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	Adaptations and the Wide World of Frogs
	Grade 3: Module 2: Unit 1: Lesson 3
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Close Reading: “The Poison-Dart Frogs” 
Note-catcher

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RF.3.4, L.3.4a

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

Source: “The Poison-Dart Frogs” from Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs

	What adjectives are used to describe poison dart frogs?

	What do poison dart frogs look like?


Close Reading Guide: “The Poison-Dart Frogs”

(For Teacher Reference)

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, RF.3.4, L.3.4a

Time: 15 minutes

	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	1. What is unique about the appearance of poison dart frogs? (RL.3.1)

2. Reread lines 1–4. Choose one line and color the picture to show what a poison dart frog might look like. (RL.3.1, RL.3.4, L.3.4a)

3. Why are poison dart frogs called “Masters of Fine Art”? (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.4, L.3.4a)
	· Pair up students. Throughout this close read, students will work in pairs to discuss answers to the questions you ask. Use different strategies to have them respond, such as cold calling, selecting volunteers, or responding chorally as a group. 
· Remind students that they chorally read this poem during the Opening of the lesson. Explain that now they will reread the poem closely to understand its meaning. 
· Invite students to reread “The Poison-Dart Frogs” with their partner.
· Ask:
“What is an adjective?” (a word that describes a noun or pronoun)

“What adjectives are used to describe poison dart frogs?” (brown, oval orange spots, crimson, black, neon green, blue-black bands, tangerine, lemon strands, banana yellow, ultramarine)

“What do these adjectives tell us about poison dart frogs?” (They are different colors.)

· Ask Question 1. (They are colorful.)
· Invite students to find the box labeled “What do poison dart frogs look like?” on their note-catcher. Ask Question 2.
· Invite students to reread the last two lines of the poem:
“And though their poison can tip a dart/These frogs are Masters of Fine Art.”
· Ask:
“Masters is a way to say someone is an expert at doing something. What does the poet say poison dart frogs are masters of?” 
(fine art)
· Explain that fine is art that is especially beautiful or admired. Ask Question 3. (because they are so colorful)
· If productive, cue students to expand the conversation by saying more:
“Can you say more about that?” (Responses will vary.)

	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	LANGUAGE DIVE
	Throughout the Language Dive:

· Encourage rich conversation among students about the meaning of each of the sentence strip chunks, what the academic phrases within each chunk mean, and how they relate to the sentence and the text overall. Monitor and guide conversation with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues.
· After asking questions, provide students up to one minute of think time to reflect, depending on the complexity of the question. Alternatively, invite partners to discuss, providing an allocated time for each student.
· Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference. 
· Where possible, consider placing sketches, pictures, or illustrations above key nouns and verbs in the chunks after discussing their meanings. This will allow students to quickly access the content of each chunk as they work with the structures in the sentence as a whole.
· For translation work, invite students to use their online or paper translation dictionary if necessary. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary log.

	4. What is the meaning of this sentence?
5. How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?
	Deconstruct

· Invite students to place their fingers on the last two lines of the poem: And though their poison can tip a dart/These frogs are Masters of Fine Art.
· Read aloud the lines twice, and then ask students to take turns reading them aloud with a partner.
· Tell students you will give them time to think and discuss with their partners. Ask questions #4–5. (Responses will vary.)

	6. What does this chunk 
tell us?
	· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: And though

· Ask question #6. (It tells us that this line connects to the lines and ideas before because they are linking words. They link ideas together.)
· Ask:
“What does the linking word though tell us?” (The author is going to give two ideas that contrast with each other. The two ideas seem like they do not agree.)


	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	7. What is this line about?
	· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: their poison
“What is poison?” (Poison is something that harms you if it gets inside your body through your skin or mouth.)
· Ask question #7. (the frogs’ poison; poison is in Burmese; poison is something that harms you if it gets inside your body through your skin or mouth.)
· Ask: 
“Why do some frogs have poison?” (to protect themselves)

	8. What can 
the frog’s poison do?
	· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: can tip a dart,
· Ask question #8. (It can go on the tip of a dart, or a sharp little stick that people can use to kill animals to eat. People called the Emberá Chocó, who live in Colombia, make poison darts from the poison in poison dart frogs.)
· Ask:
“Why do they make poison darts? How is that similar to and different from what you do? How do you get food?” (Answers will vary but could include: They make the darts to survive. We don’t have to kill animals or plants ourselves to survive. We buy food at stores.)
“Who puts poison on the dart? How do you know?” (The hunter. I know that frogs are animals and can’t do that. It says the frog’s poison can tip a dart, and I know poison can’t do that by itself.) 
“In this case, is tip a verb or a noun?” (Tip is the verb or action word because it means to be on the end of something. Tip can also mean to point something downward, as in tipping a cup or a hat. Tip can also be a noun.)
“Sometimes verbs and nouns that are related sound the same. Can you think of another example?” (You can see a play, but you can also play a game.)
· Students can pretend the tips of their fingers are darts and act like they are tipping a dart.
· Students can sketch the tip of a dart and sketch poison on it in their note-catchers. 


