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	Food Choices
	Grade 8: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 9



Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 9
W.8.2a
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, answer the following prompts related to the Model Essay: “GMOs.”

1. How does a writer use elaboration in an informative essay? 

Elaboration is used to clarify the writer’s message. It connects and further explains the evidence in a Proof Paragraph to the main point of the paragraph and to the focus statement of the essay.
2. Which elaboration sentence best aligns to the evidence below?

“A review of 6,000 studies between 1996 and 2016 showed that GMOs had increased production of corn by up to 25 percent (Dovey, 2018).”

This raises the question about whether GMOs are really good for the soil and the supply of healthy food. 

If GMOs may make people sick, they are not improving their access to healthy food. 

This is important because much of the food supply depends on many animals eating corn.
As with herbicides, this raises the question about whether increasing the corn supply with GMOs has improved access to healthy meat, or made it worse.

Source: Dovey, Dana. “GMO Corn Is Safe and Even Has Health Benefits, Analysis of 6,000 Studies Concludes.” Newsweek, 22 Feb. 2018. Web.
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Directions: As you enter class, answer the following prompts related to the Model Essay: “GMOs.”

3. How does a writer use elaboration in an informative essay? 

4. Which elaboration sentence best aligns to the evidence below?

“A review of 6,000 studies between 1996 and 2016 showed that GMOs had increased production of corn by up to 25 percent (Dovey, 2018).”

a. This raises the question about whether GMOs are really good for the soil and the supply of healthy food. 

b. If GMOs may make people sick, they are not improving their access to healthy food. 

c. This is important because much of the food supply depends on many animals eating corn.

d. As with herbicides, this raises the question about whether increasing the corn supply with GMOs has improved access to healthy meat, or made it worse.

Source: Dovey, Dana. “GMO Corn Is Safe and Even Has Health Benefits, Analysis of 6,000 Studies Concludes.” Newsweek, 22 Feb. 2018. Web.
Language Dive Guide: Model Essay: 
“GMOs,” Paragraph 3

W.8.2b, W.8.3c, L.8.1a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence: Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain. (from paragraph 3 of Model Essay: “GMOs” by EL Education)

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: To help students address the daily learning target 
(I can plan the second Proof Paragraph of an informative essay, including a point that is supported by facts and details) and W.8.2b and W.8.3c by providing students with an opportunity to consider how the first sentence in a Proof Paragraph introduces a new point, using a transition word (although) to show the relationship to a previous point. The sentence also helps students to address L.8.1a because it contains an infinitive (to improve). Supporting Standards: SL.8.1

· Guiding Question: To help students respond to the guiding question (What factors influence our access to healthy food?), this sentence states the potential upside and downside of genetically modified food.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses an infinitive (to improve) within a subject complement of the linking verb (seem) to make a statement about genetically modified food. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food,.

· Practice and Transfer: After discussing the focus structure, students practice using it to discuss something in their lives. Students transfer their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing their informative essays in preparation for the Desktop Teaching protocol during the End of Unit 2 Assessment.

Time

10 minutes

Key

Blue
Red
Yellow
Throughout the Language Dive

· Refer to the instructions provided in the first three Language Dives of Module 1.

· To focus students’ attention on how infinitive phrases are used within clauses, use blue, red, and yellow markers to code the sentence (noun: blue, verb: red, adjective: yellow). One purpose of this Language Dive is to continue to build students’ capacity in determining the function of verbals in order to meet L.8.1a, which will be assessed in Module 3.

Deconstruct

· Invite students to put their finger by this sentence from the Model Essay: “GMOs” note-catchers: Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain.
· Read aloud the sentence twice, then ask students to take turns reading the sentence aloud with their partners. 

· Ask:

“What does this sentence mean to you?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)
Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food,

Deconstruct (Focus Structure)

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food,
· Ask:

“What is the meaning of this chunk?” (There is a reason to believe that genetically modified foods make it easier to get healthy foods.)

“What’s another way to say although?” (even though; despite)

“Can you figure out the subject of this clause?” (GMOs)
· Underline GMOs in blue, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
“What is the main verb in this clause?” (seem)
· Underline seem in red, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Ask:

“What is the meaning of seem?” (give the impression; suggest; appear)

“What do you notice about the phrase that follows the verb seem?” (Responses will vary, but look for students to recognize that it is an infinitive phrase that begins with the infinitive to improve.)
“Is this infinitive phrase functioning as a noun, an adjective, or an adverb? How do you know?” (Adjective. We know this because it is describing the subject: GMOs. We can test this by replacing the entire infinitive phrase with other adjectives.)

· Underline to improve access to healthy food in yellow, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Explain to or remind students that the verb seem is a linking verb like is and become. The verb seem is almost always followed by an adjective because its meaning inherently has to do with description.

