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Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 3

RI.8.5

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, answer the following question.

What job does a paragraph do in an informational text?

organizes ideas and gives the reader information
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Pages 17–19

· Although there seems to be a large variety of products in the supermarket, almost every product is made of corn, or corn is one of the main ingredients.

· Nonfood items like diapers, toothpaste, and makeup also contain corn.

Pages 34–36

· Farmers used to grow their own seeds, but now seeds are genetically modified.

· Plants have certain weaknesses in the growing process, like being destroyed by pests or disease.

· To solve this problem and grow crops faster, seed companies modify the DNA of seeds by adding certain qualities from one plant to another. For example, if one plant is resistant to disease, scientists take that resistant trait from that plant and place it in the seed of a plant that is not resistant, so it can last until harvest.

· GMO seeds are patented by agribusiness. This means that they are the only ones who can produce and sell these seeds.

· In order for farmers to compete with other farmers for business, they have to keep buying GMO seeds from these corporations.

Pages 46–49

· Although farms in America are more productive than they’ve ever been, farmers do not make much money.

· The cost to buy corn is lower than the cost to grow it. As a result, farmers actually lose money.

· The government only gives subsidies to grow corn. Therefore, farmers cannot make much money from growing crops other than corn.
Paragraph Structure Anchor Chart

RI.8.1, RI.8.5

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Part I

Types of Paragraphs
The following are four of the many types of paragraph structures in a text.

Compare/Contrast

· Identifies and explains the similarities and differences between two or more people, places, things, or ideas

Descriptive

· Uses sensory language to help readers imagine the scene, person, object, etc.

· Words often appeal to one or more of the five senses

· Series of detailed observations

· Uses description to make a point

Narrative

· Tells a story

· Usually has a sequence

· May contain characters, a setting, a conflict, and/or a resolution

Expository/Explanatory

· Gives information

· Often cites credible sources/experts

· Can specify the topic of the text, why it is important, and what is to come

Part II

The following are examples of paragraph structures in The Omnivore’s Dilemma.

	Example
	Type of Paragraph and Paragraph’s Purpose
	Key Concept in Text and Sentence That Develops Key Concept

	Page 11, Paragraph 1

Beginning with “In the past . . .,” and ending with “. . . what not to eat.”
	Compare/Contrast
Compares/contrasts food traditions and modern American experts on food
	“Instead we have dozens of different ‘experts’ who give us lots of different advice about what to eat and what not to eat.”

This develops the concept that we do not know where our food comes from, which creates the “omnivore’s dilemma.”

	Page 17, Paragraph 2

Beginning with “Take a look . . .,” and ending with “. . . mountain of corn.”
	Descriptive
Description of a supermarket
	“Look again. Somewhere, behind the brightly colored packaging, underneath the labels covered with information, there is a mountain of corn.”

This appeals to the sense of sight to help readers imagine what the supermarket looks like and how most foods contain corn.

	Page 34, Paragraph 1

Beginning with “Back when George’s grandfather . . .,” and ending with “Sounds good, right?”
	Narrative
Tells story about George’s grandfather
	“Then in the 1930s seed companies came up with a new kind of corn seed—hybrid corn.”

This provides the reader with the history of farmers and seeds.

	Page 35, Paragraph 3

Beginning with “New hybrids have . . .,” and ending with “. . . thought to myself.”
	Expository/Explanatory
Gives information about hybrid corn
	“New hybrids have increased farm yields to about 180 bushels per acre.”

This provides data to inform the reader about hybrid corn plants.


Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
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RI.8.5
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Directions: Answer the following questions about paragraph structure in The Omnivore’s Dilemma.

1. In paragraph 2 on page 36, beginning with “These new GMO seeds . . .,” what type of paragraph structure does the author use? (RI.8.5)

a. Narrative

b. Descriptive

c. Compare/Contrast

d. Expository/Explanatory
2. How does the following sentence contribute to developing the concept of food choices? (RI.8.1, RI.8.5)

“They believe that GMOs are a reckless experiment with the natural order of things” (36).

a. by providing the author’s opinion on the use of GMOs

b. by providing an analysis of corporations that sell corn

c. by providing a reason to oppose industrial farming
d. by providing a definition of industrial farming

Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
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