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Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 2

RI.8.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, answer the following question.

In the previous module, you analyzed the point of view of characters in a novel. How might point of view be different in a nonfiction text?

In a nonfiction text, the perspective is from the author’s point of view. 

It’s the author’s attitude about a topic or issue.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 2

RI.8.6

Name:
Date: 


Directions: As you enter class, answer the following question.

In the previous module, you analyzed the point of view of characters in a novel. How might point of view be different in a nonfiction text?
Text Guide: The Omnivore’s Dilemma
RI.8.1, RI.8.2

(For Teacher Reference)

This guide is meant to support in-class reading of The Omnivore’s Dilemma by providing comprehension questions and examples of vocabulary with which students may struggle. 
Be sure students provide evidence from the text to support their responses to the questions.

Unit 1

Lesson 2, Section 1
Introduction, pages 10–13

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed.

Vocabulary
· omnivore (10): eats both plants and animals

· food chain (11): the series of processes by which food is grown or produced, sold, and eventually consumed

· organic (12): produced or involving production without the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides, or other artificial agents

· sustainable (12): able to be maintained (in the context of food, food that comes from a “closed loop, recycling fertility and using renewable energy”)

· processed food (12): food which has gone through a series of mechanical or chemical operations performed to change or preserve it

Questions
· page 10 “The more I studied and read about food the more I realized . . .”

What is the omnivore’s dilemma? Answers will vary, but may include: We can eat plants and animals, but we don’t know what is good or bad for our health, and we have some difficult choices to make.
· page 11 “Instead we have dozens of different ‘experts’ . . .”

Why do you think the author placed the word experts in quotation marks? What can you infer by this choice? Answers will vary, but may include: the author doesn’t trust experts, the author doesn’t believe there can be experts on food, the author doesn’t think the experts are credible.
· pages 12–13 “In this book, I follow four different food chains.”

What have we learned about the four food chains the author is following? Answers will vary, but may include: there are many ways our food is grown, produced, and sold to us; food is grown in large, single-crop fields, in chemical-free farms, in local small farms; people hunt and grow their own food.
Lesson 3, Section 2
Pages 17–19, beginning with “The average supermarket . . .,” and ending with “. . . fried in was corn oil.”

Pages 34–36, beginning with “Back when George’s grandfather . . .,” and ending with “. . . natural order of things.”

Pages 46–49, beginning with “The industrial food chain . . .,” and ending with “. . . paid for part of it.”

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed. 

Vocabulary

· yield (34): produce or provide

· GMO foods (36): any food whose DNA has been changed using technology 

· bonanza (36): a situation or event that creates a sudden increase in wealth, good fortune, or profits

· subsidy (46): a sum of money granted by the government or a public body to assist an industry or business so that the price of a commodity or service may remain low or competitive

Questions

· page 34 “But the ‘children’ of that crop . . .”

What are the advantages and disadvantages of hybrid plants? Answers will vary, but may include: they produce more crops per acre, but the products of these hybrid plants do not have the same good qualities.
· page 36 “Even if farmers face hard times . . .”

How do agribusinesses profit from farmers? Answers will vary, but may include: in order to continue to produce hybrid plants with good traits, farmers have to keep buying seeds from seed companies.
· page 49 “Prices go lower, but the mountain of corn . . .”

Why aren’t farmers making money? Answers will vary, but may include: They receive checks from the government to only grow corn, but the price of corn is lower than the cost of growing corn. They are not paid to grow other crops.
Lesson 4, Section 3
Pages 63–65: starting at “Cows and Grass—A Partnership” and ending at “. . . fast food indeed” just prior to “Cow Chow”

Pages 69–74: starting at “Cattle Eating Cattle” and ending at “. . . I wouldn’t have a job” just prior to “My Steer”

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed.

Vocabulary

· evolved (63): developed gradually over time

· rumen (64): the large compartment of the stomach of a ruminant, breaks down grass and acts as a fermentation tank 

· ruminants (64): even-toed hoofed mammals (such as sheep, oxen, deer, and camels) that chew the cud and have a complex three- or four-chambered stomach

· fermentation (64): the chemical breakdown of a substance by bacteria, yeasts, or other microorganisms

· ecological system (or ecosystem) (65): The living organisms in a specific area that interact and depend on one another for functioning and survival. These systems are the plants and animals interacting with their nonliving environments (weather, Earth, Sun, soil, atmosphere).

