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	Plastic Pollution
	Grade 7: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 6



Card Swap Cards

SL.7.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Teacher Directions: Cut apart the cards ahead of time, and provide one card per student, making as many copies of these excerpts as is necessary. Students will meet with a partner. They will silently read the paragraph from the film A Plastic Ocean. They will share their paragraphs’ claim. Then, students will hear their partner’s claim. Then, students swap cards with their partners and find a new partner.  
	Plastic production globally is expected to be more than 300 million tons, half of which we’ll use just once . . . and then throw away. By 2050, when the population explodes to almost ten billion people, it’s expected that plastic production will triple. The problem with that is that today only a fraction of the plastic that we produce is recycled. The rest ends up in our environment, and it’s coating our land and our oceans like a disease. (15:24–15:54)

Claim: 

Plastic is a problem because only a fraction is recycled and the rest ends up in the environment.
	TANYA: Scientists estimate that there are more than five trillion pieces of plastic afloat in our oceans worldwide. 

CRAIG: There is no floating island of plastic. What exists is far more insidious. What exists is a kind of plastic smog. These tiny pieces of plastic that are floating on the surface of the ocean come from larger pieces. Over time, the sun’s ultraviolet light, ocean wave action, and salt break it up into smaller pieces called microplastics. Microplastics have rough, pitted surfaces. Waterborne chemicals from industry and agriculture stick to microplastics, making them toxic poison pills. (27:27–28:14)

Claim: 

Plastic in the ocean is terrible because it breaks into microplastics that become poisonous.

	CRAIG: We put a call to action out on Facebook: Go to your local beach, this is what you’re looking for. These are the bags, these are the pellets.

…

Sinopec sent down people from their head offices. They had general managers on the beaches. 

…

Once you let people know what the problem is, people have their own ideas and can contribute their own ingenuity to help solve the problem. The people of Hong Kong realized the severity of the problem, and just came out in their masses to help, and that is something that I will never, ever forget. (39:11–40:29)

Claim: 

People will help once you let them know what the problem is.
	TANYA: You can’t go anywhere without seeing food wrapped in plastic. You can’t go to a restaurant without, you know, takeout boxes being in plastic, hot foods going into plastic. You can’t go to a restaurant without, you know, takeout boxes being in plastic, hot foods going into plastic. My answer there is, well, demand safer plastic. (1:18:30–1:18:33)

Claim: 

Everywhere you go, food is wrapped in plastic.


Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.
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Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Analyze A Plastic Ocean (1:25:41–1:26:46) 
Note-Catcher

RI.7.7, SL.7.2, SL.7.3

(For Teacher Reference)

Part I

Directions: Use this chart to analyze the clip from A Plastic Ocean. Use the box labelled “Common Techniques in a Video” as a reference for your analysis.
	Common Techniques in a Video (for reference)

specific images, video, maps, graphics, narration, interviews, music

	Main Ideas:

German government makes plastic producers set up recycling systems.
We will all be better off if less plastic is used in the first place.
Plastic should be reclassified as a hazardous substance.
Plastic bags and plastic bottles are the worst single-use offenders.
Rwanda is one of the very few countries that have banned plastic bags.
Rwanda assessed the impact of plastic on soil and livestock and discovered the negative impact.
This led to its decision to ban plastic bags.

	Techniques Used to Support Ideas in the Clip:

images of German recycling; Craig showing how systems work; dramatic music; a graphic of the news story on a tablet; voiceover; zoom in on paper bag production; images of Rwandan children in nature; images of the Rwandan agricultural landscape

	Zoom in on an Excerpt:

TRANSCRIPT: Rwanda being an agricultural country, whereby we don’t have a lot of industries, we have tried to assess the impact of plastic bags on our soil, specifically, and on our animals, specifically livestock, then, after the assessment, we had to say that, “Why do we keep this when we know very well the negative impact of it?” (2:26:13–2:26:41)

How do the techniques in the video add to the meaning of the transcript and help develop ideas?

The images of German plastic producers and recycling show how the systems in Germany work. The images of Rwanda’s agricultural landscape, children, and people emphasize Rose’s question, “Why do we keep [plastic] when we know very well the negative impact of it?” These images of nature in Rwanda help the viewer recognize the natural beauty of Rwanda and how easily too much plastic could destroy it.


Part II

Directions: In the boxes below, record the evidence and reasoning the author uses to support the given claim. If a claim has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the claim. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.

	Claim
	Laws could limit plastic pollution.

	Evidence
	The video supports the claim by showing and explaining how Germany passed laws to make plastic producing companies set up recycling systems. Also, the discussion by Rose Mukankomeje explains why Rwanda banned plastic bags. There are also images of Rwanda’s clean, lush environment, showing what it’s like without plastic bags.
	Is the evidence sufficient?

YES

NO
Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

	Reasoning


	The reasoning is that both countries’ governments passed laws and now there is an effective system of recycling in one country and no plastic bags in the other.
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


Who is making the claim, and why? How does this affect your evaluation of the claim?

Craig states the claim that governments should pass laws to control plastic pollution. It is not surprising that he thinks laws are needed to help limit the use of plastic because he thinks plastic is bad. However, the examples do show that government regulations can help limit or recycle the use of plastic.

Evaluate the overall argument in this part of the film. Is the evidence sufficient and relevant? Is the reasoning sound? How does the speaker’s viewpoint influence the strength of the argument?

