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Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 4
RL.8.3

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, answer the following question.

What are the characteristics of La Llorona in Joe Hayes’s version of the story?

Responses may include the following: thinks she is the most beautiful woman, thinks she deserves the best, thinks she is better than everyone else, neglected by husband, angry and full of rage, resents children, throws children in the river, regrets throwing children in the river, and is grieving.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 4
RL.8.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, answer the following question.

What are the characteristics of La Llorona in Joe Hayes’s version of the story?

Synopsis: Summer of the Mariposas, 
Chapters 18–19
RL.8.1, RL.8.2

Name:
Date:


Chapter 18

· The girls are taken into custody and questioned by the FBI at the border.

· The girls’ mother arrives at the border. The family is reunited, and the girls give their mother roses.

· The FBI agent drives the girls and their mother back to their house, and discover that their father is there.

· Mama is upset and crying, while Papa promises he loves the girls and will not leave them again.

Chapter 19

· The girls realize that Papa has brought a woman and her two daughters to live in the house, as well.

· The Garza sisters are upset about Papa’s new family and his plans for them to start a new life together in the house. 

· Papa explains that he plans on divorcing Mama and having her move out of the home, which upsets the girls even more.

· Papa becomes angry and unkind toward his daughters. He eventually leaves the house with his new family, and Odilia has a feeling that she, Mama, and her sisters will not see him again.
Compare and Contrast La Llorona
Note-Catcher
RL.8.1, RL.8.9

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Use the following note-catcher to compare and contrast the original story of La Llorona with McCall’s depiction in Summer of the Mariposas. Consider the way the character looks, feels, and acts in each story.

	Compare
	Contrast

	How are the depiction of La Llorona in La Llorona and the depiction in Summer of the Mariposas similar?
	How are the depiction of La Llorona in 
La Llorona and the depiction in 
Summer of the Mariposas different? 

	Both have children who drowned in a river and mothers who cry endlessly in penance as they mourn the death of their children (McCall 48–49).
· “Reaching out her arms” (Hayes 2)
· “fate, to search endlessly” 
(McCall 46–49)
Both include details of her legendary backstory.
	In La Llorona, she seized her two children and threw them into the river. In Summer of the Mariposas, 
she did not throw them, they fell (McCall 46, 49–50)
· “seized her two children and threw them into the river!” (Hayes 1)
In La Llorona, she undergoes eternal punishment and eternal regret. In Summer of the Mariposas, she is redeemed after protecting the girls and teaching them to be kind and humble (McCall 323–325).
· “you were following your heart” (McCall 323)
· “reunited with your loved ones” (McCall 325)
· “you and your children to claim your place among the stars” (McCall 325)
· “forming a new constellation” (McCall 325)

	In both stories, parents warn children 
to stay away from the river so they are not attacked by La Llorona, who is said to steal other children in her search of her own (McCall 49).
· “Might snatch them” (Hayes 2)
	In Summer of the Mariposas, La Llorona is caring, gentle, and thoughtful (McCall 50), but in La Llorona, Maria has excessive pride and hubris.
· “thought she was better than everyone else” 
(Hayes 1)
· “watch over the children of the sun” 
(McCall 49–51)

	What impact does the modernization of La Llorona have on the theme?

	When Guadalupe Garcia McCall modernized the story of La Llorona, she changed the character from a self-absorbed and entitled woman to someone who is caring, gentle, and thoughtful. Also, in Summer of the Mariposas, La Llorona’s children still drown, but McCall decided to make it an accident rather than something La Llorona did out of anger. By making these changes to the character, the original theme of the legend is changed in the novel. Instead of the message that there is no redemption for someone who acts out of hubris and rage, the novel presents the theme that love, compassion, and being “pure of heart” can have redemptive powers.
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Directions: Use the following note-catcher to compare and contrast the original story of La Llorona with McCall’s depiction in Summer of the Mariposas. Consider the way the character looks, feels, and acts in each story.
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in La Llorona and the depiction in 
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	In both stories, parents warn children to
	In Summer of the Mariposas, La Llorona is caring, gentle, and thoughtful (McCall 50), but in La Llorona, she

	What impact does the modernization of La Llorona have on the theme?

	When Guadalupe Garcia McCall modernized the story of La Llorona, she changed

By making these changes to the character, the original theme





Compare and Contrast La Llorona 
Sample Student Response
(For Teacher Reference)

Prompt: What about the La Llorona from folklore of Latin American has Guadalupe Garcia McCall kept the same and what has she modernized in Summer of the Mariposas? Why?

La Llorona
Stories written today often use modernized elements of folklore tales because they are still meaningful today. In Summer of the Mariposas, Guadalupe Garcia McCall modernizes characters from Latin American folklore. She does this to create a message for modern readers. La Llorona is an important character in this story. In folklore, she is often shown as cruel and hateful. She is a jealous woman who was enraged when she saw her husband with another woman. She drowned her own children out of anger. In McCall’s telling, La Llorona has been modernized to convey a central theme. In her depiction of La Llorona, McCall maintained many characteristics of the original story so that it is recognizable, but modernized the tale by making La Llorona a caring and motherly character to illustrate the theme that being kind and pure of heart leads to a fuller, more meaningful life. 

In some ways the two depictions are similar. In the traditional tale, the main character, Maria, chases after her children who have fallen into a river. She cannot save them. She is doomed to search endlessly for them, becoming the “weeping woman,” La Llorona. Mothers warn their own children not to play by the river or La Llorona might take them (Hayes 2). As in the original legend, when Odilia meets La Llorona, she is chasing a mirage of her children who fall into the river and drown. This modernized La Llorona explains to Odilia that this is her “fate, to search endlessly” for her children. Odilia quickly recognizes the woman as La Llorona, the ghostly figure whom all mothers warn against (McCall 46–49).

McCall also makes important changes to modernize her character. In the original legend, Maria considers herself better than others. When she saw her husband with another woman, she chooses to drown her own children out of spite (Hayes 1). In the traditional story, Maria’s pride and rage cause her to be cursed. Her punishment is eternal, and she grieves forever. There is no redemption. However, McCall re-imagines La Llorona as a woman who did not drown her own children. Instead, she had a fight with her husband. This caused the children to run away and fall into the river. La Llorona explains that, to pay for her mistake, she must “watch over the children of the sun.” She must care for all children of Aztec bloodline (McCall 49–51). In this modern tale, La Llorona is a caring mother who regrets having failed her own children. She pays for it by protecting all children. She does not suffer punishment forever. Instead, she uses her own pain to help other families. As a result, she becomes a “new constellation.” She is “forever reunited in the sky” with her children (McCall 325). La Llorona is redeemed. The new tale of La Llorona captures an important theme. The theme is that being pure of heart and loving can help us live fuller, more meaningful lives. Love is more powerful than pain and suffering.

McCall has kept elements of the legend of La Llorona the same. This is to make sure she is recognizable as the character from Latin American folklore. But she has also retold her story for a new purpose. She does not use the story to point out the danger of punishment that lasts forever. Instead, her story shows the important idea that being kind and pure of heart leads to a better life. Stories written today often contain modernized elements of folklore stories. This is because those elements are still meaningful and relevant today. La Llorona’s new character, and how she guides the journey of Odilia and her sisters, makes Summer of the Mariposas a novel that speaks to young people today.

Sources:

McCall, Guadalupe Garcia. Summer of the Mariposas. Lee & Low, New York, 2012.

La Llorona by Joe Hayes, copyright © 2006. Reprinted by permission of Cinco Puntos Press http://www.cincopuntos.com/. All rights reserved.
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