	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Folklore of Latin America
	Grade 8: Module 1: Unit 3 Homework Resources (for Families)



Unit 3: Compare and Contrast Essay: Summer of the Mariposas and Latin American Folklore
Common Core State Standards addressed:

· RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.9

· RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.10

· W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.9, W.8.10

· L.8.4, L.8.6
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 Guiding Questions and Big Ideas
Why do we see evidence of myths and traditional stories in modern narratives?

· Elements of myths and traditional stories often form the basis of modern narratives.
· We can learn about other cultures through engaging modern renderings of myths and traditional stories from other places.
· Myths and traditional stories have stood the test of time because they contain important cultural and moral messages that are still relevant today.
· Modern authors use myths and traditional stories as a basis for stories because the cultural and moral messages have stood the test of time.
How and why can we modernize myths and traditional stories to be meaningful to today’s audiences?

· We can use the themes, patterns of events, and character types from myths and traditional stories as a basis for modern narratives set in the present day.
What will your student be doing at school?

In the first half of the unit, students read informational texts relevant to Summer of the Mariposas and the topic to determine central idea and write a summary. In the second half of the unit, students write a literary analysis essay using the Painted Essay® structure comparing and contrasting how La Llorona was portrayed in Summer of the Mariposas with the original story, to explain how Guadalupe Garcia McCall has rendered the story new. For their end of unit assessment, students write another essay explaining how they modernized their own monster in the narrative piece they wrote in Unit 2.

Working to become ethical people and working to become effective learners are the habits of character emphasized in this unit. These are the specific skills students will focus on:

· I show empathy. This means I understand and share or take into account the feelings, situation, or attitude of others.

· I behave with integrity. This means I am honest and do the right thing, even when it’s difficult, because it is the right thing to do.

· I show respect. This means I appreciate the abilities, qualities, and achievements of others and treat myself, others, and the environment with care.

· I show compassion. This means I notice when others are sad or upset and try to help them.

· I can persevere. This means I challenge myself. When something is difficult or demanding, I keep trying and ask for help if I need it.

· I can collaborate. This means I can work well with others to accomplish a task or goal.

· I can take responsibility. This means I take ownership of my ideas, my work, my goals, and my actions.

· I can take initiative. This means I see what needs to be done and take the lead on making responsible decisions.

How can you support your student at home?

Share traditional stories from your culture or heritage with your student. Ask your student about the lessons that these stories were meant to teach and how those messages might still be relevant today.

Talk to your student about how family and culture have influenced your life. Share examples of your family and culture and the specific impacts they have had.

Watch films and research on the internet with your student to find out more about Latin American myths and legends. The novel your student is studying references a number of different mythological figures. Build background knowledge on this topic by discovering together the details of the figures named in the novel.

Read chapter books with your student and discuss the point of view of characters within the book. How does the point of view differ from your own perspective? What effect does that have on you as a reader? Discuss the themes that are revealed in the books and how the author has introduced and developed these themes.

Unit 3: Homework
In all lessons in this unit, homework focuses on research reading.

Research reading: When not reading their anchor text, your student is expected to independently research the topic by reading topic-related books of his or her choice for approximately 20 minutes each day and responding to a prompt of choice in the front of the independent reading journal. These are usually books your student will bring home from school; however, they may be topic-related books chosen by the student at the public or home library. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.

Choice reading: If your student would also like to independently read and respond to a book of free choice, he or she may use the back of the independent reading journal. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.

Vocabulary Logs

Students record new vocabulary in vocabulary logs and mark academic vocabulary with a symbol—for example, a star:

· Academic vocabulary: Words you might find in informational texts on many different topics. For example, the words evidence and rationale are words that could be found in books on any topic.

· Domain-specific vocabulary: Words about a particular topic. For example, the words tadpoles, frogspawn, and amphibian are some that would be found on the topic of frogs. 

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	1
	Students practice their skills of identifying central idea and analyzing its development in a text. Students practice identifying the meaning of unknown vocabulary and writing objective summaries. Students also participate in a group critique of a summary paragraph in order to revise their own.
	1. Selected and Constructed Response Questions: Central Idea: Students answer selected and constructed response questions about the central idea of chapter 17 of Summer of the Mariposas. 

2. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 2
	

	2
	Students read an essay, identify main ideas and key details, and write a summary of the essay for the mid-unit assessment.
	3. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 3
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	3
	Students will practice their skills of identifying central idea and analyzing its development in a text. Students will then practice writing a summary paragraph.
	4. Informational Texts and Vocabulary: Students explain domain-specific and academic vocabulary from previous lessons in their own words. Then they use real-world examples to further explain to their reader.

5. Students will read chapters 18 and 19 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 4
	

	4
	Students continue to read Summer of the Mariposas and continue to identify both new vocabulary and the gist of chapters 18 and 19. Then, students will begin to compare the depictions of La Llorona in La Llorona and Summer of the Mariposas.
	6. Compare and Contrast Characters: Students compare and contrast two monsters from Summer of the Mariposas and use evidence from the text to support their claims.

7. Students will read chapter 20 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 5
	

	5
	Students continue to read Summer of the Mariposas and continue to identify both new vocabulary and the gist of chapter 20. Then, students will begin to contrast the depictions of La Llorona in La Llorona and Summer of the Mariposas.
	8. Modernization of Characters: Students compare and contrast the modernized and original depictions of a popular fairy tale character.

9. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 6
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	6
	Students analyze a model compare and contrast essay using the Painted Essay® structure to generate criteria for their own essays.
	10. Compare and Contrast Character Depictions: Students identify details from Summer of the Mariposas that support claims about the depiction of a character.

11. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 7
	

	7
	Students participate in a Language Dive that guides them through the meaning and structure of the focus statement from the Compare and Contrast Model Essay; students then draft the introductory paragraph for their compare and contrast essay; students share their introductory paragraphs with their peers. In the Closing, students plan their end of unit assessment essay.
	12. Students will read chapter 21 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 8
	

	8
	Students continue to read Summer of the Mariposas, chapter 21, and draft the first proof paragraph for their compare and contrast essay.
	13. Students will read chapter 22 of Summer of the Mariposas, which will be discussed in the next lesson.
	Lesson 9
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	9
	Students finish Summer of the Mariposas and draft the second proof paragraph for their compare and contrast essay.
	14. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 10
	

	10
	Students draft the conclusion paragraph for their compare and contrast essay.
	15. Selected and Constructed Response Questions: Draft a Conclusion and Transitions: Students answer selected and constructed response questions about transition words and phrases in a concluding paragraph.

16. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 11
	

	11
	Students will briefly analyze a new Painted Essay® model and create a plan for their end of unit assessment essay using a graphic organizer.
	17. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 12
	

	12
	Students receive feedback on their mid-unit assessment and take their end of unit assessment, which asks them to write a second essay explaining how they modernized their monster from Latin American folklore.
	18. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 13
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	13
	Students review the performance task and analyze a model webpage in order to generate criteria for their own webpage. Then, students begin to build their own pages and write a summary together.
	19. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 14
	

	14
	Students complete their performance task by creating a webpage that houses their narrative writing piece from Unit 2 and their compare and contrast essay from the Unit 3 end of unit assessment. They will be able to share their work with a wider audience.
	20. Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Module 2, 
Unit 1, Lesson 1
	


Independent Reading

Directions: Remember to record responses to research reading in the front of your independent reading journal and responses to choice reading in the back. Try to choose a different prompt each time. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Underline vocabulary found during independent reading.

Record:

· Date

· Title and author of your reading book

· Pages you have read

· Prompt

· Response

Example:

Date: 10/13/2020

Book Title and Author: Summer of the Mariposas by Guadalupe Garcia McCall

Pages Read: 170–182

Prompt: What theme is present in the text you read? Give text details that convey that theme.
Response: This chapter develops the theme that things are not always as they appear. This theme is developed when the sisters meet an injured donkey and Pita feels sorry for him and also believes that she can talk to him. Pita assures her sisters that the donkey is kind and will help them find shelter for the night. However, as they begin to travel, the donkey begins to run, carrying the girls quickly across a field. He brings them to an ominous cave. Then, the donkey begins talking in a deep male voice and the sisters know that something is wrong. He casts a spell on the girls and they fall asleep in his cave. This develops the theme that things are not always as they appear, because the sisters trust the lame little donkey, only to find out he is a sorcerer.