The claim is that laws can limit plastic pollution. The evidence is relevant because it relates directly to the topic. The evidence is sufficient because as it shows two countries limiting plastic pollution through laws. The reasoning is sound because the speaker explains the connection between the laws and the results. The speakers may be biased because they believe plastic is bad and governments should help. However, the argument is still strong because the evidence and reasoning show that laws help limit plastic pollution.
Part III

Directions: Read the transcript, and then answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the video clip.

1. How do the images of Rwandans making paper bags support Tanya’s ideas?

a. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of agriculture in Rwanda.

b. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of the importance of jobs.

c. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of manufacturing less plastic.
d. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of manufacturing more plastic.

2. How do the images of Rwanda’s landscape support Rose’s ideas?

a. Showing the landscape supports her idea that plastic negatively impacts people.

b. Showing the landscape supports her idea that agriculture is an important industry.
c. Showing the landscape supports her idea that plastic negatively impacts agriculture.

d. Showing the landscape supports her idea that paper production is an important industry.

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.
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Part I

Directions: Use this chart to analyze the clip from A Plastic Ocean. Use the box labelled “Common Techniques in a Video” as a reference for your analysis.
	Common Techniques in a Video (for reference)

specific images, video, maps, graphics, narration, interviews, music

	Main Ideas:



	Techniques Used to Support Ideas in the Clip:



	Zoom in on an Excerpt:

TRANSCRIPT: Rwanda being an agricultural country, whereby we don’t have a lot of industries, we have tried to assess the impact of plastic bags on our soil, specifically, and on our animals, specifically livestock, then, after the assessment, we had to say that, “Why do we keep this when we know very well the negative impact of it?” (2:26:13–2:26:41)

How do the techniques in the video add to the meaning of the transcript and help develop ideas?




Part II

Directions: In the boxes below, record the evidence and reasoning the author uses to support the given claim. If a claim has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the claim. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.
	Claim
	Laws could limit plastic pollution.

	Evidence
	
	Is the evidence sufficient?

YES

NO
Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

	Reasoning


	
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


Who is making the claim, and why? How does this affect your evaluation of the claim?

Evaluate the overall argument in this part of the film. Is the evidence sufficient and relevant? Is the reasoning sound? How does the speaker’s viewpoint influence the strength of the argument?

Part III

Directions: Read the transcript, and then answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the video clip.

3. How do the images of Rwandans making paper bags support Tanya’s ideas?

a. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of agriculture in Rwanda.

b. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of the importance of jobs.

c. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of manufacturing less plastic.

d. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of manufacturing more plastic.

4. How do the images of Rwanda’s landscape support Rose’s ideas?

a. Showing the landscape supports her idea that plastic negatively impacts people.

b. Showing the landscape supports her idea that agriculture is an important industry.

c. Showing the landscape supports her idea that plastic negatively impacts agriculture.

d. Showing the landscape supports her idea that paper production is an important industry.

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.
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Part I

Directions: Use this chart to analyze the clip from A Plastic Ocean. Use the box labelled “Common Techniques in a Video” as a reference for your analysis.

	Common Techniques in a Video (for reference)

specific images, video, maps, graphics, narration, interviews, music

	Main Ideas:



	Techniques Used to Support Ideas in the Clip:



	Zoom in on an Excerpt:

TRANSCRIPT: Rwanda being an agricultural country, whereby we don’t have a lot of industries, we have tried to assess the impact of plastic bags on our soil, specifically, and on our animals, specifically livestock, then, after the assessment, we had to say that, “Why do we keep this when we know very well the negative impact of it?” (2:26:13–2:26:41)

How do the techniques in the video add to the meaning of the transcript and help develop ideas?

The images of German plastic-producers and recycling show
The images of Rwanda’s agricultural landscape, children, and people emphasize
These images of nature in Rwanda help the viewer



Part II

Directions: In the boxes below, record the evidence and reasoning the author uses to support the given claim. If a claim has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the claim. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.

	Claim
	Laws could limit plastic pollution.

	Evidence


	The video supports the claim by showing
Also, the discussion by Rose Mukankomeje explains
There are also images of
	Is the evidence sufficient?

YES

NO
Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO



	Reasoning


	The reasoning is that both countries’ governments


	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO




Who is making the claim, and why? How does this affect your evaluation of the claim?


Craig states the claim that


It is not surprising that he thinks


However, the examples do show that

Evaluate the overall argument in this part of the film. Is the evidence sufficient and relevant? Is the reasoning sound? How does the speaker’s viewpoint influence the strength of the argument?


The claim is that


The evidence is/is not relevant because


The evidence is/is not sufficient because


The reasoning is/is not sound because


The speakers may be biased because


However, the argument is still strong because

Part III

Directions: Read the transcript, and then answer the following questions to demonstrate your understanding of the video clip.

5. How do the images of Rwandans making paper bags support Tanya’s ideas?

a. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of agriculture in Rwanda.

b. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of the importance of jobs.

c. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of manufacturing less plastic.

d. Showing paper instead of plastic supports her idea of manufacturing more plastic.

6. How do the images of Rwanda’s landscape support Rose’s ideas?

a. Showing the landscape supports her idea that plastic negatively impacts people.

b. Showing the landscape supports her idea that agriculture is an important industry.

c. Showing the landscape supports her idea that plastic negatively impacts agriculture.

d. Showing the landscape supports her idea that paper production is an important industry.

Source: Transcribed from A Plastic Ocean. Directed by Craig Leeson. Brainstorm Media, 2017. Used by permission of A Plastic Ocean Foundation.
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