	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Folklore of Latin America
	Grade 8: Module 1: Unit 1 Homework Resources (for Families)



Unit 1: Build Background Knowledge: Read and Analyze Summer of the Mariposas
Common Core State Standards addressed:

· RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.6

· RI.8.1, RI.8.4, RI.8.8

· W.8.8

· SL.8.1

· L.8.4, L.8.5, L.8.6
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 Guiding Questions and Big Ideas
Why do we see evidence of myths and traditional stories in modern narratives?

· Elements of myths and traditional stories often form the basis of modern narratives.

· We can learn about other cultures through engaging modern renderings of myths and traditional stories from other places.

· Myths and traditional stories have stood the test of time because they contain important cultural and moral messages that are still relevant today.

· Modern authors use myths and traditional stories as a basis for stories because the cultural and moral messages have stood the test of time.

How and why can we modernize myths and traditional stories to be meaningful to today’s audiences?

· We can use the themes, patterns of events, and character types from myths and traditional stories as a basis for modern narratives set in the present day.

What will your student be doing at school?

Students begin Unit 1 by reading Summer of the Mariposas.
 Theme and point of view are introduced through the text, as well as discussion norms as students discuss their responses to the text. They also analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the reader create effects like suspense or humor. While reading Summer of the Mariposas, they also closely read complex informational texts about the folklore of Mexico. In the second half of Unit 1, students analyze how incidents in the story reveal aspects of a character in order to prepare for a Socratic Seminar discussion. Theme is introduced and tracked in preparation for Unit 2.
Working to become ethical people is the habit of character emphasized in this unit. These are the specific skills students will focus on:

· I show empathy. This means I understand and share or take into account the feelings, situation, or attitude of others.

· I behave with integrity. This means I am honest and do the right thing, even when it’s difficult, because it is the right thing to do.

· I show respect. This means I appreciate the abilities, qualities, and achievements of others and treat myself, others, and the environment with care.

· I show compassion. This means I notice when others are sad or upset and try to help them.

How can you support your student at home?

Talk to your student about the guiding questions, particularly if any of the topics raised might be sensitive for your student.

Talk to your student about the texts he or she is reading in the classroom, particularly if any of the topics raised might be sensitive for your student.

Reach out to teachers if you have any questions or concerns about the text.

Share traditional stories from your culture or heritage with your student. Ask your student about the lessons that these stories were meant to teach and how those messages might still be relevant today.

Talk to your student about how family and culture have influenced your life. Share examples of your family and culture and the specific impacts they have had.

Watch films and research on the internet with your student to find out more about Latin American myths and legends. The novel your student is studying references a number of different mythological figures. Build background knowledge on this topic by discovering together the details of the figures named in the novel.

Read chapter books with your student and discuss the point of view of characters within the books. How does the point of view differ from your own perspective? What effect does that have on you as a reader? Discuss the themes that are revealed in the books and how the author has introduced and developed these themes.

Unit 1: Homework

Throughout this unit, homework focuses on independent research reading and determining the meanings of unfamiliar words using context and reference materials. Students also reread the excerpts of Summer of the Mariposas read in class and answer questions about them.
Research reading: When not reading their anchor text, your student is expected to independently research the topic by reading topic-related books of his or her choice for approximately 20 minutes each day and responding to a prompt of choice in the front of the independent reading journal. These are usually books your student will bring home from school; however, they may be topic-related books chosen by the student at the public or your home library. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.
Choice reading: If your student would also like to independently read and respond to a book of free choice, he or she may use the back of the independent reading journal. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.
Vocabulary Logs

Students record new vocabulary in vocabulary logs and mark academic vocabulary with a symbol—for example, a star:

· Academic vocabulary: Words you might find in informational texts on many different topics. For example, the words evidence and rationale are words that could be found in books on any topic.

· Domain-specific vocabulary: Words about a particular topic. For example, the words tadpoles, frogspawn, and amphibian are some that would be found on the topic of frogs. 

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	1
	Students observe multiple artifacts to infer the module topic, Latin American Folklore. They also create an anchor chart for Work to Become Ethical People.
	1.
Read and reflect on the module guiding questions.
2.
Students will read chapter 1 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Students are not required to hand in anything, but they should be prepared for a reflective discussion if they have something they would like to share with the group (not mandatory).
	

	2
	Students discuss the guiding questions of the module, are introduced to and begin to use their vocabulary logs, and begin to read their class novel, finding the gist of the first chapter.
	1.
Unfamiliar Vocabulary: Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 1: Answer selected response questions about chapter 1 of Summer of the Mariposas.
2.
Students will read chapter 2 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 3
	

	3
	Students continue to read their class novel, finding gist and identifying unknown vocabulary, and are introduced to how to analyze point of view in the novel.
	1.
Unfamiliar Vocabulary: Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 2: Determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary from the novel using context.
2.
Students will read chapter 3 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 4
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	4
	Students continue to read their class novel, find the gist of chapter 3, identify unknown vocabulary, and analyze point of view.
	1.
Unfamiliar Vocabulary: Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 3 
Part I: Determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary from the novel using context and affixes.
	Lesson 5
	