· feedlots (69): areas where livestock are fed (“fattened up”) and readied for slaughter

· tallow (69): a hard, fatty substance made from rendered animal fat, often used in making candles and soap

· slaughterhouse (69): a building or place where animals are butchered for food

· forage (70): food for animals especially when taken by browsing or grazing

· bloat (72): a disease of livestock characterized by an accumulation of gas in the stomach

· acidosis (72): when body tissues contain too much acid 

Questions

· page 65 “A rumen has evolved into . . .”

If cattle are not good at digesting corn, why is the author suggesting they are fed corn as their primary diet? Answers will vary, but may include: cows that are fed corn can be fattened, and therefore slaughtered, more quickly when they have a corn-based diet.
· page 70 “Basically, almost all of the cattle . . .”

What does this excerpt mean? Why does corn make cattle sick? Answers may vary, but should explain that cows have specialized stomachs that are made to eat grass, and when they eat only a corn-fed diet, they develop illnesses, such as bloat and acidosis.
· page 74 “What keeps a feedlot animal . . .”

What is the relationship of antibiotics to feedlot animals? Answers may vary, but should explain that cattle raised in feedlots could not survive without antibiotics. They need antibiotics because the acid in their stomachs eats away the walls of their rumen and allows bacteria to enter their bloodstream. This can cause damage to their livers and is treated with antibiotics.
Lesson 6, Section 4
Pages 88–89, beginning with “It seems that food . . .,” and ending with “. . . having a heart attack.”

Pages 91–93, beginning with “So food companies . . .,” and ending with “. . . in our diet.”

Pages 96–100, beginning with “Soda makers don’t . . .,” and ending with “Talk about mixed messages!”

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed. 

Vocabulary

· flavonoid (89): a substance in fruit and vegetables that may help protect people against some types of cancer or heart disease

· amputation (91): the surgical removal of a body part

· epidemic (93): a particular problem that seriously affects many people at the same time

· ethanol (93): a colorless alcohol made from grain and sugar that easily changes to a gas

· gluttons (96): greedy eaters

· gorge (98): fill oneself with food

Questions

· pages 87–88 “Breakfast cereal is a great example . . .”

What is the difference between the way companies make money and the way farmers make money? Companies profit from selling processed foods, while farmers profit from selling whole foods. 
· pages 88–89 “Processing food allows companies to . . .”

How do companies get us to spend more money for the same amount of food? Answers will vary, but may include: they use advertising to persuade us, they present foods as if they have added value, they make them appealing, they add vitamins.
· page 91 “Three of every five Americans . . .”

What is the danger of eating more calories? It causes obesity and diabetes, which are conditions that are killing us.
· page 96 “Soda makers don’t deserve credit . . .”

How and why did supersizing begin? Wallerstein doubled the size of food and drinks in one portion because people would not pay for two small portions. They did not want to seem greedy.
· page 98 “You begin to see why processing foods . . .”

How do processed foods make us eat more than we should? Humans will eat more sugar and fat even when we’re full since our bodies tell us to eat more because we will be hungry again soon. 
· pages 98–99 “Surprisingly, the health problems of eating too much . . .”

Why are poor people affected the most by cheap fat? Poor people can afford cheap fat because it costs less than low-calorie foods, making it more affordable.
Lesson 7, Section 5
Pages 133–134, beginning with “Industrial Organic” and ending with “. . . under federal organic rules” just prior to “Hippie Food” 

Pages 147–150, beginning with “More Big Organic: Meet Rosie the Free-Range Chicken” and ending with “. . . and catch a cold” just prior to “My Organic Industrial Meal”

Pages 153–155, beginning with “Is Organic Better for You?” and ending with “. . . already banned in Europe” just prior to “Is It Health Food?”

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed. 

