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	Plastic Pollution
	Grade 7: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 5



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 5

SL.7.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, read the following excerpts of the film transcript that you will study in this lesson. Then respond in writing to the prompts below.  
TRANSCRIPT: “You can’t go anywhere without seeing food wrapped in plastic. You can’t go to a restaurant without, you know, takeout boxes being in plastic, hot foods going into plastic.” (1:18:30–1:18:33)

***

Like a rubbish bin, the earth is filling up with the stuff. There is nowhere else to put it. . . . It starts with the individual, and it starts with us.

MIKE DeGRUY: What do you do? You can’t possibly filter out these tiny particles from the entire ocean. You can’t filter the entire ocean. In fact, so much plastic is in the ocean now in a form that we really can’t get to it that I feel the emphasis needs to immediately shift toward stop putting it in. 

CRAIG: Mike DeGruy is right, but how do we get to the point where we can stop putting it in? (1:21:44–1:22:27)

***

CRAIG: Demand that your supermarket deliver your food products in paper or just as they come. They don’t need to be wrapped in plastic, and if they are, take the plastic off and leave it with them, and say, “You dispose of it and dispose of it properly.” Because once it becomes their problem, you’ll find that they will do something about it. Don’t put your plastic rubbish in a dumpster, where you know it’s going to landfill. (1:22:59–1:23:53)

1. What is the gist of these excerpts?

The earth is filling with plastic; we can’t filter it out of the ocean; demand that grocery stores deal with it.

2. What thoughts or questions do you have about them?

Answers will vary, but may include: It is overwhelming and troubling to know the earth is filling up with plastic. I was wondering whether we can filter it out of the ocean. I am shocked and worried that we can’t. What will happen to all the animals? Will they all die off? What can be done?

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.
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TRANSCRIPT: “You can’t go anywhere without seeing food wrapped in plastic. You can’t go to a restaurant without, you know, takeout boxes being in plastic, hot foods going into plastic.” (1:18:30–1:18:33)
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Like a rubbish bin, the earth is filling up with the stuff. There is nowhere else to put it. . . . It starts with the individual, and it starts with us.

MIKE DeGRUY: What do you do? You can’t possibly filter out these tiny particles from the entire ocean. You can’t filter the entire ocean. In fact, so much plastic is in the ocean now in a form that we really can’t get to it that I feel the emphasis needs to immediately shift toward stop putting it in. 
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CRAIG: Demand that your supermarket deliver your food products in paper or just as they come. They don’t need to be wrapped in plastic, and if they are, take the plastic off and leave it with them, and say, “You dispose of it and dispose of it properly.” Because once it becomes their problem, you’ll find that they will do something about it. Don’t put your plastic rubbish in a dumpster, where you know it’s going to landfill. (1:22:59–1:23:53)

3. What is the gist of these excerpts?

4. What thoughts or questions do you have about them?

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Analyze A Plastic Ocean 
(1:18:30–1:23:53) Note-Catcher

RI.7.7, SL.7.2, SL.7.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Part I

Directions: Use this chart to analyze the clip from A Plastic Ocean. Use the box labelled “Common Techniques in a Video” as a reference for your analysis.
	Common Techniques in a Video (for reference)

specific images, video, maps, graphics, narration, interviews, music

	Main Ideas:

Many restaurants and stores do not offer alternatives to plastic.
We can do something by demanding that stores minimize the use of plastic, or take care of plastic themselves.

	Techniques Used to Support Ideas in the Clip:

several scenes of Craig trying and failing to buy food without plastic, voiceover, music, text to introduce the speakers and places, graphics to illustrate plastic straws in the ocean

	Zoom in on an Excerpt:

TRANSCRIPT: Like a rubbish bin, the earth is filling up with the stuff. There is nowhere else to put it. . . . It starts with the individual, and it starts with us. (1:21:44–1:21:45)

How do the techniques in the video add to the meaning of the transcript and help develop ideas?

As the narrator says these words, the video shows images of plastic goods at the grocery store to illustrate the countless things that come wrapped in plastic. Then, as the narrator continues to speak, the video shows images of people picking up plastic from the ground and getting rid of it. These images help develop the idea that “it starts with the individual.” In other words, we are responsible for making a change.


Part II

Directions: In the boxes below, record the evidence and reasoning the speaker uses to support the given claim. If a claim has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the claim. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.

