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Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 3
RL.8.2

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, answer the following question.

What do we already know about the legend of La Llorona from Summer of the Mariposas?

Student answers will vary, but may include the following: During an argument with her husband, La Llorona’s children ran away. They fell into the river and drowned. She has visions of them and chases after them until they vanish. She forever mourns them. Legend says she threw her children in the river. Parents warn their children to stay away so La Llorona doesn’t throw them in the river.
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La Llorona
This is a story that the old ones have been telling to children for hundreds of years. It is a sad tale, but it lives strong in the memories of the people, and there are many who swear that it is true.

Long years ago in a humble little village there lived a fine looking girl named Maria. Some say she was the most beautiful girl in the world! And because she was so beautiful, Maria thought she was better than everyone else.

As Maria grew older, her beauty increased. And her pride in her beauty grew too. When she was a young woman, she would not even look at the young men from her village. They weren’t good enough for her! “When I marry,” Maria would say, “I will marry the most handsome man in the world.”

And then one day, into Maria’s village rode a man who seemed to be just the one she had been talking about. He was a dashing young ranchero, the son of a wealthy rancher from the southern plains. He could ride like a Comanche! In fact, if he owned a horse, and it grew tame, he would give it away and go rope a wild horse from the plains. He thought it wasn’t manly to ride a horse if it wasn’t half wild. 

He was handsome! And he could play the guitar and sing beautifully. Maria made up her mind—that was the man for her! She knew just the tricks to win his attention. 

If the ranchero spoke when they met on the pathway, she would turn her head away. When he came to her house in the evening to play his guitar and serenade her, she wouldn’t even come to the window. She refused all his costly gifts. The young man fell for her tricks. “That haughty girl, Maria, Maria!” he said to himself. “I know I can win her heart. I swear I’ll marry that girl.”

And so everything turned out as Maria planned. Before long, she and the ranchero became engaged and soon they were married. At first, things were fine. They had two children and they seemed to be a happy family together. But after a few years, the ranchero went back to the wild life of the prairies. He would leave town and be gone for months at a time. And when he returned home, it was only to visit his children. He seemed to care nothing for the beautiful Maria. He even talked of setting Maria aside and marrying a woman of his own wealthy class.

As proud as Maria was, of course she became very angry with the ranchero. She also began to feel anger toward her children, because he paid attention to them, but just ignored her. One evening, as Maria was strolling with her two children on the shady pathway near the river, the ranchero came by in a carriage. An elegant lady sat on the seat beside him. He stopped and spoke to his children, but he didn’t even look at Maria. He whipped the horses on up the street.

When she saw that, a terrible rage filled Maria, and it all turned against her children. And although it is sad to tell, the story says that in her anger Maria seized her two children and threw them into the river! But as they disappeared down the stream, she realized what she had done! She ran down the bank of the river, reaching out her arms to them. But they were long gone.

The next morning, a traveler brought word to the villagers that a beautiful woman lay dead on the bank of the river. That is where they found Maria, and they laid her to rest where she had fallen.

But the first night Maria was in the grave, the villagers heard the sound of crying down by the river. It was not the wind, it was La Llorona crying. “Where are my children?” And they saw a woman walking up and down the bank of the river, dressed in a long white robe, the way they had dressed Maria for burial. On many a dark night they saw her walk the river bank and cry for her children. And so they no longer spoke of her as Maria. They called her La Llorona, the weeping woman. And by that name she is known to this day. Children are warned not to go out in the dark, for, La Llorona might snatch them and never return them.

From La Llorona by Joe Hayes, copyright © 2006. Reprinted by permission of Cinco Puntos Press www.cincopuntos.com. All rights reserved.
Close Reading Guide: La Llorona
RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RL.8.3

(For Teacher Reference)

Purpose and Notes

· The purpose of this close read is for students to determine a theme of the text and identify how it is developed in the text. Students will use this information to write a summary. 

· There is no note-catcher for this close read; rather, students answer two multiple choice questions and write a partner summary on Close Reading Culminating Task: La Llorona.

· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Think-Pair-Share, Conversation Cues, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.

Entire Text
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Entire Text
	· Read the whole text aloud as students read along silently in their heads. Invite students to Turn and Talk with a partner and then cold call students to share out: “What is this text about?” (It is the story of La Llorona, the weeping woman.)

· Explain that now you will look closely at sections of the text in order to identify the central idea and to understand how the central idea of the text is conveyed. 


Paragraphs 2–3
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Paragraphs 2–3
	· Focus students on the second and third paragraphs, and invite them to read them aloud chorally with you. Briefly explain that they will be looking more closely at each section of the text in order to determine a theme. If necessary, remind students that there is often more than one theme in a text and that a theme is the message(s) or main idea(s) relevant to the real world that the author wants the reader to take away from reading the literary text.

· Explain that in order to determine theme, readers need to pay careful attention to what it is the author wants us to know about La Llorona and the observation about the world that we can see in this story. 

