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	Voices of the Holocaust
	Grade 8: Module 3: Unit 2: Lesson 3



Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 3

L.8.1a

(Answer for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, complete the tasks and answer the question.
1. Read the following line from the poem “Often a Minute.”
“And I’m afraid to turn the radio on,”
What is the function of the infinitive phrase to turn the radio on?
It is functioning as a noun describing an activity that is the subject of the sentence.
It is functioning as a noun that is the direct object of the verb be.
It is functioning as an adverb describing the adjective afraid.
It is functioning as an adjective describing the radio.
Source: Klein, Magdalena. “Often a Minute.” Pearls and Lace. Translated by Susan Geroe, Fithian Press, 1996. Used by permission.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 3

L.8.1a

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, complete the tasks and answer the question.
2. Read the following line from the poem “Often a Minute.”
“And I’m afraid to turn the radio on,”
What is the function of the infinitive phrase to turn the radio on?
a. It is functioning as a noun describing an activity that is the subject of the sentence.
b. It is functioning as a noun that is the direct object of the verb be.
c. It is functioning as an adverb describing the adjective afraid.
d. It is functioning as an adjective describing the radio.
Source: Klein, Magdalena. “Often a Minute.” Pearls and Lace. Translated by Susan Geroe, Fithian Press, 1996. Used by permission.
Literary Analysis Informative Essay Directions

W.8.2

Name:
Date:


Write a Literary Analysis Informative Essay
Throughout this unit, you will work independently to plan an essay to answer the prompt below:
Prompt: Write an essay in which you compare the theme of Maus I and “Often a Minute,” and analyze how the differing structures contribute to that theme.
REMEMBER: A well-written, informative essay
· clearly states a focus and previews what is to follow,
· stays focused throughout the essay,
· uses relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to develop your topic and explain your thinking,
· groups information logically, in a way that makes your thinking clear to the reader,
· follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar),
· uses appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts,
· uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic,
· establishes and maintains a formal style, and
· provides a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
Use the following documents to assist you in planning and writing your essay:
· Maus I and “Often a Minute”
· Informative Writing Plan graphic organizer
· Model Literary Analysis Essay: Relationship of Structure to Meaning
· Vocabulary log
· Online or print dictionaries (including ELL and home language dictionaries)
Informative Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

W.8.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Focus Question: Write an essay in which you compare and contrast the structures of Maus I and “Often a Minute,” and analyze how the differing structures of each text contribute to their meaning.

Focus
What is the main idea of your piece?

Same topic, nuanced theme. Each uses a different structure to convey the theme.
Introduction
How will you catch the reader’s attention?

· Throughout history, humans encountered adversity, large or small ways.
· Holocaust was one of most horrible cases of persecution and oppression in world history.
What context do you need to give to your reader?

· strong will to survive in many victims and survivors
· Two texts that we have read, Maus I and “Often a Minute,” explore human will to survive, perseverance in the face of terrible oppression.
Write your focus statement.

Two texts that we have read, Maus I and “Often a Minute,” explore the topic of the human spirit of perseverance, a will to live in the face of terrible oppression. Each text comes to a nuanced theme about this same topic. Each text also uses a different structure to convey that theme to the reader.
What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

1.
Each text comes to a nuanced theme about this same topic.
2.
Each text also uses a different structure to convey that theme to the reader.
Proof Paragraphs for Point 1
What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

Each text comes to a nuanced theme about this same topic.
Details/Evidence for Text 1:  Maus I
What evidence from the text supports this point?

· has to send son away, son dies
· Wife does not want to go on living.
· Vladek refuses to die:
· “To die, it’s easy . . . but you have to struggle for life,” and he explains how they must move forward together (Spiegelman 122).
How does this evidence support this point?

· Theme: There is a strong human will to keep oneself and one’s family alive, despite tragedy and oppression.
Details/Evidence for Text 2: “Often a Minute”
What evidence from the text supports this point?

· frightened, has heard of deep persecution of Jewish people in many European countries
· ends with “Let’s not despair!” “This indestructible nation shall stand just.” 
(Klein stanzas 5–6)
How does this evidence support this point?

· does not focus on survival of herself and family
· instead conveys a broader theme: will for an entire nation of people to persevere and survive
Proof Paragraphs for Point 2
What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

Each text also uses a different structure to convey that theme to the reader.
Details/Evidence for Text 1:  Maus I
What evidence from the text supports this point?