Vocabulary

· monoculture (133): the cultivation or growth of a single crop, plant, or livestock species, variety, or breed in a field or farming system at a time

· industrial (133): relating to large-scale business or industry

· automated (149): a process in a factory or office operated by machines or computers, in order to reduce the amount of work done by humans

· barracks (149): buildings or group of buildings used to house a specific group of people, such as soldiers, laborers, or prisoners

· atrazine (155): herbicide to control weeds, especially in corn crops

· herbicide (155): a substance that is toxic to plants, used to destroy unwanted vegetation, especially weeds

Questions

· page 133 “Because this food chain has elements of both, I call it ‘industrial organic.’”

What does Pollan mean when he refers to this organic food as “industrial organic”? He is referring to the fact that although the food he is describing is organic and is produced without pesticides, it is still produced in an industrial setting.
· page 134 “The government rules about organic food allow companies to make organic high-fructose corn syrup—words I never expected to see combined.”

Why was Pollan surprised to see these words combined? He was surprised because one typically thinks of organic food as healthy food, not food that would contain HFCS.
· page 148 “Ah, you ask, what about the ‘free range’ words on Rosie’s label? Doesn’t that mean they can ‘free range’ outside? Not exactly.”

What does Pollan mean by “not exactly”? He means that although these chickens are technically labelled as “free range,” they are accustomed to not going outside, and by the time the option exists to go outside, the chickens are conditioned to stay indoors and most do so.
Lesson 8, Section 6
Pages 168–169, beginning with “Polyface Farm raises . . .,” and ending with “. . . from start to finish.”

Pages 178–180, beginning with “Throwing and stacking . . .,” and ending with “. . . do the most good.”

Pages 192–196, beginning with “Most industrial farmers . . .,” and ending with “. . . he’s doing something wrong.”

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed. 

Vocabulary

· paddock (179): a small field or enclosure where horses are kept or exercised

· purebred (179): an animal bred from parents of the same breed or variety

· sauntered (180): walked in a slow, relaxed manner, without hurry or effort

· compost (192): decayed matter used to fertilize soil

· tipsy (194): slightly drunk

Questions

· page 168 “The first time I heard this . . .”

Why does Salatin call himself a grass farmer? All of the animals on the farm eat grass and depend on grass for food production.
· page 180 “The last time I had stood watching . . .”

What is the difference between Poky Feeders and the cows on Joel’s farm? Poky Feeders have a longer food chain because they use machines to harvest the feed, but the cows on Joel’s farm harvest their own feed.
· page 195 “Salatin reached down deep . . .”

On page 195, the author states, “That handful of compost was proof that when grass can eat sunlight and food animals can eat grass, there is indeed a free lunch.” What does this quote mean? This process doesn’t include the cost of machines, so the natural farming process of grass using sunlight and animals eating grass to produce food, does not cost any money.
Lesson 10, Section 7
Pages 213–217, beginning with “Solving the Omnivore’s Dilemma,” and reading to the end of page 217

Pages 219–223, beginning with “Seasonal Food,” and reading to the end of page 223

Pages 229–231, beginning with “Grass, Not Grain,” and ending with “. . . Doesn’t that sound like a bargain?”

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed.

Vocabulary

· spurred (213): encouraged an activity or development or made it happen faster

· agribusiness (216): industries dealing with agricultural produce and services required in farming

· bombarded (216): assailed (someone) persistently, as with questions, criticisms, or information

Questions

· page 215 “Joel pointed out that people generally understand that quality costs more, except when it comes to food.”

What is the author trying to point out by sharing Joel’s observation? He is sharing the discrepancy many Americans exhibit when it comes to quality and cost. He gives examples of how people will pay for cable or new TVs while resisting the cost of higher-quality food. Just like higher-quality cars and clothing cost more money, consumers should expect that higher-quality food cost more as well.
· page 221 “We can vote with our forks.”

What does it mean to “vote with your fork”? People can make big changes in the food system through the choices they make when purchasing and consuming food.
Unit 3

Lesson 1, Section 8
Pages 40–44, beginning with “Turning Bombs into Fertilizer,” and ending with “Nitrogen Pollution”

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed.