· Ask: “What do we learn about Maria in this paragraph?” (She is beautiful and proud—she thinks she is better than others.) 

· Ask: “How can Maria be characterized?” (She is haughty and deceitful.)

· Explain to students that the word hubris means excessive pride or self-confidence, and we might say that Maria had great hubris.


Paragraphs 4–5
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Paragraphs 4–5
	· Focus students on the fourth and fifth paragraphs, and invite them to reread the paragraphs. 

· Ask: “How does Maria win her husband?” (She wins him by playing tricks to make him feel that he needs to win her affection.)


Paragraph 6
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Paragraph 6
	· Focus students on the sixth paragraph, and invite them to reread the paragraph. 

· Ask: “What happened to Maria? How does her marriage turn out?” (Maria’s husband does not love her. He leaves for long periods of time and comes back only to visit his children. He talks about taking another woman.)

· Ask: “Why might this have happened?” (This happened because Maria was too proud and tried to trick her husband into being with her.)


Paragraphs 7–8
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Paragraphs 7–8
	· Focus students on the seventh and eighth paragraphs, and invite them to reread the paragraph. 

· Explain to students that every story has a central conflict. A conflict is any struggle between the character and someone or something else (including, sometimes, himself). Often, the conflict is a challenge to be met or a problem to be solved. This type of conflict for the main character or characters is what drives each and every story—it is the focus of the story. Without it, the story would have no point or purpose. Often a conflict (or struggle, or problem), and the way the characters respond to and resolve it, can help us understand the message relevant to the real world that the author wants us to understand.

· Ask: “What is the central conflict of this text, and how does Maria respond?” (Maria’s husband shows up with another woman and in her anger, Maria throws her children into the river, drowning them.)

· Ask: “Why might this have happened? What might the story be saying about the danger of pride and anger?” (This happened because Maria was too proud, and she acted out anger. The story seems to point out that action taken in anger can lead to terrible results for others.)


Paragraphs 9–10
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Paragraphs 9–10
	· Focus students on the ninth and tenth paragraphs, and invite them to reread the paragraph. 

· Explain to students that the word demise means death and ending, or a loss of life.

· Ask: “Explain Maria’s demise. How is she transformed? What might the story be saying about the danger of pride and anger for the angry person herself?” (Maria is said to be transformed into a ghost, now called La Llorona, “The Weeping Woman,” who wanders endlessly weeping and searching for her children. She is cursed due to her choices and her punishment is eternal sadness, without redemption, as she serves as a warning to others. The story seems to point out that pride and anger lead to destruction and endless grief.)


Culminating Task
	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Culminating Task
	· Read the culminating task out loud. Explain that students will answer two questions, and then they will practice writing a summary of this myth with a partner.


Close Reading Culminating Task: 
La Llorona
RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Carefully read and answer the following questions.

1. What is Maria’s character flaw that leads to her eventual demise? (RL.8.3)
a. She is weak and shy.

b. She is bold and reckless.

c. She is proud and angry.
d. She is kind and naive.

2. Which of the following details conveys this characterization? Underline all that apply. (RL.8.1)
a. Long years ago in a humble little village there lived a fine looking girl named Maria.

b. Maria thought she was better than everyone else.
c. Maria made up her mind: that was, the man for her!

d. In her anger Maria seized her two children and threw them into the river!
3. What theme is developed through this story? (RL.8.2)
a. The things we wish for may not turn out as we had hoped.

b. Pride and rage can lead to grief and damaging results.
c. Not everyone turns out to be who they appear to be.

d. A mother’s love for her children is the strongest bond.

4. Write a summary of La Llorona by Joe Hayes. (RL.8.1, RL.8.2)
Be sure your summary includes

· an introduction to the text stating the title,

· the central idea,

· a brief synthesis of the main events of the text, and

· a statement of theme (the point or message the author wants you to take away) evident in the text. 

Sample student response: La Llorona by Joe Hayes tells the story of Maria, whose actions resulted in her curse to be a weeping woman wandering endless in search of her children. The story tells how Maria was beautiful and thought herself to be better than everyone else. When she met a wealthy man who she thought was worthy to be her husband, she used tricks to get him to marry her. However, after they had two children, he would often leave her, eventually returning with another woman. In her rage, Maria threw her children in to the river, where they drowned. She quickly realized her mistake and tried to follow them, only to die herself. The story goes that she is heard endlessly wandering by the river, wailing for her children, and so “They no longer spoke of her as Maria. They called her La Llorona, the weeping woman.” This suggests the theme that pride and rage can lead to grief and damaging results because Maria’s pride and anger led to her eternal pain.
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7. What theme is developed through this story? (RL.8.2)
a. The things we wish for may not turn out as we had hoped.

b. Pride and rage can lead to grief and damaging results.

c. Not everyone turns out to be who they appear to be.

d. A mother’s love for her children is the strongest bond.
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· a statement of theme (the point or message the author wants you to take away) evident in the text. 
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