	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Voices of the Holocaust
	Grade 8: Module 3: Unit 3: Lesson 4



Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 4
L.8.2a, L.8.2b
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Imagine that a classmate of yours has recently written a text reflection about an article on Marek Edelman. Read the text reflection below, and answer the questions that follow.

Leading others to do what is right is a characteristic of an upstander. Marek Edelman was one of the leaders of the Warsaw uprising of 1943. He helped organize resistors to rebel against the Nazis who imprisoned the Jews in the Warsaw ghetto. For three weeks, the battle would continue and the Nazis will defeat them. The Nazis stripped them of their civil rights dignity and freedom. The Warsaw ghetto housed half a million Jews. It originally had resources like education and healthcare. Edelman knew they did not have the arms to defeat the Nazis, but he chose to lead an effort to protect his people from persecution and to take power away from the Nazis. On January 18, 1943, Edelman and other resistors disguised themselves as deportees, then fire was opened on the Nazis by them. Although they did not have enough weapons, supplies or rebels to beat the Nazis, they rather die fighting then allow the Nazis to have power over their fate. “‘We fought to protect the people in the ghetto, to extend their life by a day or two,’ said Edelman.” As the Nazis deported Jews from the Warsaw ghetto, everyone knew they were being taken to death camps to be executed. Many chose to be martyrs and not resist. Edelman’s approach was to act on behalf of his people. It took the Germans weeks to finally end the rebellion. “In later years he joined the Solidarity movement and, while his career as a politician in post-Soviet Poland never quite took off, he remained sought after as a living symbol of wartime resistance, a hero to Jews as much as to Polish nationalists.” Edelman was one of the few survivors of the uprising, but he led the resistance prepared to die. Marek Edelman’s leadership demonstrates how a strong upstander can influence others to be upstanders too.

Read the sentence from the text reflection below. Then, rewrite the sentence, adding two commas to indicate pauses between list items.

The Nazis stripped them of their civil rights dignity and freedom.

The Nazis stripped them of their civil rights, dignity, and freedom.
Read the quotation from the text reflection below. Rewrite the sentence using an ellipsis to omit information that is not essential for understanding that Malek Edelman was a member of the Solidarity movement and a hero to Polish nationalists.

“In later years he joined the Solidarity movement and, while his career as a politician in post-Soviet Poland never quite took off, he remained sought after as a living symbol of wartime resistance, a hero to Jews as much as to Polish nationalists.”

In later years he joined the Solidarity movement . . . a hero to Jews as much as to Polish nationalists.
Source: Joffe, Lawrence. “Marek Edelman Obituary.” The Guardian, 4 Oct. 2009. Web.
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Miep Gies

Gies sheltered Anne Frank and her family from the Nazis in Amsterdam during World War II. She came to international attention after the posthumous publication of Frank’s diary.

While millions of people all over the world know about Anne Frank, far fewer are aware of Miep Gies, the woman who sustained Frank and her family in hiding during World War II. 
The humanitarian actions of Gies more than fifty years ago in Nazi-occupied Amsterdam have had a special and enduring impact. Were it not for Miep Gies, the world would never have met Anne Frank.

Moral courage and modesty are at the heart of Gies’ character. For more than two years, she risked her own life daily to illegally protect and care for the Franks and four of their friends hiding from the Nazis in an attic. She insists that she is not a hero. “I myself am just an ordinary woman. I simply had no choice,” she told a standing-room-only audience during the fifth Wallenberg Lecture, in Rackham Auditorium, on October 11, 1994. Gies knew of many other Dutch people who sheltered or helped Jews during the war. Her name has become known, she said, only “because I had an Anne.” Gies assigned the title of hero to the eight souls who hid in the attic. “They were the brave people,” she said.

