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	Voices of the Holocaust
	Grade 8: Module 3: Unit 2: Lesson 1



Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 1

W.8.2

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, answer the questions.

In Module 1, you wrote an informative essay, your La Llorona compare and contrast literary analysis. What did you do in this essay?

The essay compared and contrasted the original depiction of La Llorona from Latin American Folklore with Guadalupe Garcia McCall’s depiction in Summer of the Mariposas. The essay we wrote explained the similarities and differences.
What are some important aspects of a literary analysis?

A literary analysis informs a reader about a text. It examines and evaluates a work of literature, looking closely at particular aspects of the text. It tells about the big idea or theme of a book you’ve read.
In this module, you will have the chance to write another informative essay that is a literary analysis. In what ways have you grown as a writer this year that could help you in your new writing task?

Answers will vary, but may include the following: students might recognize that they have increased their ability to write clearly, to write more complex paragraphs, to include relevant evidence and explain it clearly; they have increased their confidence as a writer or the independence with writing tasks.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 1

W.8.2

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, answer the questions.

In Module 1, you wrote an informative essay, your La Llorona compare and contrast literary analysis. What did you do in this essay?

What are some important aspects of a literary analysis?

In this module, you will have the chance to write another informative essay that is a literary analysis. In what ways have you grown as a writer this year that could help you in your new writing task?

Model Literary Analysis Essay: Relationship of Structure to Meaning

(Example for Teacher Reference)

RL.8.2, RL.8.5, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10

Prompt: Write an essay in which you compare the theme of Summer of the Mariposas and “The Blind Men and the Elephant” and analyze how the differing structures contribute to that theme.
Introduction engages reader, gives context about topic that sets up the two texts’ themes being compared.

Focus statement responds directly to Focusing Question

Explains that main character of Summer of the Mariposas learns and grows from the experience of encountering things that are not always what they seem. This theme is stated in the wrap-up sentence.

In our lives, we often encounter ideas, people, or situations that are different in some way from what we have experienced before. We might react differently to this. Sometimes, people may take that new idea and learn or grow from it. Other times, people may find it hard to accept the new idea. They might even refuse to consider it. Two texts that we have read, Summer of the Mariposas and “The Blind Men and the Elephant” explore this topic of encountering new ideas or people. Each comes to a different theme about the topic, and each uses a different structure to make that theme clear to the reader.
The novel Summer of the Mariposas explores the concept of new people and things and new ways of thinking about them. The main character, Odilia, is on a journey in several ways. One character she continues to encounter is the mythological heroine, La Llorona. Odilia has always been taught that La Llorona killed her own children many years before. She is now condemned as a ghost to roam the world searching for them. Over the course of the story, Odilia keeps encountering La Llorona. She realizes that what she thought was true of La Llorona is not true. By the end of the story, in fact, Odilia comes to realize that La Llorona is a suffering but loving figure who has been helping Odilia and her sisters all along the way. She is now transformed into a “radiant” young mother who will take her place among the stars (50). This theme of Summer of the Mariposas is that people and ideas are not always what they appear, but that it is possible to uncover the truth and learn something new. 

The poem “The Blind Men and the Elephant” also explores the concept of encountering new people and things, and new ways of thinking about them. The poem comes from an ancient Hindu tale. In the poem, six blind wise men encounter a new creature, the elephant. None of them have ever encountered one before. Each of them touches only a part of the elephant and is instantly sure about what the elephant is like. None of the blind wise men are willing to think about the elephant in a new way. In contrast to Summer of the Mariposas, the theme of “The Blind Men and the Elephant” is that people, ideas, and things are not always what they appear, and that it is possible to ignore the truth and not learn anything.

Gives evidence that “The Blind Men and the Elephant” characters encounter the idea that things are not always what they seem, but refuse to learn from the experience. Theme is stated in the wrap-up sentence.

Transition signals contrast between themes of two texts and leads reader to consider how the texts’ structures help make the theme clear.

First structure body paragraph explains how narrative plot structure helps build the theme of the text.

Second structure body paragraph explains how the stanza structure, each stanza focusing on a new character, helps build the theme of the text.

