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Unit 2: Take a Stand: Ways to Reduce Plastic Pollution
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 Guiding Questions and Big Ideas

Where and how does plastic pollute?

· Plastic pollutes our world (especially our oceans) when people dispose of it incorrectly.
· Plastic pollution travels from land to the ocean and is taken by the currents in a big vortex called the North Pacific Gyre.
· Animals and people are being harmed by plastic pollution.
· Plastic entered our world in the 1950s, and, through marketing and lifestyle, has become ubiquitous.
What can be done about plastic pollution? What is being done? What can I do?

· There are three main points in the life cycle of plastic: the beginning (making plastic), the middle (buying and using plastic), the end (disposing of plastic). 
· People try to combat plastic pollution with different solutions at these three points in the plastic life cycle.
· People who combat plastic pollution use their skills and learning to help others and to improve their environment and our world.
What will your student be doing at school?

In Unit 2, students continue to explore the problem of plastic pollution by focusing on what can be done to address the problem. Students read three articles and revisit their anchor texts (Trash Vortex and the film A Plastic Ocean) to understand what steps can be taken at each stage of the plastic life cycle: beginning, middle, and end. Students learn about solutions for plastic pollution from the three different points of the plastic life cycle: 

· New materials being invented to replace plastic in the beginning of the life cycle

· What consumers can do to use less plastic in the middle of the life cycle

· Efforts by governments and organizations to stop single-use plastic and invent ways of cleaning up plastic pollution in the end of the plastic life cycle

With the first two articles, students practice analyzing how authors develop their points of view. For example, authors might use words or phrases that show they approve of a solution to the plastic pollution problem. Students also analyze the articles for how different authors writing about the same topic present information differently. For example, one article discusses new materials that could replace plastic and another article talks about what consumers can do to use less plastic. Students compare these articles to passages from their anchor text Trash Vortex to see how different authors discuss the same information. For their mid-unit assessment, students read a new article and answer questions to show their understanding of point of view and how authors present information. Students also develop their vocabulary skills by learning to use relationships between words to find the meaning of unfamiliar words. For example, students will use synonyms (words with similar meanings), antonyms (words with opposite meanings), and analogies (comparisons) to find the meanings of new words. As students analyze these articles, they also practice debating which part of the plastic life cycle is the best place to reduce plastic pollution. By the middle of the unit, students take a stand about which part of the plastic life cycle would be most effective to target. For example, students could argue that the end of the plastic life cycle is the best place to focus on since it is where people can clean up plastic. Another group may argue that the beginning of the plastic life cycle is best to target because governments can prevent single use plastics being made in the first place. Students then have the opportunity to defend their position in a debate with their classmates. 

In the second half of the unit, students use the evidence and reasoning they’ve collected and organized from their reading to practice argument essay writing about which place in the plastic life cycle is the best place to target to reduce pollution. This will be the same topic students were debating in groups, but they will now have the opportunity to write their thoughts in a formal essay. Students work first as pairs to plan, draft, and revise argument essays before following the same routine for independent writing. Students practice writing clear sentences with descriptive or modifying phrases that are placed correctly in a sentence. Students also practice using a comma to separate coordinate adjectives or words that describe the same noun. By the end of the unit, students will have strengthened their arguments about which part of the plastic life cycle they think would be the most effective place to intervene.

Central to the EL Education curriculum is a focus on “habits of character” and social-emotional learning. Students work to become effective learners, developing mindsets and skills for success in college, career, and life (e.g., initiative, responsibility, perseverance, collaboration); work to become ethical people, treating others well and standing up for what is right (e.g., empathy, integrity, respect, compassion); and work to contribute to a better world, putting their learning to use to improve communities (e.g., citizenship, service).

In this unit, students focus on working to become effective learners as they persevere to analyze author’s point of view and purpose in complex texts. They also take responsibility and initiative as they collaborate in discussions and during group analysis work. Students focus on working to become ethical people by showing empathy and compassion for the people and animals they read about that threatened by pollution. As they explore the articles in this unit, students witness the habits of character that are exhibited by the inventors, scientists, and authors as they contribute to making the world a better place in numerous ways. The writers of the articles contribute to a better world by informing the public about the problem of plastic pollution, inspiring environmental action, and sharing their knowledge in order to improve their shared spaces and environment. The inventors and scientists mentioned in the articles demonstrate other habits of character such as taking initiative in inventing new materials, collaborating with each other to try and improve the oceans, and persevering through trying new ways of cleaning up the ocean.

How can you support your student at home?

Notice plastic waste in your home and plastic pollution in your neighborhood. Visit local waterways and/or storm drains to find signs of plastic pollution.

