	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Plastic Pollution
	Grade 7: Module 4: Unit 3: Lesson 1



Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 1

RI.7.1

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, review the performance task directions below, then Turn and Talk with a partner to summarize the directions and comment about anything that surprises or concerns you. If you have a concern, feel free to write your name on the board so you can receive support.   
For your performance task, you will work in a group of three to create a 3- to 5-minute documentary clip on plastic pollution, how best to solve it, and your action plan for attempting the solution. The purpose of this clip is to teach others about the plastic pollution problem and what can be done about it. This video clip will be based on the plans you developed, which will include your script, storyboard, and a description of your action plan and its effects.

Your script should include 

· a narrative lead introduction;

· your argument about why we need to solve the problem of plastic pollution, which is based on a claim supported by evidence, and reasoning;

· an explanation of your triad’s action plan and its results; 

· a conclusion that follows from and offers a reflection on the possible impact of your action plan; and

· several of the documentary film techniques your class identified (interviews, music, visuals, re-enactments, narration, close-ups, statistics).

Your storyboard should include the following:

· Images (either hand-drawn or clip art) to represent

each scene in your script

the actors 

the camera angles 

the techniques

· Captions telling what is happening and who is in the scene

To celebrate this powerful learning and make a difference in the world, host a film screening at your school or in your community (possibly at the public library, local community center, or another public space).
Analyze a Model Documentary Note-Catcher

RI.7.7, SL.7.2, SL.7.4

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Answer the questions below about the clip you viewed in this lesson from the film A Plastic Ocean. 

1. What techniques did you see in this clip?

There are several images of Craig trying and failing to get food without plastic; voiceover; music; text to introduce the speakers and places; and graphics to illustrate straws in the ocean.

2. How do you think the filmmakers did and did not use a script to plan and prepare for this clip? What parts could the filmmakers’ script and which parts could they not script?

The filmmakers likely used a script for their voiceover narration. Greg most likely planned on asking people at restaurants for different containers from plastic; he couldn’t have scripted those parts because he didn’t know what the other people would say.

Analyze a Model Documentary Note-Catcher

RI.7.7, SL.7.2, SL.7.4

Name:
Date:


Directions: Answer the questions below about the clip you viewed in this lesson from the film 
A Plastic Ocean. 

3. What techniques did you see in this clip?

4. How do you think the filmmakers did and did not use a script to plan and prepare for this clip? What parts could the filmmakers’ script and which parts could they not script?

Model Documentary Script: 
“Lunch, Hold the Plastic”

W.7.1, W.7.2, W.7.3, SL.7.4, SL.7.6, L.7.6

Introduces a narrator and establishes a point of view for the story.
Develops experiences and events using description. Uses descriptive details, sensory language, and precise wording to capture the action and convey experiences and events.
Effectively uses information from sources to craft the characters, setting, and events in the narrative.
Engages and orients the reader by effectively establishing context.
Uses an exploded moment as a narrative device to introduce the plastic pollution problem.

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Narrative Lead:

Recently, I was at my favorite spot at the river, in the middle of a very hot day, getting ready to jump in and cool off, when something out in the middle of the flowing water caught my eye. For a second I thought it might be a bird or a turtle resting on a rock, but I looked more closely and saw a plastic bag snagged on the branch of a tree. Immediately I thought of what we’d read about plastic pollution in class. How animals could swallow plastic or get caught in it. How plastic could end up in our drinking water or even our food. I rushed out into the river like a lifeguard to the rescue and unhooked the bag. I looked at the bag and realized that the plastic pollution problem I’d been reading about was not far away. It was right in my own town, right at my favorite river spot. The day seemed a little less bright when I sat down and started to unpack the sandwich I’d picked up for lunch. I pulled it out of the bag and started to remove the wrapper. I suddenly realized what I held in my hand: I might have caught one plastic bag, but here I was carrying another. I always did my best to recycle, but couldn’t I do more to stop plastic pollution?

	What is the purpose of this section? What kind of writing techniques are used? What type of information is given?

Purpose: to engage the viewer and introduce the problem
Writing elements and information: using narration, a story, to engage the viewer and introduce the problem

	What documentary techniques could be used to portray the subjects in the writing?

an image of plastic bag in a river, a shot of a person near a river seeing the plastic bag, voiceover narration, music to create a tense mood


Argument:

States a claim about plastic pollution.

Supports the claim with evidence that includes relevant facts, statistics, and quotations.

Explains evidence with reasoning.