	Claim


	“You can’t go anywhere without seeing food wrapped in plastic. You can’t go to a restaurant without, you know, takeout boxes being in plastic, hot foods going into plastic.” (1:18:30–1:18:33)

	Evidence
	The video supports the claim by showing several scenes of Craig going to different restaurants and stores to try and buy food without plastic. Almost everywhere Craig goes, he can only find plastic. However, he only goes to a few places, so the evidence is not sufficient to support the claim that “you can’t go anywhere without seeing food wrapped in plastic.”
	Is the evidence sufficient?

YES

NO
Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

	Reasoning
	The reasoning is that if all the places Craig checked out use only plastic, then it must be true that “you can’t go anywhere without seeing food wrapped in plastic.” However, Craig didn’t go to very many places or provide additional data to show that most restaurants wrap their food in plastic, so this reasoning is not sound.
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


Who is making the claim, and why? How does this affect your evaluation of the claim?

The narrator of the movie is making the claim to support the idea that it is very difficult to find an alternative to plastic. We know she believes that plastic pollution should be reduced because she helped make the movie. The person making the claim chose which restaurants to go to and how many to visit for gathering evidence, so it does affect our evaluation of the claim.

Evaluate the overall argument in this part of the film. Is the evidence sufficient and relevant? Is the reasoning sound? How do the speaker’s viewpoints influence the strength of the argument?

The claim is that all food comes packaged in plastic. The evidence is relevant because it relates to the topic. However, the evidence is not sufficient because it just shows one person going to several places, and it is not a large enough sample to conclude that plastic is “everywhere.” The reasoning is not sound because the speakers did not gather sufficient evidence. The speakers may be biased because they believe plastic is bad, and they also chose the restaurants to go to, which affects our evaluation of the claim. Therefore, this argument is not very strong since the evidence is insufficient, affecting the reasoning and the overall argument.
Part III

Directions: Answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the video clip.

5. Reread this excerpt from the transcript and answer the questions that follow.

MIKE DeGRUY: What do you do? You can’t possibly filter out these tiny particles from the entire ocean. You can’t filter the entire ocean. In fact, so much plastic is in the ocean now in a form that we really can’t get to it that I feel the emphasis needs to immediately shift toward stop putting it in.

CRAIG: Mike DeGruy is right, but how do we get to the point where we can stop putting it in? (1:21:44–1:22:27)

Part A

What claim is Craig agreeing with when he says “Mike DeGruy is right”?

a. We need to discover new ways of recycling plastic.

b. We need to focus on not putting plastic in the ocean.
c. We need to find new kinds of plastic that are not toxic.

d. We need to attempt to take the plastic out of the oceans.

Part B

How does the video clarify this idea?

e. by providing text over the video to explain the situation

f. by adding music to show that there can be lighter solutions

g. by showing an animation of plastic straws being removed from the water
h. by using an interview with a recycling expert to address the problem

6. Read the excerpt from the transcript and answer the questions that follow.

CRAIG: Demand that your supermarket deliver your food products in paper or just as they come. They don’t need to be wrapped in plastic, and if they are, take the plastic off and leave it with them, and say, “You dispose of it and dispose of it properly.” Because once it becomes their problem, you’ll find that they will do something about it. Don’t put your plastic rubbish in a dumpster, where you know it’s going to landfill. (1:22:59–1:23:53)

Part A

What is the purpose of this section of the video?

a. to offer advice about how to reduce plastic
b. to blame viewers for the problem of plastic in the ocean

c. to offer other viewpoints about whether plastic is a problem

d. to explain why people value plastic over other kinds of materials

Part B

How does the video add to what Craig is saying in the transcript?

e. by using stories of individuals to show who is to blame

f. by using images and text to show the size of the problem
g. by using graphics to explain how most materials are made

h. by using expert interviews to explain why plastic is misunderstood

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Analyze A Plastic Ocean (1:18:30–1:23:53) 
Note-Catcher

RI.7.7, SL.7.2, SL.7.3

Name:
Date:


Part I

Directions: Use this chart to analyze the clip from A Plastic Ocean. Use the box labelled “Common Techniques in a Video” as a reference for your analysis.
	Common Techniques in a Video (for reference)

specific images, video, maps, graphics, narration, interviews, music

	Main Ideas:



	Techniques Used to Support Ideas in the Clip:



	Zoom in on an Excerpt:

TRANSCRIPT: Like a rubbish bin, the earth is filling up with the stuff. There is nowhere else to put it. . . . It starts with the individual, and it starts with us. (1:21:44–1:21:45)
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Part II

Directions: In the boxes below, record the evidence and reasoning the speaker uses to support the given claim. If a claim has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the claim. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.

