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Poster Walk Posters

Directions: On a sheet of chart paper, create the posters according to the directions below. Post around the classroom before the lesson.
	Poster Walk poster 1
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster: 

“What can you infer about frog adaptations from these pictures and/or text?”

Display the book Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures by Marilyn Singer under the poster.

Bookmark the following pages of the book with sticky notes:

pages 20 and 21 (“Amazon horned frog”).

	Poster Walk poster 2
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster: 

“What can you infer about frog adaptations from these pictures and/or text?”

Display the book Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures by Marilyn Singer under the poster.

Bookmark the following pages of the book with sticky notes:

pages 32 and 33 (“The glass frog”).

	Poster Walk poster 3
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster: 

“What can you infer about frog adaptations from these pictures and/or text?”

Display the book Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures by Marilyn Singer under the poster.

Bookmark the following pages of the book with sticky notes:

pages 36 and 37 (“The water-holding frog”).

	Poster Walk poster 4
	Write the following quote from “All about the Water-Holding Frog”: 

“A water-holding frog can store water in its body and live underground for a long time.”

Write the discussion question below the quote on the poster: “What can you infer about frog adaptations from this text?”

	Poster Walk poster 5
	Write the following quote from “The Amazon Horned Frog”: 

“Amazon horned frogs have small horns above their eyes that help them hide under the leaves on the forest floor. Their horns look just like leaf stems.”

Write the discussion question below the quote on the poster: “What can you infer about frog adaptations from this text?”

	Poster Walk poster 6
	Write the following quote from “Transparent Wonder”: 

“Glass frogs’ backs are green and see-through. This makes them very hard to see when they are sitting on a green leaf.”

Write the discussion question below the quote on the poster: “What can you infer about frog adaptations from this text?”


Directions for Poster Walk

Poster Walk Protocol

In this protocol, you will work with your group to answer the following question as you visit a series of posters and examine their photographs or text. After discussing the question and the poster, your group will record its thinking on the poster below the picture or text.

Discussion question: What do you notice or wonder about how frogs survive from the pictures and/or text on this poster?”

Directions:

1. Examine the poster’s picture or text and discuss the question above.

2. Record your group’s response using details from the picture or text to support your answer.
3. Move to the next poster when your teacher gives a signal.
4. If another group has visited the poster before your group, respond to both the question and their answer.

Freaky Frog Essay Prompt 

Directions: You have been researching a particular frog and how it is uniquely adapted to its environment. Using your research notes and the texts you read about your frog, you will write an informational essay. This piece will be part of the book you are creating. Other students will read your book to learn more about frogs and their adaptations.

For this task, write an informational essay that describes your frog and at least two adaptations that help your frog to survive. In your piece, introduce the topic by describing what your frog looks like, its habitat, its predators, and its prey. Then describe at least two of your frog’s unique adaptations and how they help the frog survive. Clearly state your focus and use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, and details to explain what you discovered in your research. Clearly organize your writing by using linking words to connect your ideas. Wrap up the piece with a concluding section.

REMEMBER: A well-written informational piece:
· Clearly states a focus and stays focused throughout the piece.

· Uses accurate and relevant facts, definitions, and details to support the focus.

· Clearly presents information that is easy to understand and engages the reader.

· Follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).

· Incorporates research from sources.

Now, begin work on your informational piece. Manage your time carefully so that you can:

1. Review the texts used in your research and your research notes.

2. Write your informational piece.

3. Use the Informational Writing Checklist to revise and edit your writing to be sure it meets all the criteria.

Freaky Frogs Research Notebook

My Freaky Frog Research Note-catcher 

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8

Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?

My freaky frog is the: POISON-DART FROG
Sources: “Poison Dart Frog,” Everything You Need to Know … pages 17, 38, 47 
	Category
	Facts, Definitions, Details

	Habitat
	tropical forests
Colombia
South America

	What It Looks Like
	bright warning colors
red, yellow

	Predators
	frog-eating snake

	Prey
	ants
mites


Freaky Frogs Research Notebook

My Freaky Frog Research Note-catcher 

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?

My freaky frog is the: WATER-HOLDING FROG

Sources: “All about the Water-Holding Frog,” Everything You Need to Know… pages 36–37
	Category
	Facts, Definitions, Details

	Habitat
	desert
dry
Australia
underground when hibernating
puddles, pools, and streams when active

	What It Looks Like
	wide head
thick body
webbed feet
gray, dark brown, green
white belly
smooth skin
warts
gets bigger when it absorbs water

	Predators
	snakes
birds
larger frogs
lizards

	Prey
	small frogs and tadpoles
small fish
small insects


Freaky Frogs Research Notebook

My Freaky Frog Research Note-catcher 

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?

