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Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 7

W.7.1

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, recall your work with argument writing in Module 3. Write down what you remember about the definitions for the argument terms below.  
argument:

an assertion or opinion and its supporting points, evidence, and reasoning

main claim:

a statement of opinion that can be proven or disproven with evidence and reasoning

point:

an important idea or reason used to support a claim

evidence:

information such as examples, data, facts, quotes, etc., that support an idea
reasoning:

explanations of why a claim is true, including explanations of how the evidence given proves the claim

relevant:

related to the claim being made

sufficient:

enough; as much as needed

sound:

having a solid base; logical
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Model Argument Essay: “Reduce Plastic Pollution in the Beginning of Its Life Cycle”

W.7.1

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Prompt: Write an essay defending the idea that the beginning of the plastic life cycle is the best place to target to reduce plastic pollution.

W.7.1a: First three sentences of paragraph give context.
W.7.1a: Sentence acknowledges alternate claim.
W.7.1a: Sentence introduces claim.
W.7.1c: Paragraph includes words like for example and according to clarify relationships between evidence and claim.
W.7.1b: Paragraph uses relevant evidence and logical reasoning to support the claim.

It’s easy to forget about plastic once you’re done using it, but the problem doesn’t go away. A plastic bottle could be around for five hundred years before it starts to decay (Hullinger). One whale could swallow as many as 80 plastic bags (Acharya). We must take action to reduce plastic pollution.  People have suggested buying less plastic at the middle of the plastic life cycle or inventing new ways to clean up plastic at the end of the life cycle. These efforts are helpful, but the most effective place to reduce plastic pollution is at the beginning of its life cycle. By inventing and using new materials and banning plastic as much as possible, we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution.
Many replacement materials for plastic already exist. We just need to start using them. An article by Jessica Hullinger in The Week magazine mentions some better alternatives for plastic. For example, there is already a company that makes water bottles out of a material that you can actually eat. There is even a scientist who is using shrimp shells to make plastic bags. According to the article, “Just two pounds of shells can yield 15 biodegradable shopping bags.” If shrimp shells are not interesting enough, what about mushrooms? A company called “Ecovative Design” is using mushrooms and other materials to create containers that can biodegrade in as few as 180 days. These are just a few examples that show that we already have new technologies for replacing plastic. The fact that we can successfully invent and use these alternative materials shows that focusing on reducing plastic pollution at the beginning of its life cycle can be extremely effective.
Another way to reduce plastic pollution from the beginning of its life cycle is to simply ban plastic. All around the world, people are taking action to stop plastic from beginning its journey from factory to ocean. According to the documentary A Plastic Ocean, Rwanda was the first country to ban plastic bags. Likewise, Danielle Smith-Llera writes in Trash Vortex that “[m]ore than 200 U.S. cities have banned plastic bags” (51). Some may argue that banning plastic is unrealistic. However, these examples show that it is possible to stop the use of plastic before it starts. Communities are making smarter, safer choices when it comes to plastic. The success of efforts to convince communities to ban plastic across the world demonstrates that targeting plastic pollution at the beginning of plastic’s life cycle can work.
The problem of plastic pollution is one of the most urgent that we face. As Smith-Llera writes in Trash Vortex, “[e]very day people fight the war on plastic pollution” (50). However, in this fight, we have to make a choice about how to best spend our energy. Some argue that focusing our effort in the middle of the life cycle, where consumers make choices, is best. Others say we should fight plastic where it already is by cleaning it up. These efforts are important, but the most effective place to focus is at the beginning. After all, how better to reduce plastic pollution than to create less plastic in the first place?

W.7.1d: Includes words like Likewise and However instead of And or But to establish and maintain a formal style.
W.7.1e: Provides concluding section that follows from and supports the argument by restating the points and offering a new but connected thought.

Sources:

Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank. Web.

Hullinger, Jessica. “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” The Week, 16 June 2017. Web.

Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.
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Prompt: Write an essay defending the idea that the beginning of the plastic life cycle is the best place to target to reduce plastic pollution.

It’s easy to forget about plastic once you’re done using it, but the problem doesn’t go away. A plastic bottle could be around for five hundred years before it starts to decay (Hullinger). One whale could swallow as many as 80 plastic bags (Acharya). We must take action to reduce plastic pollution. People have suggested buying less plastic at the middle of the plastic life cycle or inventing new ways to clean up plastic at the end of the life cycle. These efforts are helpful, but the most effective place to reduce plastic pollution is at the beginning of its life cycle. By inventing and using new materials and banning plastic as much as possible, we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution.

