	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Plastic Pollution
	Grade 7: Module 4: Unit 1 Homework Resources (for Families)



Unit 1: Build Background Knowledge: What Is Plastic Pollution?

Common Core State Standards addressed:   
· RI.7.1, RI.7.2, RI.7.6, RI.7.7, RI.7.10

· SL.7.2, SL.7.3

· L.7.4
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 Guiding Questions and Big Ideas

Where and how does plastic pollute?

· Plastic pollutes our world (especially our oceans) when people dispose of it incorrectly.
· Plastic pollution travels from land to the ocean and is taken by the currents in a big vortex called the North Pacific Gyre.
· Animals and people are being harmed by plastic pollution.
· Plastic entered our world in the 1950s, and, through marketing and lifestyle, has become ubiquitous.
What can be done about plastic pollution? What is being done? What can I do?

· There are three main points in the life cycle of plastic: the beginning (making plastic), the middle (buying and using plastic), and the end (disposing of plastic). 
· People try to combat plastic pollution with different solutions at these three points in the plastic life cycle.
· People who combat plastic pollution use their skills and learning to help others and to improve their environment and our world.
What will your student be doing at school?

In Lesson 1, students explore the topic of plastic pollution through a scavenger hunt throughout the school (or classroom), in which they document the kind of material they see in the garbage, recycling, and around their environment. In the same lesson, students begin studying the documentary A Plastic Ocean
. In each lesson throughout the first half of the unit, students view a film clip as a class several times. Then they work collaboratively to complete note-catchers and engage in discussions. 
For the first few lessons, students compare and contrast the film A Plastic Ocean to its transcript to analyze the different portrayals of plastic pollution. For example, students examine how the film’s images clarify and emphasize the points written in the transcript. Students also analyze the film’s main ideas and supporting details, as well as how the ideas in the video clarify the issue of plastic pollution. For instance, a central idea of the film is that plastic pollution is harmful to animals. They develop this central idea through expert interviews, images, and statistics. In the last third of the film, students identify and analyze the speakers’ arguments by evaluating their claims as well as the soundness of their reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of their evidence. For example, one claim a speaker makes is that governments can do more to reduce plastic by banning it. The speakers in the film use relevant and sufficient evidence by explaining how many local, state, and even federal governments have banned plastic items. Students complete the mid-unit assessment, in which they watch a clip of A Plastic Ocean and answer selected and constructed response questions to demonstrate their ability to identify main ideas and supporting details, compare the portrayal of a subject in the film and transcript, and evaluate the speakers’ arguments.

In the second half of Unit 1, students address big ideas about where and how plastic pollutes, as well as what can be done about plastic pollution. Students read the anchor text Trash Vortex by Danielle Smith-Llera, a complex informational text filled with images and diagrams about plastic pollution. As they read this text throughout the unit, students identify central ideas and supporting details. For example, a central idea of the text is that plastic can be harmful to people. The author supports this idea by explaining how plastic in the ocean gets broken down into tiny pieces that marine animals eat. Then humans eat the fish and the plastic, which can make them sick. Students also analyze the text for author’s purpose such as how the author writes narrative nonfiction stories to engage the reader and gives examples and statistics to inform the reader. Students also learn to analyze the text for how the author distinguishes her position from that of others. For example, the author contrasts her point of view that plastic is dangerous for the environment with the point of view of people from the 1950s and 1960s who didn’t know the dangers of plastic and thought it was only convenient and disposable. During the end of unit assessment, students read and analyze the end of Trash Vortex, answering selected and constructed response questions to analyze central ideas as well as the author’s purpose and how she distinguishes her position from others. 

Central to the EL Education curriculum is a focus on “habits of character” and social-emotional learning. Students work to become effective learners, developing mindsets and skills for success in college, career, and life (e.g., initiative, responsibility, perseverance, collaboration); work to become ethical people, treating others well and standing up for what is right (e.g., empathy, integrity, respect, compassion); and work to contribute to a better world, putting their learning to use to improve communities (e.g., citizenship, service).

In this unit, students focus on working to become effective learners as they persevere to analyze arguments in a documentary and the author’s purpose and point of view in complex texts. Students also take responsibility and initiative as they collaborate during in-class discussions and in group analysis work. Students focus on working to become ethical people by showing empathy and compassion for the people and animals threatened by pollution. As they explore the anchor texts A Plastic Ocean and Trash Vortex, students witness the habits of character that are exhibited by the filmmakers, experts, scientists, and author as they contribute to making the world a better place in numerous ways. The various people filmed in A Plastic Ocean model contributing to a better world as they inform the public about the problem of plastic pollution, inspire environmental action, share their knowledge, and work to pass laws or create inventions to reduce plastic pollution in order to improve their shared spaces and environment. The scientists and volunteers in A Plastic Ocean demonstrate other habits of character, such as taking initiative in studying the plastic in the ocean, collaborating with each other to try and improve the oceans, and persevering through cleanup efforts. 