· uses largely chronological structure to tell Vladek’s story
· over and over, Vladek faced with unimaginable decisions
· repeatedly centers his life, and the life of family, as basis for all his choices
· example: Vladek was drafted into the army but was able to get out. He journeyed very far, through dangerous conditions, to find his way back to his family (Spiegelman 
47–65).
How does this evidence support this point?

· The chronological plot structure emphasizes the many challenges and choices Vladek has to keep facing.
· highlights theme of the human will to survive and to protect one’s family
Details/Evidence for Text 2: “Often a Minute”
What evidence from the text supports this point?

· divided into stanzas
· Stanzas build to show shift in Klein’s thoughts and tone.
· In the first four stanzas, Klein reflects on current state of Jewish oppression in Europe. Tone is fearful, confused, and angry. She asks, “Why are we uselessly persecuted? / Why is our fate so desolate?” (stanza 4)
· In stanza 5, Klein’s thoughts and tone begin to shift. Becomes determined to survive, charges the Jewish people to maintain faith and solidarity.
· In stanza 6, Klein writes, “The Jewish spring will be arriving!”
How does this evidence support this point?

· structure shows shift in thought and tone
· goes from fear to determination for the Jewish people to survive
· develops the theme of human will for nation to survive, persevere
Conclusion
Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

· Two texts reveal similar topic of human survival and persistence in the face of oppression.
· However, each text develops a nuance to this theme. Maus I focuses on the survival of self and family. “Often a Minute” expresses the will of an entire people to stand in solidarity and endure.
· Texts use differing structures to support and convey each theme.
What are your further reflections on this topic?

· intentional use of structure for message important way of making literature memorable for readers
· Structure helps each effectively convey powerful messages about human endurance.
My Sources
List any sources you used in planning your writing.

· Spiegelman, Art. Maus I. Knopf Doubleday, 1986.
· Klein, Magdalena. “Often a Minute,” Pearls and Lace. Translated by Susan Geroe, Fithian Press, 1996. Used by permission.

Informative Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

W.8.2

Name:
Date:


Focus Question: Write an essay in which you compare and contrast the structures of Maus I and “Often a Minute,” and analyze how the differing structures of each text contribute to their meaning.

Focus
What is the main idea of your piece?

Introduction
How will you catch the reader’s attention?

What context do you need to give to your reader?

Write your focus statement.

What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

Proof Paragraphs for Point 1
What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

Details/Evidence for Text 1: _______________________________________________________
What evidence from the text supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Details/Evidence for Text 2: _______________________________________________________
What evidence from the text supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Proof Paragraphs for Point 2
What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

Details/Evidence for Text 1: _______________________________________________________
What evidence from the text supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Details/Evidence for Text 2: _______________________________________________________
What evidence from the text supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Conclusion
Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

My Sources
List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Literary Analysis Informative Essay: 
Sample Student Response

Rl.8.2, RL.8.5, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Prompt: Write an essay in which you compare the theme of Maus I and “Often a Minute,” and analyze how the differing structures contribute to that theme.

W.8.2a: Context given before 
focus is stated.

W.8.9, R.8.1: Focus shows clear understanding of theme and structure.

W.8.2a: Clear and specific points mention each text using a differing structure, and support the focus.


RL.8.5: The structures of Maus I and “Often a Minute” are analyzed to show how the structure contributes to meaning and style.


W.8.2d, L.8.6: Precise language and domain-specific vocabulary, such as persecution, Nazi, and horrendous, are used.