	5
	Students engage in a close reading of an informational text about folklore in Latin America and participate in their first Language Dive.
	1.
Unfamiliar Vocabulary: Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 3 Part II: Determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary from the informational text using a resource such as a dictionary.
2.
Students will read chapter 4 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 6
	

	6
	Students continue to read their class novel and are introduced to independent research reading.
	1.
Unfamiliar Vocabulary: Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 4: Determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary from the novel using a variety of strategies.
2.
Begin the independent research reading, and respond to a prompt of your choosing.
3.
Students will read chapter 5 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 7
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	7
	Students continue to read their class novel, find the gist of chapters 4 and 5, identify unknown vocabulary, and analyze point of view.
	1.
Unfamiliar Vocabulary: Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 5: Determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary from the novel using a variety of strategies.
2.
Students will read chapter 6 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 8
	

	8
	Students are introduced to the different types of figurative language and begin to identify this language and its meaning in chapter 6 of their class novel.
	1.
Unfamiliar Vocabulary and Figurative Language, Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 6: Determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary from the novel using a variety of strategies.
2.
Students will read chapter 7 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 9
	

	9
	Students continue to read their class novel, find the gist of chapters 6 and 7, identify unknown vocabulary, and analyze point of view.
	1.
Unfamiliar Vocabulary and Connotations: Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 7: Determine the connotations of a word.
2.
Students will read chapter 8 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 10
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	10
	Students continue to read their class novel, find the gist of chapter 8, identify unknown vocabulary, and analyze point of view.
	1.
Figurative Language and Connotations: Determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary from the novel using a variety of strategies.
2.
Students will read chapter 9 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 11
	

	11
	Students read chapter 9 of their class novel and take their mid-unit assessment, identifying the meaning of unknown vocabulary and analyzing point of view in chapter 9.
	1.
Students will read chapter 10 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 12
	

	12
	Students read chapter 10 of their class novel, are introduced to theme, and begin to identify themes in their class novel.
	1.
Students will read chapter 11 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 13
	

	13
	Students generate discussion norms for the class discussion they will have in their end of unit assessment.
	1.
Selected Response Questions: Analyze Aspects of Character 1: Answer selected response questions about aspects of character from Summer of the Mariposas.
2.
Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 14
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	14
	Students prepare for the end of unit assessment by answering text-dependent questions about their class novel and gathering notes in a note-catcher.
	1.
Selected Response Questions: Analyze Aspects of Character 2: Answer selected response questions about aspects of character from Summer of the Mariposas.
2.
Students will read chapter 12 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 15
	

	15
	Students read chapter 12 of their class novel and participate in a discussion.
	1.
Selected Response Questions: Analyze Aspects of Character 3: Answer selected response questions about aspects of character from Summer of the Mariposas.
2.
Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 16
	

	16
	Students answer text-dependent questions and participate in a text-based discussion.
	1.
Students will read chapter 13 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Unit 2, Lesson 1
	


Independent Reading

Directions: Remember to record responses to research reading in the front of your independent reading journal and responses to choice reading in the back. Try to choose a different prompt each time. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Underline vocabulary found during independent reading.
Record:

· Date
· Title and author of your reading book
· Pages you have read
· Prompt
· Response
Example:

Date: 10/13/2020
Book Title and Author: Summer of the Mariposas by Guadalupe Garcia McCall
Pages Read: 170–182
Prompt: What theme is present in the text you read? Give text details that convey that theme.
Response: This chapter develops the theme that things are not always as they appear. This theme is developed when the sisters meet an injured donkey and Pita feels sorry for him and also believes that she can talk to him. Pita assures her sisters that the donkey is kind and will help them find shelter for the night. However, as they begin to travel, the donkey begins to run, carrying the girls quickly across a field. He brings them to an ominous cave. Then, the donkey begins talking in a deep male voice and the sisters know that something is wrong. He casts a spell on the girls and they fall asleep in his cave. This develops the theme that things are not always as they appear, because the sisters trust the lame little donkey, only to find out he is a sorcerer.

Consider using the following independent reading prompts.

· How does this text add to your understanding of one of the guiding questions of the module?

· How does (character) change his/her point of view over the course of the plot?

· If you were (character), what would you do differently? How is your point of view different from that of the character?

· If the text contains a myth, what is the purpose of the myth?

· Which habits of character are demonstrated in the text? Explain.

· Record two or three facts in your own words that you learned from the text.

· Summarize your research reading today in no more than five sentences.

· What theme is present in the text you read? Give text details that convey that theme.

· What questions do you have about the topic after reading?

· Choose one new word from your reading today and analyze it on a vocabulary square.