How can you support your student at home?

Notice plastic waste in your home and plastic pollution in your neighborhood. Visit local waterways and/or storm drains to find signs of plastic pollution.

Explore with your student issues around plastic pollution. Read articles, nonfiction texts, and watch documentary films related to plastic pollution at various points during the plastic life cycle:

· Beginning: Finding alternatives to plastic

· Middle: Recycling or reusing plastic

· End: Cleaning up plastic pollution 

Watch documentary films, and discuss the following techniques:

· Images: still pictures shown on the screen

· Camera techniques: what the film shows and how the film shows it

· Music: mood that the music creates

· Voice-overs: what people off screen say

· Interviews: discussions between two or more people in which one asks questions and the other(s) answers

· Graphics: diagrams or other created images that explain information

· Statistics: pieces of data or facts

· Text: words printed on the screen

You may use questions such as the following for your conversations:

· How do the techniques (images, camera techniques, voice-overs, interviews, graphics, statistics, and text) in documentary films add to the impact of storytelling and develop claims?

· What are the central ideas in the text or documentary film? 

· What is the speaker’s argument and claims in the documentary film? Does the speaker use relevant and sufficient evidence and sound reasoning? 

· What is the author’s purpose and how is it developed? 

· What is the author’s point of view in the text? How does the author distinguish his or her position from that of others? 

· What do you think should be done about the problem of plastic pollution?

· How can we help with the problem of plastic pollution in our own home, neighborhood, or community?

Unit 1: Homework

In Lesson 1, students read the module guiding questions (listed above) and discuss them with a family member, talking about how the questions make them feel and why, and what the questions make them think about. Students can sketch or write their reflections. 

In Lessons 2–5, and 7 students write a brief paragraph to reflect on what they have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions they have. 

In Lesson 5, students read excerpts of the film transcript they will study in the following lesson and reflect on the text. After that they complete the Homework: Correctly Place Modifying Phrases by creating phrases without dangling modifiers.

In Lessons 8–10, students preread a chapter of Trash Vortex in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson. Students also use context and, if necessary, a dictionary to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary in the chapter. Then they record the words and their definitions in the correct section of their vocabulary log.

In Lessons 10–11, students answer selected and constructed response questions about central ideas, author’s purpose, and point of view in Trash Vortex. 

In Lessons 6–7 and 11–13, students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.

Research Reading: When not reading the anchor text, your student is expected to independently research the topic by reading topic-related books of his or her choice for approximately 20 minutes each day and responding to a prompt of choice in the front of the independent reading journal. These are usually books your student will bring home from school; however, they may be topic-related books chosen by the student at the public or your home library. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided below.
	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	1
	Students embark on a scavenger hunt to infer the topic of plastic pollution. Then they explore a clip of the documentary film A Plastic Ocean, watching the introduction to further their understanding of the plastic pollution.
	1. Homework: Module Guiding Questions Anchor Chart: Students complete the anchor chart to read and reflect on the guiding questions for the module and discuss them with their families. They should consider how the guiding questions make them feel. They can sketch or write about their ideas.
	Lesson 2
	

	2
	Students continue to explore a clip of the documentary film A Plastic Ocean by working as a class to identify the central ideas and to compare the way the transcript portrays a subject to the film’s portrayal. Then students have a silent discussion in writing on habits of character seen in the film.
	2. Homework: Reflect on Film: Students write a brief paragraph to reflect on what they have seen in the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions they have. 
	Lesson 3
	

	3
	Students form small groups to watch and analyze a clip of the film A Plastic Ocean, identifying the central ideas and comparing the portrayal of a subject in the transcript to the portrayal of a subject in the film. Students then answer selected response questions about the film.
	3. Homework: Reflect on Film and Transcript: Students write a brief paragraph to reflect on what they have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions they have. Then they read excerpts of the film transcript they will study in the following lesson and reflect on the text.
	Lesson 4
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	4
	Students form partnerships to watch and analyze a clip of the film A Plastic Ocean, identifying central ideas and comparing the portrayal of a subject in the transcript to the portrayal in the film. Students then work as a class, with the teacher modeling, to evaluate a speaker’s argument, identifying claims, evidence, and reasoning.
	4. Homework: Reflect on Film: Students write a brief paragraph to reflect on what they have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions they have.

5. Homework: Identify Correct and Incorrect Modifiers: Students identify sentences with and without dangling modifiers.
	Lesson 5
	

	5
	Students watch and independently analyze a clip of the film A Plastic Ocean, identifying central ideas and comparing the portrayal of a subject in the transcript to the portrayal of a subject in the film. Students then work in small groups to delineate a speaker’s argument, evaluating a speaker’s evidence, and reasoning.
	6. Homework: Reflect on Film and Transcript: Students write a brief paragraph reflecting on what they have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions they have. Then they read excerpts of the film transcript they will study in the following lesson and reflect on the text.