Explore with your student issues around plastic pollution. Read articles, nonfiction texts, and watch documentary films related to plastic pollution at various points during the plastic life cycle:

· Beginning: Finding alternatives to plastic

· Middle: Recycling or reusing plastic

· End: Cleaning up plastic pollution

View debates online and discuss with your student the expectations around the debate they will be taking part in. Review the following terms:

· Presenting Position: The beginning of a debate, where a member of the team presents their team’s position in the debate, explaining reasons and evidence for their claims.

· Cross Examination: The section of the debate where members of other teams are allowed to ask questions about the presenting team’s position.

· Rebuttal and Summary: The end of the debate, when the team restates their positions and addresses counterarguments and any issues raised during cross examination.

You may use questions such as the following for your conversations:

· What is the author’s point of view in the text? How does the author distinguish his or her position from that of others? 

· How do two different authors write about the same topic differently?

· What do you think should be done about the problem of plastic pollution?

· Where should we focus our energy to stop plastic pollution?

· How can we help with the problem of plastic pollution in our own house, neighborhood, or community?

Unit 2: Homework

In Lessons 1 and 3, students practice using relationships between words, such as synonyms (words with similar meanings), antonyms (words with opposite meanings), and analogies (comparisons), to find the meaning of words. 

In Lessons 1–4, students do research in their anchor text Trash Vortex to find examples of solutions to plastic pollution at the beginning of the plastic life cycle. 

In Lesson 2, students reread articles to prepare to compare the articles, focusing on how the authors present their evidence.

In Lesson 4, students prepare for their debates by writing an opening statement, drafting cross-examination questions, considering counter-claims as a responder, or drafting a summary.

In Lessons 7 and 8, students create sentences from phrases without using misplaced or dangling modifiers.

In Lessons 9–13, students use commas to separate coordinate adjectives in sentences from the module texts. 

In Lesson 11, students reread their note-catchers and texts to prepare for their end of unit assessment in the next lesson.

In Lessons 14–15, students reflect on their improvement over the course of the writing process from planning to writing to revision. Students also set goals for future writing.

In Lessons 4–15, students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.

Independent Research Reading: When not reading the anchor text, your student is expected to independently research the topic by reading topic-related books of his or her choice for approximately 20 minutes each day and responding to a prompt of choice in the front of the independent reading journal. These are usually books your student will bring home from school; however, they may be topic-related books chosen by the student at the public or your home library. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided below.

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	1
	Students closely read the article “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic,” analyzing it for central idea development and the author’s point of view and purpose. Then students begin the plastic life cycle debate, learning how to present a position and ask cross-examination questions.
	1. Homework: Understand Word Relationships in “Five Weird Materials”: Students complete Homework: Understand Word Relationships: “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic” by using word relationships to better understand the meaning of the words in the article.

2. Homework: Find Solutions: Students complete the first part of Homework: Find Solutions by doing research in their anchor text Trash Vortex to find examples of solutions to plastic pollution at the beginning of the plastic life cycle. 
	Lesson 2
	

	2
	Students closely read the article “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution,” analyzing it for central idea development and the author’s point of view and purpose. Then students continue with the plastic life cycle debate, practicing how to present a position and ask cross-examination questions.
	3. Reread Articles: Students reread “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution” and “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic” to prepare to compare the articles, focusing on how the authors present their evidence.

4. Homework: Find Solutions: Students do research in their anchor text Trash Vortex to find examples of solutions to plastic pollution at the middle of the plastic life cycle to complete the second part of Homework: Find Solutions from Lesson 1. 
	Lesson 3
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	3
	Students form small groups to discuss and compare authors’ use of evidence in “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution” and “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” Then students continue working on the plastic life cycle debate, learning how to make a rebuttal and summary.
	5. Homework: Understand Word Relationships: Students complete Homework: Understand Word Relationships: “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution” to better understand the meanings of words in the article.

6. Homework: Find Solutions: Students do research in their anchor text Trash Vortex to find examples of solutions to plastic pollution at the end of the plastic life cycle to complete the third part of Homework: Find Solutions from Lesson 1. 
	Lesson 4
	

	4
	Students independently answer questions to analyze how authors present evidence differently in articles and in Trash Vortex in preparation for the mid-unit assessment. Then students practice all aspects of the plastic life cycle debate: presenting a position, asking and answering cross-examination questions, and making a rebuttal and summary.
	7. Homework: Prepare for Debate: Students use a note-catcher to write an opening statement, draft cross-examination questions, consider counter-claims as a responder, or draft a summary to plan for their role in the final debate.

8. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 5
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	5–6
	Students complete their mid-unit assessment by reading a new article, “Boyan Slat: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch Kid,” and answering selected and constructed response questions to analyze the development of central ideas, author’s point of view and purpose, and how authors present evidence differently. Students also participate in a Language Dive author’s point of view and purpose. Students close the lesson with a formal debate on which part of the plastic life cycle is best for reducing plastic pollution.
	9. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 7
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	7
	Students use the Painted Essay® structure to analyze a model argument essay about the beginning of the plastic life cycle. Then students work in pairs to plan an argument essay about the end of the plastic life cycle being the best place to reduce plastic pollution.
	10. Homework: Modifying Phrases: Students create sentences from phrases without misplaced or dangling modifiers to complete Homework: Modifying Phrases: Lesson 7.

11. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 8
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	8
	Using the Painted Essay® structure, students sort and color-code parts of the model argument essay introduction. Then they participate in a Language Dive to analyze what makes the main claim of the model essay effective. Students then work with a partner to draft an introduction to their pair argument essay.
	12. Homework: Modifying Phrases: Students create sentences from phrases without misplaced or dangling modifiers to complete Homework: Modifying Phrases: Lesson 8.

13. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 9
	

	9
	Using the Painted Essay® structure, students sort and color-code evidence from the model argument essay Proof Paragraphs. Then students work with a partner to draft Proof Paragraph 1 of their pair argument essay.
	14. Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Students review their learning about coordinate adjectives and add commas between adjectives to complete Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Lesson 9.

15. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 10
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	10
	As a class, students study the model argument essay for transitional phrases and clauses. Then, students work with a partner to draft Proof Paragraph 2 of their pair argument essay.
	16. Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Students complete Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Lesson 10 by using commas to separate coordinate adjectives in sentences from the model argument essay.

17. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 11
	

	11
	Using the Painted Essay® structure, students sort and color-code parts of the model argument essay conclusion. Then students participate in a Language Dive to analyze what makes the reflection sentence in the conclusion of the model essay effective. Students then work with a partner to draft the conclusion of their pair argument essay.
	18. Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Students complete Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Lesson 11 by using commas to separate coordinate adjectives in sentences from the model argument essay.

19. Review Note-Catchers and Texts: To prepare for the end of unit assessment in the following lesson, students reread their note-catchers and texts to find evidence to support their stance on solving plastic pollution.
	Lesson 12
	

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	12–13
	Students complete the first part of their end of unit assessment by independently planning and writing an argument essay about the middle of the plastic life cycle being the best place to reduce plastic pollution.
	20. Homework: Coordinate Adjectives QuickWrite: Students complete Homework: Coordinate Adjectives QuickWrite, using commas to separate coordinate adjectives.

21. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	1. Lesson 13





2. Lesson 14
	

	14–15
	Students analyze the model argument essay for placement of modifying phrases and commas between coordinate adjectives. Then, students participate in a Tuning protocol to improve one another’s writing with regards to placement of modifying phrases and commas between coordinate adjectives. Students then complete the second part of their end of unit assessment by revising their argument essays for modifying phrases and commas.
	22. Homework: Reflection: Writing Process: Students reflect on their improvement over the course of the writing process from planning to writing to revision and set goals for future writing to complete Homework: Reflect on Writing Process.

23. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	1. Lesson 15









2. 
Unit 3, Lesson 1
	


Independent Reading 

Directions: Remember to record responses to research reading in the front of your independent reading journal and responses to choice reading in the back. Try to choose a different prompt each time.

Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Underline vocabulary found during independent reading.

Record:

· Date

· Title and author of your reading book

· Pages you have read

· Prompt

· Response

Example:

Date: 03/01/19

Book Title and Author: Trash Vortex by Danielle Smith-Llera

Pages Read: 26–37

Prompt: What is the author’s point of view in the text? How does the author distinguish his or her position from that of others? 

Response: The author’s point of view is that plastic is a huge problem. In this chapter, she distinguishes her own point of view from the point of view of most Americans in the 1950s and 1960s, which was that plastic is useful, beneficial, and disposable.

Consider using the following independent reading prompts.

· What are the central ideas in the text and how are they developed? 

· What is the author’s purpose and how is it developed? 

· What is the author’s point of view in the text? How does the author distinguish his or her position from that of others?

· Where and how does plastic pollute?

· What can be done about plastic pollution? What is being done about plastic pollution? 

· Choose one new word from your reading today and analyze it on a vocabulary square.
	Definition in your own words

	Synonyms (words with the same meaning)



	Words with the same affix or root

	Sketch


	Translation in home language (if appropriate)




Vocabulary

Directions: In the classroom, you have been recording words from your texts in your vocabulary log. Throughout this unit, you have been research reading topic-related books at home to build your knowledge of plastic pollution and recording words in your independent reading journal.