To make sure that readers understand the message of a text, the writer uses an effective structure. In these two texts, the writers use different structures to build towards understanding the theme. Summer of the Mariposas uses a chronological plot structure. From the very beginning of the story, Odilia and her sisters go through a series of events and obstacles on their journey. They repeatedly encounter La Llorona. Early in the story, La Llorona is telling the girls that she “is not here to harm” them, and that she does not snatch children (50). Odilia knows how strange it is to be talking to a ghost, but she continues to talk with La Llorona and listen to her. After several more encounters, Odilia continues to learn that what she was taught about La Llorona is not actually true. By the end of the story, Odilia gives La Llorona flowers, and she is now transformed from a tired and middle-aged figure to “radiant and alive” (323). Odilia realizes that this is a new world, that La Llorona is no longer what she seemed. The plot structure of several encounters has made this theme clear.
In contrast, “The Blind Men and the Elephant” uses a different structure. The poem is divided into stanzas. There is one stanza for each blind wise man. Each wise man touches a different part of the elephant, and each one comes to a wrong conclusion about what an elephant is like. One blind wise man touches the strange elephant’s side and is certain that the elephant is “like a wall” (line 12). The next touches the strange elephant’s trunk, and believes that the elephant is like spear. The structure of repeating what each wise man does, and comes to a wrong conclusion, helps make the theme of the poem clear. People, ideas, and things are not always what they seem, and it is possible to ignore the truth and learn nothing. (Perhaps the wise men are not so wise after all!)
Overall, these two texts work with the same topic that things are not always what they seem. However, they treat that topic with different themes and use different structures to make those themes clear to the reader. The intentional use of structure for message is an important way of making literature memorable for readers! 
Conclusion restates focus of the essay and reflects on the importance of structure contributing to meaning.

Model Literary Analysis Essay: Relationship of Structure to Meaning

RL.8.2, RL.8.5, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.10

Name:
Date:


Prompt: Write an essay in which you compare the theme of Summer of the Mariposas and “The Blind Men and the Elephant” and analyze how the differing structures contribute to that theme.
In our lives, we often encounter ideas, people, or situations that are different in some way from what we have experienced before. We might react differently to this. Sometimes, people may take that new idea and learn or grow from it. Other times, people may find it hard to accept the new idea. They might even refuse to consider it. Two texts that we have read, Summer of the Mariposas and “The Blind Men and the Elephant” explore this topic of encountering new ideas or people. Each comes to a different theme about the topic, and each uses a different structure to make that theme clear to the reader.
The novel Summer of the Mariposas explores the concept of new people and things and new ways of thinking about them. The main character, Odilia, is on a journey in several ways. One character she continues to encounter is the mythological heroine, La Llorona. Odilia has always been taught that La Llorona killed her own children many years before. She is now condemned as a ghost to roam the world searching for them. Over the course of the story, Odilia keeps encountering La Llorona. She realizes that what she thought was true of La Llorona is not true. By the end of the story, in fact, Odilia comes to realize that La Llorona is a suffering but loving figure who has been helping Odilia and her sisters all along the way. She is now transformed into a “radiant” young mother who will take her place among the stars (50). This theme of Summer of the Mariposas is that people and ideas are not always what they appear, but that it is possible to uncover the truth and learn something new.
The poem “The Blind Men and the Elephant” also explores the concept of encountering new people and things, and new ways of thinking about them. The poem comes from an ancient Hindu tale. In the poem, six blind wise men encounter a new creature, the elephant. None of them have ever encountered one before. Each of them touches only a part of the elephant and is instantly sure about what the elephant is like. None of the blind wise men are willing to think about the elephant in a new way. In contrast to Summer of the Mariposas, the theme of “The Blind Men and the Elephant” is that people, ideas, and things are not always what they appear, and that it is possible to ignore the truth and not learn anything.
To make sure that readers understand the message of a text, the writer uses an effective structure. In these two texts, the writers use different structures to build towards understanding the theme. Summer of the Mariposas uses a chronological plot structure. From the very beginning of the story, Odilia and her sisters go through a series of events and obstacles on their journey. They repeatedly encounter La Llorona. Early in the story, La Llorona is telling the girls that she “is not here to harm” them, and that she does not snatch children (50). Odilia knows how strange it is to be talking to a ghost, but she continues to talk with La Llorona and listen to her. After several more encounters, Odilia continues to learn that what she was taught about La Llorona is not actually true. By the end of the story, Odilia gives La Llorona flowers, and she is now transformed from a tired and middle-aged figure to “radiant and alive” (323). Odilia realizes that this is a new world, that La Llorona is no longer what she seemed. The plot structure of several encounters has made this theme clear.
In contrast, “The Blind Men and the Elephant” uses a different structure. The poem is divided into stanzas. There is one stanza for each blind wise man. Each wise man touches a different part of the elephant, and each one comes to a wrong conclusion about what an elephant is like. One blind wise man touches the strange elephant’s side and is certain that the elephant is “like a wall” (line 12). The next touches the strange elephant’s trunk, and believes that the elephant is like a spear. The structure of repeating what each wise man does, and comes to a wrong conclusion, helps make the theme of the poem clear. People, ideas, and things are not always what they seem, and it is possible to ignore the truth and learn nothing. (Perhaps the wise men are not so wise after all!)
Overall, these two texts work with the same topic that things are not always what they seem. However, they treat that topic with different themes and use different structures to make those themes clear to the reader. The intentional use of structure for message is an important way of making literature memorable for readers!
Characteristics of a Literary Analysis Essay 
Anchor Chart