	Claim
	“You can’t go anywhere without seeing food wrapped in plastic. You can’t go to a restaurant without, you know, takeout boxes being in plastic, hot foods going into plastic.” (1:18:30–1:18:33)

	Evidence
	
	Is the evidence sufficient?

YES

NO
Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

	Reasoning
	
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


Who is making the claim, and why? How does this affect your evaluation of the claim?

Evaluate the overall argument in this part of the film. Is the evidence sufficient and relevant? Is the reasoning sound? How do the speaker’s viewpoints influence the strength of the argument?

Part III

Directions: Answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the video clip.

7. Reread this excerpt from the transcript and answer the questions that follow.

MIKE DeGRUY: What do you do? You can’t possibly filter out these tiny particles from the entire ocean. You can’t filter the entire ocean. In fact, so much plastic is in the ocean now in a form that we really can’t get to it that I feel the emphasis needs to immediately shift toward stop putting it in.

CRAIG: Mike DeGruy is right, but how do we get to the point where we can stop putting it in? (1:21:44–1:22:27)

Part A

What claim is Craig agreeing with when he says “Mike DeGruy is right”?

a. We need to discover new ways of recycling plastic.

b. We need to focus on not putting plastic in the ocean.

c. We need to find new kinds of plastic that are not toxic.

d. We need to attempt to take the plastic out of the oceans.

Part B

How does the video clarify this idea?

e. by providing text over the video to explain the situation

f. by adding music to show that there can be lighter solutions

g. by showing an animation of plastic straws being removed from the water

h. by using an interview with a recycling expert to address the problem

8. Read the excerpt from the transcript and answer the questions that follow.

CRAIG: Demand that your supermarket deliver your food products in paper or just as they come. They don’t need to be wrapped in plastic, and if they are, take the plastic off and leave it with them, and say, “You dispose of it and dispose of it properly.” Because once it becomes their problem, you’ll find that they will do something about it. Don’t put your plastic rubbish in a dumpster, where you know it’s going to landfill. (1:22:59–1:23:53)

Part A

What is the purpose of this section of the video?

a. to offer advice about how to reduce plastic

b. to blame viewers for the problem of plastic in the ocean

c. to offer other viewpoints about whether plastic is a problem

d. to explain why people value plastic over other kinds of materials

Part B

How does the video add to what Craig is saying in the transcript?

e. by using stories of individuals to show who is to blame

f. by using images and text to show the size of the problem

g. by using graphics to explain how most materials are made

h. by using expert interviews to explain why plastic is misunderstood

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Analyze A Plastic Ocean (1:18:30–1:23:53) 
Note-Catcher

RI.7.7, SL.7.2, SL.7.3

Name:
Date:

Part I

Directions: Use this chart to analyze the clip from A Plastic Ocean. Use the box labelled “Common Techniques in a Video” as a reference for your analysis.

	Common Techniques in a Video (for reference)

specific images, video, maps, graphics, narration, interviews, music

	Main Ideas:



	Techniques Used to Support Ideas in the Clip:



	Zoom in on an Excerpt:

TRANSCRIPT: Like a rubbish bin, the earth is filling up with the stuff. There is nowhere else to put it. . . . It starts with the individual, and it starts with us. (1:21:44–1:21:45)

How do the techniques in the video add to the meaning of the transcript and help develop ideas?

As the narrator says these words, the video shows

Then, as the narrator continues to speak, the video shows

These images help develop the idea that




Part II

Directions: In the boxes below, record the evidence and reasoning the speaker uses to support the given claim. If a claim has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the claim. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.

	Claim
	“You can’t go anywhere without seeing food wrapped in plastic. You can’t go to a restaurant without, you know, takeout boxes being in plastic, hot foods going into plastic.” (1:18:30–1:18:33)

	Evidence
	The video supports the claim by showing

Almost everywhere Craig goes,

However, he only goes to a few places, so the evidence
	Is the evidence sufficient?

YES

NO

Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO



	Reasoning


	The reasoning is that

However, Craig didn’t go to very many places or provide


	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO




Who is making the claim, and why? How does this affect your evaluation of the claim?


The narrator of the movie is making the claim to support the idea that



We know she believes that



The person making the claim


Evaluate the overall argument in this part of the film. Is the evidence sufficient and relevant? Is the reasoning sound? How do the speaker’s viewpoints influence the strength of the argument?


The claim is that



The evidence is relevant because



However, the evidence is not sufficient because



The reasoning is not sound because



The speakers may be biased because



Therefore, this argument is not very strong since


Part III

Directions: Answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the video clip.

