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	Voices of the Holocaust
	Grade 8: Module 3: Unit 3: Lesson 1



Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 1
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, answer the question below.

In Maus I, many people helped Vladek and Anja hide from the Gestapo. What words and phrases might you use to describe these people?

Answers will vary, but may include compassionate, brave, selfless.
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Name:
Date:

Directions: As you enter class, answer the question below.

In Maus I, many people helped Vladek and Anja hide from the Gestapo. What words and phrases might you use to describe these people? 

“Johtje Vos, 97; Sheltered Jews in Her Home in WWII Holland, Saving 36”
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Date:


Johtje Vos, 97; Sheltered Jews in Her Home in WWII Holland, Saving 36

By Jocelyn Y. Stewart | Times Staff Writer

During the World War II Nazi occupation of the Netherlands, Johtje Vos and her husband agreed to keep a suitcase full of valuables for a man forced to move to a ghetto.

Then they said yes to a couple who asked them to shelter their 3-year-old son, and yes again to a pair who sought safety from the Nazis in the Voses’ home.

Each request escalated and finally led the couple to confront the ultimate question: Would they continue to help?

The answer for Johtje Vos was an emphatic yes. She and her second husband, Aart Vos, provided wartime shelter to Jews and saved the lives of 36 people. Vos died from complications of old age Oct. 10 at the home of her son in Saugerties, N.Y., said her daughter Barbara Moorman. She was 97.

For their actions, Vos and her husband received the title “righteous people” in 1992. The couple never considered their actions heroic and never regretted the decision—though it placed their lives and the lives of their children at risk.

“We couldn’t do differently than say yes,” Vos said in an interview from the book “Rescuers: Portraits of Moral Courage in the Holocaust.”

Vos wrote a book, “The End of the Tunnel,” about her activities during the war. But for many years, the couple, like many other people, never spoke publicly about their experiences, Moorman said. In those years people tried to put the war and its trauma behind them. The impetus to speak came from Jewish people in the U.S. who wanted to document the work of people like Vos while they were still living.

“They begged my parents to tell their experiences,” Moorman said. “My parents weren’t into that at all. But they really found it their duty to educate.”

The couple lived in the town of Laren, an artists’ community, near Amsterdam. Their house was on a street that ended in a wooded area, “which was marvelous to flee to if you had time,” Vos said in the book. Her husband had grown up near Laren and knew the area so well he could lead groups through the woods and to safety even at night.

For those times when they could not make it to the woods, there was the tunnel.

“It went from the art studio, which was a shed on the back of the house, under a false bottom below the coal bin under our garden out into the open woods,” Vos said. “It saved lives.”

During those years the Vos house was filled with as many as 14 additional people at one time. It was also raided more frequently than others, an indication that the Nazis may have suspected the family was involved in helping Jews.

But the couple also had the clandestine support of others in town, including the chief of police who would, through a telephone signal, warn them of an upcoming raid.

“Their lives were in danger 24 hours a day,” Moorman said. “She had a great strength of character. That’s for sure. And her husband and she were incredible partners.”

During the war the Vos household suffered from hunger. The situation was so bad they imposed a rule: They could speak about food only during one designated hour of each day. Otherwise, to speak of it too much would increase their suffering, Vos wrote.

“Adults would talk about, ‘Do you remember that restaurant? Do you remember that dish? What was the best veal that you ever had, the best asparagus,’ or something, you know.”

They also played a guessing game with the children in which they would ask, “Who remembers what a banana is?” The children would ask whether it was something to eat. They couldn’t remember.

Because her first husband was German, Vos had it better than most. She received double food stamps, she said, which helped her feed her houseguests.

“But sometimes, as I stood in line to get them, someone would spit at me, and I didn’t blame them,” Vos said in the book. “I would secretly think, ‘That’s good.’ “

Long before the war started Vos possessed an independent spirit. Vos’ grandfather was a well-known prime minister, Abraham Kuyper, and her father was a career army officer. Vos’ mother spoke at least four languages and translated 52 books into Dutch, all under the name of Vos’ father because women weren’t permitted that kind of recognition.

