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Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 12
SL.8.5
Name:
Date: 


Directions: As you enter class, answer the following questions.

What key idea in your informative essay could be highlighted with a visual?

How would this visual help strengthen the presentation of your case study? 
Desktop Teaching Activity Directions

RI.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.5, L.8.6

Preparation:

In Lessons 7–11, you planned and drafted an informative essay about your independent research case study. In your essay, you explained ways in which your case study both increases and decreases access to healthy food. 

For your end of unit assessment, you will pretend to be teachers and use your lesson plan to teach a small group of students about your research findings. 

Directions: 

· You will be split into three groups by your case study topic: Group 1, Group 2, and Group 3.

· Group 1 students will be assigned to stations and will set up their presentation materials, including their lesson plan, informative essay (optional), exit tickets, and multimedia/visual display. 

· These students will be the “teachers” of Round 1. 

· The rest of the class will be split into pairs or triads and be assigned to a station. 

· These students will be the “students” of Round 1. 

· “Teachers” will have 5 minutes to present their research findings. 

· After 5 minutes pass, “students” will have 2 minutes to ask the “teachers” questions and 2 minutes to copy the exit ticket question and answer the question on their End of Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Desktop Teaching Activity Lesson Plan. 

· “Teachers” will gather their materials and hand them in. 

· Group 2 “teachers” will be assigned stations and will set up their presentation materials.

· Repeat the steps above for Round 2.

· Once Round 2 is complete, Group 3 “teachers” will have a few minutes to set up their presentation materials. 

· Repeat the steps above for Round 3.

Model Desktop Teaching Activity Lesson Plan

RI.8.1, SL.8.4, L.8.6

Name:
Date: 


Directions: Complete the lesson plan template using information from your essay.

Desktop Teaching Activity Lesson Plan: “GMOs”

	Research Question: How do GMOs influence our access to healthy food?

	Learning Goal: Students will be able to identify how GMOs influence our access to healthy food.

	Case Study Overview: The purpose of the study was to determine how GMOs influence our access to healthy food. Scientists use technology to splice new genes from one plant to another to create genetically modified foods. This biotechnology is used to make crops resistant to pests and disease and enhance our food. Agribusiness corporations support their claims that GMOs are safe. However, some consumers are skeptical because GMOs are unnatural and want more substantial research from scientists outside of these corporations.

	First Point
GMOs seem to improve access to healthy foods.

· “In fact, GMO canola oil has fewer trans fats than regular canola oil” (bestfoods.org).

· “Finally, the new genes in some corn make it harder for harmful insects to survive. This means that farmers who grow the GMO corn have been able to use fewer pesticides” (Brody, 2018).

· “First, GMO corn has increased the amount of corn available. A review of 6,000 studies between 1996 and 2016 showed that GMOs had increased production of corn by up to 25 percent” (Dovey, 2018).
	Second Point
The safety of GMOs is questionable.

· “Others point out that GMOs have not been in use long enough for us to be certain they are safe” (Brody, 2018).

· “For example, the New York Times reported in 2018 about a GMO called EnlistDuo. It is supposed to make crop plants more resistant to weed-killing chemicals. However, it has been found to increase the prevalence of a cancer called non-Hodgkins lymphoma” (Brody, 2018).

	I Notice:
· GMO plants last longer because they are resistant to pests and disease.

· Scientists can change the nature of foods with genetic engineering. 

· There isn’t much research on GMOs’ long-term effects on the human body.

· Some GMOs can cause cancer.
	I Wonder:
· What are some other foods that have been enhanced with GMOs? 

· What are the plans for additional research on the effects of GMOs on humans?

· How can scientists ensure the safety of GMOs before selling them to the public?

	Exit Ticket Question: Should we genetically engineer our food? Why or why not?
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