Choose a word from your research reading or from a text you’ve read in class and add the word to your vocabulary log. Try to choose a different word to add and to practice a different vocabulary strategy each time. For each word, be sure to add the following:

24. The definition, or meaning, of the word

25. The vocabulary strategy you used to figure out the meaning of the word

26. A sketch or diagram that helps you to better understand the meaning of the word

Record new vocabulary in vocabulary logs and mark academic vocabulary with a symbol, for example, a star:

· Academic vocabulary: words you might find in informational texts on many different topics. For example, the words evidence and rationale are words that could be found in books on any topic.

· Domain-specific vocabulary: words about a particular topic. For example, the words tadpoles, frogspawn, and amphibian are some that would be found on the topic of frogs.

Vocabulary Strategies

As a reminder, the vocabulary strategies we’ve been working on in class are listed below:

· Context: Read the sentence around the word.

· Look at the affixes for clues.

· Look at the root of the word for clues.

· Use a dictionary.

· Discuss the word with another person (after attempting some of the above strategies).
Homework: Understand Word Relationships: 
“Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic” 

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the excerpts from the article “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” Then answer the questions that follow.

27. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“It’s malleable, so it can be molded into a variety of useful objects—from bottles to bags to medical supplies.” (paragraph 1)

What is the meaning of the word molded? How can you use the meaning of molded to better understand malleable?

Molded means to shape. Since plastic is malleable and can be shaped, then malleable must mean easily molded or shaped.

28. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“At the same time, it’s also durable and can resist wear and tear.” (paragraph 1)

What is the meaning of the word resist? How can you use the meaning of resist to better understand durable?

Resist means to be strong against. So something that is durable must be something that is strong against wear and tear.

29. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follows.

“Hidden underneath a mushroom’s outer shell is a complex system of tubular cells called mycelia. These are fungi’s eyes and ears; they sense the surrounding environment, absorb nutrients as food, and help the fungus grow and survive.” (paragraph 7)

What do eyes and ears allow people to do? What do mycelia in mushrooms do?

Eyes and ears allow people to sense the surrounding environment. Mycelia in mushrooms help the fungus sense the surrounding environment.

Source: Hullinger, Jessica. “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” The Week, 16 June 2017. Web.
Homework: Find Solutions 

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Review the anchor text Trash Vortex for solutions to plastic pollution at the beginning of the plastic life cycle. Record your findings on the lines below.

Part I 

(Lesson 1 Homework)

Solutions for Plastic Pollution at the Beginning of the Plastic Life Cycle 

Answers will vary, but may include: On page 24, the author writes that the “federal Clean Water Act added strict rules” about placing industrial plants near water. This shows how government action can help reduce pollution of all kinds. On page 51, the author writes that “more than 200 U.S. cities have banned plastic bags.” This also shows how governments and communities can target plastic pollution before plastic is made and sold.

Part II 

(Lesson 2 Homework)

Solutions for Plastic Pollution in the Middle of the Plastic Life Cycle 

Answers will vary, but may include: The author explains on pages 22–23 how “Plentiful and affordable plastics helped shape a new lifestyle.” But this also came with a new danger, since people were quicker to throw plastics away rather than washing them or reusing them. The author talks about how people were “drinking coffee from foam cups instead of ceramic ones” (23). But on page 50 the author also talks about how “every day people fight the war on plastic pollution. They drink from refillable water bottles and take cloth bags to fill at the grocery store” (50–51). These show clear examples of people fighting plastic pollution at the middle of its life cycle.

Part III

(Lesson 3 Homework)

Solutions for Plastic Pollution at the End of the Plastic Life Cycle 

Answers will vary, but may include: As one marine biologist explains in Trash Vortex, “Human litter is present in all marine habitats, from beaches to the most remote and deepest parts of the ocean” (44). This means that the problem already exists in the ocean, and to fix it, we will need to start cleaning up plastic: “Could a vacuum cleaner suck up the plastic from the ocean surface?” (45) “Scientists have discovered . . . that among nature’s army of decomposers, some can almost miraculously biodegrade plastic” (46).

Source: Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.

Homework: Understand Word 
Relationships: “Five Things You Can Do 
to End Plastic Pollution” 

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the excerpts from the article “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” Then answer the questions that follow.

30. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“Over the last two decades, more and more countries and cities are either banning plastic bags (examples include Rwanda, California) or introducing levies and taxes on them (examples include Ireland, Washington, D.C.) to discourage people from the plastic option.” (paragraph 6)

What are taxes? How can you use the meaning of taxes to better understand levies?

Taxes are money paid to the government on items. Since countries, cities, and states are introducing both levies and taxes, levies must also be money paid to the government.

31. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“Keep a recyclable bottle in your bag, place two on your desk—a mug for the hot drink; a tumbler/glass for something cold.” (paragraph 7)

What is a glass? How can you use the meaning of glass to better understand tumbler?

