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	Epidemics
	Grade 7: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 5



Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 5

L.7.4

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, respond to the following prompt.
In the chart, write the number for each definition next to the word or phrase it defines from the article, “Conflicting Ideas.”

Definitions

1. any enormous or powerful creature or thing

2. use existing work as a basis or support

3. the branch of medicine that deals with how diseases spread through populations

4. the spread of ideas, attitudes, or behavior patterns in a group through imitation and conformity

5. the likening of one thing to another based on similarity of features

6. thoroughly accurate, precise

	Definition
	Word and Sentence from the Text

	3
	epidemiology: “For many years marketers, pollsters and the like have been borrowing from epidemiology . . .”

	6
	rigorous: “Ideas are nebulous and insubstantial and do not lend themselves to rigorous study.”

	4
	social contagion: “A new paper published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, though, has managed to get around that problem to study exactly how ‘social contagion’ works—in the form of signing up to Facebook, the social-networking behemoth.”

	5
	analogy: “If, that is, the analogy between ideas and germs is a good one.”

	1
	behemoth: “A new paper published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, though, has managed to get around that problem to study exactly how ‘social contagion’ works—in the form of signing up to Facebook, the social-networking behemoth.”

	2
	piggybacking: “High time, then, for social psychologists to stop piggybacking on epidemiologists and work harder on their own models.”


Source: T.C. “Conflicting Ideas.” The Economist. 3 Apr. 2012. Web.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 5

L.7.4

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, respond to the following prompt.
In the chart, write the number for each definition next to the word or phrase it defines from the article, “Conflicting Ideas.”

Definitions

7. any enormous or powerful creature or thing

8. use existing work as a basis or support

9. the branch of medicine that deals with how diseases spread through populations

10. the spread of ideas, attitudes, or behavior patterns in a group through imitation and conformity

11. the likening of one thing to another based on similarity of features

12. thoroughly accurate, precise

	Definition
	Word and Sentence from the Text

	
	epidemiology: “For many years marketers, pollsters and the like have been borrowing from epidemiology . . .”

	
	rigorous: “Ideas are nebulous and insubstantial and do not lend themselves to rigorous study.”

	
	social contagion: “A new paper published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, though, has managed to get around that problem to study exactly how ‘social contagion’ works—in the form of signing up to Facebook, the social-networking behemoth.”

	
	analogy: “If, that is, the analogy between ideas and germs is a good one.”

	
	behemoth: “A new paper published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, though, has managed to get around that problem to study exactly how ‘social contagion’ works—in the form of signing up to Facebook, the social-networking behemoth.”

	
	piggybacking: “High time, then, for social psychologists to stop piggybacking on epidemiologists and work harder on their own models.”


Source: T.C. “Conflicting Ideas.” The Economist. 3 Apr. 2012. Web.

Argument: “Conflicting Ideas” Note-Catcher

RI.7.1, RI.7.8

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: In the boxes below, record the main claim the author makes in the article, the points into which that claim is broken down, and the evidence and reasoning the author uses to support those points. If a point has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the point. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.
	Main Claim:

Although people want to study ideas as if they were like germs, the research shows that ideas don’t spread like germs.


	Point

(First Part of Main Claim)
	People want to study ideas as if they were like germs.

	Evidence

(Examples, Facts, Details, Information, Data)
	“For many years marketers, pollsters and the like have been borrowing from epidemiology . . .”

“Ideas, the thinking went, spread in much the same way as a bout of flu or measles.”
	Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO

	Reasoning

(How the Author Explains the Evidence or How the Evidence Supports the Point)
	The author says that it makes sense that people would want to study ideas as if they were like germs. This would mean that people didn’t need to “reinvent the wheel” and come up with new methods. But he expresses doubt that it’s possible.
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO

	Point

(Second Part of Main Claim)
	Research shows that ideas don’t spread like germs.

	Evidence

(Examples, Facts, Details, Information, Data)
	“54m e-mails sent out by users inviting friends” were studied.

“Researchers found that the best predictor of whether someone would join Facebook” were the number of “distinct groups” of friends.

