Day 1 

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Read the definition of a root word and the example.

· A root word is the basic part of the word without an affix:

The biography of his life was a bestseller in bookstores. 

Graph is the root of the word biography, which is the story of someone’s life. Graph means write.
2. Timekeeper: set the timer for 3 minutes.

3. Pair up with someone in your group. 

· Think of as many words as you can that use the root word graph. Add prefixes and suffixes to make more words. For example, you can add bio- and -y to graph to make biography. Record the words you make in the table. 

4. Use a dictionary to check the definitions of the words you thought of. You may also list new words you find in the dictionary. 

5. Pair up with a new person from your group. Compare your lists. Add any new words to your list.

	Word
	What it means

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Day 3 

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Say the word you worked on with your teacher yesterday three times (regularly or brightly).

2. Pair up with someone who worked on the same word. Talk with your partner about what the word means.

3. Practice using the word in sentences. Say two sentences aloud to your partner using the word.

4. Write two or three sentences using the word below. You can write more sentences on the back if you have time:
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 1 and 2: 
· I can read my free choice reading text independently for 10 minutes. (RL.3.10, RI.3.10)

Day 3: 
· I can choose and respond to a prompt about my free choice reading text. (RI.3.10, RL.3.10)

Day 4: 
· I can listen carefully and ask questions of others about their free choice reading text. (RL.3.10, RI.3.10, SL.3.1) 

Student Materials
Days 1 and 2:

· Free choice reading text 

· Independent reading journal 
· Vocabulary log 

Day 3:

· Free choice reading text

· Independent reading journal 

· Vocabulary log 

· Independent Reading Prompt Bookmarks 

Day 4:

· Free choice reading text 
Directions:

Days 1–2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper. 
1. Read your free choice reading text independently for 10 minutes. 

2. Record your reading in your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read). 

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. 

Day 3 

You will act as your timekeeper and facilitator for this task card. Sit by a partner. As time permits, share your response with your partner during step 4.

1. Read your research reading text independently for 5 minutes.

2. Record your reading in your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read). 

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Record academic words at the front and topical words at the back. 

4. Choose a prompt from the Independent Reading Prompt Bookmarks to respond to. Respond to the prompt in your independent reading journal. Remember to choose a prompt carefully—choose one that you can respond to with the text you are reading.

Day 4

Get into groups of three or four. Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper.

Text Share:

1. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

2. Facilitator: You will go first:

· Show the group your text.

· Tell your group what your text is about. (“My text is about ____.”)

· Tell your group your opinion of the text. Explain why you have that opinion. (“I like/don’t like my text because _____.”)

· Group: As the facilitator shares, consider what else you would like to know about his or her text. Prepare a question about it.

3. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

4. Group: When the facilitator has finished sharing, take turns asking him or her questions. 

5. Repeat with each person in the group. 
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card (()


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 
· I can analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the 
suffix -ly. (RF.3.3a, L.3.4b, L.3.4c)

Day 4: 
· I can analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the 
suffix -y. (RF.3.3a, L.3.4b, L.3.4c)

Student Materials
Days 2 and 4:

· Affix List 

· Dictionary (one per pair)

Directions:
Day 2 
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

“Frogs regularly shed their outermost layer of skin cells to keep it healthy.” 

Source:

DK Publishing. Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures. New York: DK Publishing, 2011. Page 13.

The word is “regularly.”
1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:

	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	-ly means characteristic of


2. Complete the Vocabulary Square for the word regularly:

	Definition in your own words


	Words with the same affix
· _______________________ ly
· _______________________ ly

	Words with the same root (regular)


	Sketch 




Day 4 
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

“Frogs regularly shed their outermost layer of skin cells to keep it healthy.” 

Source:

DK Publishing. Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures. New York: DK Publishing, 2011. Page 13.

The word is “healthy.”

1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:

	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	-y means characteristic of


2. Complete the Vocabulary Square for the word healthy:

	Definition in your own words
	Words with the same affix
· _______________________ y
· _______________________ y

	Words with the same root (health)
	Sketch 
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card ((()


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 
· I can analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the 
suffix -ly. (RF.3.3a, L.3.4b)

Day 4: 
· I can analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the 
suffix -y. (RF.3.3a, L.3.4b)

Student Materials
Days 2 and 4:

· Affix List 

· Dictionary (one per pair)

Directions:

Day 2 
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

“Frogs regularly shed their outermost layer of skin cells to keep it healthy.”

Source:

DK Publishing. Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures. New York: DK Publishing, 2011. Page 13.

The word is “regularly.”
1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	


2. Complete the Vocabulary Square for the word regularly:
	Definition in your own words
	Words with the same affix

	Words with the same root (health)
	Sketch


3. Use the word in a sentence:
	


Day 4

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card.

“Frogs regularly shed their outermost layer of skin cells to keep it healthy.”

Source:

DK Publishing. Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures. New York: DK Publishing, 2011. Page 13.

The word is “healthy.”