Consider using the following independent reading prompts.

· How does this text add to your understanding of one of the guiding questions of the module?

· How does (character) change his/her point of view over the course of the plot?

· If you were (character), what would you do differently? How is your point of view different from that of the character?

· If the text contains a myth, what is the purpose of the myth?

· Which habits of character are demonstrated in the text? Explain.

· Record two or three facts in your own words that you learned from the text.

· Summarize your research reading today in no more than five sentences.

· What theme is present in the text you read? Give text details that convey that theme.

· What questions do you have about the topic after reading?

· Choose one new word from your reading today and analyze it on a vocabulary square:
	Definition in your own words
	Synonyms (words with the same meaning)

	Words with the same affix or root
	Sketch

	Translation in home language (if appropriate)


Vocabulary

Directions: In the classroom, you have been recording words from your texts in your vocabulary log. Throughout this unit, you have been research reading topic-related books at home to build your knowledge of mythology and recording words in your independent reading journal.

Choose a word from your research reading or from a text you’ve read in class and add the word to your vocabulary log. Try to choose a different word to add and to practice a different vocabulary strategy each time. For each word, be sure to add the following:

21. The definition, or meaning, of the word

22. The vocabulary strategy you used to figure out the meaning of the word

23. A sketch or diagram that helps you to better understand the meaning of the word

Vocabulary Strategies

As a reminder, the vocabulary strategies we’ve been working on in class are listed below:

· Context: Read the sentence around the word.

· Look at the affixes for clues.

· Look at the root of the word for clues.

· Use a dictionary.

· Discuss the word with another person (after attempting some of the above strategies).
Homework: Selected and Constructed 
Response Questions: Central Idea

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread chapter 17 of Summer of the Mariposas. Answer the following questions about the central idea of the chapter.

24. Which of the following is central idea in this text? (RI.8.2)

a. The Aztecs are the ancestors of the Garza sisters.

b. The Garza sisters have a rich cultural ancestry.
c. The Garza sisters are always protected by Ixtali.

d. The Aztecs are connected to the people of Mexico.

25. Using evidence from the text, identify two moments in the chapter that show how the author developed the central idea over the course of the chapter. (RL.8.1)

“‘This is the goddess’s gift to you,’ she said. A vision, to always remember who you are, where you came from, as you develop a better future” (280).
“‘You are not traveling back in time,’ Ixtali said. ‘You are moving forward, gliding across Texcoco Lake, where your mother’s people made their home’” (279).

Homework: Informational Texts and
Vocabulary

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: In the chart below, explain each of the vocabulary words from previous lessons in your own words. Provide examples from outside of the text that help your readers understand the meanings of the words.

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition in Your Own Words
	Example

	Folklore
	Cultural stories passed down from generation to generation that may or may not be true.
	Bigfoot is a part of North American folklore. People have claimed to see this hairy giant, but no one knows for sure. 

	Connotation
	Meaning that people associate with a word that may be different from the actual meaning of a word. 
	The word “childlike” has a positive connotation. People think of the way a child plays and how a child has an innocent and great imagination. However, the word “childish” has a negative connotation. People think someone is immature like a child and acts younger than they should.

	Empathy
	Trying to understand how someone else feels
	My little sister can be annoying, but I try to empathize because I was once her age. I understand how it feels to be lonely and not have people your age to play with. 

	Allusion
	A reference to a significant moment in history, culture, literature, or politics. 
	If you are a person who is grouchy, especially around the holidays, someone may call you a Scrooge. This is from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. 


Homework: Compare and Contrast Characters

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Compare the following characters of Summer of the Mariposas in the chart below. Use evidence from the text to support your analysis.

