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	Folklore of Latin America
	Grade 8: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 8



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 8 

L.8.5b

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, answer the following question.
“’And lechuzas? You want those evil owls climbing all over you while you sleep, pecking your eyes out?’ Velia teased Delia in the back seat” (90).
What words in this sentence best help in understanding the meaning of lechuzas?
Confirm that the words evil owls help us understand the meaning of lechuzas, and explain they are monsters from Latin American folklore.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 8 

L.8.5b

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, answer the following question.
“’And lechuzas? You want those evil owls climbing all over you while you sleep, pecking your eyes out?’ Velia teased Delia in the back seat” (90).
What words in this sentence best help in understanding the meaning of lechuzas?
Analyze Figurative Language Note-Catcher

RL.8.4

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the literary device, fill in the definition, and see the example of the literary device from Summer of the Mariposas. Work with a partner or your group to infer the deeper meaning of each example. Record your response in the far-right column.
Figurative Language: language used to convey something that is different from the literal definition (the definition you might find in a dictionary)

Add the following definitions of literary devices to the appropriate row in the charts on the following pages:

· language that creates a mental image for the reader, using sensory descriptions

· a comparison of two unlike things

· using language that means the opposite of what you mean for humor or dramatic effect

· giving an inanimate object human-like characteristics

· use of exaggeration to emphasize a point

· a comparison of two unlike things using like or as

· a play on words based on two words that are close in sound but different in meaning

Responses will vary. Sample responses are given below.
	Literary Device: simile

	Definition
	a comparison of two unlike things using “like” or “as”

	Example from the Text
	“His thick tresses floated loosely around his head like the black tentacles of a sea monster” (6).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	The dead man’s hair is compared to a sea monster’s tentacles because his hair strands are hanging in the air like a sea monster’s tentacles.


	Literary Device: metaphor

	Definition
	a comparison of two unlike things

	Example from the Text
	“Standing beside the hackberry shrubs with hundreds of empty desiccated cocoons still clinging to their branches and a carpet of butterfly corpses under her feet, La Llorona did not look anything like a malevolent specter” (51).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	The dead butterflies are compared to a carpet because there are so many covering the ground, like a carpet covers a floor.


	Literary Device: personification

	Definition
	giving an inanimate object human-like characteristics

	Example from the Text
	“The waters here were dark and angry, almost violent—nothing like our friendly swimming hole” (46).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	“Angry” and “violent” are human characteristics. This means that the water is unfamiliar, moving quickly and uncontrollably. “Friendly” is a human characteristic. This means that the swimming hole is familiar to the girls.


	Literary Device: imagery

	Definition
	language that creates a mental image for the reader, using sensory descriptions

	Example from the Text
	“They ran along the bank, skirting it so closely that pebbles flew off their footsteps and bounced down into the water” (45).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	Words like skirting it, flew off, and bounced down create a mental image of how fast they are running. These words describe a lot of action.


	Literary Device: hyperbole

	Definition
	use of exaggeration to emphasize a point

	Example from the Text
	“She usually wails louder than a smoke alarm” (75).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	Odilia is comparing Pita’s wailing to a smoke alarm because the average person cannot actually yell over a smoke alarm because it is too loud. This means Pita yells loudly.


	Literary Device: pun

	Definition
	a play on words based on two words that are close in sound but different in meaning

	Example from the Text
	“Well, I think I’m going to need some help. He weighs a ton. Dead weight, you know” (60).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	Juanita is playing with the use of the word dead, making a joke 
because the man is dead.


	Literary Device: verbal irony

	Definition
	using language that means the opposite of what you mean for humor or dramatic effect

	Example from the Text
	“’Oh, great,’ I retorted” (61).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	Odilia says “oh, great,” but what she actually means is exactly the opposite because she doesn’t think using perfume is going to work.