	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	9. What is the next line about?
	· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: These frogs

· Ask question #9. (Poison dart frog; I know because that is the frog we were talking about before.)
· Ask:
“Why does the author use these?” (to tell us they are the same frogs we were talking about before and not different frogs)

	10. To what profession does the author compare the poison dart frogs?
11. Why does the author say poison dart frogs are artists?
	· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: are Masters of Fine Art.
· Ask question #10. (artists; really great artists)
· Ask:
“A master is someone really great at something. You can be a master of all kinds of things, like teaching or fixing computers. What are some other things that you could be a master of?” (Responses will vary.)
· Ask question #11. (They are so colorful that it looks like they are making art.) 
· Remind students that the author used though to introduce two ideas that do not seem to agree. Ask:
“The author says that their poison is used for darts, and that they are really colorful. Why don’t those two ideas seem to go together? (People don’t usually think something beautiful and colorful can also be harmful or dangerous.)


	12. What other questions can we ask that will help us understand these lines?
13. Now what do you think is the meaning of these lines?
14. How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?
	Reconstruct

· Tell students that playing with the chunks out of order like a puzzle can help them figure out how English works.
· Scramble the sentence strip chunks so that the stanza doesn’t make sense and display so all students can see. Say:
“Put the chunks of the poem in the correct sequence.”
· Invite students to work with their partners. Cold call students to come to the front to put the chunks in the correct order for the whole class to see.
· Point to and read the entire stanza on display: And though their poison can tip a dart/These frogs are Masters of Fine Art.
· Ask questions #12–14. (Responses will vary, but may include: Poison dart frogs are dangerous and beautiful. It tells me more information about frog adaptations.)
· If productive, cue students to expand the conversation by saying more:
“Can you say more about that?” (Responses will vary.)

	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	15. Can you use this frame to tell your partner the meaning of the sentence in your own words?
16. Can you post the language chunks around the room on the appropriate Language Chunk Wall?
	Practice

· Display the sentence frame: And though their poison can ________, these frogs are _______.
· Ask question #15 (And though their poison can harm other animals, these frogs are very beautiful to look at.)
· Tell students that posting the chunks in language categories will help them use the language again for future speaking and writing tasks. 
· Ask question #16. Post the chunks accordingly. Examples:


	
	Language to connect words, phrases, 
clauses
	Nouns and noun phrases (people, places, things)
	Verbs and verb phrases (actions and states of being)

	
	And though
	their poison 

These frogs
	can tip a dart,

are Masters of 
Fine Art.


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks:
“The Poison-Dart Frogs”

(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: Create sentence strip chunks as shown below. Follow the instructions in the Language Dive Guide. 

	And though

	their poison

	can tip a dart,

	These frogs

	are Masters of Fine Art.


Language Dive Note-catcher: 
“The Poison-Dart Frogs”

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

	And though their poison can tip a dart, 
These frogs are Masters of Fine Art.

Sketch poison on the tip of a dart.
And though their poison can ___________________________________,
These frogs are ______________________________________________.


Working to Contribute to a Better World 
Anchor Chart

Directions: Add the following in bold to the anchor chart, leaving space to add to it throughout the unit.

Put learning to use to improve communities 

	Habit of character
	What does it 
look like?
	What does it 
sound like?

	I apply my learning to help our school, the community, and the environment.
	· Creating products like posters, leaflets, or videos for the school or community.
· Putting together presentations for the school or the community.
· Organizing an event to benefit the school, the community or the environment.
	· “Did you know that…?”

	I use my strengths to help others grow.
	
	


Working to Contribute to a Better World 
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Add the following in bold to the anchor chart, leaving space to add to it throughout the unit.

Put learning to use to improve communities 

	Habit of character
	What does it 
look like?
	What does it 
sound like?

	I apply my learning to help our school, the community, and the environment.
	· Creating products like posters, leaflets, or videos for the school or community.
· Putting together presentations for the school or the community.
· Organizing an event to benefit the school, the community or the environment.
	· “Did you know that…?”