	The Nagual vs. Lechuzas

	Compare
	Contrast

	The Garza girls get into a physical altercation with the nagual and the lechuzas: “. . . I turned and kicked him in the stomach with such force that he fell to the ground” (187); “. . . she dug her sharp talons deeper into my chest” (205).
Both the nagual and the lechuzas are defeated with magic: “He lay on the ground helplessly paralyzed by the musical notes emanating from the pendant” (187); “Shorter and shorter it got, and slower and slower the lechuzas flew . . .” (210).
	The nagual puts a spell on the girls: “The nagual kept chanting different verses of the same spell, and before we knew it we were all on the ground . . .” (182).
The nagual first appears to the girls disguised as a donkey: “He’s an evil man, a sorcerer, not a donkey, and he’s trying to trick us” (181).
The nagual wants to sacrifice the girls to lift the spell on him: “Your death will release me from this curse” (185).
The lechuzas speak with the voices of women that the girls know: “Her words, spoken in Mama’s voice, pierced through my heart . . .” (205).
The lechuzas try to make the girls think they are terrible children: “According to them, we were evil children, spoiled rotten and selfish” (202).


Homework: Modernization of Characters

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Find a modernized story of a popular character from a fairy tale. Using the chart below, compare and contrast the original depiction of the character and the modernized version. You may use a novel or short story, or a television or film adaptation. 

	Pinocchio
(name of character)

Walt Disney production vs. Shrek I and Shrek II
(sources of the depictions)

	Compare
	Contrast

	Pinocchio is a wooden puppet that comes to life. 
Every time Pinocchio tells a lie, his nose grows.
Pinocchio’s nose grows every time he tells a lie. It is a surprise to those around him.
Pinocchio is easily influenced by his peers. He doesn’t think for himself.
Pinocchio is a sweet and kind character with a high-pitched voice.
	The Shrek depictions mocks the Pinocchio character by allowing him to become a real boy for a moment, then switches him back to a wooden puppet.
In the original depiction, Pinocchio tells lies to keep himself out of trouble. He is innocent and doesn’t know right from wrong. In the Shrek version, Pinocchio tells lies so he is not embarrassed in front of his friends. 
In the Disney version, people are surprised when Pinocchio’s nose grows. In the Shrek version, Pinocchio’s friends ask him questions that they know he will answer with a lie. They know his nose will grow long as a result and they use his long nose to save them from danger.


Homework: Compare and Contrast 
Character Depictions

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: In the chart below, identify the details from Summer of the Mariposas that demonstrate each claim about Mama’s depiction.

	Explanation of Mama’s Depiction
	Details from the Text

	Mama is depicted as a hardworking woman, struggling to take care of family by herself.
	“After all, it wasn’t like she had many career options without a high school diploma . . . she met and married Papa when she was just seventeen years old. Up to now he’d always taken care of her” (35).

	Mama is passive and doesn’t always talk about how she is feeling.
	“They turned to look at Mama. Her eyes were brimming with unshed tears. But instead of saying anything, she pressed her lips together, swallowed hard, and looked away” (295).

	Mama is a protective mother. She is willing to take action to keep her children safe.
	“‘Don’t you ever lay a finger on my daughters again!’ . . . Papa’s woman didn’t know what hit her—before she knew what had happened, she was flat on her butt on the floor in front of Mama” (310).

	Mama betters herself professionally and personally. She is a happier person.
	“Within months she’d taken her GED test . . . started to attend community college and got a new job . . . Mama was happier and more radiant than we’d ever seen her” (332).


Homework: Selected and Constructed Response Questions: Draft a Conclusion and
Transitions

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: The following sentences are from the conclusion paragraph from the Model Essay about the modernization of the Peuchen. Identify the transition word or phrase that best fits each sentence.

Sentence 1: I have kept many of the physical characteristics of the original Peuchen monster remaining in the new scene the same, to ensure it is recognizable as the character from Latin American folklore.

26. Sentence 2: At the same time, I have modernized the monster for a new purpose, to illustrate the theme that things are not always as they appear.

a. Similarly

b. Additionally
c. For example

d. In due time

27. Sentence 3: Stories written today often contain modernized elements of folklore stories because those elements are still meaningful and relevant today. 

a. as
b. while

c. although

d. of course

Sentence 4: My new version of the monster can help us see that we live in a society of individuals from many different cultures and ethnic backgrounds, and we don’t all look the same. 