	Definition in your own words
	Synonyms (words with the same meaning)

	Words with the same affix or root
	Sketch

	Translation in home language (if appropriate)


Vocabulary

Directions: In the classroom, you have been recording words from your texts in your vocabulary log. Throughout this unit, you have been research reading topic-related books at home to build your knowledge of mythology and recording words in your independent reading journal.
Choose a word from your research reading or from a text you’ve read in class and add the word to your vocabulary log. Try to choose a different word to add and to practice a different vocabulary strategy each time. For each word, be sure to add the following:

1. The definition, or meaning, of the word

2. The vocabulary strategy you used to figure out the meaning of the word

3. A sketch or diagram that helps you to better understand the meaning of the word

Vocabulary Strategies

As a reminder, the vocabulary strategies we’ve been working on in class are listed below:

· Context: Read the sentence around the word.

· Look at the affixes for clues.

· Look at the root of the word for clues.

· Use a dictionary.

· Discuss the word with another person (after attempting some of the above strategies).
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 1

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 1 of Summer of the Mariposas. Then answer the questions below.
4. “‘And what’s that? What is the right thing, Juanita?’ I asked, exasperated. Arguing with her always had a draining effect on me” (13).
Which word in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of exasperated? (L.8.5b)
a. draining
b. asked
c. right
d. effect
5. What is the main conflict the sisters are having in this chapter? (RL.8.3)
a. The sisters are arguing over whether they will become famous for their discovery.
b. The sisters are arguing over who is the leader of the group.
c. The sisters are arguing over what to do with the dead body they have found.
d. The sisters are arguing over whether the authorities are to be trusted.
6. “I let go of Pita to sit down on a rock, the weight of the decision we needed to make unsettling my stomach with a queasy feeling that no matter what we decided, our lives would change” (13).
What does queasy most likely mean in this sentence? (RL.8.4, L.8.4a)
a. excited
b. uneasy
c. energetic
d. terrified
7. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 1 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these selected response questions. (RL.8.4)
Responses may vary, but may include “cross out answers that you know are incorrect.”
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 2

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 2 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
8. “I thought of the drowned man again. We’d left him sitting by the riverbank, drying under a mulberry tree, the tiny mariposas clinging to his mouth and nostrils as if trying to resuscitate him” (24).
What does resuscitate most likely mean in this sentence? (RL.8.4, L.8.4a)
a. To attack someone
b. To comfort someone
c. To revive someone

d. To talk to someone
9. “I didn’t intervene or stop them from packing. They were exhilarated by the idea” (26).
Which word in these sentences best helps in understanding the meaning of intervene? (L.8.5b)
a. didn’t
b. exhilarated
c. packing
d. stop
10. “‘I told you. We’re not going to Mexico,’ I said decisively” (29).
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word decisively as it is used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)
in a manner that settles an issue convincingly or produces a definite result

11. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 2 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these selected and constructed response questions. (RL.8.4)
Responses may vary, but may include “used context to find a synonym for the word.”
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 3 Part I

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 3 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
12. “Their faces were indistinguishable in the dark and their white outfits were muted by the lack of sunlight, but I could see that they were little boys running away from something—or someone” (45).
Use context clues in the sentence to write a definition of indistinguishable in your own words. (L.8.5b)
unidentifiable or unrecognizable

13. Part A
“All was obscurity and cold, and I thought I would drown” (45).
Use the affix list as a reference to fill in the table below with clues about the word in bold. (L.8.4b)
	Root Word
	Suffix

	obscure means not discovered; uncertain
	-ity


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of obscurity in your own words. (RL.8.4)
the state of being unknown or uncertain

14. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 3 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these constructed response questions. (RL.8.4)
Responses may vary, but may include “used context to find a synonym for the word.”
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 3 Part II

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 3 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
15. “It was clear to me that she was worried—frantic even—that they might fall into the river” (46).
Which words in this excerpt best help in understanding the meaning of frantic? (L.8.5b)
a. clear to me
b. they might fall
c. she was worried
d. into the river
16. “It is an eternal atonement, to watch over the children of the sun, the children of my people, the Azteca bloodline” (51).
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word atonement as it is used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)
reparation for a wrong or sin

17. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 3 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these selected and constructed response questions. (RL.8.4)
Responses may vary, but may include “used context to find a synonym for the word.”
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 4

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 4 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
18. Part A
Complete the chart below to break up the word unfathomable into a prefix, root, and suffix. You may use your affix list as a resource. (L.8.4b)
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix

	un-
	fathom: to understand or comprehend
	-able


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of unfathomable in your own words. (RL.8.4)
unable to be understood or comprehended

19. “I felt like I deliberated our journey for hours, when in reality, we were there for only a few more seconds” (65).
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word deliberated as it is used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)
engaged in long and careful consideration

20. “The spell worked! I knew La Llorona was real, but for her promise of magic to be real was more than I had expected. I was so exhilarated by this realization that I did the most unexpected thing in the world” (66).
What does exhilarated most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. excited

b. terrified
c. uninterested
d. calmed
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 5