7. Homework: Correctly Place Modifiers: Students create sentences without dangling modifiers.
	Lesson 6
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	6
	Students watch and independently analyze a clip of the film A Plastic Ocean, identifying central ideas and comparing the portrayal of a subject in the transcript to the portrayal of a subject in the film, and delineate a speaker’s argument, evaluating the evidence and reasoning. Then students launch independent research reading, choosing an informational text about plastic pollution that interests them.
	8. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 7
	

	7
	Students complete their mid-unit assessment by answering selected and constructed response questions to compare the way a transcript of A Plastic Ocean portrays a subject to the way it is portrayed in the video. Students also delineate a speaker’s argument, evaluating the claims, evidence, and reasoning in clips of A Plastic Ocean.
	9. Homework: Reflect on Film: Students write in response to the following questions: How do you feel about what you are learning in the film A Plastic Ocean? What action might you like to take in response to the film?

10. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 8
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	8
	As a class, students explore the anchor text Trash Vortex. Then they read and analyze an excerpt of chapter 1 of Trash Vortex, identifying central ideas and author’s purpose. Students then engage in a collaborative discussion to compare content and purpose in the documentary film A Plastic Ocean and the anchor text Trash Vortex.
	11. Preread Anchor Text: Students should finish reading chapter 1 and preread chapter 2 of Trash Vortex in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson. Students choose one of the photos or graphics in chapter 2 and explain in a brief paragraph the author’s purpose for including it. Students also use context and, if necessary, a dictionary to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary in chapter 2 of Trash Vortex. Then they record the words and their definitions in the correct section of their vocabulary log.
	Lesson 9
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	9
	As a class, students read chapter 2 of Trash Vortex. Then, they form small groups to discuss and take notes on the central ideas of the text and the author’s purpose. Students then work as a class to analyze the author’s point of view and how she distinguishes her position from that of others. At the end of the lesson, students engage in a collaborative discussion about the big ideas the text is raising around plastic pollution.
	12. Homework: Analyze Point of View and Purpose: Trash Vortex, Chapter 2: Students answer selected and constructed response questions about central ideas, author’s purpose, and point of view in chapter 2.

13. Preread Anchor Text: Students preread 
chapter 3 of Trash Vortex in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson. Students use context and, if necessary, a dictionary to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary in chapter 3 of Trash Vortex. Then they record the words and their definitions in the correct section of their vocabulary log.
	Lesson 10
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	10


	Students form triads to read and analyze portions of chapter 3 in Trash Vortex, focusing on the central ideas of the text. Then they work in partnerships to analyze the author’s purpose and point of view. Student then form small groups to discuss the big ideas the text is raising about plastic pollution.
	14. Homework: Analyze Point of View and Purpose: Trash Vortex, Chapter 3: Students answer selected and constructed response questions about central ideas, author’s purpose, and point of view in chapter 3.

15. Preread Anchor Text: Students preread pages 44–49 of chapter 4 of Trash Vortex in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson. Students use context and if necessary a dictionary to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary in pages 44–49 of Trash Vortex. Then they record the words and their definitions in the correct section of their vocabulary log.
	Lesson 11
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	11
	Students work independently to read and analyze Trash Vortex for central ideas, author’s purpose, and how the author distinguishes her position from that of others. Then students engage in a collaborative discussion on author’s point of view and purpose.
	16. Homework: Analyze 
Point of View and Purpose: Trash Vortex, Pages 44–49: Students answer questions about the author’s point of view, purpose, and how she distinguishes her position from others in Trash Vortex.

17. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 12
	

	12–13
	Students complete their end of unit assessment by answering selected and constructed response questions to write an objective summary, analyze author’s point of view and purpose, and discuss how the author distinguishes her point of view from that of others. Students then share their independent research reading that they have done throughout the unit.
	18. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Unit 2, Lesson 1
	


Independent Reading 

Directions: Remember to record responses to research reading in the front of your independent reading journal and responses to choice reading in the back. Try to choose a different prompt each time. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Underline vocabulary found during independent reading.

Record:

· Date

· Title and author of your reading book

· Pages you have read

· Prompt

· Response

Example:

Date: 03/01/19

Book Title and Author: Trash Vortex by Danielle Smith-Llera

Pages Read: 26–37

Prompt: What is the author’s point of view in the text? How does the author distinguish his or her position from that of others? 

Response: The author’s point of view is that plastic is a huge problem. In this chapter, she distinguishes her own point of view from the point of view of most Americans in the 1950s and 1960s, which was that plastic is useful, beneficial, and disposable.

Consider using the following independent reading prompts.

· What are the central ideas in the text and how are they developed? 

· What is the author’s purpose and how is it developed? 

· What is the author’s point of view in the text? How does the author distinguish his or her position from that of others?

· Where and how does plastic pollute?

· What can be done about plastic pollution? What is being done about plastic pollution?