Characteristics of a Literary Analysis Essay

Introduction

· Introduction that catches the reader’s attention and gives context
· Focus statement addresses the prompt clearly
Proof Paragraphs 1a and 1b

Each paragraph has the following traits:

· Opening sentence that states the point related to the focus statement for the particular text
· Evidence: provides facts and evidence from the text(s) that support point 1
· Elaboration: what do the facts and evidence show?
· Restatement and/or reflection
· Transitional words and phrases throughout
Proof Paragraphs 2a and 2b

Each paragraph has the following traits:

· Good transitions from the previous paragraph
· Opening sentence that states the point related to the focus statement for the particular text
· Evidence: provides facts and evidence from the text(s) that support point 2
· Elaboration: what do the facts and evidence show?
· Restatement and/or reflection of the focus
· Transitional words and phrases throughout
Conclusion

· What? Restates the focus statement and points
· So what? Reflects on the topic in the prompt and its greater significance
Informative Writing Checklist

(For Teacher Reference)

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of This Informative Writing Piece
	Date Completed

	R.8.1, W.8.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	Focus shows an understanding of the topic, and points align to the focus. Adequate evidence supports the focus.
	

	W.8.2a
	I provide a clear focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	Clearly stated focus that mentions two points, and each Proof Paragraph is based on one of these main points.
	

	W.8.2a
	I introduce the topic clearly, giving readers a preview of the piece.
	Introduces the topic, names the texts, hints at comparing and contrasting structure and gives context for how analyzing structure contributes to meaning and style in a text.
	

	W.8.2f
	I have a conclusion that supports the information presented.
	The conclusion relates back to the focus statement, summarizes the main points, and provides further reflection on the structure and meaning in the two texts.

States how the different themes structures used impact the meaning.
	

	W.8.2a
	I use strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect, to organize information.
	The strategy of compare and contrast is used to organize the information in the essay.
	

	W.8.2c
	I use a variety of appropriate transitions to show how ideas and information connect.
	Uses varied transitions to make ideas clear, such as: “in contrast,” “in these two texts,” “in each text,” “overall,” “however.”

A transitional statement connects the first two Proof Paragraphs to the upcoming two Proof Paragraphs.
	

	W.8.2b
	I use relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my thinking.
	In the first Proof Paragraphs, the writer includes evidence related to the theme of each text, and in the second Proof Paragraphs, the writer describes the structure of each text and the impact on the meaning. All of these details support the focus of the essay.

Explains the evidence by stating the theme, the message about encountering new ideas that the novel arrives at.

Explains how the facts and evidence are similar or different.
	

	W.8.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	Not applicable.
	

	W.8.2d, L.8.8
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	Uses appropriate vocabulary such as graphic novel, poetry, structure, oppression, persecution, Holocaust, etc.
	

	W.8.4 (partial), W.8.2e
	I use a formal style.
	Style is formal and academic throughout.
	

	L.8.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	Words and sentences follow appropriate rules of writing.
	

	L.8.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	Spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	


Informative Writing Checklist

Name:
Date:


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of This Informative Writing Piece
	Date Completed

	R.8.1, W.8.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	
	

	W.8.2a
	I provide a clear focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	
	

	W.8.2a
	I introduce the topic clearly, giving readers a preview of the piece.
	
	

	W.8.2f
	I have a conclusion that supports the information presented.
	
	

	W.8.2a
	I use strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect, to organize information.
	
	

	W.8.2c
	I use a variety of appropriate transitions to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	

	W.8.2b
	I use relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my thinking.
	
	

	W.8.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	

	W.8.2d, L.8.8
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	
	

	W.8.4 (partial), W.8.2e
	I use a formal style.
	
	

	L.8.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.8.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Gerund and Infinitive Phrases Anchor Chart

L.8.1a

(Example for Teacher Reference)

What examples of gerund and infinitive phrases have you found in texts?

