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	Food Choices
	Grade 8: Module 2: Unit 3: Lesson 1



Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 1
L.8.4c
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, answer the following prompts:

Read the sentence below from The Omnivore’s Dilemma, page 40:

“At the heart of the industrial food chain are big businesses, agribusinesses.”

Consult a dictionary to review the meaning of food chain. Write its definition in your own words:

food chain:

the series of processes by which food is grown or produced, sold, and eventually consumed
What do you already know about the industrial food chain and the agriculture industry?

Responses will vary.
Do you think it is important for agribusinesses to practice integrity? Why or why not?

Responses will vary.
Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 1

L.8.4c

Name:
Date: 


Directions: As you enter class, answer the following prompts:

Read the sentence below from The Omnivore’s Dilemma, page 40:

“At the heart of the industrial food chain are big businesses, agribusinesses.”

Consult a dictionary to review the meaning of food chain. Write its definition in your own words:

food chain:

What do you already know about the industrial food chain and the agriculture industry?

Do you think it is important for agribusinesses to practice integrity? Why or 
why not?

Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
Language Dive Guide: The Omnivore’s
Dilemma, Page 40

L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.5b, L.8.5c

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

Agribusinesses also need cheap corn from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products. (from page 40 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan)

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: To help students to address the daily learning target (I can use context and the relationship among words to better understand the meanings of words and phrases in The Omnivore’s Dilemma) and L8.5., this sentence gives students the opportunity to consider how the words and information within a relative clause can be used to better understand the meaning of a phrase. Supporting Standards: RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.6, SL.8.6

· Guiding Question: To help students respond to the guiding question (Where does our food come from?), this sentence provides information about the agriculture industry.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses a relative clause with the purpose of describing how agribusinesses use corn. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.
· Practice and Transfer: After discussing the focus structure, students practice using it to discuss something in their lives. Students transfer their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence in the Mid-Unit 3 Assessment when answering selected response questions about how the relationships among particular words can be used to better understand each of the words, and when writing an argument essay during the End of Unit 3 Assessment.

Time

10 minutes

Key

Yellow
Blue
Green

Throughout the Language Dive

Refer to the instructions provided in the first three Language Dives of Module 1.

To focus students’ attention on adjectives, nouns, and prepositions, use yellow, blue, and green markers to code the sentence (yellow: adjectives, blue: nouns, green: prepositions). One purpose of this Language Dive is to consider how the relationships among words help us to better understand the meanings of other words and phrases.

Deconstruct

· Invite students to put their finger by this sentence from The Omnivore’s Dilemma on their note-catchers: Agribusinesses also need cheap corn from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.
· Read aloud the sentence twice, then ask students to take turns reading aloud the sentence with their partners.

· Ask:

“What does this sentence mean to you?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)
Agribusinesses also need

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following sentence chunk strip: Agribusinesses also need
· Ask:

“Can you use the affix agri- to figure out what agribusinesses are?” (Agri- means coming from the field or the land. So agribusinesses must be businesses that are associated with farming or growing things.)

“What do you think agribusinesses might need?” (Responses will vary, but may include: land, fertilizer, people to sell things to, and workers.)
cheap corn

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: cheap corn.
· Underline cheap corn in yellow, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Ask:

“What comes to mind when you hear the adjective cheap? I’ll give you a moment to sketch on your note-catcher.” (Sketches will vary.) 
· Ask:

“How would the meaning of this chunk be different if the writer had used a word with a similar denotation but different connotation, like inexpensive, affordable, or low-cost, to describe corn?” (The word cheap suggests that something is low quality. It generally has a negative connotation. If the writer had used a word like inexpensive or affordable, the connotation would be more neutral.)
from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.

Deconstruct (Focus Structure)

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.
· Underline which in blue, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Ask:

“Can you figure out which noun phrase the relative pronoun which is replacing? How do you know?” (Which is replacing the noun phrase that came before it in the sentence: cheap corn. The relative pronoun which always refers back to the last noun or noun phrase that came before it.)

