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	Voices of the Holocaust
	Grade 8: Module 3: Unit 3: Lesson 9



Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 9
W.8.3
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, complete the tasks and answer the questions.

Read the following questions from the Upstander Model: “Interview with Anna Jensen” narrative.

How was your life impacted by the Holocaust?

What did you do in the face of great oppression and why? 

· How were you an upstander?

· What led you to this work/action? 

· Can you describe a particular moment that affected you or your work a great deal?

· How did you react in this moment?

· What was the outcome of this impact?

What would be your message to future generations, such as my own? 

How can I be an upstander in my own life? 

How will answering these questions, from your upstander’s perspective, help you tell their important story? 

Students should recognize that these questions will uncover how their upstander acted as an upstander, and they will also allow one significant moment to be described in detail, as well as uncover the lasting messages their upstander has for future generations.
Are there any other questions you would like to ask your upstander?

Students may propose additional questions, but should answer all of the questions listed above.
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Directions: As you enter class, complete the tasks and answer the questions.

Read the following questions from the Upstander Model: “Interview with Anna Jensen” narrative.

How was your life impacted by the Holocaust?

What did you do in the face of great oppression and why? 

· How were you an upstander?

· What led you to this work/action? 

· Can you describe a particular moment that affected you or your work a great deal?

· How did you react in this moment?

· What was the outcome of this impact?

What would be your message to future generations, such as my own? 

How can I be an upstander in my own life? 

How will answering these questions, from your upstander’s perspective, help you tell their important story? 

Are there any other questions you would like to ask your upstander?

Narrative Writing Practice: Pacing, Dialogue, 
and Sensory Details Note-Catcher
W.8.3
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions:
1. With your partner, reread Anna’s responses to the second part of question 1 in the model narrative, and underline any sensory details the writer uses.

2. Fill in the chart, tracking the sensory details you found from the model.

Fill in the chart below, matching the sensory details you found from the model to the correct category.
A. They were dragging him out of his bakery.
B. I heard shouts and scuffling.
C. It was a beautiful spring day in 1942 in Amsterdam.
D. “Dear God, no,” I whispered to myself.
E. The siren’s scream filled the air.
F. My friend the baker was surrounded by two German soldiers with swastikas stitched on their uniforms.
G. I watched the soldiers muscle him into a military truck and drive away.
H. The baker’s apron hanging there on a hook as if the baker had just stepped out for a moment to buy butter.
I. Emptiness filled the bakery.
J. I could barely hear beneath that sound the muffled screams of the baker.
	Anna is seeing.
	Anna is hearing.

	C
It was a beautiful spring day in 1942 in Amsterdam.
F
My friend the baker was surrounded by two German soldiers with swastikas stitched on their uniforms.
A
They were dragging him out of his bakery.
G
I watched the soldiers muscle him into a military truck and drive away.
H
The baker’s apron hanging there on a hook as if the baker had just stepped out for a moment to buy butter.
I
Emptiness filled the bakery.
	B
I heard shouts and scuffling.
D
“Dear God, no,” I whispered to myself.
E
The siren’s scream filled the air.
J
I could barely hear beneath that sound the muffled screams of the baker.


3. Revise this sentence by rewriting it, adding sensory details and dialogue to engage the reader.

As I walked down the street in the morning, I saw the men walk into the newspaper office.

Answers will vary, but may include: I strolled past the cafe, enjoying the warmth of the morning sun. Then suddenly, without warning, the stomping of soldiers’ boots echoed through the lane, and my heartbeat quickened with of fear. Suddenly I heard boots trampling over the threshold of the Amsterdam Daily newspaper office. “What is it?” I whispered silently to myself in terror. Then I heard glass shatter as the door was knocked violently off its hinges and fell with a crash to the ground, while a woman’s shriek erupted from the office.
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Directions:
4. With your partner, reread Anna’s responses to the second part of question 1 in the model narrative, and underline any sensory details the writer uses.

5. Fill in the chart, tracking the sensory details you found from the model.

	Anna is seeing.
	Anna is hearing.

	
	


6. Revise this sentence by rewriting it, adding sensory details and dialogue to engage the reader.

As I walked down the street in the morning, I saw the men walk into the newspaper office.

Narrative Writing Practice: Pacing, Dialogue, 
and Sensory Details Note-Catcher

W.8.3

Name:
Date:


Directions:

7. With your partner, reread Anna’s responses to the second part of question 1 in the model narrative, and underline any sensory details the writer uses.
8. Fill in the chart, matching the sensory details you found from the model to the correct category.
A. They were dragging him out of his bakery.

B. I heard shouts and scuffling.

C. It was a beautiful spring day in 1942 in Amsterdam.

D. “Dear God, no,” I whispered to myself.

E. The siren’s scream filled the air.

F. My friend the baker was surrounded by two German soldiers with swastikas stitched on their uniforms.

G. I watched the soldiers muscle him into a military truck and drive away.

H. The baker’s apron hanging there on a hook as if the baker had just stepped out for a moment to buy butter.

I. Emptiness filled the bakery.

J. I could barely hear beneath that sound the muffled screams of the baker.

	Anna is seeing.
	Anna is hearing.