My freaky frog is the: AMAZON HORNED FROG

Sources: “The Amazon Horned Frog,” Everything You Need to Know… pages 20–21
	Category
	Facts, Definitions, Details

	Habitat
	Amazon rain forest
ponds
South America

	What It Looks Like
	bigger than most frogs—can be the size of a small dinner plate
weighs up to a pound
grows up to 8 inches long
round body
small horns above eyes
large mouth and sharp teeth—mouth is wider than the length of its body
tan females
green males

	Predators
	no known predators

	Prey
	eats almost anything—anything smaller than itself
can eat prey almost as big as itself
eats ants and other insects
eats mice or occasionally rats


Freaky Frogs Research Notebook

My Freaky Frog Research Note-catcher 

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?

My freaky frog is the: GLASS FROG

Sources: “Transparent Wonder,” Everything You Need to Know… pages 32–33
	Category
	Facts, Definitions, Details

	Habitat
	Central and South America
Costa Rica
lives in trees
warm, moist places
rain forest canopy—trees are covered with clouds
steady stream of water nearby

	What It Looks Like
	clear, see-through skin; transparent
can see its insides—heart, stomach, blood, bones
hard to see
shades of green on top of its body; more 
transparent from underneath
gold eyes
small—as small as an almond, 1–3 inches
tiny, round-ended toes

	Predators
	birds
snakes

	Prey
	insects
flies
tiny spiders


Poison Dart Frog

Humans and Poison Dart Frogs

In the tropical forests of Colombia, native people traditionally hunt using blowguns. These blowguns are made of a hollow piece of palm wood and shoot poison darts. The native people make these poison darts with the help of a special frog, the poison dart frog. The skin of poison dart frogs is so poisonous that it can paralyze and sometimes even kill anyone who touches them. To make their poison darts, hunters use a stick to hold the poison dart frog in place and then carefully roll the tip of a dart across the frog’s back.

Predator and Prey

The poison dart frog’s only predator is the frog-eating snake. Somehow the frog-eating snake is able to eat the frogs and not die. Poison dart frogs are so poisonous that their poison can even paralyze a human. But don’t worry; poison dart frogs that live in captivity aren’t poisonous. Scientists believe that this is because the frogs develop their poison from eating ants and mites that carry poisons. As the poison dart frog eats more bugs, it becomes more poisonous.

A Visual Warning

There are many different types of poison dart frogs that live throughout Central and South America. The frogs come in many different bright colors. For example, the strawberry poison dart frog is bright red, and the Phyllobates terribillis is bright yellow. Neither of these poison dart frogs worry about being seen by predators. Instead, they make sure that predators see them, because their bright coloring is a warning sign not to touch.

Protecting the Young

Poison dart frogs do a lot to keep themselves and their babies safe. Unlike some frogs that leave their eggs after they are laid, the poison dart frog stays and is very protective of its young. First the eggs are laid in a leaf; then, when the eggs hatch, the tadpole climbs onto its parent’s back and is carried to a tiny pool of water. The parents often stay and continue to care for their tadpoles, protecting them and bringing them food. 

The poison dart frog has many methods for keeping itself and its young safe!
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Sources:

James, Lincoln, Deadly Poison Dart Frogs (New York: Gareth Stevens Publishing, 2012).

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/amphibians/group/poison-dart-frogs/
“The Poison Dart Frog” by Jeanette Jenkins, Boys’ Quest Magazine, Feb 2002, Volume 7, 
Issue 5.

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/frog_strawberrypoisondart_tadpole 

All about the Water-Holding Frog
A Water-Holding Frog’s Body

Water-holding frogs have wide heads and thick bodies. They also have webbed back feet. Water-holding frogs are usually gray, dark brown, or green and have a white belly. Their skin is smooth to the touch except for the warts spread over the body.

Where Does the Water-Holding Frog Live?

The water-holding frog lives in the dry deserts of Australia. In many ways, these frogs are just like any other, until the water from the last rains dry up.

An Amazing Adaptation!

A water-holding frog can store water in its body and live underground for a long time. When it rains, the water-holding frog absorbs half of its weight in water! This water is stored in its bladder and in pockets in its skin.

When the ground starts to dry up, the water-holding frog uses its webbed feet to dig. It digs deep into the ground to escape the sun and heat. The frog will then surround itself in a dead-skin cocoon. The cocoon helps the frog keep the water inside its body.

When the rain begins again, the water-holding frog will break out of its cocoon and dig out of the ground. It will then look for small frogs, tadpoles, and insects to eat. 