· Underline from in green, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Ask:

“What does from tell us about cheap corn?” (that it is the source, origin, or beginning of something else) 

· Cover from which with a piece of paper or your hand, and read aloud the remainder of the chunk: they make processed food and hundreds of other products.
· Ask:

“What do agribusinesses make processed food and hundreds of other products from?” 
(cheap corn)

· Uncover the full chunk, and read it aloud again.

· Ask:

“So how does this chunk help us to better understand the meaning of cheap corn?” 
(This chunk tells us that the corn is used to make many things, including food products.)

Practice (Focus Structure)

· Display the sentence frame:

The students are reading The Omnivore’s Dilemma ________________________________.

from + which + subject + predicate
· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use the sentence frame to talk about what you are learning from reading The Omnivore’s Dilemma.”
Agribusinesses also need cheap corn from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.

Reconstruct

· Point to and read aloud the entire sentence on display: Agribusinesses also need cheap corn from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.

· Ask: 

“Can we replace which with a different relative pronoun, such as where or that?” 
(No. The relative pronoun where is used to replace locations, and the relative pronoun that is not usually used after prepositions.)
· If productive, give an example to cue students to expand the conversation:

“What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (Responses will vary.)

· After inviting responses, write and display students’ ideas.

· Ask:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” 
(Responses will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

Many foods are grown using GMOs ___________________________________________. 


preposition + relative pronoun + subject + verb + object 
· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to talk about GMOs in your own words with your partners.”

Language Chunk Wall Suggestions

	Nouns and Noun Phrases and Clauses (people, places, things, ideas)
	Adjectives and Adjectival Phrases and Clauses (describing nouns)
	Language to Talk about a Relationship among Words (e.g., prepositions)

	Agribusinesses also need
	cheap corn
	from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.


Linguistic Reference

· Agribusinesses also need (subject + adverb + verb)

· cheap corn (noun phrase/direct object)

· from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products. 
(preposition + relative pronoun + subject + verb + object)

Language Dive: The Omnivore’s Dilemma, 
Page 40 Sentence Chunk Strips

	Agribusinesses also need

	cheap corn

	from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.


Language Dive: The Omnivore’s Dilemma, 
Page 40 Note-Catcher

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Agribusinesses also need cheap corn from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.
1. Sketch what comes to mind when you think of the word cheap.

	Sketches will vary.


2. Complete the sentence frame by using a preposition and relative pronoun to discuss what the students are learning from reading The Omnivore’s Dilemma.

The students are reading The Omnivore’s Dilemma, from which they are learning many 

things about food.

3. Complete the sentence frame to say something about GMOs.

Many foods are grown using GMOs, with which we are able to extend the life of fruits and 

vegetables.
Language Dive: The Omnivore’s Dilemma, 
Page 40 Note-Catcher

Name:
Date: 


Agribusinesses also need cheap corn from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products.
4. Sketch what comes to mind when you think of the word cheap.

	


5. Complete the sentence frame by using a preposition and relative pronoun to discuss what the students are learning from reading The Omnivore’s Dilemma.

The students are reading The Omnivore’s Dilemma, ________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________. 


from + which + subject + predicate
6. Complete the sentence frame to say something about GMOs.

Many foods are grown using GMOs, _____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________. 


preposition + relative pronoun + subject + verb + object 
Analyze Language: The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Section 8

L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.5b, L.8.5c

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read pages 40–44 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma and then answer the following questions about language using context.

7. Why did the author use the word cheap in this sentence instead of using a synonym with a different connotation, such as affordable? (L.8.5c)

“Agribusinesses also need cheap corn from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products” (40).

a. Cheap connotes something of poor quality, and it conveys that agribusinesses prioritize keeping costs low.
b. Cheap connotes something of high quality, and it conveys that agribusinesses prioritize consumer health.

c. Cheap connotes something of value, and it conveys that agribusinesses aren’t concerned with costs.

d. Cheap connotes something slow, and it conveys that agribusinesses prioritize quality.

