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Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 2

RI.7.8

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, respond to the following prompts.
Use your background knowledge and prior experiences to define the following words. These words may be new to you, so this is a chance for you to work independently before reviewing with the class. 

A. argument:

An assertion or opinion and its supporting points, evidence, and reasoning

B. main claim:

A statement of opinion that can be proven or disproven with evidence and reasoning

C. point:

An important idea or reason used to support a claim

D. evidence:

Information such as examples, data, facts and quotes that support an idea

E. reasoning:

Explanations of why a claim is true, including explanations of how the evidence given proves the claim

How are the above words related? Again, this may be new for you, so write your best idea. Responses will be reviewed in class.

An argument is made up of a main claim and points, which are supported by evidence and reasoning.
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Directions: As you enter class, respond to the following prompts.
Use your background knowledge and prior experiences to define the following words. These words may be new to you, so this is a chance for you to work independently before reviewing with the class. 

F. argument:

G. main claim:

H. point:

I. evidence:

J. reasoning:

How are the above words related? Again, this may be new for you, so write your best idea. Responses will be reviewed in class.

Argument: “Kindness Contagion” Note-Catcher

RI.7.1, RI.7.8

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: In the boxes below, record the main claim the author makes in the article, the points into which that claim is broken down, and the evidence and reasoning the author uses to support those points. If a point has multiple pieces of supporting evidence and reasoning, record them all in the boxes below the point. Then evaluate whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient and the reasoning is sound, and underline YES or NO in the right-hand column.
	Main Claim:

Kindness is contagious and takes on new forms as it spreads.


	Point

(First Part of Main Claim)
	Kindness is contagious.

	Evidence

(Examples, Facts, Details, Information, Data)
	“Tell someone that his neighbors donated to a charity, and that person will boost his own giving, even a year later.” 

“Like other scientists, we found that participants who believed others were generous became more generous themselves.”

People “value being on the same page with others.” When people learn that their “own opinions match those of a group, they engage brain regions associated with the experience of reward.”
	Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO

	Reasoning

(How the Author Explains the Evidence or How the Evidence Supports the Point)
	The evidence from the studies shows that when people witness or hear about kind actions they also act more kindly. This shows that kindness is contagious. The author further backs this claim up by explaining why people would imitate each other: because the brain rewards us for feeling like we’re on the same page as others.
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO

	Point

(Second Part of Main Claim)
	Kindness can take on new forms as it spreads.

	Evidence

(Examples, Facts, Details, Information, Data)
	“People who had watched others donate generously wrote friendlier, more empathic, and more supportive notes than those who had watched others behave greedily.”

“People who believed others had felt empathy for the homeless cared more themselves, and also donated twice as much as people who believed others had felt little empathy.”
	Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO

	Reasoning

(How the Author Explains the Evidence or How the Evidence Supports the Point)
	The evidence the author presents supports the point that kindness can take on new forms as it spreads. The fact that people wrote friendlier letters or donated money based on hearing about others’ actions or feelings shows that people can “catch” kindness without having to imitate the exact action. As the author says, the evidence “suggests that kindness evolves as it diffuses, ‘infecting’ behaviors through which new individuals can express it.”
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO




Directions: Write to answer the following prompts:
Evaluate whether the argument is strong. Are the points supported by relevant and sufficient evidence and sound reasoning? Are the author’s sources credible?

Directions: Underline is or is not in the first sentence, and then complete each sentence starter.
The argument in this article is/is not strong.

The argument in this article is strong. The writer’s main claim is that kindness is contagious and can take on new forms as it spreads. He supports this claim with evidence from his studies. For example, the author shows how people don’t even need to see that person doing something kind to change their behaviors. The author uses reasoning to explain that kindness might be contagious because people “value being on the same page with others.” Therefore, the author’s argument is strong because he uses sufficient and relevant evidence and sound reasoning.
Directions: Record any questions you have to discuss in the text-based discussion.
Answers will vary, but may include:

What exactly made the people in the study donate more money?

How was the pen-pal task related to the charity task?

Why do people feel rewarded when learning they have the same opinion as others?

	Essay Planning: How does this article add to your understanding of how social scientists use ideas from the study of epidemics to understand and explain human behavior?

	The title of the article says that kindness can spread “like a virus.” The writer then uses words to describe kindness such as “contagious” and that it “infects” people. He also explains about the experiments he and his colleagues did to examine how kindness can spread. The scientists used these experiments to see exactly how it is contagious. This method of study is very similar to how people would study disease epidemics.


Source: Zaki, Jamil. “Kindness Contagion.” Scientific American, 26 July 2016. Web.
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	Essay Planning: How does this article add to your understanding of how social scientists use ideas from the study of epidemics to understand and explain human behavior?
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NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO
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(How the Author Explains the Evidence or How the Evidence Supports the Point)
	
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


	Point

(Second Part of Main Claim)
	

	Evidence

(Examples, Facts, Details, Information, Data)
	
	Is the evidence relevant?

YES

NO

Is the evidence sufficient? 

YES

NO

	Reasoning

(How the Author Explains the Evidence or How the Evidence Supports the Point)
	
	Is the reasoning sound?

YES

NO


Directions: Write to answer the following prompts:
Evaluate whether the argument is strong. Are the points supported by relevant and sufficient evidence and sound reasoning? Are the author’s sources credible?

Directions: Underline is or is not in the first sentence, and then complete each sentence starter.
The argument in this article is / is not strong.


The writer’s claim is



He supports this claim with


For example,



The author uses reasoning to


Therefore, the author’s reasoning is strong because

Directions: Record any questions you have to discuss in the text-based discussion.
	Essay Planning: How does this article add to your understanding of how social scientists use ideas from the study of epidemics to understand and explain human behavior?

	The title of the article says that kindness can spread

The writer then uses words to describe kindness such as

He also explains about the experiments he and his colleagues did to examine

The scientists used these experiments to see

This method of study is very similar to





Discussion Norms Anchor Chart

SL.7.1

(Example for Teacher Reference)

I listen carefully and wait my turn to speak. (I do not interrupt.)

I ask questions to better understand what people are saying.

I make comments that contribute to the discussion.

I respond to questions to help people better understand what I am saying and to build on the discussion.

I stay on topic.

I link my ideas to those of others.

I speak in complete sentences.

I assume positive intent.

	Cue
	Response

	Expand a Response

	· “Can you say more about that?”

· “Can you give an example?”

· “I’m interested in what you said about _____. Can you tell me more?”

· “Can you give us more details about _____?”

· “How did you come to that conclusion? What made you think that?”

· “What did you learn/do you hope to learn from _____? Why?”
	· “Sure, I think that _____.”

· “OK. One example is _____.”

	Clarify a Response 

	· “So, do you mean _____?”

· “I’m not sure I understand _____. Can you clarify?”

· “Could you say that again? I’m not sure I understand.”
	· “Yes, you’ve got it.”

· “No, sorry, that’s not what I mean. I mean _____.”

	Deepen Thinking

	· “Why do you think that?”

· “What, in the (sentence/text), makes you think so?”

· “What if _____ (that word were removed/the main character had done something different/we didn’t write an introduction)?”

· “Can you figure out why _____ (the author used this phrase/we used that strategy/there’s an -ly added to that word)?”
	· “Because _____.”

· “If you look at _____, it says _____, which means _____.”

· “If we did that, then _____.”

· “I think it’s because _____.”
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