Vos was born Johtje Kuyper in 1909, in Amersfoort, near Amsterdam. While married to German painter and commercial artist Heinrich Molenaar, she became a freelance journalist, which horrified her parents, she said.

Her assignment included traveling to Egypt to cover the wedding of King Farouk for the Dutch press. She and Molenaar had Moorman and a daughter, Hetty Crews, who died in 2001.

In 1942 she married Vos and the couple had four children. In addition to Moorman, Vos is survived by Dominique Vos of Woodstock, N.Y.; Sebastiaan Vos of the Netherlands; John Vos of Saugerties, N.Y.; 15 grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren. A son, Peter Vos, died in 1973.

After the war the family moved to the U.S. From the mid-1950s until the late 1970s they ran an international summer camp for children that offered swimming and horseback riding, sports and a firm belief in non-competition.

The couple began to speak publicly about their experiences in the 1980s, giving talks at schools and synagogues and community centers, but they were always uncomfortable with the suggestion that they were heroes. They received honors from organizations such as the Anti-Defamation League and the Rocklin Center for Holocaust Studies. Their story inspired a movie, “The Rescuers,” Moorman said.

Over the years they kept in touch with some of those who lived with them during the war.

“If someone hears us talk today with some of those we saved, they would think we were being nostalgic, remembering a beautiful time,” Vos wrote in the book. “But there was something beautiful in it, because we were standing together, for whatever reason, totally together.”

Source: Stewart, Jocelyn Y. “Johtje Vos, 97; Sheltered Jews in Her Home in WWII Holland, Saving 36.” ©2007 Los Angeles Times. Used with permission.

	Glossary:

clandestine: kept secret or done secretly

confront: face up to and deal with (a problem or difficult situation)

escalated: rapidly increase

freelance journalist: someone who is not employed by one organization, but is paid for each piece of writing they do by the organization they do it for

impetus: a force that helps something to happen or develop 

permitted: something that is allowed

recognition: the act of identifying someone or something because of previous knowledge

synagogues: Jewish houses of worship

ultimate: the most important or powerful thing of a particular kind


Track Central Idea: Voices of Upstanders 
Note-Catcher
RI.8.1, RI.8.2
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: After reading each text about a Holocaust upstander, use the note-catcher below to track the text details, central idea, and evidence that supports the central idea. Some information has been prefilled for you.
	Text Title

	“Johtje Vos, 97; Sheltered Jews in Her Home in WWII Holland, Saving 36”

	Key Details

	Vos family hid Jews in their home in Nazi-occupied Amsterdam.
Their home was raided by Nazi soldiers multiple times, and they risked their lives and the lives of their children to hide Jewish people in their house.
Other people in Amsterdam supported them secretly, including the chief of police, who warned them so they could prepare for a Nazi raid.
Johtje and Aart also suffered from hunger to ration food to feed their family and the people they sheltered.
They did not consider themselves heroes, they just did what they thought was the right thing to do.

	Central Idea

	Johtje Vos and her husband, Aart Vos, willingly risked their lives to hide Holocaust victims in their home.

	Supporting Evidence

	“‘But there was something beautiful in it, because we were standing together, for whatever reason, totally together.’”


	Text Title

	“The Forgotten Swiss Diplomat Who Rescued Thousands from Holocaust”

	Key Details

	Lutz began issuing protective passports to allow Budapest’s Jews to escape Nazi-occupied Hungary.
He convinced the Germans to allow him to issue 8,000 diplomatic letters of protection.
He duplicated the letters for entire families, saving approximately 62,000 people, when Nazis stopped deporting Jews and brutally murdered them in Hungary.
Lutz organized safe houses across the country to protect Jewish people.
After the war, Lutz returned to Switzerland, but no one acknowledged his bravery.

	Central Idea

	Carl Lutz saved thousands of Jews from being deported to extermination camps in Auschwitz during the Holocaust.

	Supporting Evidence

	“‘It is the largest civilian rescue operation of the Second World War,’ says Charlotte Schallié.”