Gies was born in 1909 in Vienna. At the age of eleven, recovering from tuberculosis and suffering from poor nutrition, she was sent to live with a family in Amsterdam. Her Dutch foster parents already had five children. Despite their modest income they welcomed her into their family, sharing with her everything they had. The love and compassion she received from her new family impressed Gies profoundly and she decided to make Holland her permanent home. She was influenced by the values of her foster family. Later, when her employer, Otto Frank, asked her if she was prepared to take responsibility for his family in hiding, she answered “yes” without hesitation. “It is our human duty to help those who are in trouble,” Gies said in Ann Arbor. “I could foresee many, many sleepless nights and a miserable life if I had refused to help the Franks. Yes, I have wept countless times when I thought of my dear friends. But still, I am happy that these are not tears of remorse for refusing to assist those in trouble.”

Gies provided the Franks with food, clothing and books during their years in hiding—to the best of her ability she addressed all of their daily material needs. She was also one of the few links with the outside world for the Franks and their friends, and she was their main source of hope and cheer. She knowingly faced great personal risk, acting out of integrity and in consonance with her own internal values. Gies tried to rescue the Frank family after they were taken from the attic, attempting to bribe the Austrian SS officer who had arrested them. She even went to Nazi headquarters to negotiate a deal, fully aware that this bold move could cost her her life.

After the Franks were betrayed and arrested, Gies’ work continued. She climbed the attic stairs one more time to retrieve Anne’s writings, finding them scattered on the floor. Gies quickly gathered up the notebooks and kept them for Anne’s expected return after the war. When she learned of Anne’s death in Bergen-Belsen, Gies gave Otto Frank his daughter’s notebooks. Ever since, Miep Gies has mourned the cruel fate of her friends in the attic. “Every year on the fourth of August, I close the curtains of my home and do not answer the doorbell or the telephone,” she said. “It is the day that my Jewish friends were taken away to the death camps. I have never overcome that shock.”

Miep Gies’ message in her Wallenberg Lecture was one of hope: “I feel strongly that we should not wait for our political leaders to make this world a better place.” Miep Gies has been honored around the world for her moral courage. In Israel the Yad Vashem Memorial pays tribute to her as a Righteous Gentile.

Miep Gies died in January, 2010, in the Netherlands.

Source: Wallenberg Committee. “1994, Miep Gies.” © 1994, 2014 University of Michigan. Web. Used by permission.

	Glossary
consonance: agreement 

gentile: not Jewish

humanitarian: having concern for or helping to improve the well-being of people

Leiden: is a city in the Dutch province of South Holland

remorse: deep regret or guilt for a wrong committed

SS officer: a member of the Schutzstaffel, the black-uniformed elite corps and self-described “political soldiers” of the Nazi Party


Text Reflection: “Miep Gies”
RI.8.1, W.8.4
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Review the following criteria for an effective text reflection. Write a text reflection about how Miep Gies was a Holocaust upstander.

· Introduces the Holocaust upstander 

· Includes at least one key characteristic of an upstander

· Uses evidence from the text that supports each characteristic

· Elaborates on how the evidence supports the characteristics

· Wraps up with a concluding statement 

· Is short, clear, and concise

An upstander is a person who takes action to help others who are being persecuted by someone more powerful. One of the characteristics of an upstander is integrity. Miep Gies was a woman of integrity who felt a moral obligation to keep Anne Frank and her family safe from Nazi persecution. Gies’ employer, Otto Frank, asked her to hide his family and three friends. She did not hesitate to help out. She believed “It is our human duty to help those who are in trouble.” As a non-Jewish person, Miep could have decided not to help the Franks because of the risks she would have to take. Taking risks when one does not have to is another characteristic of an upstander. Miep was not a target of the Nazi Party and did not receive any personal gain from this selfless work. After the Frank family was captured by the Nazis, she tried to bribe an officer to release them. “Miep even went to Nazi headquarters to negotiate a deal, fully aware that this bold move could cost her life.” Although she could not save the Franks from imprisonment, she was able to retrieve Anne Frank’s notebooks. Because of Miep Gies’ integrity and the risks she took to protect the Frank family, the world knows about Anne Frank.
Source: Wallenberg Committee. “1994, Miep Gies.” University of Michigan, 10 May 19. Web.
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