A glass is a container used for drinking. A tumbler must also be a container used for drinking.

32. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“Ordering take-out? Tell the vendor to skip the plastic cutlery. Catering events? Use reusable cutlery (and plates and cups).” (paragraph 9)

What other items could be associated with plates and cups for takeout or events? What is cutlery? Hint: Use both the relationship to plates and cups and word parts of cutlery to figure out the meaning of the word.

Other items that could be associated with plates and cups for takeout or events are napkins and forks, knives, and spoons. Using word parts and seeing cut in the word cutlery, I think cutlery must mean knives, forks, and spoons, because you use a knife and fork to cut things.

33. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“Microbeads, a type of microplastic, are the little dots in your toothpaste, and facial scrubs.” (paragraph 10)

What are dots? How can you use the meaning of dots to better understand microbeads?

Dots are little marks or spots. Microbeads must be little marks or spots.

Source: Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank, 4 June 2018. Web.

Homework: Modifying Phrases: Lesson 7 

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Modifying phrases are ones that describe a noun. In a sentence, modifying phrases should be placed as close as possible to the noun they modify. Dangling and misplaced modifiers are phrases that are improperly placed in a sentence. 

Part I

Directions: Choose the two phrases that go together to make a complete sentence without a misplaced or dangling modifier. Combine the phrases to make the sentence on the line below, adjusting capitalization as necessary.

34. plastic pollution will be reduced

by inventing and using new materials and banning plastic as much as possible

we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution

By inventing and using new materials and banning plastic as much as possible, we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution.

35. because they eat it

harm is done to fish

plastic causes harm to fish

Because they eat it, plastic causes harm to fish, or plastic causes harm to fish because they eat it.

36. single-use plastics have to go

a ban on single-use plastics would be helpful

while it may not eliminate plastic pollution completely

While it may not eliminate plastic pollution completely, a ban on single-use plastics would be helpful.

Part II

Directions: Identify the dangling or misplaced modifier in the examples below. Then rewrite the sentences to correctly place the modifier. You may have to rearrange the sentences or change pronouns or nouns.

37. While it may not eliminate plastic pollution completely, single-use plastics 


A
B
have to go.


C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. While it may not eliminate plastic pollution completely,

B. single-use plastics

C. have to go

On the lines below, correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

While they may not eliminate plastic pollution completely, single-use plastics have to go.

38. Some governments are banning   single-use plastics,   setting the example for others.

A
B
C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. Some governments are banning

B. single-use plastics,

C. setting the example for others

On the lines below, correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

Setting the example for others, some governments are banning single-use plastics.

Homework: Modifying Phrases: Lesson 8

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Part I

Directions: Choose the two phrases that go together to make a complete sentence without a dangling modifier. Combine the phrases to make the sentence on the line below, adjusting capitalization as necessary.

39. we can help reduce plastic pollution

the oceans will become safer

by remembering to use different materials

Answers will vary, but may include: By remembering to use different materials, we can help reduce plastic pollution.

40. the new experiment was exciting

scientists are excited about the new experiment

although they still have questions

Answers will vary, but may include: Although they still have questions, scientists are excited about the new experiment.

41. these organisms could be very helpful

because they provide new ways of disposing of plastic 

we will see less pollution

Answers will vary, but may include: Because they provide new ways of disposing of plastic, these organisms could be very helpful.

Part II

Directions: Identify the dangling or misplaced modifier in the examples below. Then rewrite the sentences to correctly place the modifier. You may have to rearrange the sentences or change pronouns or nouns.

42. Fish ingest chemicals   and can pass them along to people,   by eating plastic.


A
B
C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. Fish ingest chemicals

B. and can pass them along to people,

C. by eating plastic.

On the lines below, rewrite the sentence to correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

Answers will vary, but may include: By eating plastic, fish ingest chemicals and can pass them along to people.

43. Some countries are unable to process their plastics,   and they end up in the ocean,


A
B
because they don’t have strong waste-management systems.


C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. Some countries are unable to process their plastics,

B. and they end up in the ocean,

C. because they don’t have strong waste-management systems.

On the lines below, rewrite the sentence to correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

Answers will vary, but may include: Because they don’t have strong waste-management systems, some countries are unable to process their plastics, and they end up in the ocean.

Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Lesson 9

(Example for Teacher Reference)

In Language Dives, you have been introduced to coordinate adjectives. Remember that coordinate adjectives are two or more adjectives that go together to describe the same noun. We can connect the adjectives using and or a comma. In this unit, you will practice using a comma to connect these adjectives, as in the sentences from the model below: 

An article by Jessica Hullinger in The Week magazine mentions a few different, better alternatives for plastic. 