Do you know how big of a problem plastic pollution has become? Plastic bottles, bags, containers, and other items fill up our landfills and take hundreds of years to even start to decay. A lot of this plastic ends up polluting our oceans. According to Jessica Hullinger of The Week magazine, “as much as 8 million metric tons of plastic found its way to the ocean in 2010.” Where does all this plastic come from? There are many forms of plastic pollution, but let’s just focus on the kind I was carrying to the river with me that day. According to the documentary A Plastic Ocean, “80 million tons of waste in the U.S. alone, every year, comes from plastic food packaging.” Anjali Acharya, writing for the World Bank, reports that an estimated “1 million plastic bags [are] used every minute.” Also, “plastic food packaging represents the majority of municipal waste.” It is clear that the choices we make as individuals have an impact on plastic pollution. We might enjoy the convenience of using plastic to carry our food, but it comes at a cost.

	What is the purpose of this section? What kind of writing techniques are used? What type of information is given?

Purpose: to inform the viewer about the background of the problem and make an argument about why it needs to be addressed
Writing elements and information: using evidence and reasoning to talk about why plastic pollution is the problem

	What documentary techniques could be used to portray the subjects in the writing?

images of plastic pollution, voice-over narration, graphics and texts to explain the numbers and evidence the filmmaker is providing


Introduces the proposed solution.

Action Plan:

Thinking about what to do about plastic pollution can be overwhelming. But the more I researched, the more it seemed that the best way I could start to reduce plastic pollution was by using less plastic food packaging. I knew from my research that there are many ways we can reduce plastic pollution. But making a change at the middle of the plastic life cycle, as a consumer, seemed the most effective and most immediate action I could take. So here’s what I tried for a week. I brought my own reusable food containers to a restaurant or takeout to avoid using their plastic containers. It felt a little awkward and embarrassing at first, but the restaurant owners were actually really cool about it. I even found one restaurant owner who shared my concerns.

(Dialogue from the video:)

Emma: Hello, Shawn.

Shawn: Hello, Emma.

Emma (voiceover narration): Shawn is the owner of Three Spoons. She’s made progress in using sustainable material for her takeout items.

Explains the personal action plan.
Explains the results of the action plan.

Shawn: Here at Three Spoons we really only use paper takeout items for our to-go containers. We wrap our pastries in paper and place them in a paper bag for customers. We only supply straws if people ask for them, and the ones we provide, though expensive, are worth it. They’re compostable. They aren’t the perfect solution, but they work for now.

Emma (voiceover narration): My conversation with Shawn was inspiring. If I hadn’t tried out my own action plan I might never have learned about her efforts.
	What is the purpose of this section? What kind of writing techniques are used? What type of information is given?

Purpose: to explain and demonstrate to the viewer what actions the filmmaker took to reduce plastic pollution and show how this action can help to reduce the use of plastic
Writing elements and information: dialogue, interviews, narration about the filmmaker’s action plan

	What documentary techniques could be used to portray the subjects in the writing?

interviews, images of the restaurant where the person is talking to the owner, voice-over narration


Conclusion:

Conclusion that follows from and offers a reflection that focuses on the impact of the action taken.

It felt good to use less plastic, even though sometimes it meant having tough conversations or planning ahead to bring my own containers. To keep myself motivated, I thought about how I wasn’t just doing it for me. I pictured the sea turtle we learned about that ate a plastic bag out of confusion. I thought of the bag I picked up from the river and how I was lucky to get to it before it hurt an animal or ended up out in the ocean. It also helped to remember that I was not alone. According to Danielle Smith-Llera in her book Trash Vortex, “Every day people fight the war on plastic pollution.” In my research, I found that there were efforts to ban single-use plastic around the world. People are working to make recycling easier and more efficient, and inventors are coming up with new ways to clean our oceans. I will continue to do my part. I will bring my own containers instead of using disposable plastic ones. I will encourage others to do the same. I will see if I can get restaurants to support this work, inviting customers to bring their own reusable containers, and rid themselves of plastic bags. I will become part of the solution. 
	What is the purpose of this section? What kind of writing techniques are used? What type of information is given?

Purpose: to reflect on the impact of the filmmaker’s action plan and summarize her overall point of view on solving the problem
Writing elements and information: evidence from books and articles, details about how plastic affects wildlife

	What documentary techniques could be used to portray the subjects in the writing?

voice-over narration, text to explain the problem, images of places where people are banning plastic bags, music to help create a positive mood


Sources:

A Plastic Ocean. Written and directed by Craig Leeson, Brainstorm Media, 2017.

Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank, 4 June 2018. Web.

Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.
Model Documentary Script: 
“Lunch, Hold the Plastic”

W.7.1, W.7.2, W.7.3, SL.7.4, SL.7.6, L.7.6

Name:
Date:


Narrative Lead:

Recently, I was at my favorite spot at the river, in the middle of a very hot day, getting ready to jump in and cool off, when something out in the middle of the flowing water caught my eye. For a second I thought it might be a bird or a turtle resting on a rock, but I looked more closely and saw a plastic bag snagged on the branch of a tree. Immediately I thought of what we’d read about plastic pollution in class. How animals could swallow plastic or get caught in it. How plastic could end up in our drinking water or even our food. I rushed out into the river like a lifeguard to the rescue and unhooked the bag. I looked at the bag and realized that the plastic pollution problem I’d been reading about was not far away. It was right in my own town, right at my favorite river spot. The day seemed a little less bright when I sat down and started to unpack the sandwich I’d picked up for lunch. I pulled it out of the bag and started to remove the wrapper. I suddenly realized what I held in my hand: I might have caught one plastic bag, but here I was carrying another. I always did my best to recycle, but couldn’t I do more to stop plastic pollution?

	What is the purpose of this section? What kind of writing techniques are used? What type of information is given?

Purpose:

Writing elements and information:



	What documentary techniques could be used to portray the subjects in the writing?




Argument:

Do you know how big of a problem plastic pollution has become? Plastic bottles, bags, containers, and other items fill up our landfills and take hundreds of years to even start to decay. A lot of this plastic ends up polluting our oceans. According to Jessica Hullinger of The Week magazine, “as much as 8 million metric tons of plastic found its way to the ocean in 2010.” Where does all this plastic come from? There are many forms of plastic pollution, but let’s just focus on the kind I was carrying to the river with me that day. According to the documentary A Plastic Ocean, “80 million tons of waste in the U.S. alone, every year, comes from plastic food packaging.” Anjali Acharya, writing for the World Bank, reports that an estimated “1 million plastic bags [are] used every minute.” Also, “plastic food packaging represents the majority of municipal waste.” It is clear that the choices we make as individuals have an impact on plastic pollution. We might enjoy the convenience of using plastic to carry our food, but it comes at a cost.

	What is the purpose of this section? What kind of writing techniques are used? What type of information is given?

Purpose:

Writing elements and information:



	What documentary techniques could be used to portray the subjects in the writing?




Action Plan:

Thinking about what to do about plastic pollution can be overwhelming. But the more I researched, the more it seemed that the best way I could start to reduce plastic pollution was by using less plastic food packaging. I knew from my research that there are many ways we can reduce plastic pollution. But making a change at the middle of the plastic life cycle, as a consumer, seemed the most effective and most immediate action I could take. So here’s what I tried for a week. I brought my own reusable food containers to a restaurant or takeout to avoid using their plastic disposable containers. It felt a little awkward and embarrassing at first, but the restaurant owners were actually really cool about it. I even found one restaurant owner who shared my concerns.

(Dialogue from the video:)

Emma: Hello, Shawn.

Shawn: Hello, Emma.

Emma (voiceover narration): Shawn is the owner of Three Spoons. She’s made progress in using sustainable material for her takeout items.

Shawn: Here at Three Spoons we really only use paper takeout items for our to-go containers. We wrap our pastries in paper and place them in a paper bag for customers. We only supply straws if people ask for them, and the ones we provide, though expensive, are worth it. They’re compostable. They aren’t the perfect solution, but they work for now.

Emma (voiceover narration): My conversation with Shawn was inspiring. If I hadn’t tried out my own action plan I might never have learned about her efforts. 

	What is the purpose of this section? What kind of writing techniques are used? What type of information is given?

Purpose: 

Writing elements and information: 



	What documentary techniques could be used to portray the subjects in the writing?




Conclusion:

It felt good to use less plastic, even though sometimes it meant having tough conversations or planning ahead to bring my own containers. To keep myself motivated, I thought about how I wasn’t just doing it for me. I pictured the sea turtle we learned about that ate a plastic bag out of confusion. I thought of the bag I picked up from the river and how I was lucky to get to it before it hurt an animal or ended up out in the ocean. It also helped to remember that I was not alone. According to Danielle Smith-Llera in her book Trash Vortex, “Every day, people fight the war on plastic pollution.” In my research, I found that there were efforts to ban single-use plastic around the world. People are working to make recycling easier and more efficient, and inventors are coming up with new ways to clean our oceans. I will continue to do my part. I will bring my own containers instead of using disposable plastic ones. I will encourage others to do the same. I will see if I can get restaurants to support this work, inviting customers to bring their own reusable containers and rid themselves of plastic bags. I will become part of the solution.

	What is the purpose of this section? What kind of writing techniques are used? What type of information is given?

Purpose:

Writing elements and information:



	What documentary techniques could be used to portray the subjects in the writing?




Sources:

A Plastic Ocean. Written and directed by Craig Leeson, Brainstorm Media, 2017.

Acharya, Anjali. “Five Things You Can Do to End Plastic Pollution.” World Bank, 4 June 2018. Web

Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.
Exit Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 1

SL.7.1

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Use this exit ticket to help you brainstorm ideas for your action plans and help you come to an agreement as a group for your documentary plans.