	I use my strengths to help others grow.
	· Helping someone with something that I can do well (for example helping someone read, or spell something)

· Sharing my work with someone to explaining how it meets the criteria

· Providing kind, specific and helpful peer feedback
	· “I think I can help you with that?”

· “Is there anything I can help you with?”

· “I can see how your work meets this criteria, but have you thought about…?”


Narrative Planning Graphic Organizer: 
“Why Do Polliwogs Wiggle?”

W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	Beginning
	Middle
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 Establish a situation.
· What is happening?
tadpoles getting ready for a race

· Where?
a stream in the forest

· When?
many years ago
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Introduce the characters.

· Who are the main characters?
Tad the tadpole
the other tadpoles

· What are they like?
have short tails
glide through the water
Tad’s tail is shortest
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Describe a problem. 
· What is the problem? 
The tadpoles have been practicing for the big race.
Tad is the slowest because of his short tail.

· What sequencing words will you use to show the order of events? 
first, then
all of a sudden


	Middle
	End
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Explain how the character(s) respond to the problem.

· How does he/she feel?
Tad feels frustrated and sad.

· What does he/she think?
He thinks it’s unfair that his tail is so short.

He wishes he was a faster swimmer.

· What does he/she say?
“It’s not fair!”

“I give up.”

“I keep practicing, but it’s no use! I’m not getting any faster.”

“What am I going to do?”

· What does he/she do? 
practices swimming

goes to see his friend, the snail
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Provide a solution/resolution.

· How is the problem solved/resolved?
Tad’s friend, the snail, accidentally sat on Tad’s tail while Tad got ready to practice gliding through the water.

The snail said, “Ready, set, go!” and Tad started to glide off, but he couldn’t go anywhere.

Tad’s head shot forward, but his tail stayed under the snail.

Tad’s tail got longer.

The snail jumped off Tad’s tail in surprise.

Tad practiced swimming by wiggling his longer tail instead of gliding and was much faster.

At the race, Tad wiggled his long tail instead of gliding through the water and won!
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The Point

· What is the message/purpose of your narrative?
That’s why tadpoles wiggle and have long tails.


Narrative Planning Graphic Organizer: 
“Why Do Polliwogs Wiggle?”

W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

	Beginning
	Middle

	 Establish a situation.

· What is happening?
· Where?
· When?
Introduce the characters.

· Who are the main characters?

· What are they like?

	Describe a problem.

· What is the problem? 

· What sequencing words will you use to show the order of events?


	Middle
	End

	Explain how the character(s) respond to the problem.
· How does he/she feel?
· What does he/she think?
· What does he/she say?
· What does he/she do?

	Provide a solution/
resolution.

· How is the problem solved/resolved?
The Point

· What is the message/purpose of your narrative?


Why the Poison Dart Frog Is So Colorful
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Long, long ago, deep in Africa, a boy named Ranna lived by himself in a secret, magical cave. On the outside, the cave was dull, rocky, and gray. But inside, the walls of the cave were covered with glittering jewels—rubies, diamonds, and sapphires.
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Ranna shared his cave with three pet frogs. They were named Drab, Ash, and Grey, and their skin was a dull gray-green. Drab was tiny. Ash was tinier, and little Grey was the tiniest of all.

[image: image3.emf]
	


One day Ranna was playing a hunting game with his frog friends. He accidentally knocked over one of the torches that lit up the cave. The torch fell onto the dried grass Ranna used for a bed and set it on fire!
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“Help! Please help me,” Ranna screamed. He knew he had to find a way out! He ran for the entrance, but it was in flames. He reached down to pick up Drab, Ash, and Grey. But his little friends hopped away from him. He followed them, but they just hopped more quickly, deeper and deeper into the cave.

Why the Poison Dart Frog Is So Colorful
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Ranna thought, “How strange; it seems to be getting cooler.” Then he saw a giant crack in the cave wall! Ranna scooped up the three frogs and wriggled through. First, Ranna took a deep breath of fresh air. Then he bent down to see if Drab, Ash, and Grey were all right.
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Ranna was amazed! Drab, Ash, and Grey were safe, but they were not dull and green anymore! Drab was ruby red with flecks of gold. Ash was a bright sapphire blue with streaks of black. Grey looked like a shimmering rainbow! The walls of the cave had melted and coated the frogs in brilliant colors.
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“Now no one will ever forget your bravery!” said Ranna. And to this day, the children and grandchildren of those three little frogs have beautiful skin, the color of gems.

Written by EL Education for instructional purposes.[image: image8.emf]
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 3: Module 2: Unit 1: Lesson 3


Writing Narrative Texts: �Planning a Pourquoi Tale
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