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Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 7
W.8.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, answer the following questions.

What is the Painted Essay® structure, and how can it support the writing process? 

The Painted Essay® is a structure that uses color to help me understand the content of each part of the essay, and how the different parts connect.
What do you remember about using this structure in Module 1 when writing an essay on your modernized monster? 

Responses will vary, but may include: I remember how color-coding each section helped me make sure I had a complete essay, etc. 
How do you think this structure could support you in our current module as you write an informative essay?

Responses will vary, but may include: using the Painted Essay® will help me use enough evidence and explain my evidence, etc.
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Date: 


Directions: As you enter class, answer the following questions.

What is the Painted Essay® structure, and how can it support the writing process? 

What do you remember about using this structure in Module 1 when writing an essay on your modernized monster? 

How do you think this structure could support you in our current module as you write an informative essay?
Model Essay: “GMOs”

RI.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.9, L.8.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)

W.8.2d, L.8.6: Uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage topic complexity. Module topic evident in introduction.
W.8.2a: Topic clearly and concisely introduced; previews information that follows. Focus statement clearly communicates topic.
W.8.2a: Effectively communicated and strongly maintained focus. Next two paragraphs use evidence to elaborate on focus statement.

Prompt: How do GMOs influence our access to healthy food? 

Access to healthy food is a basic human need. It can be complicated. In America today, many factors influence our access to healthy food. Do we have enough money to buy healthy food? Is healthy food available where we live? Can we find food that is grown in good soil? Can we find food that is free of chemicals that might cause harm? Can our soil and water contribute to growing healthy food? Can we find healthy food from healthy animals? All of these are factors we consider when we think about access to healthy food. Today, some foods are the result of genetic changes that have been made by scientists. These are known as GMOs, or genetically modified organisms. GMOs are made by splicing new genes from one plant into another. This changes the plant in some way. For example, a plant scientist might want to find a way to grow strawberries that are resistant to frost. This would allow the growing season to last longer. She might take the “frost gene” from parsley (which can take a frost) and splice it into strawberry plants. The new strawberry plants would be a form of GMO (Erdosh and Lusted, 17). GMOs influence our access to healthy food. In many ways, GMOs seem to improve access to healthy foods. In other ways, the safety and benefit of GMOs are still being questioned.
There are many cases in which GMOs seem to improve Americans’ access to healthy foods. First, GMO corn has increased the amount of corn available. A review of 6,000 studies between 1996 and 2016 showed that GMOs had increased production of corn by up to 25 percent (Dovey, 2018). This is important because much of the food supply depends on many animals eating corn. Also, corn is used in many other food products. This means that increasing the amount of corn means more people have dependable access to food. Some people have been worried that there is a nutritional difference between GMO and non-GMO food. However, there seems to be no difference. In fact, GMO canola oil has fewer trans fats than regular canola oil (bestfoods.org). Canola oil is used to make many other foods. This means that GMOs may actually increase people’s access to healthy food. Finally, the new genes in some corn make it harder for harmful insects to survive. This means that farmers who grow the GMO corn have been able to use fewer pesticides (Brody, 2018). In the long run, GMOs can increase people’s access to healthy food because there is more food and fewer pesticides in the soil, the water, and the food itself.
W.8.2c: Well-chosen transitions create cohesion and clarify relationships among ideas and concepts.
RI.8.1, W.8.9: Effectively uses various elaborative techniques. Comprehensive evidence is integrated, relevant, and specific and supports the points being made.

Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain. Some of these questions have to do with long-term effects on consumers’ health. For example, the New York Times reported in 2018 about a GMO called EnlistDuo. It is supposed to make crop plants more resistant to weed-killing chemicals. However, it has been found to increase the prevalence of a cancer called non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma (Brody, 2018). Others point out that GMOs have not been in use long enough for us to be certain they are safe (Brody, 2018). If GMOs may make people sick, they are not improving their access to healthy food. Another question is about the health of the soil that GMO crops are growing in. Some studies show that it is true that pesticide use has fallen by a third with GMOs. This certainly makes for healthier soil. However, the same studies show that herbicide use (weed killers) has increased by 21 percent with GMO crops (Hakim, 2016). This raises the question about whether GMOs are really good for the soil and the supply of healthy food. Finally, the fact that GMOs have improved corn yields may not be an entirely helpful impact. As Michael Pollan points out in The Omnivore’s Dilemma, cattle in feedlots are fed corn because it fattens them quickly. However, corn is not their natural food. He explains, “their corn-based diet . . . makes them ill” (Pollan, 70). As a result, the cattle have to be given antibiotics, which causes other problems. As with herbicides, this raises the question about whether increasing the corn supply with GMOs has improved access to healthy meat, or made it worse. The Non-GMO Project explains that “in the absence of credible independent long-term feeding studies, the safety of GMOs is unknown. Increasingly, citizens are taking matters into their own hands and choosing to opt out of the GMO experiment.” Over time, it is possible that GMOs may prove to decrease people’s access to healthy food because they may be dangerous to consume or may have a negative impact on our food industry.
Overall, there are indications that GMOs improve people’s access to healthy food. At the same time, many questions and potential harms to health remain. It seems sensible to very closely study and monitor the effects of GMOs on human health, animal health, and soil and water. Having reliable access to healthy food, both short and long term, is too important to leave to chance.

W.8.2f: Conclusion synthesizes explanation, offers relevant insights/reflection, and restates focus statement.
W.8.2a: Uses Painted Essay® structure; well-chosen formatting enhances comprehension, organizes complexity, and makes important connections and distinctions.
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Prompt: How do GMOs influence our access to healthy food?