· Ask:

“Can you figure out why the writer chose to write seem to improve instead of improve?” 
(The verb seem conveys a sense of uncertainty and suggests that something is still being determined. If the writer had used improve as the main verb, it would indicate that this is a known and proven fact.)

· Note: As time allows, display a version of this clause with seem to omitted to help students respond to the question above (GMOs improve access to healthy food). For lighter support, invite students to generate the clause for comparison themselves.

“How can you use the verb seem in your own speaking and writing?” (to indicate to the reader or listener that the information to follow is likely but still somewhat unclear or uncertain)

Practice (Focus Structure)

· Display the sentence frame:

Eating healthy seems _______________________.


subject infinitive phrase
(to + base form of verb + object = infinitive phrase)

(subject + seems + infinitive = statement expressing something that is likely) 

· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to talk about eating healthy in your own words with your partners.”

questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain.
· Ask:

“What does this chunk tell us? What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (Responses will vary, but look for students to notice that this chunk tells us that there are things we don’t know yet about GMOs. Students might also note that this chunk states the main point that will be explained in the Proof Paragraph that follows.)

“Does this chunk tell us about a pro or a con of GMOs?” (a con; this chunk is telling us GMOs might be unsafe to eat) 

· As necessary, invite students to return to the first paragraph of Model Essay: “GMOs” to reread the focus statement.
Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain.

Reconstruct

· Point to and read aloud the entire sentence on display: Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain.
· Ask:

“How does the information in this sentence connect to the focus statement of the model essay?” (This sentence restates the first and second points that support the main claim of the essay.)

· As time allows, invite students to color-code the two points in this sentence using Painted Essay® color-coding conventions (yellow = Point 1, blue = Point 2).

· Ask:

“What does although tell us about the relationship between the two points?” (that they are in contrast; one is a pro and the other, a con) 

“What if we change the order of the two clauses in this sentence?” (The meaning is the same, but it becomes harder to follow the writer’s claim. The original order of the sentence reflects the order in which the writer presents his or her points. Since the previous sentence was about the pros of GMOs, it makes more sense to include this information first, as a way of linking the information to follow in the second Proof Paragraph with the information that preceded it in the first Proof Paragraph.)

· Note: For heavier support, display and choral read the sentence with the order of the two clauses reversed as Questions about the safety of GMOs still remain although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food.
· Ask:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Reponses will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

Although ________________________________, ________________________________.

clause restating Point 1
clause restating Point 2
(subject + predicate = clause) 

· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to draft the topic sentence for the second Proof Paragraph of an essay that explores the pros and cons of organic food. Restate the following two points in your own words in your sentence:

Point 1: Organic food can benefit people’s health. 

Point 2: It costs more to buy organic food.”

· Remind students that posting the chunks in language categories will help them use the language again for future speaking and writing tasks.

· Say, and call on volunteers:

“Now take each chunk, and post it to the appropriate column of the Language Chunk Wall. You can refer to these chunks again as you speak and write.”

	Language to Connect Words, Phrases, Clauses
	Adjectives and Adjectival Phrases and Clauses (describing nouns)
	Nouns and Noun Phrases and Clauses (people, places, things, ideas)

	Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food,
	Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food,
	questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain.


Linguistic Reference

· Although (subordinating conjunction) 

· GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, (independent clause)

· questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain. (independent clause)

Language Dive: Model Essay: 
“GMOs,” Paragraph 3 Sentence Chunk Strips

	Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food,

	questions about the safety of 
using GMOs still remain.


Language Dive: Model Essay: 
“GMOs,” Paragraph 3 Note-Catcher

W.8.2b, W.8.3c, L.8.1a

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain. 

5. The linking verb seem can be followed by an infinitive phrase functioning as an adjective. Experiment with replacing seem with other linking verbs. Which ones can also be followed by an infinitive phrase?

GMOs appear to improve access to healthy food.

	be
	appear
	become
	feel


6. Complete the sentence frame to talk about eating healthy food.

Eating healthy seems to have many benefits. 

(to + base form of verb + object = infinitive phrase)

(subject + seems + infinitive = statement expressing something that is likely) 

7. Complete the sentence frame to draft a topic sentence for the first Proof Paragraph of an essay that explores the pros and cons of organic food.

Although organic food has some health benefits, it is more expensive for consumers.
Language Dive: Model Essay: 
“GMOs,” Paragraph 3 Note-Catcher
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Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain. 

8. The linking verb seem can be followed by an infinitive phrase functioning as an adjective. Experiment with replacing seem with other linking verbs. Which ones can also be followed by an infinitive phrase?