	
	


9. Revise this sentence by rewriting it, adding sensory details and dialogue to engage the reader.
As I walked down the street in the morning, I saw the men walk into the newspaper office.
Upstander Profile: Interview Planner
W.8.3a, W.8.4
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: You will be writing a narrative interview to describe your upstander’s experiences in the Holocaust, focusing on one particular moment where he or she made a conscious decision to take action.

The format of the narrative will be similar to the one in the model you analyzed. You will write a series of questions and answers, in interview style, between yourself and your upstander. Please use this planner to organize your ideas and determine aspects of your upstander’s experience.

You should be prepared to answer all of the following questions about your upstander. You may also choose to go deeper with one of the questions, or propose a follow-up question if you would like.

10. Think:
· How would your upstander have responded?

· What details will you include to make your upstander’s experience come alive?

11. Plan:
· Use the space below to plan how your upstander would respond to each of the questions listed above.

· Consider planning a follow-up response to some of the questions.

Upstander Interview Questions

	Question
	How would your upstander have responded?
	What details will you include to make your upstander’s experience come alive?

	Can you tell me about a particular moment in your life that helped you realize you had to do this work?

Any follow-up questions?

Answers will vary, but may include: “And then what happened?” or “What happened next?”
	She would tell about the time she saw her neighborhood baker taken by Nazis.
	· Hearing shouts and commotion
· Seeing the baker surrounded by Nazis
· Seeing their uniforms and swastikas
· Watching the Nazis drag the baker away and stuff him into a truck
· Hearing sirens
· Hearing the baker scream
· Seeing the baker’s apron left hanging in the shop
· Seeing the empty shop

	How did that moment affect you? What did you realize about what you needed to do?

Any follow-up questions?

Answers will vary, but may include: “What were you thinking at that time?”
	Anna would explain that she felt ashamed that she didn’t do anything and knew she needed to start to take action.
	· She still feels shame today.
· She knew the baker well, and his shop was not far from her father’s shop.
· She still remembers that moment.
· She still can imagine his face.
· She knew someone like the baker could not be a bad man.
· A good man was taken away.

	So, what did you do in response?

Any follow-up questions?

Answers will vary, but may include: “What made you keep going despite the risks?”
	Anna would explain how she spent the rest of the war fighting back.
	· Helped Jewish neighbors find safe houses
· Found bunkers
· It was risky; those caught would be sentenced to death.
· Could be sent to Auschwitz
· But she always thought about the baker.

	Now that you are looking back at your experience as an upstander, how would you say this whole experience affected you?

Any follow-up questions?

Answers will vary.
	Anna would say we have to prevent and resist evil, and we need to look for the small choices we can make that impact others.
	· Hitler was elected.
· We need to be careful about how we choose our leaders and make our laws.
· We need to ask ourselves how our choices impact others.
· Try to take actions that help make a better world.

	Now that many years have gone by, and you are looking back, is there any advice you have for people my age or future generations that might help us be better adults?

Any follow-up questions?

Answers will vary.
	Anna would encourage young people to take opportunities to do good and better the world.
	· Hoping others don’t have to face such terrible choices
· But everyone makes choices, big and small.
· Vote.
· Help a neighbor.
· If you can make a better world, do it.

	Any additional questions you would want to ask your upstander?

Answers will vary.


Upstander Profile: Interview Planner
W.8.3a, W.8.4
Name:
Date:

Directions: You will be writing a narrative interview to describe your upstander’s experiences in the Holocaust, focusing on one particular moment where he or she made a conscious decision to take action.

The format of the narrative will be similar to the one in the model you analyzed. You will write a series of questions and answers, in interview style, between yourself and your upstander. Please use this planner to organize your ideas and determine aspects of your upstander’s experience.

You should be prepared to answer all of the following questions about your upstander. You may also choose to go deeper with one of the questions, or propose a follow-up question if you would like.

12. Think:
· How would your upstander have responded?

· What details will you include to make your upstander’s experience come alive?

13. Plan:
· Use the space below to plan how your upstander would respond to each of the questions listed above.

· Consider planning a follow-up response to some of the questions.

Upstander Interview Questions

	Question
	How would your upstander have responded?
	What details will you include to make your upstander’s experience come alive?

	Can you tell me about a particular moment in your life that helped you realize you had to do this work?

Any follow-up questions?
	
	

	How did that moment affect you? What did you realize about what you needed to do?

Any follow-up questions?
	
	

	So, what did you do in response?

Any follow-up questions?
	
	

	Now that you are looking back at your experience as an upstander, how would you say this whole experience affected you?

Any follow-up questions?
	
	

	Now that many years have gone by, and you are looking back, is there any advice you have for people my age or future generations that might help us be better adults?

Any follow-up questions?
	
	

	Any additional questions you would want to ask your upstander?
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