Communities are making smarter, safer choices when it comes to plastic.

Notice how the adjectives different and better both modify the noun alternatives in the first sentence, and how the adjectives smarter, safer both modify the noun choices in the second sentence. 

Be aware that not all pairs of adjectives are coordinate adjectives. Sometimes, an adjective is modifying a phrase that goes together, as in the example: red fire truck. Red and fire are both adjectives, but fire truck works as a phrase that red is modifying, so no comma is needed. A good way to test if adjectives need a comma between them is to see if it makes sense to say and between the words. In the examples above, it makes sense to say different and better alternatives and smarter and safer choices. It doesn’t make sense to say red and fire truck, though, so no comma is needed.

Directions: Notice that commas are missing from the sentences below. Place commas between the coordinate adjectives.

44. “Plastic in our coastal waters is pulled into the center of massive, wind-driven, churning circular gyres.” (A Plastic Ocean, 45:28)

45. “There are many big, sharp pieces of plastic.” (A Plastic Ocean, 47:09)

46. “Look at the size of that big, black piece.” (A Plastic Ocean, 47:18)

47. “Social plastic is really our way that we can create an organic, global infrastructure.” 
(A Plastic Ocean, 1:29:28)

Source: A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017.
Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Lesson 10

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Notice that commas are missing from the sentences below. Place commas between the coordinate adjectives. Remember that coordinate adjectives modify the same noun, and an adjective is a describing word.

48. “They look a bit like fine, white hair, and they’re the secret ingredient in a new kind of fungus-based packing material.” (Hullinger, The Week)

49. If we make new, better choices, we can solve this problem right now. 

50. His story shows that people can come up with interesting, creative ways to clean the threatened world’s oceans.

Source: Hullinger, Jessica. “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” The Week, 16 June 2017. Web.

Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Lesson 11 

(Example for Teacher Reference)

In Language Dives throughout the modules, you have learned about adjectives. Remember that adjectives are describing words. Coordinate adjectives modify the same noun. 

For example: If an innovative, workable solution like Pyrogenesis is not implemented in places like Tuvalu, the quality of life will continue to decline. (A Plastic Ocean)

(The coordinate adjectives innovative and workable modify the noun solution.)

You will use coordinate adjectives in your own argument writing to elaborate on your topic.

Directions: Read the model argument essay conclusion. Revise two or more sentences to include coordinate adjectives separated by a comma.

Answers will vary, but may include:

The problem of plastic pollution is one of the most urgent, terrifying problems that we face.

Some argue that the middle of the life cycle, where consumers make choices is the best, wisest place.

Homework: Coordinate Adjectives QuickWrite 

(Example for Teacher Reference)

In Language Dives throughout the modules, you have learned about adjectives. Remember that adjectives are describing words. Coordinate adjectives modify the same noun. 

For example: If an innovative, workable solution like Pyrogenesis is not implemented in places like Tuvalu, the quality of life will continue to decline. (A Plastic Ocean)

(The coordinate adjectives innovative and workable modify the noun solution.)

You will use coordinate adjectives in your own argument writing to elaborate on your topic.

Directions: Write a QuickWrite describing your feelings about plastic pollution. Include coordinate adjectives separated by commas. Underline the coordinate adjectives you include.

Answers will vary, but may include:

I used to think that plastic pollution was located in the Great Pacific Garbage Patch or in developing countries. Now I realize that it’s absolutely everywhere, and it’s choking our waterways and our oceans. If we don’t get a handle on this problem, and quickly, our once beautiful, natural Earth will suffer. Small islands like Tuvalu will become uninhabitable, dangerous places and the people will suffer. The animals will also suffer. Plastic pollution is a really big problem that requires innovative, global solutions.

Homework: Reflection: Writing Process

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Respond to the following prompts.

51. How have you improved this unit over the course of the writing process from planning to writing to revision?

Answers will vary, but may include: I improved my dangling and misplaced modifiers and added commas between coordinate adjectives.

52. What goals do you have for future writing? 

Answers will vary, but may include: I would like to get better at using transition words and phrases.

Homework: Understand Word 
Relationships: “Five Weird Materials That
Could Replace Plastic” 

Name:
Date:

Directions: Read the excerpts from the article “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” Then answer the questions that follow.

53. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“It’s malleable, so it can be molded into a variety of useful objects—from bottles to bags to medical supplies.” (paragraph 1)

What is the meaning of the word molded? How can you use the meaning of molded to better understand malleable?

54. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“At the same time, it’s also durable and can resist wear and tear.” (paragraph 1)

What is the meaning of the word resist? How can you use the meaning of resist to better understand durable?

55. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follows.