GMOs ________________________________ to improve access to healthy food.

	be
	appear
	become
	feel


9. Complete the sentence frame to talk about eating healthy food.

Eating healthy seems _________________________________________________________.


infinitive phrase
(to + base form of verb + object = infinitive phrase)

(subject + seems + infinitive = statement expressing something that is likely) 

10. Complete the sentence frame to draft a topic sentence for the first Proof Paragraph of an essay that explores the pros and cons of organic food.

Although __________________________________________________________________,


clause restating Point 1
__________________________________________________________________________.


clause restating Point 2
5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide

W.8.2b, L.8.1a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

In addition to increasing access to healthy food through freshness and variety, CSAs increase access to healthy food by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels. (from paragraph 4 of Model Essay: “CSAs”)

Lesson 9 Placement

Lead this Mini Language Dive after students have participated in the Language Dive in Work 
Time A. This mini is intended to support students in comparing and contrasting the topic sentences of Proof Paragraph 2s in each of the model essays to help them better understand the purpose and structure of each essay.

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address the daily learning target (I can plan Proof Paragraph 2 of an informative essay, including a point that is supported by facts and details) and W.8.2b by providing students with an opportunity to consider how the first sentence in a Proof Paragraph introduces a new point to develop the topic. The sentence also helps students to address L.8.1a because it contains an infinitive (to improve). Supporting Standards: SL.8.1

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses a gerund phrase with the purpose of introducing the second point in a model essay.

· Transfer: by + gerund phrase to describe actions in various writing tasks, including when writing the informative essay in preparation for the End of Unit 2 Assessment.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: In addition to increasing access to healthy food through freshness and variety, CSAs increase access to healthy food by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels.
· Ask:

“What is this sentence about?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

· Read aloud the focus structure: by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels.
· Ask:

“What do you know about fossil fuels?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all replies.)

“What does this chunk tell us about CSAs?” (This tells us how CSAs impact access to healthy food—specifically, that they help to reduce the use of fossil fuels.)

“Can you find a gerund in this chunk?” (having)
“Can you figure out the function of the gerund phrase having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels within this chunk? Is it a noun, an adjective, or an adverb? What makes you think so?” (It’s a noun. We know that gerunds and gerund phrases always function as nouns. We can also use the preposition by to help us determine this, because we know that nouns and noun phrases follow prepositions.)

Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: In addition to increasing access to healthy food through freshness and variety, CSAs increase access to healthy food by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels.
· Remind students that this is the topic sentence of Proof Paragraph 2 of the model essay. It introduces the second point that supports the writer’s main claim: CSAs have an influence on our access to healthy food. Explain that students will experiment with removing parts of the sentence to understand the purpose of each one.

· Ask:

“What happens if we remove by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels from this sentence?” (The sentence still make sense, but we no longer have information about how CSAs increase access to healthy food.)

“What happens if we remove In addition to increasing access to healthy food through freshness and variety, from this sentence?” (The sentence still makes sense, but we no longer have a link between the point discussed in the last paragraph and the point being introduced by this topic sentence.)

“What happens if we remove CSAs increase access to healthy food from this sentence?” (The sentence does not make sense. We need this restatement of the main claim of the essay in order to understand the point that is presented in the final portion of this sentence: by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels.)
· Ask:

“What kind of information do you expect to follow this topic sentence in Proof Paragraph 2 of the model essay?” (further information about the relationship between CSAs and fossil fuels)

“How is this topic sentence the same as and different from the topic sentence in Proof Paragraph 2 of Model Essay: “GMOs”? (Responses will vary, but look for students to notice that each follows a similar structure of 1) referring back to the first point in the essay, 2) restating the main claim of the essay, and 3) introducing the second point that supports the main claim. Also look for students to notice that these topic sentences are different: the topic sentence in Model Essay: “GMOs” contains a pro and a con, while this topic sentence contains two pros about how CSAs influence access to healthy food.)

· Note: As needed, allow students to refer back to Model Essay: “GMOs” to reread the topic sentence of Proof Paragraph 2.

· Ask:

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does this Mini Language Dive add to your understanding of the daily learning target: I can identify evidence to support an analysis of the influence GMOs have on our access to healthy food”? (Responses will vary.)

Practice

· Sentence frame:

In addition to increasing access to healthy food through __________________, 

noun/noun phrase
____________________ increase(s) access to healthy food by ___________________.


noun/noun phrase 
gerund phrase
(verb + -ing + [object] + [adverb/adjective] = gerund phrase)

· Say:

“Use this frame to draft a topic sentence for Proof Paragraph 2 of an essay that discusses two positive ways that something influences access to healthy foods.”

· Sample response:

In addition to increasing access to healthy food through many seasonal produce options,

noun/noun phrase
farmer’s markets increase access to healthy food by making food available close to home.

noun/noun phrase 
 gerund phrase
(verb + -ing = gerund)
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