Vocabulary

· fertilizer (40): a chemical or natural substance added to soil or land to increase its fertility

· ammonium nitrate (41): a substance with ammonia and nitrate

· hybrid (42): the offspring of two plants or animals of different species or varieties

· legumes (42): leguminous plants (members of the pea family), especially those grown as a crop

· proposition (44): a project, task, or idea considered in terms of its likely success or difficulty, especially in a commercial context

Questions

· page 40 “How could a plant take over our food chain and push out almost every other species?”

What do you already know about corn and our food chain? Answers will vary, but may include: it’s in many of the foods we eat; it may not be very healthy for us; the meat we eat comes from animals that are fed corn.
· page 42 “. . . it wasn’t until farmers started using chemical fertilizers in the 1950s that corn yields really exploded.”

Why do you think the author used the word exploded to describe a high amount of corn being grown? Answers will vary, but may include: The increase in corn produced was due to the use of chemicals that are also used to make bombs. The author is making a subtle joke here.
· page 44 “But the system only works as long as fossil fuel energy is cheap.”

What have we learned about how factory farms use fossil fuels? Why might this be a problem? Answers will vary, but may include: Factory farms use up more fossil fuel energy than the amount of food that they produce. This could become a problem for our ecosystem as we continue to use up resources to sustain this type of farming.
Lesson 2, Section 9
Pages 44–46, beginning with “Nitrogen Pollution,” and ending with “Rich Fields, Poor Farmers”

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed. 

Vocabulary

· sheepishly (44): in an embarrassed manner due to shame or a lack of self-confidence

· filter (45): a porous device for removing impurities or solid particles from a liquid or gas passed through it

· algae (45): a simple, nonflowering, and typically aquatic plant of a large group that includes the seaweeds and many single-celled forms

· smothering (45): killing (someone) by covering their nose and mouth so that they suffocate

Lesson 5, Section 10
Pages 63–64, beginning with “Cows and Grass—A Partnership,” and ending with “Cow Chow”

Page 71, Infographic “Is Corn-Fed Beef Healthy?”

Pages 229–231, beginning with “Grass, Not Grain,” and ending with “The Meal”

Pause to define the following vocabulary and ask the following questions as needed. 

Vocabulary

· saturated fat (71): a type of fat considered to be less healthy in the diet than unsaturated fat

· omega-3 fatty acid (71): a class of fatty acids found in fish oils, especially from salmon and other cold-water fish, that acts to lower the levels of cholesterol

· beta carotene (229): a red-orange pigment found in plants and fruits, especially carrots and colorful vegetables; the yellow/orange pigment that gives vegetables and fruits their rich colors. The human body converts beta carotene into vitamin A.

· folic acid (230): a B vitamin that helps the body make healthy new cells

Questions

· page 63 “Cows have evolved . . . to be eaten by cows.”

What are some of the ways that cows have evolved to eat grass, and what are some of the ways grass has evolved to be eaten by cows? Answers will vary, but may include: cows have a specialized stomach that allows them to eat grass; cows eat the grass and also fertilize it, allowing more grasses to grow.
· page 71 “Yet this corn-fed meat is actually less healthy for us.”

In what ways is corn-fed beef less healthy for consumers to eat? Answers will vary, but may include: it has too much saturated fat, which is linked to heart disease, and fewer “good fats” like omega-3 fatty acids.
Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
Synopsis: The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Section 1

Name:
Date: 


Introduction, Pages 10–13

· The author explains that he did not think about the source of our food.

· The author decided to examine where our food comes from.

· The omnivore’s dilemma is we have so many food options, but we don’t know what is good or bad for us.

· We don’t grow our own food, so we don’t know where it comes from.

· The author decides to be a food detective and follow four food chains: industrial, industrial organic, local sustainable, and hunter-gatherer.

Author’s Purpose and Point of View: 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma Note-Catcher

RI.8.1, RI.8.6

Directions: As you read The Omnivore’s Dilemma, analyze the author’s purpose and point of view on different topics on food choices.