	Text Title

	“Marek Edelman Obituary” Excerpt

	Key Details

	Marek Edelman is the last surviving leader of the ill-fated Warsaw Ghetto uprising of 1943.
He found himself corralled into a ghetto in the heart of Warsaw.
Nazis began deporting people at a rate of 6,000 a day.
Edelman and other resisters disguised themselves as deportees and opened fire on the Nazis.
It took the Germans three weeks to quell the uprising.

	Central Idea

	Edelman and other Jewish inmates resisted the Nazi army in the Warsaw ghetto uprising of 1943.

	Supporting Evidence

	“The revolt was the first and largest act of armed urban resistance to the Germans during the second world war.”


	Text Title

	“Miep Gies”

	Key Details

	Miep Gies was raised in a foster home with moral values.
She did not hesitate to hide her employer, Otto Frank, and his family in an attic.
Gies brought food, clothing, and books to the Franks and their friends.
After the Franks and their friends were captured, Gies tried bribing an officer to rescue them and tried to negotiate a deal with the Nazi headquarters.
She retrieved Anne’s famous writings and gave them to Otto Frank, the only survivor from the attic.

	Central Idea

	In order to keep them safe from the Nazis, Miep Gies hid Anne Frank and seven others in an attic.

	Supporting Evidence

	“For more than two years, she risked her own life daily to illegally protect and care for the Franks and four of their friends hiding from the Nazis in an attic.”


Sources:

Stewart, Jocelyn Y. “Johtje Vos, 97; Sheltered Jews in Her Home in WWII Holland, Saving 36.” Los Angeles Times, 7 Nov. 2007. Web.

“The Forgotten Swiss Diplomat Who Rescued Thousands from Holocaust.” BBC News, 4 Jan. 2018. Web. 

Joffe, Lawrence. “Marek Edelman obituary.” The Guardian, 4 Oct. 2009. Web.

Wallenberg Committee. “1994, Miep Gies.” University of Michigan, 10 May 19. Web.
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Directions: After reading each text about a Holocaust upstander, use the note-catcher below to track the text details, central idea, and evidence that supports the central idea. Some information has been prefilled for you.
	Text Title

	“Johtje Vos, 97; Sheltered Jews in Her Home in WWII Holland, Saving 36”

	Key Details

	Vos family hid Jews in their home in Nazi-occupied Amsterdam.

Their home was raided by Nazi soldiers multiple times, and they risked their lives and the lives of their children to hide Jewish people in their house.

	Central Idea

	Johtje Vos and her husband, Aart Vos, willingly risked their lives to hide Holocaust victims in their home.

	Supporting Evidence

	“‘But there was something beautiful in it, because we were standing together, for whatever reason, totally together.’”
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	Supporting Evidence

	“‘It is the largest civilian rescue operation of the Second World War,’ says Charlotte Schallié.”
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	“The revolt was the first and largest act of armed urban resistance to the Germans during the second world war.”
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Characteristics of Upstanders Anchor Chart
RI.8.1
(Example for Teacher Reference)
upstander: a person who speaks or acts in support of an individual or cause, particularly someone who intervenes on behalf of a person being attacked, persecuted, or threatened

	Characteristics of Upstanders
	Integrity, compassion, empathy

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	The Voses had compassion for Holocaust victims and believed they should protect them. 

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Despite Switzerland’s neutrality, Lutz had integrity and believed helping the Jews was the right thing to do. 

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Marek Edelman empathized with other Jews and fought on their behalf.

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Miep Gies kept Anne Frank and her family safe from Nazi persecution.


	Characteristics of Upstanders
	Uses their power to help the powerless

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	The Voses were not Jewish, therefore they were not targeted by the Nazis and could shelter Jews. 

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Lutz had the power to issue protective passports and diplomatic letters for Jews to escape deportation.

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Edelman used his power as an organizer to convince other people to resist the Nazis and protect those who were afraid or unable.

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Gies tried to bribe the Nazis to release Anne Frank and her family.


	Characteristics of Upstanders
	Has courage and takes risks when they do not have to do

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	The Voses risked their lives and the lives of their children to save strangers. 

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Nazis planned to assassinate Lutz, but the plan was never carried out. He was from Switzerland, a neutral nation, and didn’t have to get involved. 

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Edelman risked his life to organize an impossible rebellion, but could have accepted his fate and been killed by the Nazis. 