Many replacement materials for plastic already exist. We just need to start using them. An article by Jessica Hullinger in The Week magazine mentions some better alternatives for plastic. For example, there is already a company that makes water bottles out of a material that you can actually eat. There is even a scientist who is using shrimp shells to make plastic bags. According to the article, “Just two pounds of shells can yield 15 biodegradable shopping bags.” And if shrimp shells are not interesting enough, what about mushrooms? A company called “Ecovative Design” is using mushrooms and other materials to create containers that can biodegrade in as few as 180 days. These are just a few examples that show that we already have new technologies for replacing plastic. The fact that we can successfully invent and use these alternative materials shows that focusing on reducing plastic pollution at the beginning of its life cycle can be extremely effective.

Another way to reduce plastic pollution from the beginning of its life cycle is to simply ban plastic. All around the world, people are taking action to stop plastic from beginning its journey from factory to ocean. According to the documentary A Plastic Ocean, Rwanda was the first country to ban plastic bags. Likewise, Danielle Smith-Llera writes in Trash Vortex that “[m]ore than 200 U.S. cities have banned plastic bags” (51). Some may argue that banning plastic is unrealistic. However, these examples show that it is possible to stop the use of plastic before it starts. Communities are making smarter, safer choices when it comes to plastic. The success of efforts to convince communities to ban plastic across the world demonstrates that targeting plastic pollution at the beginning of plastic’s life cycle can work.

The problem of plastic pollution is one of the most urgent that we face. As Smith-Llera writes in Trash Vortex, “[e]very day people fight the war on plastic pollution” (50). However, in this fight, we have to make a choice about how to best spend our energy. Some argue that focusing our effort in the middle of the life cycle, where consumers make choices, is best. Others say we should fight plastic where it already is by cleaning it up. These efforts are important, but the most effective place to focus is at the beginning. After all, how better to reduce plastic pollution than to create less plastic in the first place?

Sources:

Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank. Web.

Hullinger, Jessica. “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” The Week. Web.

Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.

Criteria of an Effective Argument 
Essay Anchor Chart

W.7.1

Introduction

· Catches the reader’s attention and gives context

· Includes a main claim that states an opinion that can be proven or disproven with evidence and reasoning

Proof Paragraphs

· State a point

· Provide evidence and reasoning from the text(s) that support the point

· Provide elaboration and reasoning: What do these facts and evidence show? Why?

· Acknowledge alternative or opposing claims

· Restate and/or reflect on how the point, evidence, and reasoning support the main claim

Conclusion

· What? Restates the main claim and most important evidence and reasoning

· So what? Reflects on the larger meaning behind the main claim

Directions for Pair Argument Essay

W.7.1

Name:
Date:


Write a Pair Argument Essay

Throughout this unit, you will work with a partner to plan and write an essay to address this prompt: Write an essay supporting the claim that we should reduce plastic pollution by targeting the end of the plastic life cycle. 

REMEMBER: A well-written, argument essay

· clearly states a main claim and stays focused throughout the essay;

· acknowledges alternative or opposing claims;

· uses accurate and relevant examples, details, and quotations to support points;

· explains the evidence and reasoning;

· groups information logically, in a way that makes your thinking clear to the reader;

· follows the standard rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar); and

· uses a formal style.

Use the following documents to assist you in writing your essay:

· Texts from Module 4, Units 1 and 2: A Plastic Ocean, Trash Vortex, “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic,” “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution,” and “Boyan Slat: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch Kid.” 

· Argument Writing Plan graphic organizer

· Vocabulary log (from Module 1, Unit 1, Lesson 2, Work Time A)

· Online or print dictionaries (including ELL and home language dictionaries)

Model Pair Argument Essay: “Reduce Plastic Pollution in the End of Its Life Cycle”

W.7.1

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Prompt: Write an essay defending the idea that the end of the plastic life cycle is the best place to target to reduce plastic pollution.