	Section 1, Page 11
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

where our food comes from

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
It is important and something we should really think about.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· going crazy
· worrying

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to educate readers about where our food comes from and what is in it
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand how complicated the omnivore’s dilemma is

	Section 1, Page 11
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

the way we get information about our food today

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
Our food choices are more confusing now and we don’t know whom to listen to.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· experts
· People knew about food because they grew it or hunted it themselves.
· worrying

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to prove to the reader that we have an “omnivore’s dilemma” in how to make good food choices
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand that we do not have firsthand knowledge of where our food comes from

	Section 2, Page 49
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

source of cheap food

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
The cheap food Americans pay for is not cheap at all because their taxes pay for it through subsidies.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· problem
· but
· don’t really
· hidden costs

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to educate readers about the hidden costs in agribusiness and how it affects farmers.
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand why farmers do not make a lot of money from their crops

	Section 3, Page 76
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

cows as machines

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
Industrial feedlots treat cattle as a machine for turning corn into beef.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· I realized once again
· That is one way of looking at it.

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to show how cattle are mistreated in industrial farming
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand that whatever happens to cows (how they are treated or fed) impacts us and the environment

	Section 4, Page 89
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

“added value” in foods—vitamins

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
Companies change foods in various ways so they can sell us more of them.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· We need an apple that fights cancer!
· any old chicken
· removed

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to explain how companies manipulate consumers into believing they add value to our food
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand how companies make money and why foods are appealing to us

	Section 4, Pages 91–93
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

eating more food

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
Companies convince us to eat more food, which causes obesity and diabetes.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· scheme
· killing us
· supersized meals
· awful lot

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to inform readers about the dangers of overeating and why we overeat
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand the effect processed foods have on our body and our health

	Section 4, Pages 99–100
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

government and public health

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
The government is not consistent in how it supports healthy eating.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· mixed messages

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to show the government’s role in the health crisis in America
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand why the government funds high-calorie foods more than healthy foods

	Section 5, Pages 153–154
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

benefits of organic food

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
Although it is not scientifically proven, organic food is probably better for you.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· I think the answer is yes.

· I can’t prove it.

· I know.

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to compare the nutrition and taste of organic food with non-organic food
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand why people make choices, despite the higher cost, to buy organic food

	Section 6, Page 178
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

working on a local farm

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
Local sustainable farming is a lot of work.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· the more weary you feel

· left me bone tired

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to point out how labor-intensive it is to farm well and sustainably
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand how difficult local farming is and why industrial farming is faster and easier

	Section 6, Page 192
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

industrial farmers

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
Industrial farmers are more concerned with money than conditions for animals.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· don’t worry

· forcing cows

· even when it is unnatural

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to demonstrate how local farms treat animals better than industrial farms
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand the difference between industrial farming and local sustainable farming

	Section 7, Pages 214–215
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

paying more for better food

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
Many Americans are unwilling to pay more for better food.
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?
· Still, whatever the reason,

· mixed priorities; pay for other pricey things, just not food

· unwilling

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
to show how people think about the value and cost of organic food
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?
helps us understand how people prioritize their spending and food choices

	Conflicting Viewpoint

	Section 2, Page 49
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

source of cheap food

	Conflicting Viewpoint

What is the conflicting viewpoint that is addressed in this section?
Cheap corn produces cheap food for Americans.
	Author’s Response

How does the author respond to the conflicting viewpoint?
points out that food is not actually cheap because American taxes pay for the government subsidies used to produce the cheap corn

	Section 3, Page 65
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

corn-fed beef

	Conflicting Viewpoint

What is the conflicting viewpoint that is addressed in this section?
Cattle should be fed corn.
	Author’s Response

How does the author respond to the conflicting viewpoint?
points out that cattle raised on corn mature more quickly and can be sold for beef earlier, which benefits the industrial farmer, yet cattle have stomachs evolved to eat grass, and eating a diet of grass makes them take longer to mature

	Section 4, Page 89
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

added value

	Conflicting Viewpoint

What is the conflicting viewpoint that is addressed in this section?
adding nutritional value to foods is good for the health of consumers
	Author’s Response

How does the author respond to the conflicting viewpoint?
explains that foods naturally contain nutritional value, but companies remove the nutrition when they process these foods

	Section 6, Page 192
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

industrial farmers

	Conflicting Viewpoint

What is the conflicting viewpoint that is addressed in this section?
The goal of farming is production and profit.
	Author’s Response

How does the author respond to the conflicting viewpoint?
points out that honoring the way animals live naturally is important


Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
Author’s Purpose and Point of View: 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma Note-Catcher

RI.8.1, RI.8.6

Name:
Date: 


Directions: As you read The Omnivore’s Dilemma, analyze the author’s purpose and point of view on different topics on food choices.