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 5 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
21. “‘The permit is in the glove box, remember?’ She continued, arching an eyebrow to emphasize her point” (71).
What does emphasize most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. remember
b. downplay
c. hide
d. highlight
22. “He pretended to read the piece of paper as he discreetly stuffed the twenty dollars into the cuff of his long-sleeved shirt” (72).
What does discreetly most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. obviously and clearly
b. without drawing attention
c. dramatically
d. without paying attention
23. “At the first signs of civilization, we veered off the road and stopped at an old gas station just south of Monclova” (72).
What phrase in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of veered? (L.8.5b)
a. At the first signs
b. stopped at an old gas station
c. just south of Monclova
d. off the road
24. “After they’d had their share of the food, they slid a tray over to our end of the blanket, their faces contrite. It was their way. They were often hotheaded but also fast to regret their harsh words; this was their peace offering of sort” (79).
What phrase in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of contrite? (L.8.5b)
a. regret their harsh words
b. often hotheaded
c. had their share of the food
d. they slid the tray over
25. “Pita squirmed miserably beside me like a cocooned butterfly trying to break free” (78).
Why does the author compare Pita to a cocooned butterfly? (RL.8.4)
a. to emphasize how beautiful she is
b. to emphasize that she is still growing
c. to emphasize how trapped she feels
d. to emphasize that she will soon transform
26. “The mariposas swirled and twirled around us like dark snowflakes in the surreal light of dusk, making the moment almost magical in its beauty” (80).
Why does the author compare the butterflies to snowflakes? (RL.8.4)
a. to highlight how cold it is outside
b. to highlight the beauty of the moment
c. to highlight how tiny the butterflies are
d. to highlight how confused the girls are
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary and Figurative Language: Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 6

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 6 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
27. Part A

“She turned away and disappeared into the darkness, leaving me alone with her cryptic words. But I didn’t have time to decipher their meaning” (85).

Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word cryptic and the word decipher as they are used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)

cryptic: having a meaning that is mysterious or obscure
decipher: succeed in understanding, interpreting, or identifying
Part B

Using these definitions, rewrite the two sentences from Part A in your own words.

She turned away and disappeared into the darkness, leaving me along with her mysterious words. But I didn’t have time to understand their meaning.

28. “I passed the house and inconspicuously parked next door, just in front of the neighbor’s fence, away from the lights strung on the trees all around the dead man’s yard” (86).

What phrase in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of inconspicuously? (L.8.5b)

a. parked next door

b. just in front of the neighbor’s

c. away from the lights
d. around the dead man’s yard

29. “They had all vacated the car long before I was free from the dog and able to open my door and crawl out” (81).

What does vacated most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)

a. left

b. cleaned

c. forgotten

d. opened

Directions: Use the chart below to determine the literary device used in each example and its inferred meaning. (RL.8.4)
	Example
	Literary Device
	Inference

(What does it mean?)

	‘’In that moment John was a roaring lion, threatening to consume me with his pride and anger.”
	metaphor
	This metaphor emphasizes that John is aggressive and maybe even violent, like a wild lion.

	“The night was calm and gentle, wrapping me peacefully in its silent arms.”
	personification
	The personification of the night makes the night seem like a comforting person who makes the speaker feel safe.

	“My mother’s smile warms me like the sun on the first day of Spring.”
	simile
	This simile emphasizes how warm and happy the mother makes the speaker, by comparing her smile to the feeling of the first warmth of the year.

	“I am so hungry I could eat a horse.”
	hyperbole
	This hyperbole exaggerates the speaker’s hunger for emphasis.


Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary and Connotations: Summer of the Mariposas, 
Chapter 7

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 7 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
30. “The chocolaty sauce of the chicken enchiladas spilled out of the rolled-up tortillas and mixed in with the rice and beans, making the dish extra delicious. We gorged ourselves till we thought we’d pop” (105).
What does gorged most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. restrained
b. prepared
c. blessed
d. stuffed
31. Use a print or online dictionary. Copy the meaning of the word gorged as it is used in the sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)
To have eaten a large amount greedily; filled oneself with food.

32. Why did the author choose to use the word gorged instead of a synonym? How does gorged add to the reader’s understanding of the sisters’ experience? (RL.8.4, L.8.5a)
The author chose gorged instead of stuffed because it highlights the greedy, extravagant way in which the sisters stuffed or filled themselves.

33. “We had to think of some quick answers because even though we’d expected a full-on interrogation, we hadn’t planned anything that came out of our mouths” (105).
Which word in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of interrogation? (L.8.5b)
a. answers
b. expected
c. planned
d. mouths
34. “She was always the worst at keeping things from strangers. She was just too candid” (108).
What does candid most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. stupid
b. friendly
c. honest
d. likable
35. Part A
“Pita whined out an incoherent sound” (141).
Use the affix list as a reference to fill in the table with clues about the word in bold. (L.8.4b)
	Prefix
	Root Word

	in-
	coherent: logical and understandable


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of incoherent in your own words. (RL.8.4)
incomprehensible or confusing
Homework: Figurative Language and 
Connotations

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 8 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the question below.
36. Carefully read these two sentences: 
“An apprehension spread into every pore of my being, I did the one thing I could to quiet the guilt in my mind” (126).
“I was very apprehensive, I did the one thing I could to quiet the guilt in my mind.”
The sentences in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the phrase “apprehension spread into every pore of my being” affect your understanding of the first sentence? (RL.8.4, L.8.4a, L.8.5b, L.8.5c)
a. It implies that Odilia is physically ill.
b. It emphasizes how nervous Odilia is.
c. It implies that Odilia may die soon.
d. It warns against eating too much.
Directions: Use the chart below to determine the literary device used in each example and its inferred meaning. (RL.8.4)
	Example
	Literary Device
	Inference

(What does it mean?)

