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	Voices of the Holocaust
	Grade 8: Module 3: Unit 1: Lesson 6



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 6 
L.8.4, RL.8.4

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Answer the questions and complete the following tasks:

Reread page 33 in chapter 2 in Maus I.
Panel 1 refers to a pogrom. Write your understanding of the word in the space below.

Answers will vary.
Using your Holocaust Glossary, locate the word pogrom, and write the full definition below.

A pogrom is an organized and violent riot, often aimed at the massacre or persecution of a religious or ethnic group, particularly one aimed at Jews.
Read page 33 one more time, with this definition in mind. What new understanding do you have for the events and ideas expressed on this page?

Answers will vary, but may include that Jews were persecuted in many ways—their business were taken over and their properties were taken and Jews were captured, beaten, and disappeared.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 6 
L.8.4, RL.8.4

Name:
Date:

Directions: Answer the questions and complete the following tasks:

Reread page 33 in chapter 2 in Maus I.
Panel 1 refers to a pogrom. Write your understanding of the word in the space below.

Using your Holocaust Glossary, locate the word pogrom, and write the full definition below.

Read page 33 one more time, with this definition in mind. What new understanding do you have for the events and ideas expressed on this page?

Synopsis: Maus I, Chapter 3
Name:
Date:

· Vladek’s father starves him to prevent him from meeting weight requirements for the draft. It works, but he is eventually still drafted in the war against the Germans. 

· Nazis capture Vladek. He starves and freezes at a prisoner camp. 

· Vladek volunteers to work for a German company to live in better conditions. 

· After some months pass, Vladek is able to disguise himself as a Polish man and get back to his family.

Text-Dependent Questions: Maus I, Chapter 3
RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, L.8.1b, L.8.3a

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Answer the following questions, from chapter 3 of Maus I, about dialogue, word choice, and tone. Use your text for reference.

1. On page 43, panels 1–5, Vladek, Anja, and Art are discussing leaving food at the end of a meal. What does Vladek’s statement, below, reveal about his character? (RL8.3)

“Yes! So it has to be. Always you must eat all what is on your plate.”

a. He believes children should have choices in what they eat and how much they eat.

b. He believes Art needs to eat more in order to be healthy.

c. He believes food is a critical resource and should not ever be wasted.
d. He believes that Anja’s cooking is superior and wants his son to experience her good cooking.

2. On page 45, panel 5, in the sentence, “My father pulled out 14 of his teeth to escape,” Vladek uses the active voice. What effect does this have on the meaning of the information in the statement? (L.8.1b, L8.3a)

By using the active voice to make this statement, Vladek is emphasizing that his father carried out this action, removing his own teeth.
3. Vladek says, “The other prisoners get two meals a day. We Jews get only a crust of bread and a little soup,” on page 53, panel 3. How does this statement impact the tone of this section of text? (RL8.4)

a. It creates a frustrated tone.
b. It creates an excited tone.

c. It creates a bored tone.

d. It creates an exhausted tone.

4. What is implied by the statement, “every day I bathed and did gymnastics to keep strong . . . and every day we prayed,” as it is used in the caption on page 54, panel 1? (RL.8.4)

a. Vladek believed physical conditioning was more important that praying.

b. Vladek wants to keep strong—mentally, spiritually, and physically.
c. Vladek knew prayer was the only way to be released from the prison camp.

d. Vladek was depressed while in captivity and could only sit idly by.

5. How would the following sentence on page 55, panel 2, be written in active voice to emphasize to the actors (subject) of the verb taken? (L.8.1b, L.8.3a)

“We were taken to the wooden houses.”

a. The Nazis took us to wooden houses.
b. The Nazis were taken to wooden houses.

c. The wooden houses were taken by Nazis.

d. We took the wooden houses.

6. What incident provokes Vladek to volunteer for the German labor assignment on page 54, panel 9?

a. Vladek realizes if he does not take this opportunity, he could die in the camps.
b. A friend convinces Vladek to volunteer for the labor assignment.

c. Vladek thinks this opportunity might be a trick, so he doesn’t want to volunteer.

d. Vladek was tricked into volunteering for the labor assignment.