Whales, jellyfish, beautiful reefs—and ugly plastic bags? You won’t find the latter listed in a guidebook for your favorite vacation place. But you might find plenty of those along the beach. Unfortunately, a lot of the plastic we use ends up in the ocean. Some scientists estimate that as much as “8 million metric tons of plastic found its way to the ocean in 2010” (Hullinger). We must take action to reduce plastic pollution. People have tried to create new materials to replace plastic at the beginning of the plastic life cycle, or proposed buying less plastic at the middle of the plastic life cycle. These efforts are helpful, but the most effective place to reduce plastic pollution is at the end of its life cycle. By finding ways to stop discarded plastic from getting into the ocean and cleaning up the plastic that is already there, we can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution.

We can begin by keeping plastic out of our oceans. We can make a huge difference just by disposing of plastic more intelligently. One big reason why plastic gets into the ocean is because the landfills in many places cannot properly contain it. Danielle Smith-Llera explains in Trash Vortex that for “a third of the people” in the world “there is no waste management system” (41). Helping to improve these waste management systems would reduce plastic pollution enormously. But that isn’t the only way to target plastic pollution at the end of the life cycle. Smith-Llera writes that scientists are looking to “nature for ideas” to help us dispose of used plastic (46). Specifically, they are studying organisms that help break down plastic. For example, certain organisms can take our used plastics and “turn them into food” (Smith-Llera 46). This is just one example that shows how focusing on reducing plastic pollution at the end of its life cycle can be extremely effective.

Another way to target plastic pollution at the end of its life cycle is by removing what is already there in our oceans. Boyan Slat’s story shows how people can become motivated to find new, creative cleaning solutions—no matter their age. Slat was sixteen when he was diving in Greece and he “noticed more plastic bags than fish” (Betteley). A few years later he decided to dedicate himself to cleaning up the ocean. He came up with the idea for a net that would stay in one place and trap the plastic that would float into it. Slat got a lot of support in a short period of time. He and over seventy engineers designed a “2000-foot long barrier” that “moves with the currents and traps plastics” (Betteley). Some argue that his cleanup program won’t have a big enough effect. But Slat “imagines that eventually, up to 60 devices that will ride the waves, collecting thousands of tons of debris a year” (Betteley). Innovative cleaning solutions like this demonstrate that targeting plastic pollution at the end of the plastic life cycle can work.

Plastic pollution is one of the most urgent problems we face. As Smith-Llera writes in Trash Vortex, “[e]very day people fight the war on plastic pollution” (50). But in this fight, we have to make a choice about how to best spend our energy. Some argue that targeting the beginning of the life cycle, before plastic is made, is best. Others say we can do the most by making better decisions as consumers in the middle of the life cycle. These efforts are important, but the best place to focus is at the end of the cycle. To make a difference we need to prevent any more plastic from getting into the ocean, as well as clean up what is already there. Sometimes, it’s better to begin at the end.

Sources:

Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank, 4 June 2018. Web.

Hullinger, Jessica. “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” The Week, 16 June 2017. Web.

Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.

Argument Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10

(For Teacher Reference)

Focus:

Write an essay defending the idea that the end of the plastic life cycle is the best place to target in order to reduce plastic pollution.

Introduction Paragraph

How will you catch the reader’s attention? (Use facts, statistics, quotations, or anecdotes.)

describe problems that plastic causes in our oceans and the surprise at finding plastic on the beach; explain how much plastic is in the oceans

What context about the text or topic does your reader need to make sense of the rest of your essay?

the problems that plastic pollution causes; other solutions people have proposed

Opposing Claim: What counterclaim might others raise to refute your claim?

People have tried to create new materials to replace plastic at the beginning of the life cycle and buying less plastic in the middle of its life cycle.

Briefly Refute: How do you respond to this counterclaim?

These efforts are helpful, but the most effective place to reduce plastic pollution is at the end of the life cycle.
Main Claim:

We can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution by disposing of it and cleaning it up better.

Proof Paragraph 1

Point 1: What is the first point you are offering to support your claim?

One way we can reduce plastic pollution is by disposing of plastic more intelligently.

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

why so much plastic goes into the ocean and what we can do to dispose of it in other ways

Evidence: What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

Danielle Smith-Llera in Trash Vortex: for “a third of the people” in the world “there is no waste management system” (41). Stopping this flow would reduce plastic pollution.

Elaboration: What reasons or reasoning develops your point and ties the point back to the claim?