	“Behind us, the hat spun out into the morning air in a white blur, like a miniature flying saucer, and landed right smack in the middle of the highway” (120).
	simile
	The simile adds a comical description to the way the hat is thrown out the window.

	“Look at him mugging for the camera, like a possum with a mouth full of worms. Funny how I never noticed before how conceited he really is” (122).
	simile
	The simile emphasizes how ridiculous Papa looks in the picture.

	“Immediately, the enchanting woman began doting on us, like a tiny yellow butterfly, fluttering about” (130).
	simile
	The simile emphasizes how sweet and pretty Cecilia appears to be.

	“Nighttime had descended upon the spacious house like an unexpected guest” (133).
	personification and simile
	The personification and simile have an ominous impact, as the night is described as an intruder.

	“All those little windows in the French doors allowed the shimmering moonlight to come in and kiss everything in the room with a glittering silver dust” (140).
	personification
	The personification of the moonlight adds to a feeling of mystical beauty as night falls and the girls are enchanted.


Homework: Selected Response Questions: 
Analyze Aspects of Character 1

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread the following excerpts from Summer of the Mariposas. Answer the questions below to analyze how incidents in a story reveal aspects of a character.
On page 41 there is a commotion between Odilia and her sisters.

37. What does this reveal about Odilia’s sisters? (RL.8.3)
a. They care about the dead man more than Odilia.
b. They want to control their own lives. 
c. They don’t care about their sisterhood anymore.
d. They are not going to do whatever Odilia tells them.
38. This passage reveals that Odilia (RL.8.3)
a. is trying too hard to be like Mama.
b. is not fully in control of her sisters.
c. is smarter than her younger sisters.
d. is bossy and wants to be in control.
On page 46 Odilia says, “Without thinking, I scrambled up to the edge and jumped in after them.”

39. What made Odilia decide to jump into the river? (RL.8.3)
a. She thought her sisters fell into the water.
b. She felt sorry for the children’s mother.
c. She swims in the river all of the time.
d. She wanted to save the two children.
40. What aspect of Odilia’s character is revealed in this quote? (RL.8.3)
a. She is selfless.
b. She is cautious.
c. She is supportive.
d. She is confident.
41. On page 57 Odilia is worried about something. This passage reveals that Odilia (RL.8.3)
a. is afraid no one will believe her.
b. is afraid of disappointing La Llorona.
c. is afraid of failing her mission.
d. is afraid of seeing La Llorona.
Homework: Selected Response Questions: 
Analyze Aspects of Character 2

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread the following excerpts from Summer of the Mariposas. Answer the questions below to analyze how incidents in a story reveal aspects of a character.
On page 71 Delia says “‘The permit is in the glove box, remember?’”

42. What does this reveal about Delia? (RL.8.3)
a. She is slick and realizes how they can fool the officer. 
b. She is clueless and thinks that their permit is in the glove box.
c. She is insightful and understands the officer wants money.

d. She is sharp and tries to distract the officer so they can pass. 
On page 71 Odilia says “If it had been left up to me, we would have gotten hauled into a Mexican jail that day.”

43. This quote reveals that Odilia (RL.8.3)
a. wants to get caught.
b. forgot the permit.
c. has morals.
d. is confused.
On page 79 it says, “Delia and Velia snorted in disgust. They turned their backs to us and opened up the containers of food.”

44. This quote reveals that Delia and Velia (RL.8.3)
a. do not understand Pita’s innocence.
b. do not believe Odilia understands them.
c. do not feel close to their other sisters.
d. do not care about Pita’s feelings.
On page 85 La Llorona warns Odilia. 

45. What does this reveal about La Llorona’s character? (RL.8.3)
a. She is a guide.
b. She is a mystery.
c. She is a coward.
d. She is a sign.
46. What aspect of Odilia’s character is revealed in this passage? (RL.8.3)
a. She is fed up with La Llorona’s cryptic words.
b. She is annoyed with being the oldest sister. 
c. She is tired of being responsible for everyone.
d. She is overwhelmed with their journey.
Homework: Selected Response Questions: 
Analyze Aspects of Character 3

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread the following excerpts from Summer of the Mariposas. Answer the questions below to analyze how incidents in a story reveal aspects of a character.
On page 138 Cecilia says, “He can’t hurt you. Not as long as you stay with me. I promise.”

47. What does this quote reveal about Cecilia? (RL.8.3)
a. She wants to protect the girls.
b. She is afraid for the girls’ safety.
c. She does not like the police.
d. She is just as scared as the girls.
48. On page 141 Odilia thinks about Cecilia. What does this passage reveal about Odilia’s character? (RL.8.3)
a. She is paranoid.
b. She is mindful.
c. She is passive.
d. She is innocent.
On page 149 Odilia says, “From now on, I would look over my shoulder at every turn. I would make sure I knew who or what was lurking around me, waiting to harm us when we least expected it.”