	Gerund Phrases
	Infinitive Phrases

	· encountering La Llorona

· thinking about them

· encountering new people and things 

· understanding the theme 

· repeating what each wise man does

· making literature memorable for readers 
	· to accept the new idea

· to consider it

· to think about the elephant in a new way 

· to ignore the truth and not learn anything

· to talk with La Llorona and listen to her

· to uncover the truth and learn something new


Selected and Constructed Response Questions: Gerund and Infinitive Phrases

L.8.1a

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

	Gerund Reference
	Infinitive Reference

	verb + -ing = gerund
verb + -ing + (object) = gerund phrase
Possible functions: noun
Example: Writing an essay that compares and contrasts two texts is required in this class.
	to + verb = infinitive
to + verb + (object) = infinitive phrase
Possible functions: noun, adjective, adverb
Example: Our assignment is to write an essay that compares and contrasts two texts.


Part I

Directions: Read the sentence, and answer the questions that follow.
Two texts that we have read, Summer of the Mariposas and “The Blind Men and the Elephant,” explore this topic of encountering new ideas or people.
1. Are the bold words a gerund phrase or an infinitive phrase?
a. gerund phrase

b. infinitive phrase
2. What is the function of encountering? (L.8.1a)
a. It is functioning as a noun that represents an activity.
b. It is functioning as the main verb of the sentence.
c. It is functioning as an adjective describing topic.
d. It is functioning as an adjective describing two texts.
3. What words or relationships between words and phrases helped you determine its function?
The gerund follows a preposition, which means that this phrase is functioning as a noun that is the object of a preposition.
Part II

Directions: Read the sentence, and answer the questions that follow.
Other times, people may find it hard to accept the new idea.
4. Are the bold words a gerund phrase or an infinitive phrase?
a. gerund phrase
b. infinitive phrase
5. What is the function of to accept? (L.8.1a)
a. It is functioning as a noun that represents an activity.
b. It is functioning as the main verb of the sentence.
c. It is functioning as an adverb describing the adjective hard.
d. It is functioning as an adjective describing people.
6. What words or relationships between words and phrases helped you determine its function?
This phrase is describing the adjective hard. We know that adverbs describe adjectives, so this phrase must be an adverb.
Selected and Constructed Response Questions: Gerund and Infinitive Phrases

L.8.1a

Name:
Date:


	Gerund Reference
	Infinitive Reference

	verb + -ing = gerund
verb + -ing + (object) = gerund phrase
Possible functions: noun
Example: Writing an essay that compares and contrasts two texts is required in this class.
	to + verb = infinitive
to + verb + (object) = infinitive phrase
Possible functions: noun, adjective, adverb
Example: Our assignment is to write an essay that compares and contrasts two texts.


Part I
Directions: Read the sentence, and answer the questions that follow.

Two texts that we have read, Summer of the Mariposas and “The Blind Men and the Elephant,” explore this topic of encountering new ideas or people.

7. Are the bold words a gerund phrase or an infinitive phrase?

a. gerund phrase

b. infinitive phrase

8. What is the function of encountering? (L.8.1a)

a. It is functioning as a noun that represents an activity.

b. It is functioning as the main verb of the sentence.

c. It is functioning as an adjective describing topic.

d. It is functioning as an adjective describing two texts.

9. What words or relationships between words and phrases helped you determine its function?

Part II

Directions: Read the sentence, and answer the questions that follow.

Other times, people may find it hard to accept the new idea.
10. Are the bold words a gerund phrase or an infinitive phrase?

a. gerund phrase

b. infinitive phrase

11. What is the function of to accept? (L.8.1a)

a. It is functioning as a noun that represents an activity.

b. It is functioning as the main verb of the sentence.

c. It is functioning as an adverb describing the adjective hard.

d. It is functioning as an adjective describing people.

12. What words or relationships between words and phrases helped you determine its function?

Structure Anchor Chart

RL.8.1, RL.8.2, (RL.8.5 partial)

Text Structures: Writers use varying structures to organize the content in a text or piece of writing, depending on their purpose. The structure used determines how the text is organized.
	Common Structures Used in Narratives
	Common Structures Used in Poetry

	Narrative Plot Structure: A classic narrative structure often includes a beginning, rising action, climax, falling action, and a conclusion.
Chapters: Main divisions of a book, typically with a number or title.
Flashbacks: An interruption in the normal sequence of events in a literary narrative; it draws attention to something that happened at an earlier time.
Sequential/Chronological Structure: The author provides the reader with chronological events.
	Stanzas: A group of lines within a poem, often four or more lines, sometimes having a fixed length, meter, or rhyming sequence.
Verse: A single line of a poem, or a whole stanza (such as in a song).
Chorus: A stanza in a poem or song that is repeated over the course of the song.
Repetition: When authors use a word or phrase more than once, to create a pattern or for the purpose of emphasis.
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