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	After the Frank family was captured by the Nazis, Gies tried to bribe an officer to release them, risking her life.


	Characteristics of Upstanders
	Leads others to take action

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Others participated in their efforts, including the chief of police.

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Other diplomats followed suit when they discovered Lutz’s operation. 

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	Edelman was one of the leaders of the Warsaw Uprising. 

	Example of a Holocaust Upstander
	n/a
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Criteria for an Effective Text Reflection 
Anchor Chart
RI.8.1, RI.8.2
Model Text Reflection

An upstander is a person who takes action to help others, especially people who are being bullied or threatened in some way by someone more powerful. Sanz Briz, also known as “the Angel of Budapest,” was an upstander of the Holocaust. He was a Spanish diplomat in an embassy in Hungary. As an upstander, Briz showed compassion for Hungarian Jews when he falsified their documents so they could claim Spanish citizenship. This included “232 provisional passports and 1,898 protective letters.” He knew that otherwise they were in danger of being killed. An upstander also takes action when they do not have to help people. Besides falsifying documents, Briz even rented eleven apartment buildings to hide about 5,000 Jews. Briz was known to strictly follow the law, but in this case “he put human rights before the law of the land, and was one of the first diplomats to use diplomatic immunity to protect refugees.” He broke the law to protect Hungarian Jews, even though he got no personal gain from it. Sanz Briz represents what it means to be an upstander.

Source: Badcock, James. “Holocaust: How Spanish ‘Angel of Budapest’ Sanz Briz Saved Jews.” BBC News, BBC, 18 Mar. 2019, www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-47536432.

Be sure your reflection meets the following criteria:

· Introduces the Holocaust upstander 

· Includes at least one key characteristic of an upstander

· Uses evidence from the text that supports each characteristic

· Elaborates on how the evidence supports the characteristics

· Wraps up with a concluding statement 

· Is short, clear, and concise

Text Reflection: “Johtje Vos, 97; Sheltered Jews in Her Home in WWII Holland, Saving 36”
RI.8.1, W.8.4
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Review the following criteria for an effective text reflection. Write a reflection about how Johtje and Aart Vos were Holocaust upstanders. 

Be sure your reflection meets the following criteria:

· Introduces the Holocaust upstander 

· Includes at least one key characteristic of an upstander

· Uses evidence from the text that supports each characteristic

· Wraps up with a concluding statement 

· Is short, clear, and concise

An upstander is a person who takes action to help others, especially people who are being persecuted or threatened in some way by someone more powerful. Johtje and Aart Vos were upstanders during the Holocaust. One characteristic they showed as they helped others was compassion when they sheltered Jews in their home in Amsterdam. They showed compassion toward strangers and kept them safe. Even when there was not enough food for all of them in the house, the Voses felt a moral obligation to help people. Johtje Vos later said, “‘We couldn’t do differently than say yes.” They did not see their work as a choice, but as a duty. Taking risks is another important characteristic of an upstander because it takes courage to sacrifice your own safety to save others. Often Johtje and Aart Vos hid as many as 14 people at a time, and the Nazis frequently raided their house. Johtje and Aarte “never regretted the decision—though it placed their lives and the lives of their children at risk.” The Vos family could have been caught, but they had the courage to keep on hiding people and smuggling them to safety. The Vos’ work helps us understand what it takes to be an upstander.
Source: Stewart, Jocelyn Y. “Johtje Vos, 97; Sheltered Jews in Her Home in WWII Holland, Saving 36.” Los Angeles Times, 7 Nov. 2007. © 2007 Los Angeles Times. Used with permission.

Text Reflection: “Johtje Vos, 97; Sheltered Jews in Her Home in WWII Holland, Saving 36”
RI.8.1, W.8.4
Name:
Date:


Directions: Review the following criteria for an effective text reflection. Write a reflection about how Johtje and Aart Vos were Holocaust upstanders. 

Be sure your reflection meets the following criteria:

· Introduces the Holocaust upstander 

· Includes at least one key characteristic of an upstander

· Uses evidence from the text that supports each characteristic

· Wraps up with a concluding statement 

· Is short, clear, and concise
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