49. This quote reveals that Odilia (RL.8.3)
a. is dangerous.
b. is irrational.
c. is defensive.
d. is maturing.
50. On page 157 Juanita, Velia, and Delia taunt Cecilia. What does this passage reveal about Juanita, Velia, and Delia? (RL.8.3)
a. They want Cecilia to feel bad.
b. They are disappointed in Cecilia.
c. They were using Cecilia all along.
d. They are afraid of Cecilia’s power.
51. On page 172 Pita interacts with a donkey. This passage reveals that Pita (RL.8.3)
a. is simple minded.
b. is confused.
c. is foolish.
d. is imaginative.
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 1

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 1 of Summer of the Mariposas. Then answer the questions below.
52. “‘And what’s that? What is the right thing, Juanita?’ I asked, exasperated. Arguing with her always had a draining effect on me.” (13)
Which word in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of exasperated? (L.8.5b)
a. draining
b. asked
c. right
d. effect
53. What is the main conflict the sisters are having in this chapter? (RL.8.3)
a. The sisters are arguing over whether they will become famous for their discovery.
b. The sisters are arguing over who is the leader of the group.
c. The sisters are arguing over what to do with the dead body they have found.
d. The sisters are arguing over whether the authorities are to be trusted.
54. “I let go of Pita to sit down on a rock, the weight of the decision we needed to make unsettling my stomach with a queasy feeling that no matter what we decided, our lives would change.” (13)
What does queasy most likely mean in this sentence? (RL.8.4, L.8.4a)
a. excited
b. uneasy
c. energetic
d. terrified
55. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 1 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these selected response questions. (RL.8.4)
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 2

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 2 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
56. “I thought of the drowned man again. We’d left him sitting by the riverbank, drying under a mulberry tree, the tiny mariposas clinging to his mouth and nostrils as if trying to resuscitate him.” (24)
What does resuscitate most likely mean in this sentence? (RL.8.4, L.8.4a)
a. To attack someone
b. To comfort someone
c. To revive someone
d. To talk to someone
57. “I didn’t intervene or stop them from packing. They were exhilarated by the idea.” (26)
Which word in these sentences best helps in understanding the meaning of intervene? (L.8.5b)
a. didn’t
b. exhilarated
c. packing
d. stop
58. “‘I told you. We’re not going to Mexico,’ I said decisively.” (29)
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word decisively as it is used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)
59. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 2 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these selected and constructed response questions. (RL.8.4)
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 3 Part I

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 3 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.

60. “Their faces were indistinguishable in the dark and their white outfits were muted by the lack of sunlight, but I could see that they were little boys running away from something—or someone.” (45)

Use context clues in the sentence to write a definition of indistinguishable in your own words. (L.8.5b)
61. Part A
“All was obscurity and cold, and I thought I would drown.” (45)
Use the affix list as a reference to fill in the table below with clues about the word in bold. (L.8.4b)
	Root Word
	Suffix

	obscure means not discovered; uncertain
	


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of obscurity in your own words. (RL.8.4)
62. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 3 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these constructed response questions. (RL.8.4)

Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 3 Part II

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 3 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
63. “It was clear to me that she was worried—frantic even—that they might fall into the river.” (46)
Which words in this excerpt best help in understanding the meaning of frantic? (L.8.5b)
a. clear to me
b. they might fall
c. she was worried
d. into the river
64. “It is an eternal atonement, to watch over the children of the sun, the children of my people, the Azteca bloodline.” (51)
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word atonement as it is used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)
65. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 2 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these selected and constructed response questions. (RL.8.4)
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 4

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 4 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
66. Part A

Complete the chart below to break up the word unfathomable into a prefix, root, and suffix. You may use your affix list as a resource. (L.8.4b)
	Prefix
	Root
	Suffix

	
	fathom: to understand or comprehend
	


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of unfathomable in your own words. (RL.8.4)
67. “I felt like I deliberated our journey for hours, when in reality, we were there for only a few more seconds.” (65)
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word deliberated as it is used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)
68. “The spell worked! I knew La Llorona was real, but for her promise of magic to be real was more than I had expected. I was so exhilarated by this realization that I did the most unexpected thing in the world.” (66)
What does exhilarated most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. excited

b. terrified

c. uninterested

d. calmed

Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 5

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 5 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
69. “‘The permit is in the glove box, remember?’ She continued, arching an eyebrow to emphasize her point” (71).
What does emphasize most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. remember
b. downplay
c. hide
d. highlight
70. “He pretended to read the piece of paper as he discreetly stuffed the twenty dollars into the cuff of his long-sleeved shirt” (72).
What does discreetly most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. obviously and clearly
b. without drawing attention

c. dramatically
d. without paying attention
71. “At the first signs of civilization, we veered off the road and stopped at an old gas station just south of Monclova” (72).
What phrase in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of veered? (L.8.5b)
a. At the first signs
b. stopped at an old gas station
c. just south of Monclova
d. off the road
72. “After they’d had their share of the food, they slid a tray over to our end of the blanket, their faces contrite. It was their way. They were often hotheaded but also fast to regret their harsh words; this was their peace offering of sort” (79).
What phrase in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of contrite? (L.8.5b)
a. regret their harsh words