1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	
	
	


2. Complete the Vocabulary Square for the word healthy:
	Definition in your own words
	Words with the same affix

	Words with the same root (health)
	Sketch


3. Use the word in a sentence:
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card (()


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 
· I can analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the 
suffix -ly. (RF.3.3a, L.3.4b)

Day 4: 
· I can analyze the meaning of an academic vocabulary word with the 
suffix -y. (RF.3.3a, L.3.4b)

Student Materials

Days 2 and 4:

· Affix List 

· Dictionary (one per pair)

Directions:

Day 2

	Pronunciation
	Translation
	Cognates

N/A

	Root
	Definition of root
	Suffix
	Definition of suffix

-ly means

	Sketch

	Definition in your own words:


Day 4
	Pronunciation
	Translation
	Cognates

N/A

	Root
	Definition of root
	Suffix
	Definition of suffix

-y means

	Sketch

	Definition in your own words:
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Cards (((() (Answers, for Teacher Reference)


Day 2

1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:

	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	regular
	-ly
	-ly means characteristic of


2. Complete the Vocabulary Square for the word regularly:

	Definition in your own words

Answers will vary, but could be something like:

Happens often in a pattern.


	Words with the same affix

Answers will vary, but could include:

· Badly

· Quietly

· Friendly

· Publicly

	Words with the same root (regular)

Answers will vary. Suggestions include:

· Irregular


	Sketch 

Answers will vary. Sketch will show something that happens on a regular basis.


3. Use the word in a sentence: 
Answers will vary, but could be something like: I have to practice playing the piano regularly to be good enough to perform in the show. 
Day 4

1. Use your Affix List. Break down the word into the root and any affixes:

	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix
	Definition of Affix

	
	health
	-y
	-y means characteristic of


2. Complete the Vocabulary Square for the word healthy:

	Definition in your own words

Answers will vary, but could be something like:

In good health


	Words with the same affix

Answers will vary, but could include:

· Cloudy

· Fishy

· Watery

· Gloomy

· Dusty

	Words with the same root (health)

Answers will vary. Suggestions include:

· Healthier

· Healthiest

· Healthful
	Sketch 

Answers will vary. Sketch will show something that is healthy.


3. Use the word in a sentence: 

Answers will vary, but could be something like: I try to eat a lot of healthy foods such as fruits and vegetables.
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Cards (()
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)


Day 2

Sample responses. Student responses may vary.

	Pronunciation

BRITE-lee
	Translation
	Cognates

N/A

	Root

bright
	Definition of root

bold and vivid colors
	Suffix

-ly
	Definition of suffix

-ly means the way something happens or appears; manner

	Sketch
a sketch including a bright color

	Definition in your own words
In a way that has bold and vivid colors


Day 4

Sample responses. Student responses may vary.

	Pronunciation

HEL-thee
	Translation
	Cognates

N/A

	Root

health
	Definition of root

free from illness or injury
	Suffix

-y
	Definition of suffix

-y means characteristic of

	Sketch
a sketch including a happy, strong person

	Definition in your own words
not sick
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	Unit 2, Week 2: Student Task Card 


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 2: 
· I can revise a focus statement to make it stronger. (W.3.2a)

Day 4: 
· I can explain and give evidence for my focus statement. (W.3.2b)

Student Materials
Day 2:

· Focus Statement Criteria anchor chart

Day 4:

· Focus Statement Criteria anchor chart

· Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures

Directions:

Day 2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

Focus statement:

· Tells the reader the focus, or main idea, of the paragraph

· Answers a focus question or a research question

· Introduces the rest of the paragraph (which explains and gives evidence about the focus)
1. Review the Focus Statement Criteria anchor chart: As a group, chorally read the criteria aloud.

2. Chorally read the focus question: Why does where a frog live affect how the frog looks and/or acts? 

· Think about a focus statement to answer this focus question.

· Tell your focus statement to an elbow partner.

· Write your focus statement:
	


3. Peer Critique: Use stars and steps to give a partner feedback on his or her focus statement.

1. Pair up with someone else. Label yourselves A and B.

2. Partner A: read your focus statement aloud for partner B.

3. Partner B: use the Focus Statement Criteria anchor chart to provide one star (something partner A did well).

4. Partner B: use the Focus Statement Criteria anchor chart to provide one step (something to improve).

5. Repeat with partner B reading the focus statement and partner A providing a star and a step.

6. Use the stars and steps to revise your focus statements.

Revised focus statement:

	


Day 4

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.
1. Review the Focus Statement Criteria anchor chart: As a group, chorally read the criteria aloud.

2. Chorally read the focus question: Why does where a frog live affect how the frog looks and/or acts? 

3. Read your focus statement from Day 2.

4. Write your explanation and evidence for the focus statement in the space below. Use evidence from Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures.
	

	

	

	

	


5. Peer Critique: Use stars and steps to give a partner feedback on his or her 
explanation and evidence.

· Pair up with someone else. Label yourselves A and B.

· Partner A: read your explanation and evidence sentences aloud for partner B.

· Partner B: provide one star (something partner A did well).

· Partner B: provide one step (something to improve).

· Repeat with partner B reading your explanation and evidence and partner A providing a star and a step.

· Use the stars and steps to revise your explanation and evidence.

Revised explanation and evidence:
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