Access to healthy food is a basic human need. It can be complicated. In America today, many factors influence our access to healthy food. Do we have enough money to buy healthy food? Is healthy food available where we live? Can we find food that is grown in good soil? Can we find food that is free of chemicals that might cause harm? Can our soil and water contribute to growing healthy food? Can we find healthy food from healthy animals? All of these are factors we consider when we think about access to healthy food. Today, some foods are the result of genetic changes that have been made by scientists. These are known as GMOs, or genetically modified organisms. GMOs are made by splicing new genes from one plant into another. This changes the plant in some way. For example, a plant scientist might want to find a way to grow strawberries that are resistant to frost. This would allow the growing season to last longer. She might take the “frost gene” from parsley (which can take a frost) and splice it into strawberry plants. The new strawberry plants would be a form of GMO (Erdosh and Lusted, 17). GMOs influence our access to healthy food. In many ways, GMOs seem to improve access to healthy foods. In other ways, the safety and benefit of GMOs are still being questioned.

There are many cases in which GMOs seem to improve Americans’ access to healthy foods. First, GMO corn has increased the amount of corn available. A review of 6,000 studies between 1996 and 2016 showed that GMOs had increased production of corn by up to 25 percent (Dovey, 2018). This is important because much of the food supply depends on many animals eating corn. Also, corn is used in many other food products. This means that increasing the amount of corn means more people have dependable access to food. Some people have been worried that there is a nutritional difference between GMO and non-GMO food. However, there seems to be no difference. In fact, GMO canola oil has fewer trans fats than regular canola oil (bestfoods.org). Canola oil is used to make many other foods. This means that GMOs may actually increase people’s access to healthy food. Finally, the new genes in some corn make it harder for harmful insects to survive. This means that farmers who grow the GMO corn have been able to use fewer pesticides (Brody, 2018). In the long run, GMOs can increase people’s access to healthy food because there is more food and fewer pesticides in the soil, the water, and the food itself.

Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain. Some of these questions have to do with long-term effects on consumers’ health. For example, the New York Times reported in 2018 about a GMO called EnlistDuo. It is supposed to make crop plants more resistant to weed-killing chemicals. However, it has been found to increase the prevalence of a cancer called non-Hodgkins lymphoma (Brody, 2018). Others point out that GMOs have not been in use long enough for us to be certain they are safe (Brody, 2018). If GMOs may make people sick, they are not improving their access to healthy food. Another question is about the health of the soil that GMO crops are growing in. Some studies show that it is true that pesticide use has fallen by a third with GMOs. This certainly makes for healthier soil. However, the same studies show that herbicide use (weed killers) has increased by 21 percent with GMO crops (Hakim, 2016). This raises the question about whether GMOs are really good for the soil and the supply of healthy food. Finally, the fact that GMOs have improved corn yields may not be an entirely helpful impact. As Michael Pollan points out in The Omnivore’s Dilemma, cattle in feedlots are fed corn because it fattens them quickly. However, corn is not their natural food. He explains, “Their corn-based diet . . . makes them ill” (Pollan, 70). As a result, the cattle have to be given antibiotics, which causes other problems. As with herbicides, this raises the question about whether increasing the corn supply with GMOs has improved access to healthy meat, or made it worse. The Non-GMO Project explains that “in the absence of credible independent long-term feeding studies, the safety of GMOs is unknown. Increasingly, citizens are taking matters into their own hands and choosing to opt out of the GMO experiment.” Over time, it is possible that GMOs may prove to decrease people’s access to healthy food because they may be dangerous to consume or may have a negative impact on our food industry.

Overall, there are indications that GMOs improve people’s access to healthy food. At the same time, many questions and potential harms to health remain. It seems sensible to very closely study and monitor the effects of GMOs on human health, animal health, and soil and water. Having reliable access to healthy food, both short and long term, is too important to leave to chance.
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Informative Writing: “GMOs” Checklist

(Example for Teacher Reference)

	Standard
	Characteristics
of Effective
Informative Writing
	Characteristics of This Informative Writing Piece
	Date 
Completed

	RI.8.1, W.8.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	Focus shows an understanding of the topic, and points align to the focus. Adequate evidence supports the focus.
	

	W.8.2a
	I provide a clear focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	Clearly stated focus that mentions two contrasting points, one regarding how the topic increases access to healthy food, and one regarding how the topic decreases access to healthy food. Each Proof Paragraph is based on one of these main points.
	

	W.8.2a
	I introduce the topic clearly, giving readers a preview of the piece.
	Introduces the topic and gives context for the research case study. Highlights a way they increase access and a way they decrease access to healthy food.
	

	W.8.2f
	I have a conclusion that supports the information presented.
	The conclusion relates back to the focus statement, summarizes the main points, and provides further reflection on the increases and decreases in access to healthy food from the author’s research.
	

	W.8.2a
	I use strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect to organize information.
	Information is organized into increases and decreases in access to healthy food.
	

	W.8.2c
	I use a variety of appropriate transitions to show how ideas and information connect.
	Uses varied transitions to make ideas clear, such as Therefore, Despite their benefits, Thus, As a result, Additionally, and In conclusion.
	

	W.8.2b
	I use relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my thinking.
	The Proof Paragraphs include evidence about the increases and decreases in access to healthy food, and details support the focus of the essay.
	

	W.8.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	Not applicable
	

	W.8.2d,

L.8.6 
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	Uses appropriate vocabulary such as consumers, consumption, biotechnology, and resistant crops.
	

	W.8.4 (partial),

W.8.2e
	I use a formal style.
	Style is formal and academic throughout.
	

	L.8.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	Words and sentences follow appropriate rules of writing.
	

	L.8.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	Spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
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