b. often hotheaded
c. had their share of the food
d. they slid the tray over
73. “Pita squirmed miserably beside me like a cocooned butterfly trying to break free” (78).
Why does the author compare Pita to a cocooned butterfly? (RL.8.4)
a. to emphasize how beautiful she is
b. to emphasize that she is still growing
c. to emphasize how trapped she feels
d. to emphasize that she will soon transform
74. “The mariposas swirled and twirled around us like dark snowflakes in the surreal light of dusk, making the moment almost magical in its beauty” (80).
Why does the author compare the butterflies to snowflakes? (RL.8.4)
a. to highlight how cold it is outside
b. to highlight the beauty of the moment

c. to highlight how tiny the butterflies are
d. to highlight how confused the girls are
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary and 
Figurative Language: 
Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 6

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 6 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.

75. Part A

“She turned away and disappeared into the darkness, leaving me alone with her cryptic words. But I didn’t have time to decipher their meaning.” (85)

Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word cryptic and the word decipher as they are used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)

cryptic:

decipher:

Part B

Using these definitions, rewrite the two sentences from Part A in your own words.

76.  “I passed the house and inconspicuously parked next door, just in front of the neighbor’s fence, away from the lights strung on the trees all around the dead man’s yard.” (86)

What phrase in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of inconspicuously? (L.8.5b)

a. parked next door

b. just in front of the neighbor’s

c. away from the lights
d. around the dead man’s yard
77. “They had all vacated the car long before I was free from the dog and able to open my door and crawl out.” (81)

What does vacated most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)

a. left
b. cleaned
c. forgotten
d. opened
Directions: Use the chart below to determine the literary device used in each example and its inferred meaning. (RL.8.4)

	Example
	Literary Device
	Inference

(What does it mean?)

	“In that moment John was a roaring lion, threatening to consume me with his pride and anger.”
	
	

	“The night was calm and gentle, wrapping me peacefully in its silent arms.”
	
	

	“My mother’s smile warms me like the sun on the first day of Spring.”
	
	

	“I am so hungry I could eat a horse.”
	
	


Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary and Connotations: Summer of the Mariposas, 
Chapter 7

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 7 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the questions below.
78. “The chocolaty sauce of the chicken enchiladas spilled out of the rolled-up tortillas and mixed in with the rice and beans, making the dish extra delicious. We gorged ourselves till we thought we’d pop.” (105)
What does gorged most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. restrained
b. prepared
c. blessed
d. stuffed
79. Use a print or online dictionary. Copy the meaning of the word gorged as it is used in the sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d)
80. Why did the author choose to use the word gorged instead of a synonym? How does gorged add to the reader’s understanding of the sisters’ experience? (RL.8.4, L.8.5a)
81.  “We had to think of some quick answers because even though we’d expected a full-on interrogation, we hadn’t planned anything that came out of our mouths.” (105)
Which word in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of interrogation? (L.8.5b)
a. answers
b. expected
c. planned
d. mouths
82. “She was always the worst at keeping things from strangers. She was just too candid.” (108)
What does candid most likely mean in this sentence? (L.8.4a)
a. stupid

b. friendly

c. honest
d. likable
83. Part A
“Pita whined out an incoherent sound.” (141)
Use the affix list as a reference to fill in the table with clues about the word in bold. (L.8.4b)
	Prefix
	Root Word

	
	coherent: logical and understandable


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of incoherent in your own words. (RL.8.4)
Homework: Figurative Language and Connotations

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each excerpt from chapter 8 of Summer of the Mariposas. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the question below.
84. Carefully read these two sentences: 
“An apprehension spread into every pore of my being, I did the one thing I could to quiet the guilt in my mind.” (126)
“I was very apprehensive, I did the one thing I could to quiet the guilt in my mind.”
The sentences in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the phrase “apprehension spread into every pore of my being” affect your understanding of the first sentence? (RL.8.4, L.8.4a, L.8.5b, L.8.5c)
a. It implies that Odilia is physically ill.

b. It emphasizes how nervous Odilia is.

c. It implies that Odilia may die soon.

d. It warns against eating too much.

Directions: Use the chart below to determine the literary device used in each example and its inferred meaning. (RL.8.4)
	Example
	Literary Device
	Inference

(What does it mean?)

	“Behind us, the hat spun out into the morning air in a white blur, like a miniature flying saucer, and landed right smack in the middle of the highway.” (120)
	
	


	Example
	Literary Device
	Inference

(What does it mean?)

	“Look at him mugging for the camera, like a possum with a mouth full of worms. Funny how I never noticed before how conceited he really is.” (122)
	
	

	“Immediately, the enchanting woman began doting on us, like a tiny yellow butterfly, fluttering about.” (130)
	
	

	“Nighttime had descended upon the spacious house like an unexpected guest.” (133)
	
	

	“All those little windows in the French doors allowed the shimmering moonlight to come in and kiss everything in the room with a glittering silver dust.” (140)
	
	


Homework: Selected Response Questions: 
Analyze Aspects of Character 1

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread the following excerpts from Summer of the Mariposas. Answer the questions below to analyze how incidents in a story reveal aspects of a character.
On page 41 there is a commotion between Odilia and her sisters.