· Choose one new word from your reading today and analyze it on a vocabulary square.
	Definition in your own words


	Synonyms (words with the same meaning)



	Words with the same affix or root

	Sketch


	Translation in home language (if appropriate)




Vocabulary

Directions: In the classroom, you have been recording words from your texts in your vocabulary log. Throughout this unit, you have been research reading topic-related books at home to build your knowledge of plastic pollution and recording words in your independent reading journal. 

Choose a word from your research reading or from a text you’ve read in class and add the word to your vocabulary log. Try to choose a different word to add and to practice a different vocabulary strategy each time. For each word, be sure to add the following:

19. The definition, or meaning, of the word

20. The vocabulary strategy you used to figure out the meaning of the word

21. A sketch or diagram that helps you to better understand the meaning of the word

Record new vocabulary in vocabulary logs and mark academic vocabulary with a symbol, for example, a star:

· Academic vocabulary: words you might find in informational texts on many different topics. For example, the words evidence and rationale are words that could be found in books on any topic.

· Domain-specific vocabulary: words about a particular topic. For example, the words tadpoles, frogspawn, and amphibian are some that would be found on the topic of frogs.

Vocabulary Strategies

As a reminder, the vocabulary strategies we’ve been working on in class are listed below:

· Context: Read the sentence around the word.

· Look at the affixes for clues.

· Look at the root of the word for clues.

· Use a dictionary.

· Discuss the word with another person (after attempting some of the above strategies).
Homework: Reflect on Film: Lesson 2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: In the space below, write a brief paragraph reflecting on what you have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions you have.

Answers will vary but may include: So far in A Plastic Ocean, we have seen images of whales and other marine life having to deal with a large amount of plastic in the ocean. This was upsetting to see, especially after we saw the beauty of the whale in the clear ocean. We also saw images and statistics to help us understand how much plastic is made and used every day. The image of the narrator sitting on a pile of plastic really helped to show the problem. 

Some of my questions are: When did we start using so much plastic? Is there any way to get the plastic out of the ocean?

Homework: Reflect on Film 
and Transcript: Lesson 3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Respond in writing to the following prompts.

22. In the space below, write a brief paragraph reflecting on what you have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions you have.

Answers will vary but may include: So far, we have seen how much plastic is produced and thrown away every day and how this affects animals in the ocean, such as whales. Today we saw video of what looked like clear ocean, but it turned out to be water filled with tiny pieces of plastic. The plastic wasn’t visible until the people on the boat caught it in a net. This was really interesting and upsetting because it means that the problem is even worse than it appears at first. 

One question I have is: Can we clean up this tiny plastic without also catching fish and other ocean life?

23. Read the following excerpt of the film transcript that you will study in the following lesson. Then respond in writing to the prompts that follow.

CRAIG: Six containers full of nurdles. All of them broke up in the storm and disgorged most of their plastic bags into the sea. The vast majority broke open, and the contents spilled out. Run them through your fingers there. 

TRACEY: Just plastic pellets everywhere. It looked like snow on the beach. 

CRAIG: On the neighboring Lamma Island, they found tons of this stuff that had come ashore. It seems the company that made the nurdles has unwittingly put their signature on them—Sinopec, a giant Chinese oil company that makes nurdles for distribution worldwide. (37:18–38:11)

Part A

What is the gist of this excerpt?

Six containers of nurdles, tiny plastic pellets from a Chinese company, fell into the ocean in a storm.

Part B
What thoughts or questions do you have about it?

Answers will vary but may include: It is overwhelming and troubling to read and think about how much plastic ends up in the ocean. Some of these nurdles washed up on beaches. But some of it must have sunk into the ocean. And that’s just one accident. How many other accidents have there been? Can we clean the plastic out of the water?

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Homework: Reflect on Film: Lesson 4

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Respond in writing to the following prompt.

24. In the space below, write a brief paragraph reflecting on what you have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions you have.

Answers will vary but may include: In the video today, we saw what happens when containers of plastic nurdles are spilled into the ocean. The nurdles were everywhere, covering beaches and being swallowed by wildlife. This was difficult to watch, but it was also inspiring to see how many people got involved to clean up the beach once they heard about it. This makes me wonder, what else can be done to inspire people to help out with plastic pollution?

Homework: Identify Correct and 
Incorrect Modifiers

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Read the instructions, and respond to the items below.

Dangling modifiers are phrases that are meant to describe a noun in a sentence, but do not have a clear connection to the noun they are describing. This causes confusion in a sentence. 

Here is an example of a sentence that has a clear connection between the modifying phrase and the noun it is modifying:

After cleaning up the nurdles, Tracey moved on to the next task.

In this sentence, the phrase after cleaning up the nurdles is clearly describing something that Tracey just did. Compare this to the following sentence:

After cleaning up the nurdles, the next task was started.

This sentence is confusing because it isn’t clear who or what the phrase after cleaning up the nurdles is referring to. As readers, we may sense that the phrase is talking about a person, but the sentence does not tell us that person’s name. This makes the sentence confusing.