Throughout history, humans have encountered adversity and challenges in large or small ways. The Holocaust is one of the most horrible cases of persecution and oppression in the history of the world. When reading about this topic, it is amazing to see the sense of strong will to live evident in many victims and survivors. Two texts that we have read, Maus I and “Often a Minute,” explore the topic of the human spirit of perseverance and will to live in the face of terrible oppression. Each text comes to a nuanced theme about this same topic. Each text also uses a different structure to convey that theme to the reader. 
The graphic novel Maus I conveys the topic of the horrendous persecution experienced by Jewish people during the Holocaust. The main character, Vladek Spiegelman, relays his story of survival to his son in this book. Vladek tells of the many difficult, life-or-death choices he had to make in order to keep himself and his family alive. Vladek made a difficult choice to send his first son away, somewhere he thought he would be safe during the Nazi persecution. However, his son did not survive. When Vladek’s wife learns of this news, she does not want to go on any longer. Yet Vladek tells her, “To die, it’s easy. . . but you have to struggle for life,” and he explains how they must move forward together (122). This develops the theme that there is a strong human will to keep oneself and one’s family alive, despite tragedy and oppression.
The poem “Often a Minute” also explores the topic of persecution and the human will to survive. In this poem, Magdalena Klein tells of the fear and confusion she is experiencing. She has been hearing of the persecution of Jewish people across many European countries, despite having done nothing wrong. As she expresses her fear and anger, Klein also speaks to the Jewish people as a whole. She says, “Let’s not despair!” She adds, “This indestructible nation will stand just” (stanzas 5–6). Similarly to Spiegelman, Klein explores the topic of the human will to survive and persevere in the face of oppression. However, she does not focus on the survival of herself and her family. Instead, Magdalena conveys a broader theme of the will for an entire nation of people to persevere and survive.
In each text, the writer uses a particular and effective structure to express the meaning of the text. Maus I uses a largely chronological structure to relay Vladek’s story. From the very beginning of this story, Vladek experiences a series of challenges and threats to the life of himself and his family. Vladek is repeatedly faced with unimaginable decisions to make. He repeatedly centers his life, and the life of his family, as the basis for all of his choices. For example, Vladek was drafted into the army but was able to get out. He journeyed very far, through dangerous conditions, to find his way back to his family (47–65). The chronological plot structure of Maus I emphasizes the many challenges and choices Vladek must face. This highlights the theme that humans have an incredible will to survive and to protect their family.


W.8.2b: Relevant quotations from the texts are used to explain thinking.






W.8.2c: Transitions such as “in each text” used to connect ideas.


















W.8.2a: A compare/contrast strategy is used to organize information.

In contrast, “Often a Minute” uses a different structure. The poem is divided into stanzas that show a shift in Klein’s thoughts and tone. In the first four stanzas, Klein reflects on the current state of Jewish oppression in Europe. Her tone is fearful, confused, and angry. She asks, “Why are we uselessly persecuted? / Why is our fate so desolate?” (stanza 4). However, in stanza 5, Klein’s thoughts and tone begin to shift. She becomes determined and charges the Jewish people to maintain faith and solidarity. Klein boldly claims, “The Jewish spring will be arriving!” (stanza 6). The structure shows a shift in thought and tone. This develops the theme that the human will to survive and persevere can extend to an entire nation of people who stand together.
In conclusion, these two texts explore a similar topic of human survival and persistence in the face of oppression. However, each text arrives at a nuanced version of a similar theme. 
Maus I focuses on the survival of self and will that one’s family should survive. “Often a Minute” express the will of an entire people to stand in solidarity and endure. These texts use differing structures to support and convey each theme. The intentional use of structure for message is an important way of making literature memorable for readers. In this case, each text effectively conveys powerful messages about human endurance.

W.8.4 (partial), W.8.2e: Words like “in conclusion” and “each text arrives at a nuanced version of the same theme” are used to convey a formal style.



W.8.2f: Conclusion supports the focus about different structures conveying theme.

Sources:
Klein, Magdalena. “Often a Minute.” Pearls and Lace. Translated by Susan Geroe, Fithian Press, 1996. Used by permission.
Spiegelman, Art. Maus I. Knopf Doubleday, 1986. New York.

Analyze a Model: Proof Paragraphs 1a and 1b

W.8.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Proof Paragraphs: What does it look like to “support the focus with evidence” in this literary analysis?
Focus Statement

Two texts that we have read, The Summer of the Mariposas and “The Blind Men and the Elephant,” explore this topic of encountering new ideas or people. Each comes to a different theme about the topic, and each uses a different structure to make that theme clear to the reader.
Proof Paragraph 1a

	Paragraph element/chunk of the essay
	Job this element is doing in the paragraph and transitional words and phrases used

	The novel Summer of the Mariposas explores the concept of new people and things and new ways of thinking about them.
	Point 1a:

Begins the paragraph with an opening statement. States the point that Summer of the Mariposas explores the topic of new ideas and new ways of thinking about them.