The lack of infrastructure and how we can improve it and use alternatives to dispose of plastic (Smith-Llera) ties to the main claim: the end is the best point in the plastic life cycle to reduce pollution.

Proof Paragraph 2

Point 2: What is the second point you are offering to support your claim?

Another way we can reduce plastic pollution is to clean up the plastic from the ocean.

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

how much plastic is now in the ocean and the new methods for cleaning it up
Evidence: What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

Boyan Slat and over seventy engineers have designed a “2000-foot long barrier” that “moves with the currents and traps plastics” (Betteley).

Elaboration: What reasons or reasoning develops your point and ties the point back to the claim?

Cleaning up the ocean is the only way to remove the plastic that is already in it; this ties back to the main claim: the end is the best point in the plastic life cycle to reduce plastic pollution.

Conclusion Paragraph

Restate your claim from the introduction:

Some argue that focusing our efforts at the beginning is best.
Others say we should fight plastic where people buy and use it, in the middle.

These efforts are important, but the most effective place to focus is the end of the cycle.

Briefly restate your main points:

Point 1: 

We can dispose of plastic more carefully.

Point 2: 

We can clean up the plastic that is already in the ocean.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Why does this argument/claim matter?

· What would happen if this claim were not acted upon?

· Who is likely to benefit from this?

There is already so much plastic pollution that to make a difference we 

need to keep any more from getting into the ocean, as well as clean up what 

is already there. Sometimes, it’s better to begin at the end.

My Sources

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018. A Plastic Ocean. Written and directed by Craig Leeson, Brainstorm Media, 2017. 

Hullinger, Jessica. “Five Weird Materials That Could Replace Plastic.” The Week, 16 June 2017. Web. 

Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank, 4 June 2018. Web. 

Betteley, Pat. “Boyan Slat: The Great Pacific Garbage Patch Kid.” Faces Magazine, 1 Jan. 2019, vol. 35, no. 4, 2019, pp. 26–29.

Argument Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10

Name:
Date:


Focus:

Introduction Paragraph

How will you catch the reader’s attention? (Use facts, statistics, quotations, or anecdotes.)

What context about the text or topic does your reader need to make sense of the rest of your essay?

Opposing Claim: What counterclaim might others raise to refute your claim?

Briefly Refute: How do you respond to this counterclaim?

Main Claim:

Proof Paragraph 1

Point 1: What is the first point you are offering to support your claim?

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Evidence: What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

Elaboration: What reasons or reasoning develops your point and ties the point back to the claim?

Proof Paragraph 2

Point 2: What is the second point you are offering to support your claim?

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Evidence: What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

Elaboration: What reasons or reasoning develops your point and ties the point back to the claim?

Conclusion Paragraph

Restate your claim from the introduction:

Briefly restate your main points:

Point 1: 

Point 2: 

What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Why does this argument/claim matter?

· What would happen if this claim were not acted upon?

· Who is likely to benefit from this?

My Sources

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Argument Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.10

Name:
Date:

Focus:
Introduction Paragraph

How will you catch the reader’s attention? (Use facts, statistics, quotations, or anecdotes.)

What context about the text or topic does your reader need to make sense of the rest of your essay?

Opposing Claim: What counterclaim might others raise to refute your claim?


People have tried to

Briefly Refute: How do you respond to this counterclaim?


These efforts are helpful, but the most effective place to reduce plastic pollution is

Main Claim:


We can help ensure a future that is free of plastic pollution by

Proof Paragraph 1

Point 1: What is the first point you are offering to support your claim?


One way we can reduce plastic pollution is by

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Evidence: What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

Elaboration: What reasons or reasoning develops your point and ties the point back to the claim?

Proof Paragraph 2

Point 2: What is the second point you are offering to support your claim?


Another way we can reduce plastic pollution is to

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Evidence: What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

Elaboration: What reasons or reasoning develops your point and ties the point back to the claim?

Conclusion Paragraph

Restate your claim from the introduction:


Some argue that focusing our efforts


Others say we should fight plastic where


These efforts are important, but the most effective place to focus is

Briefly restate your main points:

Point 1: 

Point 2: 

What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Why does this argument/claim matter?

· What would happen if this claim were not acted upon?

· Who is likely to benefit from this?

My Sources

List any sources you used in planning your writing.
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