Directions: Practice identifying dangling modifiers and correct sentences below. For each item, put a check mark next to the correct sentence and underline the noun that the phrase in bold is modifying. (L.7.1c)

25. After watching the movie, the problem seems serious. _____

After watching the movie, I can see the problem is serious. 
26. Faced with all the facts about plastic pollution, people will usually want to do something. 
Faced with all the facts about plastic pollution, something should happen. _____

27. Trawling the ocean with large nets, tiny pieces of plastic are found. _____

Trawling the ocean with large nets, the scientists discovered tiny pieces of plastic. 
Homework: Reflect on Film and 
Transcript: Lesson 5

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Respond in writing to the following prompts.

28. In the space below, write a brief paragraph reflecting on what you have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions you have.

Answers will vary but may include: In this section of the video we saw how difficult it is to buy food at a grocery store or restaurant without encountering plastic. This made me think of how much plastic I deal with in my own life. I never really thought about how so much of the food I get is wrapped in plastic. This made me wonder, what can I do to convince stores to use something besides plastic to wrap food?

29. Read the following excerpts of the film transcript that you will study in the following lesson. Then respond in writing to the prompts below.

TANYA: We will all be better off if less plastic is manufactured in the first place. Scientists are already calling for governments to reclassify plastic as a hazardous substance because then existing laws about hazardous substances will already be in effect. Plastic bags and water bottles are the worst single-use offenders. What if we ban them outright to stop that vicious cycle? Rwanda is one of the very few countries that has banned plastic bags. 

WOMAN: Rwanda being an agricultural country, whereby we don’t have a lot of industries, we have tried to assess the impact of plastic bags on our soil, specifically, and on our animals, specifically livestock, then, after the assessment, we had to say that, “Why do we keep this when we know very well the negative impact of it?” (1:25:41–2:26:41)

Part A

What is the gist of this excerpt?

Rwanda assessed the impact of plastic bags; scientists want governments to classify plastic as hazardous; can we ban single-use plastic?

Part B
What thoughts or questions do you have about it?

Answers will vary but may include: I am happy to finally see people doing something about plastic pollution. A whole country has banned plastic bags. That’s very encouraging as is the idea that scientists could get governments to classify plastic as hazardous or ban single-use plastics. I do wonder, what can we use instead of plastic?

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Homework: Correctly Place Modifiers 

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Choose the two phrases that go together to make a complete sentence without a dangling modifier. Combine the phrases to make the sentence on the line below, adjusting capitalization as necessary. (L.7.1c)

30. people volunteered to help

once they were informed of the nurdles

the beach became clean

Once they were informed of the nurdles, people volunteered to help.

31. confused by the plastic in the ocean

it often gets eaten

sea creatures often accidentally eat it

Confused by the plastic in the ocean, sea creatures often accidentally eat it.

32. many people have started recycling

hoping to reduce plastic pollution

recycling has become popular

Hoping to reduce plastic pollution, many people have started recycling.

Homework: Analyze Point of View and
Purpose: Trash Vortex, Chapter 2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the excerpts from Trash Vortex, and select the correct response to answer the questions below.

33. Read the sentence below, and answer the question that follows.

“We were a nation of consumers now, a society increasingly democratized by our shared ability to enjoy the conveniences and comforts of modern life” (22).

What is the meaning of democratized as it is used in this sentence? (L.7.4)

a. made equal

b. made angry

c. made confused

d. made powerful 

34. Reread the paragraph on page 24 of Trash Vortex beginning “Yet humans have always found new forms . . .” and answer the question below.

What is the author’s point of view about how people treated plastic compared to other materials? (RI.7.6)

a. Like with other materials, people grew bored with plastic.

b. Unlike with other materials, people didn’t try to reuse plastic. 

c. Like with other materials, people didn’t think plastic would last long.

d. Unlike with other materials, people combined plastic with different substances.

35. What is the purpose of the paragraph on page 24 of Trash Vortex beginning “Plastic trash started accumulating where trash always had”? (RI.7.6)

a. to inform about the history of pollution of water

b. to persuade the reader of the need to take action 

c. to engage the reader about recycling success stories

d. to entertain with suspenseful stories about scientists

36. Write a brief objective summary of chapter 2 of Trash Vortex. Be sure to include two central ideas and how they are developed in the text. (RI.7.2)

Chapter 2 of Trash Vortex describes the history of plastic. The author tells the story of different materials throughout history and how plastic was discovered and perfected. With these examples, the author develops the central idea that humans have always looked to perfect new materials to make their lives easier. The author also develops a central idea that people did not understand the damage that plastic could do when it was first introduced. The author uses examples from magazines at the time and descriptions of plastic’s history. These examples show that people were quick to throw away plastic without thinking about the pollution it would cause. Finally, at the end of the chapter, the author develops the idea that plastic has become a big problem. She uses a quote from Charles Moore to emphasize this point. Throughout chapter 2, the author tells the history of plastic and how it has become a big problem today.