Triad Members

Answers will vary with the names of students.

Triad’s Action Category

Personal Decisions (using less plastic, recycling more)

Personal Decision

give up plastic straws for a week

Individual Contributions to the Action Plan 

Each of us is going to refuse to use a certain kind of plastic for a week and document how much plastic we saved from going to waste.

How We Will Combine Our Actions for the Documentary

Since we are all refusing different kinds of plastic, we can include brief examples from each of our actions in the script. This way, we can show the effects of refusing to use different kinds of plastic.

Questions and Comments

Do we all need to refuse to use the same kind of plastic? How will we measure the impact of our decision to not use plastic?

Exit Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 1

SL.7.1

Name:
Date:


Directions: Use this exit ticket to help you brainstorm ideas for your action plans and help you come to an agreement as a group for your documentary plans.

Triad Members

Triad’s Action Category

Personal Decision

Individual Contributions to the Action Plan 

How We Will Combine Our Actions for the Documentary

Questions and Comments

5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide 

SL.7.2, L.7.1a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

It is clear that the choices we make as individuals have an impact on plastic pollution. (from paragraph 2 of Model Documentary Script: “Lunch, Hold the Plastic”)

Lesson 1 Placement 

Lead this Mini Language Dive after students analyze the model documentary script in Work Time B.

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address the daily learning target (I can determine the purpose and content of an effective documentary script about plastic pollution) and SL.7.2 by providing an idea that clarifies evidence to support a main claim in a documentary script.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses declarative language (It is clear) followed by a that-clause with the purpose of clarifying evidence to support a main claim. 

· Transfer: It is clear + that clause to clarify ideas and evidence to support a main claim when writing a documentary script in the Mid-Unit 3 Assessment.

Key

Yellow
Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: It is clear that the choices we make as individuals have an impact on plastic pollution.
· Ask:

“What is the central idea of this sentence?” (Answers will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all answers.)
· Read aloud the focus structure: It is clear
· Underline clear in yellow, and invite students to do the same on their note-catcher. 
· Ask:

“Can you give examples of items, structures, or materials in the world around us that are clear?” (Answers will vary, but help students to consider the transparency of water, windows, and glass bottles.)
“Why do you think the writer uses it is clear at the beginning of this sentence to introduce an idea?” (Answers will vary, but look for students to identify that a clear idea is one that is easy to see or understand. As needed, draw an explicit comparison between water and glass and clear ideas to help illustrate the concept of something being obvious or easy to perceive.) 
Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: It is clear that the choices we make as individuals have an impact on plastic pollution.
· Ask: 

“What do you notice about the language structure of the information that follows it is clear? Is it a phrase or a clause? How do you know?” (It is a clause that begins with that. We know this because it has a subject and a verb.)
· Invite students to review paragraph 2 of the model podcast to answer the questions below.

“What choice about plastic is the writer referring to? How do you know?” (The choice to consume food with plastic wrappers. Look for students to cite examples of sentences in the paragraph that mention food packaging or food containers.)
“What evidence does the writer provide about the impact of this choice?” (80 million tons of waste in the United States alone, every year, comes from plastic food packaging; 1 million plastic bags [are] used every minute; plastic food packaging represents the majority of municipal waste.)
“How can we use it is clear followed by a that-clause in our own speaking and writing?” (To explain what we can conclude from evidence provided to support a claim.)
· Ask:

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Answers will vary.)
“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the daily learning target: 
I can determine the purpose and content of an effective documentary script about plastic pollution?” (Answers will vary.)
Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

It is clear _____________________________________________. 

that clause
(that + subject + verb + [object] = that clause) 

· Say:

“Use this frame to write a sentence for your documentary script in your own words with your partners.” 
· Answers will vary, but may include: 

It is clear that we can reduce plastic consumption with some small actions. 


that clause
(that + subject + verb + [object] = that clause)
5-Minute Mini Language Dive Note-Catcher

Name:
Date:

Lesson 1

SL.7.2, L.7.1a

Sentence

It is clear that the choices we make as individuals have an impact on plastic pollution. 
(from paragraph 2 of Model Documentary Script: “Lunch, Hold the Plastic”) 

Practice
It is clear ____________________________________________________________________. 


that clause
(that + subject + verb + [object] = that clause) 

Lesson 2

W.7.3, L.7.1b

Sentence

I always did my best to recycle, but couldn’t I do more to stop plastic pollution? 
(from paragraph 1 of Model Documentary Script: “Lunch, Hold the Plastic”) 

Practice
_____________________________________________________________________________,

independent clause (statement)
but __________________________________________________________________________? 


independent clause (question)
(subject + predicate = independent clause that makes a statement)

(question word/helping verb + subject + predicate = independent clause that asks a question)
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