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Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 9 
W.8.1b
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, complete the following tasks.

Gather your Practice Argument Essay Writing Plan graphic organizer and any other materials that document your partner essay.

Reread the Proof Paragraphs you created in previous lessons. 

Underline the evidence in each of your Proof Paragraphs.

Put brackets around the reasoning you used to explain and connect your evidence to the main point/reason of the Proof Paragraph.

Sample completed task for teacher reference:
First, consumers should purchase grass-fed beef because it is a better choice for their own health. While most beef comes from corn-fed cattle, grass-fed beef is a healthier option. Cows, and other animals that eat grass, gain important nutrients that are essential for both animals and humans. Pollan tells us that “green grass has large quantities of beta-carotene, vitamin E and folic acid. These natural chemicals are important for a healthy diet” (Pollan 229). Animals that are allowed to eat a diet of grass, rather than corn, will have a high level of these nutrients, and humans who ingest the meat of these animals will benefit from the nutrients. It’s also known that grass-fed beef contains higher levels of omega-3 fatty acids. These are considered healthier fats for humans to eat. “Corn-fed beef,” says Pollan, “contains more saturated fats than the meat of grass-fed animals. 
Too much saturated fat has been linked to heart disease and other health problems” (Pollan 71). [All of this means that eating grass instead of corn makes healthier cows. When people eat grass-fed beef, they are eating healthier meat, so they in turn are more healthy.] Looking at all of the health benefits that come from eating grass-fed beef, it is clear that it’s the better choice. 
Source: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
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Practice Essay Counterclaim Note-Catcher

W.8.1a

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Use the following note-catcher to analyze the counterclaim paragraph of the model and track your own ideas for your counterclaim.

Match the answers to the question, “What job is this chunk of the paragraph doing?” with the sentences, and then underline the information and answer the questions as directed in each row.
A. acknowledges fairly the validity of the counterclaim
B. introduces an alternate claim, and explains it fairly
C. reviews the importance of the original claim
D. refutes the counterclaim by explaining its limitations
	Sentences from the Model
	Job of Sentence and Sentence Frames or Cues

	One might say that public transportation isn’t very convenient. Since so many people in our communities have busy schedules and need to get to places quickly, time is a priority. It might also be true that some areas do not have adequate transit options, and making connections would take up lots of time. Using one’s own car to travel seems like the best option.
	What job is this chunk of the paragraph doing?

(B.)
introduces an alternate claim and explains it fairly
Underline the first three words. Why does the chunk begin with this transition phrase?

It signals that there is another way of thinking about this issue, which means it is about to mention an alternate claim (the potential inconvenience of public transit, or the inadequate public transportation options, and the incompatibility of this with busy schedules).

	It is certainly true that travel time is an important factor when it comes to transportation choices.
	What job is this chunk of the paragraph doing?

(A.) acknowledges fairly the validity of the counterclaim
Underline the first four words. Why does the chunk begin with this transition phrase?

It signals that there is some truth in the alternate claim (of travel time being an important factor).

	However, if more people use public transportation, it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase. New routes will appear over time, with closer connections. Once there are more buses and trains running, and more routes, public transportation will take less and less time. It may even take less time than driving.
	What job is this chunk of the paragraph doing?

(D.)
refutes the counterclaim by explaining its limitations
Underline the first word. Why does the chunk begin with this transition phrase?

It shows there is going to be an exception to the alternate claim. The word however signals alternate information is about to be presented, and this is when the writer then fairly discusses the flaws in this claim.

	So, over time, choosing public transportation will quite possibly be the most convenient option.
	What job is this chunk of the paragraph doing?

(C.)
reviews the importance of the original claim
Underline the first word. Why does the chunk begin with this transition phrase?

It tells the reader that the writer is about to conclude an idea.


Use the following cues to verbally rehearse and then draft your own counterclaim.

· Some people say that . . . One might say . . .

· It is true that . . . It is certainly true that . . .

· However . . .

· So . . .

· This would mean . . .
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Language Dive Guide: Model Essay: “Transportation Choices,” Paragraph 5

W.8.1a, W.8.1c, L.8.5b

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

However, if more people use public transportation, it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase. (from paragraph 5 of Model Essay: “Transportation” by EL Education)

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: To help students to address the daily learning target (I can identify the purpose of each part of the counterclaim paragraph of a model argument essay) and W.8.1a and W.8.1c by providing an example of a sentence that uses linking language to distinguish a counterclaim from reasoning that supports a claim, creating cohesion within a counterclaim paragraph. The sentence also helps students to address L.8.5b because they can use the cause and effect relationship between two clauses in the sentence to better understand meaning. Supporting Standards: SL.8.1

· Guiding Question: To help students respond to the guiding question (Given our limitations, what factor[s] should we prioritize when making choices about our food?), this sentence provides a model for the type of reasoning used to discuss factors that impact a decision.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses the adverb likely with a that-clause with the purpose of indicating possibility. The sentence also expresses a cause and effect conditional relationship. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase.
· Practice and Transfer: After discussing the focus structure, students practice using it to discuss something in their lives. Students transfer their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing their argument essays during the End of Unit 3 Assessment.