85. What does this reveal about Odilia’s sisters? (RL.8.3)
a. They care about the dead man more than Odilia.
b. They want to control their own lives. 
c. They don’t care about their sisterhood anymore.
d. They are not going to do whatever Odilia tells them.
86. This passage reveals that Odilia (RL.8.3)
a. is trying too hard to be like Mama.
b. is not fully in control of her sisters.
c. is smarter than her younger sisters.
d. is bossy and wants to be in control.
On page 46 Odilia says, “Without thinking, I scrambled up to the edge and jumped in after them.”

87. What made Odilia decide to jump into the river? (RL.8.3)
a. She thought her sisters fell into the water.
b. She felt sorry for the children’s mother.
c. She swims in the river all of the time.
d. She wanted to save the two children.
88. What aspect of Odilia’s character is revealed in this quote? (RL.8.3)
a. She is selfless.
b. She is cautious.
c. She is supportive.
d. She is confident.
89. On page 57, Odilia is worried about something. This passage reveals that Odilia (RL.8.3)
a. is afraid no one will believe her.
b. is afraid of disappointing La Llorona.
c. Is afraid of failing her mission.
d. is afraid of seeing La Llorona.
Homework: Selected Response Questions: 
Analyze Aspects of Character 2

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread the following excerpts from Summer of the Mariposas. Answer the questions below to analyze how incidents in a story reveal aspects of a character.
On page 71 Delia says “‘The permit is in the glove box, remember?’”

90. What does this reveal about Delia? (RL.8.3)
a. She is slick and realizes how they can fool the officer. 
b. She is clueless and thinks that their permit is in the glove box.
c. She is insightful and understands the officer wants money.
d. She is sharp and tries to distract the officer so they can pass. 
On page 71 Odilia says “If it had been left up to me, we would have gotten hauled into a Mexican jail that day.”

91. This quote reveals that Odilia (RL.8.3)
a. wants to get caught.
b. forgot the permit.
c. has morals.
d. is confused.
On page 79 it says, “Delia and Velia snorted in disgust. They turned their backs to us and opened up the containers of food.”

92. This quote reveals that Delia and Velia (RL.8.3)
a. do not understand Pita’s innocence.
b. do not believe Odilia understands them.
c. do not feel close to their other sisters.
d. do not care about Pita’s feelings.
On page 85 La Llorona warns Odilia. 

93. What does this reveal about La Llorona’s character? (RL.8.3)
a. She is a guide.
b. She is a mystery.
c. She is a coward.
d. She is a sign.
94. What aspect of Odilia’s character is revealed in this passage? (RL.8.3)
a. She is fed up with La Llorona’s cryptic words.
b. She is annoyed with being the oldest sister. 
c. She is tired of being responsible for everyone.
d. She is overwhelmed with their journey.
Homework: Selected Response Questions: 
Analyze Aspects of Character 3

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread the following excerpts from Summer of the Mariposas. Answer the questions below to analyze how incidents in a story reveal aspects of a character.
On page 138 Cecilia says, “He can’t hurt you. Not as long as you stay with me. I promise.”

95. What does this quote reveal about Cecilia? (RL.8.3)
a. She wants to protect the girls.
b. She is afraid for the girls’ safety.
c. She does not like the police.
d. She is just as scared as the girls.
96. On page 141 Odilia thinks about Cecilia. What does this passage reveal about Odilia’s character? (RL.8.3)
a. She is paranoid.
b. She is mindful.
c. She is passive.
d. She is innocent.
On page 149 Odilia says, “From now on, I would look over my shoulder at every turn. I would make sure I knew who or what was lurking around me, waiting to harm us when we least expected it.”

97. This quote reveals that Odilia (RL.8.3)
a. is dangerous
b. is irrational.
c. is defensive.
d. is maturing.
98. On page 157 Juanita, Velia, and Delia taunt Cecilia. What does this passage reveal about Juanita, Velia, and Delia? (RL.8.3)
a. They want Cecilia to feel bad.
b. They are disappointed in Cecilia.
c. They were using Cecilia all along.
d. They are afraid of Cecilia’s power.
99. On page 172 Pita interacts with a donkey. This passage reveals that Pita (RL.8.3)
a. is simple minded.
b. is confused.
c. is foolish.
d. is imaginative.
� Summer of the Mariposas contains references to sensitive topics such as a family’s abandonment by their father, a murder and children’s discovery of the corpse, illegal crossing of the border between the United States and Mexico, and Latin American folklore that includes references to magic, spells, witchcraft, and monsters. The issues presented will be carefully and sensitively discussed to give students context as they read the story. Consider speaking with your student about this at home both before and after reading the book. Raise any concerns with the teacher.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Some of the prompts will not be appropriate for the text students are reading. Invite students to choose a prompt that works for the text they have just read.
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