	Section ____, Page(s) _________
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?

	Section ____, Page(s) _________
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?

	Section ____, Page(s) _________
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?

	Section ____, Page(s) _________
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?

	Section ____, Page(s) _________
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?

	Section ____, Page(s) _________
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
	Evidence of Author’s Point of View

What words or ideas from the excerpt helped you determine that point of view?

	Author’s Purpose

What is the author’s reason for writing this?
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?

	Section ____, Page(s) _________
What topic is the author addressing in this excerpt?

	Author’s Point of View

What is the author’s attitude toward this topic?
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Author’s Purpose and Point of View: 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma Note-Catcher
RI.8.1, RI.8.6
Name:
Date: 

Directions: As you read The Omnivore’s Dilemma, analyze the author’s purpose and point of view on different topics on food choices.

	Section 1, Page 11
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where our food comes from
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What is the author’s reason for writing this?

to educate readers about
	Understanding

How does the author’s point of view add to our understanding of this topic?

helps us understand
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Language Dive Guide: 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Page 11

RI.8.6, L.8.1a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence
I decided to become a food detective, to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating. (from page 11 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan)

Rationale
· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: To help students address the daily learning target (I can determine the author’s point of view and purpose in the Introduction of The Omnivore’s Dilemma.) and RI.8.6, this sentence provides information about the author’s purpose in writing the text. The sentence also helps students to address L.8.1a by providing an opportunity for students to explain the function of infinitive phrases within the sentence. Supporting Standards: SL.8.1

· Guiding Question: To help students respond to two guiding questions (Where does our food come from? How do we analyze arguments about how food should be grown and processed?), this sentence aligns the anchor text’s purpose with the purpose of the unit.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses infinitive phrases with the purpose of explaining intended actions and purpose. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: I decided to become. Based on student need and time, consider adding days for extended conversation, and practice with a new focus structure: to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.
· Practice and Transfer: After discussing the focus structure, students practice using it to discuss something in their lives. Students transfer their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing short constructed responses about the purpose of texts and videos on the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment.

· Note that the chunk food detective is presented out of order to help students understand the structure and meaning of the verb and infinitive in the chunk I decided to become.

Key
Red
Blue
Green

Time
10 minutes

Throughout the Language Dive

Refer to the instructions provided in the first three Language Dives of Module 1.

To focus students’ attention on infinitive phrases in this sentence, use red, blue, and green markers to code the sentence (red: verb, noun: blue, adverb: green). One purpose of this Language Dive is to give students the opportunity to explain the function of infinitive phrases in a particular sentence. Students will explore the function of verbals (gerunds, infinitives, participles) in greater depth in Module 3.

Launch

· Remind students of the daily learning target (I can determine the author’s point of view and purpose in the Introduction of The Omnivore’s Dilemma).

· Ask:

“In today’s lesson, we are determining Michael Pollan’s purpose in writing The Omnivore’s Dilemma. What is another way to say purpose? (a reason for doing something, or a goal or objective)

· Invite students to keep the meaning of purpose in mind as they analyze the Language Dive sentence.

Deconstruct

· Invite students to put their finger by this sentence from The Omnivore’s Dilemma on their note-catchers: I decided to become a food detective, to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.
· Read aloud the sentence twice, and then ask students to take turns reading the sentence aloud with their partners.

· Ask:

“What does this sentence mean to you?” (Answers will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Answers will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)
a food detective,

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: a food detective,
· Ask:

“Can you figure out what a detective is?” (someone who investigates things to find out new, previously unknown information)

· Note: As time allows, help students to deepen their understanding of what a detective is by inviting them to consider and discuss the work that they do as language detectives during Language Dives.