Time

10 minutes

Key

Green
Red
Yellow
Throughout the Language Dive

Refer to the instructions provided in the first three Language Dives of Module 1.

Deconstruct

· Invite students to put their finger by this sentence from the Model Essay: “Transportation Choices” on their note-catchers: However, if more people use public transportation, it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase.
· Read aloud the sentence twice, then ask students to take turns reading aloud the sentence with their partners.

· Ask:

“What does this sentence mean to you?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)
However,

Deconstruct 

· Display and read aloud the following sentence chunk: However,
· Ask:

“How does the transition word However clarify the relationship between the information that comes before and after it?” (It shows that the information is in contrast.)

· As time allows, invite students to refer back to the counterclaim paragraph of the model essay to notice the contrast between the Language Dive sentence and the sentence before it.

“Can you think of other linking language that can be used at the beginning of a sentence to indicate contrast with the sentence before it?” (Responses will vary. As needed, offer examples like: On the other hand, Nevertheless, Despite this, That said.)
if more people use public transportation,

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: if more people use public transportation,
· Ask:

“How does the information in this chunk connect to the writer’s main claim?” (The writer’s main claim is that people should use public transportation. This chunk also talks about people using public transportation.)

· Underline if in green, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
“What does the conjunction if tell us about more people using transportation?” (that it is uncertain and may or may not happen)
it seems likely that the frequency of 
service will increase.

Deconstruct (Focus Structure)

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase.
· Ask:

“Can you figure out what frequency of service means?” (how often buses and trains are available for people to use)

“What will happen if the frequency of service increases?” (Buses and trains will be available for people to use more often.)

· Underline seems in red, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Remind students that they looked at the use of the linking verb seem in a sentence from the Model Essay: “GMOs” during the Language Dive in Unit 2, Lesson 9.

· Ask:

“What do you know about the verb seem?” (It is a linking verb that tells us the writer believes something is true.)

· Underline likely in yellow, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Ask:

“What does the adjective likely tell us about the clause the frequency of service will increase?” (that it is probable, possible, or expected to happen)

· Underline that in green, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Ask:

“Why do you think the writer included the word that after it seems likely?” (to connect it to the clause the frequency of service will increase)
Practice (Focus Structure)

· Display the sentence frame:

It seems likely that _________________________________________________________. 


independent clause 
(independent clause + that + independent clause = independent clause)

(subject + predicate = independent clause)

· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to talk about your plans for next weekend in your own words with your partners.”
However, if more people use public transportation, it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase. 

Reconstruct

· Point to and read aloud the entire sentence on display: However, if more people use public transportation, it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase.

· Ask: 

“Can you figure out the cause and effect relationship between the events in this sentence? Which event is conditional upon the other?” (There is a cause and effect relationship between people using public transportation more often and more buses and trains becoming available for people to use. If tell us that the second event is conditional to the first.) 

· If productive, give an example to cue students to expand the conversation:

“What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (Responses will vary.) 

· After inviting responses, write and display students’ ideas.
· Ask:

“How does this sentence support the writer’s main claim?” (It provides reasoning to support the idea that more people should use public transportation.)

“Why do you think the writer starts this sentence with However?” (to signal the contrast relationship between the counterclaim and the writer’s own claim)

· As needed, invite students to reread the information in paragraph 5 that precedes this sentence.

· Ask:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

___________________________, if ____________________________________, it seems 

linking language to show contrast 
independent clause
likely that _________________________________________________________.


independent clause
· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to write a sentence for the counterclaim paragraph of your essay.”

Language Chunk Wall Suggestions

	Language to Compare or Contrast
	Language to Talk about Conditional Situations
	Language to Talk about Possibility

	However,
	if more people use public transportation,
	it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase.


Linguistic Reference

· However, (adverb/linking word)

· if more people use public transportation, (conjunction + clause)

· it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase. (clause + conjunction + clause)

Language Dive: Model Essay: “Transportation Choices,” Paragraph 5 Sentence Chunk Strips

	However,

	if more people use public transportation,

	it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase. 


Language Dive: Model Essay: “Transportation Choices,” Paragraph 5 Note-Catcher

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

However, if more people use public transportation, it seems likely that the frequency of service will increase.
1. Make a list of linking language that shows contrast.

Responses will vary.

2. Complete the sentence frame to talk about next weekend.

It seems likely that I will spend time with my sister. 

(independent clause + that + independent clause = independent clause)

(subject + predicate = independent clause)

3. Complete the sentence frame to write a sentence for the counterclaim paragraph of your argument essay.

On the other hand, if people continue to eat processed foods every day, it seems likely 
that their health may suffer.

(subject + predicate = independent clause)
Language Dive: Model Essay: “Transportation Choices,” Paragraph 5 Note-Catcher
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It seems likely that ___________________________________________________________

independent clause
__________________________________________________________________________.

(independent clause + that + independent clause = independent clause)

(subject + predicate = independent clause)

6. Complete the sentence frame to write a sentence for the counterclaim paragraph of your argument essay.

________________________________________, if ________________________________

linking language to show contrast 
independent clause
___________________________________________________________ it seems likely that 

__________________________________________________________________________.


independent clause
(subject + predicate = independent clause)
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