Homework: Analyze Point of View and 
Purpose: Trash Vortex, Chapter 3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the excerpts from Trash Vortex, and select the correct response to answer the questions below.

37. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
Reread the paragraph on pages 36–37 of Trash Vortex, beginning “Scientists in Plymouth, England, worked with a nature film director in 2015 . . .”

What is the author’s point of view about the video described in this paragraph? (RI.7.6)

a. It is unusual and surprising.

b. It is outdated and incorrect.

c. It is fascinating and inspiring.

d. It is confusing and unhelpful.

Part B
What word from the paragraph best helps convey the author’s point of view about the video? (RI.7.6)

e. startling

f. ingested

g. equipped

h. transparent

38. Reread the paragraph on page 38 of Trash Vortex beginning “Seafood, whether eaten raw or cooked, delivers . . .” and answer the question below.

What is the purpose of this paragraph in the text? (RI.7.6)

a. to entertain the reader with stories and facts about seafood across the world

b. to persuade the reader that he or she should no longer eat seafood from the ocean

c. to engage the reader with a history about how humans first began fishing for seafood

d. to inform about the importance of seafood and the dangers of its being contaminated

39. Reread the sentence below from page 40, and answer the question that follows.

“Hormones carry vital messages ranging from instructions telling the body how to grow and develop to messages that trigger emotions and feelings of hunger.”

What is the meaning of vital as it is used in this sentence? (L.7.4)

a. new

b. difficult

c. complex

d. important

40. Write a brief objective summary of chapter 3 of Trash Vortex. Be sure to include two central ideas and how they are developed in the text. (RI.7.2)

Chapter 3 of Trash Vortex talks about the harm that plastic does to sea life and how it gets into the ocean. The author describes how plastic is found everywhere. Then small animals eat the plastic and are eaten by bigger animals so that the plastic travels up the food chain. These examples develop the central idea that plastic causes great harm to ocean life. Another central idea is that plastic has many ways of getting into the ocean, from escaping from our clothes into the washing machine and coming from landfills that are not built properly. The author develops this central idea by describing how small some of the plastic is and the places where it flows into the ocean. Together these details develop the central ideas that plastic travels up the food chain and gets into our oceans through improper disposal.

Homework: Analyze Point of View and 
Purpose: Trash Vortex, Pages 44–49 

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the excerpts from Trash Vortex, and select the correct response to answer the questions below.

41. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What is the author’s purpose in discussing Plastiki on page 44? (RI.7.6)

a. to entertain the reader with jokes made about Plastiki
b. to persuade the reader to build their own version of Plastiki
c. to inform the reader of the similarities and differences between Plastiki and Charles Moore’s boat

d. to hook the reader about an interesting story about Plastiki, which was built from 12,500 used water bottles
Part B
Read the following sentence and answer the question below it:

“The bottle craft traveled through the gyre not as trash, but as part of a headline-grabbing expedition with a message.” (p. 46, RI.7.6)

How does this sentence develop the purpose you identified in Part A?

e. by amusing readers with surprising facts

f. by teaching that plastic is not the enemy

g. by convincing readers of the problem with plastic

h. by confirming the interest that people took in the story

42. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What point of view does the author present on page 46? (RI.7.6)

a. You can never catch up to the problem of trash in the ocean.

b. Ocean currents will naturally take care of the plastic pollution.

c. Vacuuming plastic pollution in the ocean won’t solve the problem.

d. Using plastic water bottles as a meal for bacteria won’t solve the problem.

Part B
Which of the following sentences best shows the author distinguishing one position from another position? (RI.7.6)

e. “Wax-loving worms enjoy munching on plastic bags.”

f. “These microbes use enzymes to cut up long polymers into bite-sized sections.”

g. “Some scientists are not hopeful that biodegradation will solve the plastic problem.”

h. “Scientists admire how, in a world full of plastics, they have found ways to turn them into food.

43. In the space below, write an objective summary of pages 44–49 of Trash Vortex. Be sure to include two central ideas and explain how they are developed in the text.

In pages 44–49 of Trash Vortex, the author discusses plastic pollution. Specifically, she names plastic disposal as the culprit for plastic litter that ends up in the ocean. In addition to naming the problem, she also discusses the solutions. One main solution is trying to get plastic to biodegrade or be eaten by organisms. Another main solution is to reuse and recycle plastic. The author presents these different solutions through explanations of each solution as well as scientists’ quotes that express their differing opinions of the effectiveness of these solutions. Together, these details develop the author’s position that there are different solutions to the plastic pollution problem.

Homework: Module Guiding 
Questions Anchor Chart

Name:
Date:

What thoughts do you have about the Guiding Questions for this module? Record your thoughts in the Notes column.

	Guiding Questions 
	Notes

	Where and how does plastic pollute?
	