“Hidden underneath a mushroom’s outer shell is a complex system of tubular cells called mycelia. These are fungi’s eyes and ears; they sense the surrounding environment, absorb nutrients as food, and help the fungus grow and survive.” (paragraph 7)

What do eyes and ears allow people to do? What do mycelia in mushrooms do?

Source: Hullinger, Jessica. “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” The Week, 16 June 2017. Web.

Homework: Find Solutions 

Name:
Date:

Directions: Review the anchor text Trash Vortex for solutions to plastic pollution at the beginning of the plastic life cycle. Record your findings on the lines below.

Part I 

(Lesson 1 Homework)

Solutions for Plastic Pollution at the Beginning of the Plastic Life Cycle 

Part II 

(Lesson 2 Homework)

Solutions for Plastic Pollution in the Middle of the Plastic Life Cycle 

Part III

(Lesson 3 Homework)

Solutions for Plastic Pollution at the End of the Plastic Life Cycle 

Homework: Understand Word 
Relationships: “Five Things You Can Do 
to End Plastic Pollution” 

Name:
Date:

Directions: Read the excerpts from the article “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” Then answer the questions that follow.

56. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“Over the last two decades, more and more countries and cities are either banning plastic bags (examples include Rwanda, California) or introducing levies and taxes on them (examples include Ireland, Washington, D.C.) to discourage people from the plastic option.” (paragraph 6)

What are taxes? How can you use the meaning of taxes to better understand levies?

57. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“Keep a recyclable bottle in your bag, place two on your desk—a mug for the hot drink; a tumbler/glass for something cold.” (paragraph 7)

What is a glass? How can you use the meaning of glass to better understand tumbler?

58. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“Ordering take-out? Tell the vendor to skip the plastic cutlery. Catering events? Use reusable cutlery (and plates and cups).” (paragraph 9)

What other items could be associated with plates and cups for takeout or events? What is cutlery? Hint: Use both the relationship to plates and cups and word parts of cutlery to figure out the meaning of the word.

59. Read the excerpt, and answer the questions that follow.

“Microbeads, a type of microplastic, are the little dots in your toothpaste, and facial scrubs.” (paragraph 10)

What are dots? How can you use the meaning of dots to better understand microbeads?

Source: Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank, 4 June 2018. Web.

Homework: Prepare for Debate Note-Catcher

Name:
Date:

Directions: In order to prepare for our formal debate, complete the appropriate portion of this note-catcher for your role and position in the debate.

Position (Beginning, Middle, or End of the plastic life cycle)

Role (Position Presenter, Cross-Examiner, Responder, or Summarizer)

Debate Question: Which part of the plastic life cycle is the best place to target to reduce plastic pollution?

Present the Position

Background

Claim

Reason

Evidence and Reasoning

Restated Claim

Cross-Examination Questions

Responder

Refutation (New Evidence and Reasoning)

Refutation (New Evidence and Reasoning)

Rebuttal and Summary

Restated Claim

Restated Evidence and Reason

Counterclaim Acknowledgment

Refutation (New Evidence and Reasoning)

Restated Claim and Brief Reflection

Homework: Modifying Phrases: Lesson 7 

Name:
Date:

Modifying phrases are ones that describe a noun. In a sentence, modifying phrases should be placed as close as possible to the noun they modify. Dangling and misplaced modifiers are phrases that are improperly placed in a sentence. 

Part I

Directions: Choose the two phrases that go together to make a complete sentence without a misplaced or dangling modifier. Combine the phrases to make the sentence on the line below, adjusting capitalization as necessary.

60. plastic pollution will be reduced

by inventing and using new materials and banning plastic as much as possible

we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution

61. because they eat it

harm is done to fish

plastic causes harm to fish

62. single-use plastics have to go

a ban on single-use plastics would be helpful

while it may not eliminate plastic pollution completely

Part II

Directions: Identify the dangling or misplaced modifier in the examples below. Then rewrite the sentences to correctly place the modifier. You may have to rearrange the sentences or change pronouns or nouns.

63. While it may not eliminate plastic pollution completely,   single-use plastics   have to go.

A 
B 
C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. While it may not eliminate plastic pollution completely,

B. single-use plastics

C. have to go

On the lines below, correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

64. Some governments are banning   single-use plastics,   setting the example for others.

A 
B
C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. Some governments are banning

B. single-use plastics,

C. setting the example for others

On the lines below, correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

Homework: Modifying Phrases: Lesson 8

Name:
Date:

Part I

Directions: Choose the two phrases that go together to make a complete sentence without a dangling modifier. Combine the phrases to make the sentence on the line below, adjusting capitalization as necessary.

