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	Plastic Pollution
	Grade 7: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 9



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 9

RI.7.6, L.7.4

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, respond in writing to the following prompts.  
Which picture or graphic from Chapter 2 do you find most intriguing or helpful for understanding the text and why? What do you think the author’s purpose was in selecting this picture or graphic?

I think the drawing on page 17 is the most interesting because it helps to show the history of making materials like rubber and plastic. I think the author included it to show how long we have been making certain kinds of materials, and also how much things have changed.

On the lines below, list several vocabulary words you identified in Chapter 2 and their meanings.

Answers will vary, but may include: 

synthetic (20): made with chemicals formed in a laboratory instead of something found in nature; human-made; artificial 
inert (25): not being able to act or move 
benign (25): not harmful
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Directions: As you enter class, respond in writing to the following prompts.

Which picture or graphic from Chapter 2 do you find most intriguing or helpful for understanding the text and why? What do you think the author’s purpose was in selecting this picture or graphic?

On the lines below, list several vocabulary words you identified in Chapter 2 and their meanings.
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· Microplastics mix with natural items and can travel far.

· Plastic doesn’t break down, it lives forever.

· Plastic means moldable.

· Some trees make a material called rubber.

· Chemist Charles Goodyear discovered how to make rubber weatherproof.

· Wood fibers called cellulose, when mixed with nitric acid, make cheap combs, buttons, and silverware handles.

· By adding camphor and nitric acid to the cellulose, factory owner John Wesley Hyatt made balls, brush handles, piano keys, eyeglass frames, false teeth, and film.

· A Belgium-American chemist named Leo Baekeland invented petroleum and made Bakelite, the first modern plastic.

· To make plastic, you begin by extracting oil from underground. Next, you mix the oil with other chemicals to make different kinds of plastics.

· Plastics were used in World War II.

· After the war, plastic businesses kept making more and more plastic.

· Plastics made things easier, cutting down on household chores.

· Throwing away plastic became normal.

· Plastic started piling up in waterways.

· The Federal Clean Water Act was enacted in 1972.

Author’s Point of View and Purpose: 
Trash Vortex, Chapter 2 Note-Catcher

RI.7.2, RI.7.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Fill out the note-catcher to assist you in analyzing the text.

	Gist: 

Plastic became very popular, and people threw it away.

	Central Ideas:

•
One central idea is that plastic quickly became very popular.
•
Another central idea is that people became used to throwing away plastic, and that became a problem.
	How the Central Ideas Are Developed (include experts quoted, studies named, statistics named, counterarguments addressed, and questions or comments discussed):

•
Explains how plastics became popular; quotes another author; provides details of how plastic became so useful: “Plastic took the shapes of countertops, clear plastic wrap for food, squeeze bottles, electric plugs” (22).
•
Includes pictures from Life magazine; quotes the article to explain how people got used to throwing plastic away; titled: “Throwaway Living: Disposable Items Cut Down Household Chores” (23).

	The Author’s Purpose (this may be to engage, provide information, persuade, or for some other purpose you determine) and How it Adds to the Text, Overall Excerpt:

to provide context about how plastic came to be widely used in an engaging way and to introduce the idea that using so much plastic caused a problem

	The Author’s Point of View on Pages 22–25:

The author offers her own very different perspective (that plastic is a problem) on the rest of pages 24 and 25.
	Others’ Points of View and Page Numbers:

The author establishes the point of view popular in the 1950s and 1960s: plastic is incredibly useful and beneficial. (22–24)

	How the Author Distinguishes Her Point of View from Others:

The author’s point of view is that plastic is a huge problem. In this chapter, she distinguishes her own point of view from the point of view of most Americans in the 1950s and 1960s, which was that plastic is useful, beneficial, and disposable.


Source: Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.

Author’s Point of View and Purpose: 
Trash Vortex, Chapter 2 Note-Catcher
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Directions: Fill out the note-catcher to assist you in analyzing the text.
	Gist: 



	Central Ideas:

•

•


	How the Central Ideas Are Developed (include experts quoted, studies named, statistics named, counterarguments addressed, and questions or comments discussed):

•

•


	The author’s purpose (this may be to engage, provide information, persuade, or for some other purpose you determine) and how it adds to the text, overall excerpt:



	The Author’s Point of View on 
Pages 22–25:


	Others’ Points of View and Page Numbers:



	How the Author Distinguishes Her Point of View from Others:




Author’s Point of View and Purpose: 
Trash Vortex, Chapter 2 Note-Catcher

RI.7.2, RI.7.6

Name:
Date:

Directions: Fill out the note-catcher to assist you in analyzing the text.

	Gist: 

	Central Ideas:

· One central idea is that plastic quickly became very popular.
· Another central idea is that


	How the Central Ideas Are Developed (include experts quoted, studies named, statistics named, counterarguments addressed, and questions or comments discussed):

•
•



	The Author’s Purpose (this may be to engage, provide information, persuade, or for some other purpose you determine) and How it Adds to the Text, Overall Excerpt:



	The Author’s Point of View on Pages 22–25:


	The Author’s Point of View on Pages 22–25:



	How the Author Distinguishes Her Point of View from Others:

The author’s point of view is that

In this chapter, she distinguishes her own point of view from the point of view of
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