“Can you figure out what a food detective is?” (someone who learns as much as possible about food)

· Say:

“I’ll give you time to sketch a food detective on your note-catcher.”

· After inviting responses, display students’ ideas.
I decided to become

Deconstruct (Focus Structure)

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: I decided to become
· Ask:

“What did Michael Pollan decide to become?” (a food detective)

“What does it mean to decide something?” (to make a choice)

“How do you think making a decision connects to having a purpose?” (When we make a decision, we commit to doing something to achieve a goal or objective.)

“What part of speech is decided? How do you know? (Decided is a verb. We know this because it comes after a subject, I, and because it ends in -ed to indicate past tense.)

· Underline decided in red, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Ask:

“What kinds of words and phrases usually follow verbs?” (Responses will vary, but look for students to identify that many verbs are followed by direct or indirect objects, which are nouns and noun phrases.)

“What do you notice about the direct object that follows the verb decided?” (Responses will vary, but help students to notice that decided is followed by the word to and the base form of the verb become.)
· Tell students that to + base form of verb is called an infinitive. Infinitives look like verbs, but they function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs.

· Ask:

“In this sentence, is this infinitive functioning as a noun, adjective, or adverb? How do you know?” (We know it is a noun because it is the direct object of the verb decided).
· Underline to become in blue, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
“What other verbs can you think of that can be followed by an infinitive phrase as a direct object functioning as a noun?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses. As needed, offer examples like want, try, attempt, intend, work, hope.)
“What do you notice these verbs have in common?” (They all refer to the future and tell us about intention and purpose.)

Practice (Focus Structure)

· Display the sentence frame:

I decided _________________________________________________________________.


(subject + verb + infinitive)
(to + base form of verb = infinitive)

· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to talk about something you decided to do yesterday in your own words with your partners.”
to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.
· Ask:

“What does this chunk tell us about Michael Pollan’s decision to become a food detective?” (that he became a food detective to learn more about the source of our food and what is in it)

“Can you find an infinitive in this chunk?” (Look for students to point to or say to find out.)
“What’s another way to say to find out?” (to learn, to discover, to understand)

“Can you figure out the function of this infinitive? Is it functioning as a noun, an adjective, or an adverb? How do you know?” (This phrase gives us more information about what a food detective does. It describes the action of deciding to become a food detective, which means that it is an adverb.)

· Underline to find out in green, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers.
I decided to become a food detective, to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.

Reconstruct

· Point to and read aloud the entire sentence on display: I decided to become a food detective, to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.
· Ask: 

“What if we move the infinitive phrase to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating to the front of the sentence?” (The sentence still makes sense. Adverb phrases can appear at the front or the end of a clause. Fronting an adverb may emphasize the information within it. In this sentence, since the adverb phrase tells us why Michael decided to become a food detective, moving it to the front emphasizes his purpose.)

“How does this sentence help us to understand Michael Pollan’s purpose in writing The Omnivore’s Dilemma?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all replies.)

· If productive, give an example to cue students to expand the conversation:

“What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (Answers will vary.)

· Ask:

“How can we use infinitives in our own speaking and writing?” (Answers will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all replies.)

· After inviting responses, write and display students’ ideas.

· Ask:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Answers will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Answers will vary.)

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding questions: Where does our food come from? How do we analyze arguments about how food should be grown and processed?” (Answers will vary.)

Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

I attempted ___________________ a summary of my independent reading research 

infinitive
text, _________________ the key ideas in the book.


infinitive
(to + base form of verb = infinitive)

· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to talk about the purpose of writing a summary of an independent research reading text in your own words with your partners.”

· Tell or remind students that posting the chunks in language categories will help them use the language again for future speaking and writing tasks.

· Call on volunteers, and say:

“Now take each chunk and post it to the appropriate column of the Language Chunk Wall. You can refer to these chunks again as you speak and write.”

	Verbs and Verb Phrases (actions, states of being)
	Nouns and Noun Phrases and Clauses (people, places, things, ideas)
	Adverbs and Adverbial Phrases and Clauses (describing verbs, adjectives, adverbs)

	I decided 
	to become a food detective, 
	to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.