	What can be done about plastic pollution?
	

	What is being done about plastic pollution?
	

	What can I do about plastic pollution?
	


Homework: Reflect on Film: Lesson 2

Name:
Date:

Directions: In the space below, write a brief paragraph reflecting on what you have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions you have.

Homework: Reflect on Film 
and Transcript: Lesson 3

Name:
Date:

Directions: Respond in writing to the following prompts.

44. In the space below, write a brief paragraph reflecting on what you have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions you have.

45. Read the following excerpt of the film transcript that you will study in the following lesson. Then respond in writing to the prompts that follow.

CRAIG: Six containers full of nurdles. All of them broke up in the storm and disgorged most of their plastic bags into the sea. The vast majority broke open, and the contents spilled out. Run them through your fingers there. 

TRACEY: Just plastic pellets everywhere. It looked like snow on the beach. 

CRAIG: On the neighboring Lamma Island, they found tons of this stuff that had come ashore. It seems the company that made the nurdles has unwittingly put their signature on them—Sinopec, a giant Chinese oil company that makes nurdles for distribution worldwide. (37:18–38:11)

Part A

What is the gist of this excerpt?

Part B
What thoughts or questions do you have about it?

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Homework: Reflect on Film: Lesson 4

Name:
Date:

Directions: Respond in writing to the following prompt.

46. In the space below, write a brief paragraph reflecting on what you have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions you have.

Homework: Identify Correct and 
Incorrect Modifiers

Name:
Date:

Directions: Read the instructions, and respond to the items below.

Dangling modifiers are phrases that are meant to describe a noun in a sentence, but do not have a clear connection to the noun they are describing. This causes confusion in a sentence. 

Here is an example of a sentence that has a clear connection between the modifying phrase and the noun it is modifying:

After cleaning up the nurdles, Tracey moved on to the next task.

In this sentence, the phrase after cleaning up the nurdles is clearly describing something that Tracey just did. Compare this to the following sentence:

After cleaning up the nurdles, the next task was started.

This sentence is confusing because it isn’t clear who or what the phrase after cleaning up the nurdles is referring to. As readers, we may sense that the phrase is talking about a person, but the sentence does not tell us that person’s name. This makes the sentence confusing.

Directions: Practice identifying dangling modifiers and correct sentences below. For each item, put a check mark next to the correct sentence and underline the noun that the phrase in bold is modifying. (L.7.1c)

47. After watching the movie, the problem seems serious. ____
After watching the movie, I can see the problem is serious. ____
48. Faced with all the facts about plastic pollution, people will usually want to do something. ____
Faced with all the facts about plastic pollution, something should happen. ____
49. Trawling the ocean with large nets, tiny pieces of plastic are found. ____
Trawling the ocean with large nets, the scientists discovered tiny pieces of plastic. ____
Homework: Reflect on Film 
and Transcript: Lesson 5

Name:
Date:

Directions: Respond in writing to the following prompts.

50. In the space below, write a brief paragraph reflecting on what you have seen of the documentary A Plastic Ocean so far, including questions you have.

51. Read the following excerpts of the film transcript that you will study in the following lesson. Then respond in writing to the prompts below.

TANYA: We will all be better off if less plastic is manufactured in the first place. Scientists are already calling for governments to reclassify plastic as a hazardous substance because then existing laws about hazardous substances will already be in effect. Plastic bags and water bottles are the worst single-use offenders. What if we ban them outright to stop that vicious cycle? Rwanda is one of the very few countries that has banned plastic bags. 

WOMAN: Rwanda being an agricultural country, whereby we don’t have a lot of industries, we have tried to assess the impact of plastic bags on our soil, specifically, and on our animals, specifically livestock, then, after the assessment, we had to say that, “Why do we keep this when we know very well the negative impact of it?” (1:25:41–2:26:41)

Part A

What is the gist of this excerpt?

Part B
What thoughts or questions do you have about it?

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Homework: Correctly Place Modifiers 

Name:
Date:

Directions: Choose the two phrases that go together to make a complete sentence without a dangling modifier. Combine the phrases to make the sentence on the line below, adjusting capitalization as necessary. (L.7.1c)

52. people volunteered to help

once they were informed of the nurdles

the beach became clean

53. confused by the plastic in the ocean

it often gets eaten

sea creatures often accidentally eat it

54. many people have started recycling

hoping to reduce plastic pollution

recycling has become popular

Homework: Reflect on Film: Lesson 7

Name:
Date:

Directions: Respond to the following questions with a paragraph or two of QuickWrite responses.

55. How do you feel about what you are learning in the film A Plastic Ocean? 

56. What action might you like to take in response to the film?

Homework: Analyze Point of View and 
Purpose: Trash Vortex, Chapter 2

Name:
Date:

Directions: Read the excerpts from Trash Vortex, and select the correct response to answer the questions below.

57. Read the sentence below, and answer the question that follows.

“We were a nation of consumers now, a society increasingly democratized by our shared ability to enjoy the conveniences and comforts of modern life” (22).