Once you account for number of groups, people who know more people on Facebook “became slightly less likely to join.”
	Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO

	Reasoning

(How the Author Explains the Evidence or How the Evidence Supports the Point)
	The study showed that the most important factor for signing up to Facebook is how many different groups of friends you had on it. This is different from germs, which would spread only based on how many people you came in contact with. The study actually showed that once you accounted for how many groups of friends you had, knowing more people actually made you less likely to join. This is the opposite of how germs spread.
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


Directions: Write to answer the following prompts:
Evaluate whether the argument is strong. Are the points supported by relevant and sufficient evidence and sound reasoning? Are the author’s sources credible?

Directions: Underline is or is not, and complete each sentence starter.
The argument is/is not strong.

The argument is strong. It convinces me that social scientists need to come up with their own models; the epidemiology model doesn’t work for social contagion. The author convinces me by using relevant evidence, like the idea that groups, as opposed to individuals, impact whether or not people sign up to Facebook. The evidence is also sufficient because there is evidence in each paragraph. Lastly, the reasoning is sound and makes sense. The author explains how his evidence connects to his claims.
Directions: Record any questions you have to discuss in the text-based discussion.
Answers will vary, but may include:

In signing up for Facebook, why do different groups influence people more than number of friends?

What about all the other studies we’ve read about that do show that ideas spread like germs?
	Essay Planning: How does this article add to your understanding of how social scientists use ideas from the study of epidemics to understand and explain human behavior?

	This article looks at researchers who study how ideas spread. The writer tells how many people use ideas from medical epidemics to study the spread of ideas, but he says that this would be hard to test. Then he looks at a specific example of Facebook sign-ups to see how ideas really spread. He argues that this proves that ideas don’t spread in exactly the same way as germs, so people who study ideas need to come up with their own theories.


Source: T.C. “Conflicting Ideas.” The Economist. 3 Apr. 2012. Web.
Argument: “Conflicting Ideas” Note-Catcher

RI.7.1, RI.7.8

Name:
Date:


Directions: In the boxes below, record the main claim the author makes in the article, the points into which that claim is broken down, and the evidence and reasoning the author uses to support those points. If a point has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the point. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.
	Main Claim:


a




	Point
	

	Evidence


	
	Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO

	Reasoning
	
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


	Point


	

	Evidence


	
	Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO

	Reasoning


	
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


Directions: Write to answer the following prompts:
Evaluate whether the argument is strong. Are the points supported by relevant and sufficient evidence and sound reasoning? Are the author’s sources credible?

Directions: Record any questions you have to discuss in the text-based discussion.
	Essay Planning: How does this article add to your understanding of how social scientists use ideas from the study of epidemics to understand and explain human behavior?

	


Argument: “Conflicting Ideas” Note-Catcher

RI.7.1, RI.7.8

Name:
Date:


Directions: In the boxes below, record the main claim the author makes in the article, the points into which that claim is broken down, and the evidence and reasoning the author uses to support those points. If a point has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the point. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.
	Main Claim:





	Point

(First Part of Main Claim)
	

	Evidence

(Examples, Facts, Details, Information, Data)
	
	Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO

	Reasoning

(How the Author Explains the Evidence or How the Evidence Supports the Point)
	
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


	Point

(Second Part of Main Claim)
	

	Evidence

(Examples, Facts, Details, Information, Data)
	
	Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO

	Reasoning

(How the Author Explains the Evidence or How the Evidence Supports the Point)
	
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


Directions: Write to answer the following prompts:
Evaluate whether the argument is strong. Are the points supported by relevant and sufficient evidence and sound reasoning? Are the author’s sources credible?

Directions: Underline is or is not, and complete each sentence starter.

The argument is / is not strong.

The first point is/is not supported by relevant evidence because

The evidence is/is not sufficient because

The reasoning is/is not sound because

The second point is/is not supported by relevant evidence because

The evidence is/is not sufficient because

The reasoning is/is not sound because

Directions: Record any questions you have to discuss in the text-based discussion.
	Essay Planning: How does this article add to your understanding of how social scientists use ideas from the study of epidemics to understand and explain human behavior?

	The author writes that social epidemics are like medical epidemics because

Another example from the article is

These show that
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