8. Answer Part A, then answer Part B.

Part A
Describe the meaning of surplus in the context of the sentences below. (L.8.4a)

“After World War II, the government found itself with a tremendous surplus of ammonium nitrate. There was a debate about what the government should do with the leftover bomb material” (41).

a. surprising event

b. an amount of something left over when requirements have been met
c. an ineffective product 

d. an amount of something missing after supplies have been used up

Part B
What words or phrases helped you determine the meaning of surplus in this context? (L.8.4a) 

tremendous; leftover bomb material

9. In the sentence below, how do the words insect killers and poison help us better understand pesticide? (L.8.5b)

“It also helped start the pesticide industry, since insect killers are based on poison gases developed for the war . . .” (42).

a. The words insect killers and poison tell us that a pesticide is a person who helps insects.

b. The words insect killers and poison tell us that a pesticide is a chemical used to kill insects.
c. The words insect killers and poison tell us that a pesticide is a person who helps insects find food.

d. The words insect killers and poison tell us that a pesticide is a nutrient that insects need to grow.

10. Read the sentence below.

“When George Naylor’s father spread his first load of ammonium nitrate fertilizer, the ecology of his farm underwent a quiet revolution” (42).

Using your knowledge of the affix eco-, what does ecology mean? (L.8.4b)

a. the branch of science that deals with the relationships among living things and their surroundings
b. the branch of science that deals with chemicals

c. the branch of science that deals with the ocean and living things within it

d. the branch of science that deals with the sky and space

Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
Analyze Language: The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Section 8

L.8.4a, L.8.4b, L.8.5b, L.8.5c

Name:
Date: 


Directions: Read pages 40–44 of The Omnivore’s Dilemma and then answer the following questions about language using context.

11. Why did the author use the word cheap in this sentence instead of using a synonym with a different connotation, such as affordable? (L.8.5c)

“Agribusinesses also need cheap corn from which they make processed food and hundreds of other products” (40).

a. Cheap connotes something of poor quality, and it conveys that agribusinesses prioritize keeping costs low.

b. Cheap connotes something of high quality, and it conveys that agribusinesses prioritize consumer health.

c. Cheap connotes something of value, and it conveys that agribusinesses aren’t concerned with costs.

d. Cheap connotes something slow, and it conveys that agribusinesses prioritize quality.

12. Answer Part A, then answer Part B.

Part A
Describe the meaning of surplus in the context of the sentences below. (L.8.4a)

“After World War II, the government found itself with a tremendous surplus of ammonium nitrate. There was a debate about what the government should do with the leftover bomb material” (41).

a. surprising event

b. an amount of something left over when requirements have been met

c. an ineffective product 

d. an amount of something missing after supplies have been used up

Part B
What words or phrases helped you determine the meaning of surplus in this context? (L.8.4a) 

13. In the sentence below, how do the words insect killers and poison help us better understand pesticide? (L.8.5b)

“It also helped start the pesticide industry, since insect killers are based on poison gases developed for the war . . .” (42).

a. The words insect killers and poison tell us that a pesticide is a person who helps insects.

b. The words insect killers and poison tell us that a pesticide is a chemical used to kill insects.

c. The words insect killers and poison tell us that a pesticide is a person who helps insects find food.

d. The words insect killers and poison tell us that a pesticide is a nutrient that insects need to grow.

14. Read the sentence below.

“When George Naylor’s father spread his first load of ammonium nitrate fertilizer, the ecology of his farm underwent a quiet revolution” (42).

Using your knowledge of the affix eco-, what does ecology mean? (L.8.4b)

a. the branch of science that deals with the relationships among living things and their surroundings

b. the branch of science that deals with chemicals

c. the branch of science that deals with the ocean and living things within it

d. the branch of science that deals with the sky and space

Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
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