7. On page 63, panel 4, the caption reveals Vladek’s thinking, “Always I saved . . . just in case.” What does that reveal about Vladek’s character? (RL.8.3)

a. He is resourceful and always prepared for the unexpected.
b. He wanted to impress the girls with chocolate.

c. He saved the contents of the Red Cross package for a special occasion.

d. He didn’t eat very much and didn’t like chocolate.

8. On page 67, frame 5, Art says, “you always tell me the same things. There’s nothing I can do.” What tone does this set? (RL8.4)

a. a frustrated tone
b. a happy tone

c. a fearful tone

d. a confused tone

9. How would you describe the tone the author’s words create on page 64, panel 4, when Vladek says: “I’m trying to get to Sosnowejec—back to my family.” What does this reveal about Vladek’s character? What evidence makes you think so? (RL8.1, RL8.3, RL8.4)

In your response, be sure to include

· a description of the tone that Vladek’s statement creates,

· evidence from the text that supports your description of Vladek’s tone, 

· and an explanation of what the statement reveals about Vladek’s character.

Vladek’s statement creates an urgent tone and conveys a sense of his resourcefulness. Vladek is trying to convince the train conductor that although he doesn’t have the proper papers, he should have access to the train. He does this by appealing on the conductor’s emotions—telling him he was in captivity and speaking badly of their common enemy (the Germans). This suggests that he is desperate to get home, yet resourceful in his approach. The last part of the statement, “back to my family,” makes it clear that he is trying to appeal to the conductor’s emotions. This urgent tone reveals that although Vladek is scared and anxious about getting on the train without papers, he is resourceful and uses agency to get his desired result.

Text-Dependent Questions: Maus I, Chapter 3
RL.8.1, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, L.8.1b, L.8.3a

Name:
Date:

Directions: Answer the following questions, from chapter 3 of Maus I, about dialogue, word choice, and tone. Use your text for reference.

10. On page 43, panels 1–5, Vladek, Anja, and Art are discussing leaving food at the end of a meal. What does Vladek’s statement, below, reveal about his character? (RL8.3)

“Yes! So it has to be. Always you must eat all what is on your plate.”

a. He believes children should have choices in what they eat and how much they eat.

b. He believes Art needs to eat more in order to be healthy.

c. He believes food is a critical resource and should not ever be wasted.

d. He believes that Anja’s cooking is superior and wants his son to experience her good cooking.

11. On page 45, panel 5, in the sentence, “My father pulled out 14 of his teeth to escape,” Vladek uses the active voice. What effect does this have on the meaning of the information in the statement? (L.8.1b, L8.3a)

12. Vladek says, “The other prisoners get two meals a day. We Jews get only a crust of bread and a little soup,” on page 53, panel 3. How does this statement impact the tone of this section of text? (RL8.4)

a. It creates a frustrated tone.

b. It creates an excited tone.

c. It creates a bored tone.

d. It creates an exhausted tone.

13. What is implied by the statement, “every day I bathed and did gymnastics to keep strong . . . and every day we prayed,” as it is used in the caption on page 54, panel 1? (RL.8.4)

a. Vladek believed physical conditioning was more important that praying.

b. Vladek wants to keep strong—mentally, spiritually, and physically.

c. Vladek knew prayer was the only way to be released from the prison camp.

d. Vladek was depressed while in captivity and could only sit idly by.

14. How would the following sentence on page 55, panel 2, be written in active voice to emphasize to the actors (subject) of the verb taken? (L.8.1b, L.8.3a)

“We were taken to the wooden houses.”

a. The Nazis took us to wooden houses.

b. The Nazis were taken to wooden houses.

c. The wooden houses were taken by Nazis.

d. We took the wooden houses.

15. What incident provokes Vladek to volunteer for the German labor assignment on page 54, panel 9?

a. Vladek realizes if he does not take this opportunity, he could die in the camps.

b. A friend convinces Vladek to volunteer for the labor assignment.

c. Vladek thinks this opportunity might be a trick, so he doesn’t want to volunteer.

d. Vladek was tricked into volunteering for the labor assignment.