What is the meaning of democratized as it is used in this sentence? (L.7.4)

a. made equal

b. made angry

c. made confused

d. made powerful 

58. Reread the paragraph on page 24 of Trash Vortex beginning “Yet humans have always found new forms . . .” and answer the question below.

What is the author’s point of view about how people treated plastic compared to other materials? (RI.7.6)

a. Like other materials, people grew bored with plastic.

b. Unlike other materials, people didn’t try to reuse plastic. 

c. Like other materials, people didn’t think plastic would last long.

d. Unlike other materials, people combined plastic with different substances.

59. What is the purpose of the paragraph on page 24 of Trash Vortex beginning “Plastic trash started accumulating where trash always had”? (RI.7.6)

a. to inform about the history of pollution of water

b. to persuade the reader of the need to take action 

c. to engage the reader about recycling success stories

d. to entertain with suspenseful stories about scientists

60. Write a brief objective summary of chapter 2 of Trash Vortex. Be sure to include two central ideas and how they are developed in the text. (RI.7.2)

Homework: Analyze Point of View and 
Purpose: Trash Vortex, Chapter 3

Name:
Date:

Directions: Read the excerpts from Trash Vortex and select the correct response to answer the questions below.

61. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
Reread the paragraph on pages 36–37 of Trash Vortex, beginning “Scientists in Plymouth, England, worked with a nature film director in 2015 . . .”

What is the author’s point of view about the video described in this paragraph? (RI.7.6)

a. It is unusual and surprising.

b. It is outdated and incorrect.

c. It is fascinating and inspiring.

d. It is confusing and unhelpful.

Part B
What word from the paragraph best helps convey the author’s point of view about the video? (RI.7.6)

e. startling

f. ingested

g. equipped

h. transparent

62. Reread the paragraph on page 38 of Trash Vortex beginning “Seafood, whether eaten raw or cooked, delivers . . .” and answer the question below.

What is the purpose of this paragraph in the text? (RI.7.6)

a. to entertain the reader with stories and facts about seafood across the world

b. to persuade the reader that he or she should no longer eat seafood from the ocean

c. to engage the reader with a history about how humans first began fishing for seafood

d. to inform about the importance of seafood and the dangers of its being contaminated

63. Reread the sentence below from page 40, and answer the question that follows.

“Hormones carry vital messages ranging from instructions telling the body how to grow and develop to messages that trigger emotions and feelings of hunger.”

What is the meaning of vital as it is used in this sentence? (L.7.4)

a. new

b. difficult

c. complex

d. important

64. Write a brief objective summary of chapter 3 of Trash Vortex. Be sure to include two central ideas and how they are developed in the text. (RI.7.2)

Homework: Analyze Point of View and 
Purpose: Trash Vortex, Pages 44–49 

Name:
Date:

Directions: Read the excerpts from Trash Vortex, and select the correct response to answer the questions below.

65. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What is the author’s purpose in discussing Plastiki on page 44? (RI.7.6)

a. to entertain the reader with jokes made about Plastiki
b. to persuade the reader to build their own version of Plastiki
c. to inform the reader of the similarities and differences between Plastiki and Charles Moore’s boat

d. to hook the reader about an interesting story about Plastiki, which was built from 12,500 used water bottles

Part B
Read the following sentence and answer the question below it:

“The bottle craft traveled through the gyre not as trash, but as part of a headline-grabbing expedition with a message.” (p. 46, RI.7.6)

How does this sentence develop the purpose you identified in Part A?

e. by amusing readers with surprising facts

f. by teaching that plastic is not the enemy

g. by convincing readers of the problem with plastic

h. by confirming the interest that people took in the story

66. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What point of view does the author present on page 46? (RI.7.6)

a. You can never catch up to the problem of trash in the ocean.

b. Ocean currents will naturally take care of the plastic pollution.

c. Vacuuming plastic pollution in the ocean won’t solve the problem.

d. Using plastic water bottles as a meal for bacteria won’t solve the problem.

Part B
Which of the following sentences best shows the author distinguishing one position from another position? (RI.7.6)

e. “Wax-loving worms enjoy munching on plastic bags.”

f. “These microbes use enzymes to cut up long polymers into bite-sized sections.”

g. “Some scientists are not hopeful that biodegradation will solve the plastic problem.”

h. “Scientists admire how, in a world full of plastics, they have found ways to turn them into food.

67. In the space below, write an objective summary of pages 44–49 of Trash Vortex. Be sure to include two central ideas and explain how they are developed in the text.

Copyright License
Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.
For more information, visit our Terms of Use at https://curriculum.eleducation.org/terms-of-use. 
� Students will not view the entire documentary; rather, they will examine select scenes of the film to support their content understanding and address literacy standards.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Some of the prompts will not be appropriate for the text students are reading. Invite students to choose a prompt that works for the text they have just read.
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