Analyze Figurative Language Note-Catcher

RL.8.4, L.8.5a

Name:
Date:


Directions: Read the literary device, fill in the definition, and see the example of the literary device from Summer of the Mariposas. Work with a partner or your group to infer the deeper meaning of each example. Record your response in the far-right column.
Figurative Language: language used to convey something that is different from the literal definition (the definition you might find in a dictionary)
	Literary Device: simile

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“His thick tresses floated loosely around his head like the black tentacles of a sea monster” (6).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	


	Literary Device: metaphor

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“Standing beside the hackberry shrubs with hundreds of empty desiccated cocoons still clinging to their branches and a carpet of butterfly corpses under her feet, La Llorona did not look anything like a malevolent specter” (51).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	


	Literary Device: personification

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“The waters here were dark and angry, almost violent—nothing like our friendly swimming hole” (46).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	


	Literary Device: imagery

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“They ran along the bank, skirting it so closely that pebbles flew off their footsteps and bounced down into the water” (45).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	


	Literary Device: hyperbole

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“She usually wails louder than a smoke alarm” (75).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	


	Literary Device: pun

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“Well, I think I’m going to need some help. He weighs a ton. Dead weight, you know” (60).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	


	Literary Device: verbal irony

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“’Oh, great,’ I retorted” (61).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	


Analyze Figurative Language Note-Catcher

RL.8.4

Name:
Date:


Directions: Read the literary device, fill in the definition, and see the example of the literary device from Summer of the Mariposas. Work with a partner or your group to infer the deeper meaning of each example. Record your response in the far-right column.

Figurative Language: language used to convey something that is different from the literal definition (the definition you might find in a dictionary)

Add the following definitions of literary devices to the appropriate row in the charts on the following pages:

· language that creates a mental image for the reader, using sensory descriptions

· a comparison of two unlike things

· using language that means the opposite of what you mean for humor or dramatic effect

· giving an inanimate object human-like characteristics

· use of exaggeration to emphasize a point

· a comparison of two unlike things using like or as
· a play on words based on two words that are close in sound but different in meaning

	Literary Device: simile

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“His thick tresses floated loosely around his head like the black tentacles of a sea monster” (6).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	The dead man’s hair is compared to
because 


	Literary Device: metaphor

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“Standing beside the hackberry shrubs with hundreds of empty desiccated cocoons still clinging to their branches and a carpet of butterfly corpses under her feet, La Llorona did not look anything like a malevolent specter” (51).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	The dead butterflies are compared to

because


	Literary Device: personification

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“The waters here were dark and angry, almost violent—nothing like our friendly swimming hole” (46).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	“Angry” and “violent” are human characteristics. This means that

“Friendly” is a human characteristic. This means that




	Literary Device: imagery

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“They ran along the bank, skirting it so closely that pebbles flew off their footsteps and bounced down into the water” (45).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	Words like skirting it, flew off, and bounced down create a mental image of

These words describe


	Literary Device: hyperbole

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“She usually wails louder than a smoke alarm” (75).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	Odilia is comparing

to

because the average person cannot actually yell over a smoke alarm because it is too loud. This means


	Literary Device: pun

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“Well, I think I’m going to need some help. He weighs a ton. Dead weight, you know” (60).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	Juanita is playing with the use of the word dead, making a joke because


	Literary Device: verbal irony

	Definition
	

	Example from the Text
	“Oh, great,” I retorted (61).

	Inference 
(What does this mean?)
	Odilia says “Oh, great,” but what she actually means is exactly the opposite because


Synopsis: Summer of the Mariposas, Chapter 6

Name:
Date:


· The girls arrive in El Sacrificio and ask for directions to the drowned man’s house. 

· La Llorona appears to Odilia again and warns her that she will have to face her fears.

· They arrive during a quinceañera at the house of the drowned man, and the girls do not want to share the news of the drowned man’s death.

· Relatives see the drowned man in the car and don’t realize he is dead at first.

· Once they realize he is dead, the birthday celebration turns into a wake.
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