16. On page 63, panel 4, the caption reveals Vladek’s thinking, “Always I saved . . . just in case.” What does that reveal about Vladek’s character? (RL.8.3)

a. He is resourceful and always prepared for the unexpected.

b. He wanted to impress the girls with chocolate.

c. He saved the contents of the Red Cross package for a special occasion.

d. He didn’t eat very much and didn’t like chocolate.

17. On page 67, frame 5, Art says, “you always tell me the same things. There’s nothing I can do.” What tone does this set? (RL8.4)

a. a frustrated tone

b. a happy tone

c. a fearful tone

d. a confused tone

18. How would you describe the tone the author’s words create on page 64, panel 4, when Vladek says: “I’m trying to get to Sosnowejec—back to my family.” What does this reveal about Vladek’s character? What evidence makes you think so? (RL8.1, RL8.3, RL8.4)

In your response, be sure to include

· a description of the tone that Vladek’s statement creates,

· evidence from the text that supports your description of Vladek’s tone,

· and an explanation of what the statement reveals about Vladek’s character.

5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide 

RL.8.4, L.8.1b, L.8.3a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

Housing and abundant food will be supplied. (from page 54, panel 7 of Maus I by Art Spiegelman)
Lesson 6 Placement 

Lead this Mini Language Dive during Work Time A after students have read chapter 3 of Maus I.
Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address the daily learning target (I can analyze how specific word choices impact meaning and tone) and RL.8.4 by providing an opportunity for students to analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. This sentence also helps students to address L.8.1b and L.8.3a because it uses a verb in the passive voice to achieve the effect of emphasizing an action, by drawing focus to the object of the verb.
· Supporting Standard: L.8.6.
· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses a verb in passive voice, which draws the reader’s attention to the object of the verb and emphasizes the action being carried out.
· Transfer: be + [verb + -ed] used in Part I selected response questions on the End of Unit 1 Assessment and in summary writing throughout this unit.
Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: Housing and abundant food will be supplied.
· Ask:
“What is this sentence about?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)
· Read aloud the focus structure: will be supplied
· Ask:
“What do you notice about this verb phrase?” (Responses will vary, but may include that it’s a future tense verb phrase written in passive voice. We know this because of the construction, be + [verb + -ed].)
“What will be supplied?” (Housing and abundant food.)
Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: Housing and abundant food will be supplied.
· Ask: 
“Who will supply the housing and abundant food? In other words, who is the implied doer or agent of the action in this sentence?” (Students may have to return to the text to see that this sentence refers to the Nazis.)
“How could this sentence be written in active voice, to include this agent as the subject?” (The Nazis will supply housing and abundant food.)
“How does the tone of the sentence change when it’s written using a verb in active voice? Why?” (While in passive voice, the sentence has a warm and inviting tone because of the emphasis on housing and abundant food; the sentence in active voice has a very matter of fact, straightforward tone. In active voice, the emphasis is on the subject, the Nazis, rather than on the appealing outcome and result being offered.
“Can you figure out why Art Spiegelman would write this sentence using a verb in passive voice? Remember, this sentence appears on a sign that represents how the Nazis communicated with Jewish people and prisoners of war.” (To emphasize the object of the verb, housing and abundant food, which are appealing things to receive. They are trying to persuade the war prisoners to join work camps by making it sound appealing.)
“How can we use verbs in passive voice to achieve particular effects in our own speaking or writing?” (To shift the emphasis of a sentence from the subject to the object to highlight a result or outcome.)
· Ask:
“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)
“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the daily learning target: 
‘I can analyze how specific word choices impact meaning and tone’?”(Responses will vary.)
Practice

· Display the sentence frame:
German workers will be replaced by prisoners of war.


.

subject + future tense verb + object

· Say:
“Rewrite the sentence from passive to active voice to shift the emphasis from the people being replaced (object) to the agent carrying out the action (subject).”
· As time allows, encourage students to discuss how the meaning and tone of the sentence changes when the sentence is rewritten with a verb in active voice. (When the emphasis is shifted to the subject, prisoners of war, the meaning and tone is that these prisoners are actively replacing the workers and it seems like it’s happening voluntarily. In passive voice, the action seems unintentional, suggesting the prisoners have no choice.)
· Possible student answers:
Prisoners of war will replace German workers.


subject + future tense verb + object
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