Predators of the water-holding frog include birds, larger frogs and lizards.

The Water-Holding Frog’s Life Cycle

The water-holding frog will look for a mate when it is above ground. Male water-holding frogs use a mating call to find a female. Once a male and female mate, the female water-holding frog will lay her eggs in a puddle. She may lay up to 500 eggs at a time! 

When the eggs hatch, the tiny tadpoles must go through metamorphosis to become froglets before the ground dries up again.
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Sources:

Tom Jackson, Frog: A Photographic Portrait (New York: DK Publishing, 2010).

Nic Bishop, Frogs (New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008).

National Geographic video “Frogs and Toads: Freak of Nature: Water-Holding Frog,”(2:00), 
© 1996–2012 National Geographic Society; http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/animals/amphibians-animals/frogs-and-toads/frog_waterholding/
Glossary:

absorb—take in or soak up 

bladder—sac in humans and in animals that collects urine

cocoon—a covering or shell that wraps around

metamorphosis—changing from a young animal into an adult

The Amazon Horned Frog 

Habitat 

Amazon horned frogs live in ponds of the Amazon basin in South America. The Amazon basin contains the Amazon rain forest, which stretches out through many countries in South America, including Colombia, Brazil, Peru, and Ecuador. This means you can find an Amazon horned frog in many places. 

Physical Characteristics

Amazon horned frogs are huge. They can weigh up to a pound and grow up to 8 inches long! Female Amazon horned frogs are mostly tan. The tan color makes it easier for the females to hide. The male frogs are many different shades of green and look like the leaves in the forest. 

Amazon horned frogs have an enormous mouth with very sharp teeth. Amazingly, they swallow what they eat whole, which means they take only one big gulp to eat their prey. Some scientists call the Amazon horned frog the “Pac Man” of frogs.

Amazon horned frogs have small horns above their eyes that help them hide under the leaves on the forest floor. Their horns look just like leaf stems. 

Predators and Prey

One other amazing feature of the Amazon horned frog is that they don’t care at all about what they eat. They eat almost anything that they can catch in their large mouths. They catch their prey by ambushing it. Amazon horned frogs have no known predators, and are truly amazing! 
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Sources:

National Geographic, “Amazon Horned Frog,” © 1996–2012 National Geographic Society; http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/amphibians/amazon-horned-frog/
Tom Jackson, Frog: A Photographic Portrait (New York: DK Publishing, 2010).

Nic Bishop, Frogs (New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008).

Glossary:

tan—a shade of brown

ambushing—making a surprise attack

Transparent Wonder 

Deep in the rain forest of South America is the most amazing frog. The glass frog is resting on a leaf. It is almost invisible to anybody looking at the leaf. 

The Glass Frog’s Body

Glass frogs have transparent skin on their bellies. You can see their insides! You can see their hearts and their stomachs. You can even see their blood and bones! Glass frogs’ backs are green and see-through. This makes them very hard to see when they are sitting on a green leaf. They often have gold eyes. They can see things from very far away. Many of them are very small, even as small as an almond! 

Habitat

Glass frogs live in the rain forest in countries like Costa Rica. Most glass frogs live in the trees. Glass frogs need to live in warm, moist places, such as the rain forest canopy, and have a steady stream of water near them. 

Predators and Prey

Glass frogs like to eat what many frogs eat. They like to eat insects, flies, and tiny spiders. Their predators have a very hard time seeing them. This helps them survive. Their predators are the same as many other frogs: birds and snakes. 

Staying Safe

The glass frog’s see-through skin is an amazing adaptation. It helps the frog stay almost invisible to anything that would want to eat it. It also helps it catch the small insects it eats. Glass frogs also stay safe because they sleep during the day when their predators are most active. They come out at night when they are even harder to see. Glass frogs also do something amazing to help keep their eggs safe. They lay their eggs on the underside of a leaf, so the eggs can’t be seen. The leaf is above a stream, so when the eggs hatch, the tadpoles drop right into the water! 
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Sources: 

David Brian Butvill, “Shining a Light on Glass Frogs,” National Wildlife magazine, April 2008; https://www.nwf.org/en/Magazines/National-Wildlife/2008/Shining-a-Light-on-Glass-Frogs
Tom Jackson, Frog: A Photographic Portrait (New York: DK Publishing, 2010).

Nic Bishop, Frogs (New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, 2008).

Glossary:

invisible—not able to be seen

transparent—see-through[image: image1.emf]
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 3: Module 2: Unit 3: Lesson 1


Reading Informational Texts: Researching Freaky Frogs
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