28. Sentence 5: Instead of judging people negatively by their appearance, or assuming we understand everything about them, we should celebrate this diversity. 

a. In spite of

b. Even though

c. Rather than
d. After all

Sentence 6: We should learn what people are really like.

29. Which transition word or phrase can you add to replace “hopefully” at the beginning of the following sentence to conclude the essay?

Sentence 7: Hopefully readers will also understand that just because someone or something looks different, it doesn’t mean they are bad or scary.

Ultimately, All in all

Homework: Selected and Constructed 
Response Questions: Central Idea

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread chapter 17 of Summer of the Mariposas. Answer the following questions about the central idea of the chapter.

30. Which of the following is central idea in this text? (RI.8.2)

a. The Aztecs are the ancestors of the Garza sisters.

b. The Garza sisters have a rich cultural ancestry.

c. The Garza sisters are always protected by Ixtali.

d. The Aztecs are connected to the people of Mexico.

31. Using evidence from the text, identify two moments in the chapter that show how the author developed the central idea over the course of the chapter. (RL.8.1)

Homework: Informational Texts and
Vocabulary

Name:
Date:


Directions: In the chart below, explain each of the vocabulary words from previous lessons in your own words. Provide examples from outside of the text that help your readers understand the meanings of the words.

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition in Your Own Words
	Example

	Folklore
	
	

	Connotation
	
	

	Empathy
	
	

	Allusion
	
	


Homework: Compare and Contrast Characters

Name:
Date:


Directions: Compare the following characters of Summer of the Mariposas in the chart below. Use evidence from the text to support your analysis.

	The Nagual vs. Lechuzas

	Compare
	Contrast

	
	


Homework: Modernization of Characters

Name:
Date:


Directions: Find a modernized story of a popular character from a fairy tale. Using the chart below, compare and contrast the original depiction of the character and the modernized version. You may use a novel or short story, or a television or film adaptation.

	_______________________________

(name of character)

______________________________________________________________

(sources of the depictions)

	Compare
	Contrast

	
	


Homework: Compare and Contrast Character Depictions

Name:
Date:


Directions: In the chart below, identify the details from Summer of the Mariposas that demonstrate each claim about Mama’s depiction.

	Explanation of
Mama’s Depiction
	Details from the Text

	Mama is depicted as a hardworking woman, struggling to take care of family by herself.
	

	Mama is passive and doesn’t always talk about how she is feeling.
	

	Mama is a protective mother. She is willing to take action to keep her children safe.
	

	Mama betters herself professionally and personally. She is a happier person.
	


Homework: Selected and Constructed 
Response Questions: Draft a Conclusion and Transitions

Name:
Date:


Directions: The following sentences are from the conclusion paragraph from the Model Essay about the modernization of the Peuchen. Identify the transition word or phrase that best fits each sentence.

Sentence 1: I have kept many of the physical characteristics of the original Peuchen monster remaining in the new scene the same, to ensure it is recognizable as the character from Latin American folklore.

32. Sentence 2: At the same time, I have modernized the monster for a new purpose, to illustrate the theme that things are not always as they appear.

a. Similarly

b. Additionally

c. For example

d. In due time

33. Sentence 3: Stories written today often contain modernized elements of folklore stories because those elements are still meaningful and relevant today. 

a. as

b. while

c. although

d. of course

Sentence 4: My new version of the monster can help us see that we live in a society of individuals from many different cultures and ethnic backgrounds, and we don’t all look the same. 

34. Sentence 5: Instead of judging people negatively by their appearance, or assuming we understand everything about them, we should celebrate this diversity. 

a. In spite of

b. Even though

c. Rather than

d. After all

Sentence 6: We should learn what people are really like.

35. Which transition word or phrase can you add to replace “hopefully” at the beginning of the following sentence to conclude the essay?

Sentence 7: Hopefully readers will also understand that just because someone or something looks different, it doesn’t mean they are bad or scary.
� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Some of the prompts will not be appropriate for the text students are reading. Invite students to choose a prompt that works for the text they have just read.
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