65. we can help reduce plastic pollution

the oceans will become safer

by remembering to use different materials

66. the new experiment was exciting

scientists are excited about the new experiment

although they still have questions

67. these organisms could be very helpful

because they provide new ways of disposing of plastic 

we will see less pollution

Part II

Directions: Identify the dangling or misplaced modifier in the examples below. Then rewrite the sentences to correctly place the modifier. You may have to rearrange the sentences or change pronouns or nouns.

68. Fish ingest chemicals   and can pass them along to people,  by eating plastic.


A 
B 
C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. Fish ingest chemicals

B. and can pass them along to people,

C. by eating plastic.

On the lines below, rewrite the sentence to correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

69. Some countries are unable to process their plastics,  and they end up in the ocean,


A 
B
because they don’t have strong waste-management systems.


C
Which is the misplaced or dangling modifier?

A. Some countries are unable to process their plastics,

B. and they end up in the ocean,

C. because they don’t have strong waste-management systems.

On the lines below, rewrite the sentence to correct the misplaced or dangling modifier.

Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Lesson 9

Name:
Date:

In Language Dives, you have been introduced to coordinate adjectives. Remember that coordinate adjectives are two or more adjectives that go together to describe the same noun. We can connect the adjectives using and or a comma. In this unit, you will practice using a comma to connect these adjectives, as in the sentences from the model below: 

An article by Jessica Hullinger in The Week magazine mentions a few different, better alternatives for plastic. 

Communities are making smarter, safer choices when it comes to plastic.

Notice how the adjectives different and better both modify the noun alternatives in the first sentence, and how the adjectives smarter, safer both modify the noun choices in the second sentence. 

Be aware that not all pairs of adjectives are coordinate adjectives. Sometimes, an adjective is modifying a phrase that goes together, as in the example: red fire truck. Red and fire are both adjectives, but fire truck works as a phrase that red is modifying, so no comma is needed. A good way to test if adjectives need a comma between them is to see if it makes sense to say and between the words. In the examples above, it makes sense to say different and better alternatives and smarter and safer choices. It doesn’t make sense to say red and fire truck, though, so no comma is needed.

Directions: Notice that commas are missing from the sentences below. Place commas between the coordinate adjectives.

70.  “Plastic in our coastal waters is pulled into the center of massive wind-driven, churning circular gyres.” (A Plastic Ocean, 45:28)

71. “There are many big sharp pieces of plastic.” (A Plastic Ocean, 47:09)

72. “Look at the size of that big black piece.” (A Plastic Ocean, 47:18)

73. “Social plastic is really our way that we can create an organic global infrastructure.” 
(A Plastic Ocean, 1:29:28)

Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Lesson 10

Name:
Date:

Directions: Notice that commas are missing from the sentences below. Place commas between the coordinate adjectives. Remember that coordinate adjectives modify the same noun, and an adjective is a describing word.

74. “They look a bit like fine white hair, and they’re the secret ingredient in a new kind of fungus-based packing material.” (Hullinger, The Week)

75. If we make new better choices, we can solve this problem right now. 

76. His story shows that people can come up with interesting creative ways to clean the threatened world’s oceans.

Source: Hullinger, Jessica. “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” The Week, 16 June 2017. Web.

Homework: Coordinate Adjectives: Lesson 11 

Name:
Date:

In Language Dives throughout the modules, you have learned about adjectives. Remember that adjectives are describing words. Coordinate adjectives modify the same noun. 

For example: If an innovative, workable solution like Pyrogenesis is not implemented in places like Tuvalu, the quality of life will continue to decline. (A Plastic Ocean)

(The coordinate adjectives innovative and workable modify the noun solution.)

You will use coordinate adjectives in your own argument writing to elaborate on your topic.

Directions: Read the model argument essay conclusion. Revise two or more sentences to include coordinate adjectives separated by a comma.

Homework: Coordinate Adjectives QuickWrite 

Name:
Date:

In Language Dives throughout the modules, you have learned about adjectives. Remember that adjectives are describing words. Coordinate adjectives modify the same noun. 

For example: If an innovative, workable solution like Pyrogenesis is not implemented in places like Tuvalu, the quality of life will continue to decline. (A Plastic Ocean)

(The coordinate adjectives innovative and workable modify the noun solution.)

You will use coordinate adjectives in your own argument writing to elaborate on your topic.

Directions: QuickWrite to describe your feelings about plastic pollution. Include coordinate adjectives separated by commas. Underline the coordinate adjectives you include.

Homework: Reflection: Writing Process

Name:
Date:

Directions: Respond to the following prompts.

77. How have you improved this unit over the course of the writing process from planning to writing to revision?

78. What goals do you have for future writing?
�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Some of the prompts will not be appropriate for the text students are reading. Invite students to choose a prompt that works for the text they have just read.
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