	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Plastic Pollution
	Grade 7: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 10



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 10

RI.7.6, L.7.4

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, respond in writing to the following prompts.  
Which picture or graphic from Chapter 3 do you find most intriguing or helpful for understanding the text and why? What do you think the author’s purpose was in selecting this picture or graphic?

I think the picture on page 37 is most helpful for understanding the text because it showed a small organism, a larval perch, that I wasn’t familiar with. This helped explain how tiny the creatures are that swallow microplastics, which is why I think the author included it.

On the lines below, list several vocabulary words you identified in Chapter 3 and their meanings.

Answers will vary, but may include: 

gauging (36): measuring

zooplankton (37): tiny animals in the large bodies of water

insecticide (40): chemicals to kill insects

infrastructure (42): the basic facilities needed to keep a system running
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· Earth is mostly water.

· Plastic ends up in the ocean when rain overflows dumps and storm drains, and when people litter.

· It takes 500 years or more for plastic to break down.

· Single-use plastic is the biggest problem.

· Floating plastics trap animals.

· Plastic harms animals when they eat it.

· Non-native species can use microplastics and other plastic litter as a raft to migrate to new territories and harm the native species and the ecosystem.

· Seals choke on plastic netting.

· Albatross die from eating microplastics.

· Nurdles, tiny round plastic balls, are found all over the world’s beaches.

· Tiny plastic beads in toothpaste and soaps end up in the ocean.

· Plastic microfibers shed from clothing are polluting waters everywhere.

· Microplastics are like a plastic smog of polluted clouds in the water.

· Sun, waves, salt, and gyres break plastics into microplastics.

· Plastic travels through the food web.

· When we eat fish, we are often also eating plastic.

· Dangerous chemicals attached themselves to microplastics.

· Plastic is made from toxic chemicals, and when we eat them, we hurt our bodies.

· Plastic in the United States ends up in landfills, is recycled, or is burned.

· Some countries do not have a system in place to manage the waste they produce.

· Companies should be more responsible for plastic waste.

Author’s Point of View and Purpose: 
Trash Vortex, Chapter 3 Note-Catcher

RI.7.2, RI.7.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Fill out the note-catcher below to assist you in analyzing the text.
	Gist: 

Plastic is found all over the ocean; we need to find new ways to stop plastic from getting into the ocean.

	Central Ideas:

•
One central idea is that plastic can move through the food chain in the ocean.
•
Another central idea is that when people eat seafood, they also eat the plastic and the harmful chemicals it attracts. A lot of plastic comes into the ocean because it is not disposed of properly.
	How the Central Ideas Are Developed (include experts quoted, studies named, statistics named, counterarguments addressed, and questions or comments discussed):

•
Quotes scientists to explain how plastic travels up the food chain; describes a video of a zooplankton eating a tiny piece of plastic; quotes Richard Kirby: “Here was something, visually, to convey to the public the problem of plastic in the sea” (37).
•
“Dangerous chemicals hide inside meals of microplastics” (39). PCBs from TVs and fridges; DDT from pesticides; BPA in plastics
•
Uses experts to explain how trash gets into the ocean: Matt Prindiville: “we have rivers of plastic that are literally flowing into the ocean” because the plastic is not taken care of; includes statistics to develop this central idea: “trucks dump 6,890 tons” of trash into just one landfill.

	The Author’s Purpose (this may be to engage, provide information, persuade, or for some other purpose you determine) and How it Adds to the Text, Overall Excerpt:

To explain how plastic affects animals in the ocean and how plastic gets into the ocean in the first place. It adds to the text by explaining how serious the problem of plastic pollution is for animals and humans, showing that plastic pollution anywhere will eventually affect everyone.

	The Author’s Point of View on Page 42:

The author seems to think it is a problem that all this plastic goes into these countries. The author uses words like “flood” and images and information about children living and working on trash heaps to show that she disapproves.
	Others’ Points of View and Page Numbers:

“It’s really about fairness,” Matt Prindiville says. “When consumer goods companies sell all of their products” to countries that cannot dispose of it or recycle it properly, “we have rivers of plastic that are literally flowing into the ocean.” (42)

	How the Author Distinguishes Her Point of View from Others:

The author presents an expert’s point of view: “It’s really about fairness,” Matt Prindiville says. “When consumer goods companies sell all of their products” to countries that cannot dispose of it or recycle properly, “we have rivers of plastic that are literally flowing into the ocean.” However, the author doesn’t distinguish her point of view from others in this excerpt. She uses the expert’s quotes to support her own point of view.


Source: Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.

Author’s Point of View and Purpose: 
Trash Vortex, Chapter 3 Note-Catcher
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Directions: Fill out the note-catcher below to assist you in analyzing the text.
	Gist: 



	Central Ideas:

•

•


	How the Central Ideas Are Developed (include experts quoted, studies named, statistics named, counterarguments addressed, and questions or comments discussed):

•

•

• 


	The Author’s Purpose (this may be to engage, provide information, persuade, or for some other purpose you determine) and How it Adds to the Text, Overall Excerpt:



	The Author’s Point of View on Page 42:


	Others’ Points of View and Page Numbers:

	How the Author Distinguishes Her Point of View from Others:
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Directions: Fill out the note-catcher below to assist you in analyzing the text.

	Gist: 

	Central Ideas:

· One central idea is that plastic can move through the food chain in the ocean.

· Another central idea is that

	How the Central Ideas Are Developed (include experts quoted, studies named, statistics named, counterarguments addressed, and questions or comments discussed):

•

•

•


	The Author’s Purpose (this may be to engage, provide information, persuade, or for some other purpose you determine) and How it Adds to the Text, Overall Excerpt:



	The Author’s Point of View on Page 42:


	Others’ Points of View and Page Numbers:


	How the Author Distinguishes Her Point of View from Others:

The author presents an expert’s point of view:

However, the author doesn’t distinguish her point of view from

She uses the expert’s quotes to
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