	The main character, Odilia, is on a journey in several ways. One character she continues to encounter is the mythological heroine, La Llorona. Odilia has always been taught that La Llorona killed her own children many years before. She is now condemned as a ghost to roam the world searching for them. Over the course of the story, Odilia keeps encountering La Llorona. She realizes that what she thought was true of La Llorona is not true. By the end of the story, in fact, Odilia comes to realize that La Llorona is a suffering but loving figure who has been helping Odilia and her sisters all along the way. She is now transformed into a “radiant” young mother who will take her place among the stars (50).
	Evidence:

Gives evidence from the text of the main character encountering new ideas. Here, the evidence is a chronological summary of the text from the perspective of that topic, encountering new ideas.
Transitional words and phrases:

· now
· over the course of the story
· by the end of the story

	This theme of Summer of the Mariposas is that people and ideas are not always what they appear, but that it is possible to uncover the truth and learn something new.
	Elaboration:

Explains the evidence by stating the theme, the message about encountering new ideas that the novel arrives at.
Transitional words and phrases:

· the theme is


Proof Paragraph 1b

	Paragraph element/chunk of the essay
	Job this chunk is doing in the paragraph and transitional words and phrases used

	The poem “The Blind Men and the Elephant” also explores the concept of encountering new people and things and new ways of thinking about them.
	Point 1b:

Begins the paragraph with an opening statement. States the point that “The Blind Men and the Elephant” explores the topic, the concept of new ideas and new ways of thinking about them.

	The poem comes from an ancient Hindu tale. In the poem, six blind wise men encounter a new creature, the elephant. None of them have ever encountered one before. Each of them touches only a part of the elephant and is instantly sure about what the elephant is like. None of the blind wise men are willing to think about the elephant in a new way.
	Evidence:

Gives evidence from the text of the blind wise men encountering new ideas. Here, the evidence is a summary of the text from the perspective of that topic, encountering new ideas.

Transitional words and phrases:

•
in the poem

	In contrast to Summer of the Mariposas, the theme of “The Blind Men and the Elephant” is that people, ideas, and things are not always what they appear, and that it is possible to ignore the truth and not learn anything.
	Elaboration:

Explains the evidence by stating the theme, the message about encountering new ideas that the poem arrives at.

Transitional words and phrases:

•
in contrast to

•
the theme is


Analyze a Model: Proof Paragraphs 1a and 1b

W.8.2

Name:
Date:


Proof Paragraphs: What does it look like to “support the focus with evidence” in this literary analysis?
Focus Statement

Two texts that we have read, The Summer of the Mariposas and “The Blind Men and the Elephant,” explore this topic of encountering new ideas or people. Each comes to a different theme about the topic, and each uses a different structure to make that theme clear to the reader.
Proof Paragraph 1a

	Paragraph element/chunk of the essay
	Job this element is doing in the paragraph and transitional words and phrases used

	The novel Summer of the Mariposas explores the concept of new people and things and new ways of thinking about them.
	Point 1a:

Begins the paragraph with an opening statement. States the point that Summer of the Mariposas explores the topic of new ideas and new ways of thinking about them.

	The main character, Odilia, is on a journey in several ways. One character she continues to encounter is the mythological heroine, La Llorona. Odilia has always been taught that La Llorona killed her own children many years before. She is now condemned as a ghost to roam the world searching for them. Over the course of the story, Odilia keeps encountering La Llorona. She realizes that what she thought was true of La Llorona is not true. By the end of the story, in fact, Odilia comes to realize that La Llorona is a suffering but loving figure who has been helping Odilia and her sisters all along the way. She is now transformed into a “radiant” young mother who will take her place among the stars (50).
	Evidence:

Gives evidence from the text of the main character encountering new ideas. Here, the evidence is a chronological summary of the text from the perspective of that topic, encountering new ideas.
Transitional words and phrases:

· now
· over the course of the story
· by the end of the story

	This theme of Summer of the Mariposas is that people and ideas are not always what they appear, but that it is possible to uncover the truth and learn something new.
	Elaboration:

Explains the evidence by stating the theme, the message about encountering new ideas that the novel arrives at.
Transitional words and phrases:

· the theme is


Proof Paragraph 1b

	Paragraph element/chunk of the essay
	Job this chunk is doing in the paragraph and transitional words and phrases used

	The poem “The Blind Men and the Elephant” also explores the concept of encountering new people and things and new ways of thinking about them.
	Point 1b:

Begins the paragraph with an opening statement. States the point that “The Blind Men and the Elephant” explores the topic, the concept of new ideas and new ways of thinking about them.

	The poem comes from an ancient Hindu tale. In the poem, six blind wise men encounter a new creature, the elephant. None of them have ever encountered one before. Each of them touches only a part of the elephant and is instantly sure about what the elephant is like. None of the blind wise men are willing to think about the elephant in a new way.
	Evidence:
Transitional words and phrases:

	In contrast to Summer of the Mariposas, the theme of “The Blind Men and the Elephant” is that people, ideas, and things are not always what they appear, and that it is possible to ignore the truth and not learn anything.
	Elaboration:
Transitional words and phrases: 
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