Linguistic Reference

· I decided (subject + verb)

· to become a food detective, (infinitive phrase/direct object)

· to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating. 
(infinitive phrase/adverb phrase)
Language Dive: The Omnivore’s Dilemma, 
Page 11 Sentence Chunk Strips

	I decided

	to become a food detective,

	to find out where our food comes from
and exactly what it is we are eating.


Language Dive: The Omnivore’s Dilemma, 
Page 11 Note-Catcher

(Example for Teacher Reference)
I decided to become a food detective, to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.

1. Sketch a food detective.

	Sketches will vary.


2. Complete the sentence frame with an infinitive phrase to talk about something you decided to do yesterday.

I decided to take a walk to the library.
(to + base form of verb = infinitive phrase)

3. Complete the sentence frame with infinitive phrases to talk about improving an essay you have written.

I tried to improve my essay, to add more linking words and phrases to connect ideas.
(to + base form of verb + [object] = infinitive phrase)
Language Dive: The Omnivore’s Dilemma, 
Page 11 Note-Catcher

Name:
Date: 


I decided to become a food detective, to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.

4. Sketch a food detective.

	


5. Complete the sentence frame with an infinitive phrase to talk about something you decided to do yesterday.

I decided __________________________________________________________________.


(subject + verb + infinitive phrase)

(to + base form of verb = infinitive phrase)

6. Complete the sentence frame with infinitive phrases to talk about improving an essay you have written.

I tried ___________________________________, _________________________________

(subject + verb + infinitive noun phrase, + infinitive adverb phrase)

__________________________________________________________________________.

(to + base form of verb + [object] = infinitive phrase)
 Author’s Purpose and Point of View: 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Section 1 Questions

RI.8.1, RI.8.6

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Answer the following questions about the author’s purpose and point of view on pages 10–13 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma.

7. The author’s purpose is demonstrated in the following sentence on page 11:

“I decided to become a food detective, to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.”

Which sentence from the text best helps the reader understand the author’s purpose? (RI.8.1, RI.8.6)

a. “The feeling of being connected to food is very important to me.”

b. “In the past, people knew about food because they grew it or hunted it themselves.”

c. “I went from never thinking about where my food came from to thinking about it all the time.”

d. “That’s the dilemma—we can eat anything, but how do we know what to eat?”
8. Why is the omnivore’s dilemma so important to the author? (RI.8.6)

Responses will vary, but may include: he thinks people are not informed about the sources of their food, and he thinks people should know how their food is produced to make better food choices.

9. In paragraph 1 on page 11, what is the author’s point of view on the way we get information about our food today? (RI.8.6)

a. Experts currently have the most accurate information about the food we eat, and we must listen to them.

b. Food choices today are more confusing than they used to be because we don’t know whom to listen to.
c. Food has changed over time, so we need expert advice to guide us on what to eat.

d. People should grow and hunt food to determine what to eat and what not to eat.

Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
Author’s Purpose and Point of View: 
The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Section 1 Questions

RI.8.1, RI.8.6

Name:
Date: 


Directions: Answer the following questions about the author’s purpose and point of view on pages 10–13 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma.

10. The author’s purpose is demonstrated in the following sentence on page 11:

“I decided to become a food detective, to find out where our food comes from and exactly what it is we are eating.”

Which sentence from the text best helps the reader understand the author’s purpose? (RI.8.1, RI.8.6)

a. “The feeling of being connected to food is very important to me.”

b. “In the past, people knew about food because they grew it or hunted it themselves.”

c. “I went from never thinking about where my food came from to thinking about it all the time.”

d. “That’s the dilemma—we can eat anything, but how do we know what to eat?”

11. Why is the omnivore’s dilemma so important to the author? (RI.8.6)

12. In paragraph 1 on page 11, what is the author’s point of view on the way we get information about our food today? (RI.8.6)

a. Experts currently have the most accurate information about the food we eat, and we must listen to them.

b. Food choices today are more confusing than they used to be because we don’t know whom to listen to.

c. Food has changed over time, so we need expert advice to guide us on what to eat.

d. People should grow and hunt food to determine what to eat and what not to eat.

Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
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