9. Reread this excerpt from the transcript and answer the questions that follow.

MIKE DeGRUY: What do you do? You can’t possibly filter out these tiny particles from the entire ocean. You can’t filter the entire ocean. In fact, so much plastic is in the ocean now in a form that we really can’t get to it that I feel the emphasis needs to immediately shift toward stop putting it in.

CRAIG: Mike DeGruy is right, but how do we get to the point where we can stop putting it in? (1:21:44–1:22:27)

Part A

What claim is Craig agreeing with when he says “Mike DeGruy is right”?

a. We need to discover new ways of recycling plastic.

b. We need to focus on not putting plastic in the ocean.

c. We need to find new kinds of plastic that are not toxic.

d. We need to attempt to take the plastic out of the oceans.

Part B
How does the video clarify this idea?

e. by providing text over the video to explain the situation

f. by adding music to show that there can be lighter solutions

g. by showing an animation of plastic straws being removed from the water

h. by using an interview with a recycling expert to address the problem

10. Read the excerpt from the transcript and answer the questions that follow.

CRAIG: Demand that your supermarket deliver your food products in paper or just as they come. They don’t need to be wrapped in plastic, and if they are, take the plastic off and leave it with them, and say, “You dispose of it and dispose of it properly.” Because once it becomes their problem, you’ll find that they will do something about it. Don’t put your plastic rubbish in a dumpster, where you know it’s going to landfill. (1:22:59–1:23:53)

Part A

What is the purpose of this section of the video?

a. to offer advice about how to reduce plastic

b. to blame viewers for the problem of plastic in the ocean

c. to offer other viewpoints about whether plastic is a problem

d. to explain why people value plastic over other kinds of materials

Part B
How does the video add to what Craig is saying in the transcript?

e. by using stories of individuals to show who is to blame

f. by using images and text to show the size of the problem

g. by using graphics to explain how most materials are made

h. by using expert interviews to explain why plastic is misunderstood

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.
5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide 

SL.7.1, L.7.1a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

Demand that your supermarket deliver your food products in paper or just as they come. (from A Plastic Ocean, 1:18:30–1:23:53)

Lesson 5 Placement 

Lead this Mini Language Dive after students analyze the video in Work Time A.

Rationale

· Module Guiding Question and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students respond to the guiding question (What can be done about plastic pollution?) by providing a specific suggestion for reducing plastic waste. This sentence also helps students address L.7.1a because it contains a complex noun clause that is functioning as a direct object.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it presents a command. It features a word written in the imperative mood followed by a noun clause.

· Transfer: Students use verbs written in the imperative mood to develop suggestions for reducing plastic pollution.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: Demand that your supermarket deliver your food products in paper or just as they come.
· Ask:

“What is the gist of this sentence?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)
· Read aloud the focus structure: that your supermarket deliver your food products in paper or just as they come.
· Ask:

“How do supermarkets usually deliver food products?” (They usually deliver food products in plastic packaging.)
“Why does the speaker of this sentence want people to demand something different?” (Demanding something different would reduce plastic waste.)
Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: Demand that your supermarket deliver your food products in paper or just as they come.
· Ask: 

“What does the word demand suggest about the author’s attitudes toward reducing plastic use?” (The use of the word demand suggests that the author thinks it is very important for people to be proactive in supermarkets to avoid plastic waste.)
“What if the author had used the verb ask instead?” (If the author had used the verb ask, it would have suggested that this was more optional and required permission.)
· If time allows, invite students to role-play these two exchanges, taking turns as the supermarket shopper and the supermarket worker. In one role play, the shopper can demand that the supermarket deliver their food products in paper; in the other, the shopper can ask that the products be delivered in paper.

· Ask:

“What kind of clause is this and what is its grammatical function in the sentence? How do you know?” (This is a noun clause and it is functioning as the direct object in the sentence. It is “receiving” the action of the verb demand.)
· Remind students of the sentence they analyzed in a Mini Language Dive from Lesson 3: Scientists estimate that there are more than five trillion pieces of plastic afloat in our oceans worldwide.
“How does this structure relate to the structure of this previous Mini Language Dive?” (Both structures feature noun clauses that function as the direct object of the verb.)
“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)
“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question What can be done about plastic pollution?” (Responses will vary, but may include: This sentence provides a clear suggestion about something people can do to reduce plastic waste.)
Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

_________________________ _____________________________________.

verb in imperative mood 
noun clause beginning with that
· Say:

“Use this frame to provide a clear suggestion for reducing plastic waste. Use your own words with your partners.”
· Possible student answers:

Make sure that restaurants and coffee shops allow you to use your own reusable to-go containers.
(verb + direct object)
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