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Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 11

L.6.3a
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, complete the tasks below.

Revise the paragraph below to improve meaning and sentence variety by combining shorter simple sentences and using conjunctions to show how two sentences are related.

The Washington police marched towards us. We thought they were there to honor the Bonus Army. We thought they came to thank us for our military service. We thought they came with an agreement from President Hoover to honor our requests for our bonus payment. People came out of buildings to witness this event. They lined the streets and cheered. The police charged. The police started shooting. Soldiers threw tear gas into the crowd. We started to retreat. Our campsite was set on fire.

Sample student response: The Washington police marched towards us in uniform rows. It seemed they had come in peace, to honor the Bonus Army, thank us for our military service, and bring an agreement from President Hoover granting our request for our bonus payment. All around us, people poured out of buildings, lining the streets and cheering! Suddenly, the police charged us. Shots were fired. Soldiers hurled tear gas into the crowd. We retreated in fear while our campsites went up in flames behind us.
Explain the changes you made and how they improve the variety and meaning of the paragraph.

Sample student response: One change I made was to combine sentences 2, 3, and 4. 
This change improved the variety of the paragraph by removing redundancies and changing up sentences that all had the same beginning. I also added descriptive language (poured, hurled) to make the scene more intense and easier to visualize. I used ‘suddenly’ as a transition to show how the scene changed.
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Independent Argument Evidence
Note-Catcher

RL.6.1, W.6.1b, W.6.4, W.6.9a

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Complete this note-catcher as you gather evidence to answer the focus question.

Focus Question: Should Cal return to Challagi Indian Industrial School?
	Position 1: Cal should return to Challagi Indian Industrial School.
	Position 2: Cal should not return to Challagi Indian Industrial School.

	Reason

The veterans’ campaign is not yet over.
	Reason

Pop needs Cal to protect him.

	Evidence

· Pop wants to keep fighting—“He and the other vets had to try again and keep trying until they won their rightful bonuses . . . He was never going to quit trying, so I couldn’t give up either” (313).
· Pop can’t focus on the campaign when Cal is there, skips taking a stand at the bridge after Cal arrives.
	Evidence

· Cal has reliable premonitions about Pop’s safety.
· Cal helped save Pop—“no way are you going to let me try to make a stand at the bridge. Right?” (309)

	Reasoning

Pop originally told Cal that Cal could not come with him to Washington because of the veterans’ campaign. Cal left Challagi to save Pop, but the campaign still isn’t over. Now that Cal has done what he intended to do, and protected Pop, he should return to Challagi so that Pop can finish what he started.
	Reasoning

Cal had a premonition that Pop and the other veterans were going to be hurt. Deacon told Cal that premonitions can show things that really might happen. Because of Cal’s vision, Pop decides not to participate in a protest that could have become dangerous. Cal should stay with Pop in order to tell him about other visions he has and keep Pop from danger.

	Reason

Cal has made very good friends at Challagi.
	Reason

Pop might want Cal to stay with him.

	Evidence

· Misses his friends—“As much as I loved being back with my father, I was also missing the boys in our Creek gang” (314).
· Cal is growing up, he is more independent.
· Cal’s friends are his “brothers” (314).
	Evidence

· Asks Cal what he wants to do, doesn’t tell him he has to go back to Challagi—“You sure about that, son?” (313)
· Has told Cal (in letters and in person) how much he misses him—“It’s good just to sit here with you son, I’ve missed you” (309).
· Cal is Pop’s only family.

	Reasoning

When Pop first left to go to Washington, Cal did not want to go Challagi. He did not know anyone there and he knew how much he would miss Pop. Since then, Cal has made a group of really close friends that are his “brothers” (314). These boys are part of Cal’s “Creek gang” and he misses them (314). He should return to Challagi in order to continue building those friendships.
	Reasoning

Pop and Cal do not have any family besides each other. It has been very difficult for the two of them to be away from each other. They have written letters when they talk about how much they miss each other. In Washington, instead of telling Cal that he has to return to Challagi, he asks Cal, “What now, son?” When Cal says that he is going back to Challagi, Pop asks him, “You sure about that, son?” (313). Pop is no longer telling Cal that he has to be at Challagi. He might want Cal to stay with him instead.

	Reason

Cal wants to continue his education.
	Reason

Cal’s time at Challagi was meant to be temporary.

	Evidence

· Has more to learn—“I could learn more about agricultural science, spend time in the horse barn” (314).
· Has already learned so much—“been allotted a plot of my own to farm” (273), has access to a library.
	Evidence

· Pop always said he’d come to Challagi when the campaign was over.
· Cal was just waiting for Pop to return.
· Cal’s friends and the superintendent know he isn’t planning on staying.

	Reasoning

Cal has always been a smart kid who loves reading. At Challagi, he has access to an education that he did not have before. He can take academic classes and industrial classes. There is a library he can use. He even has a plot of land that is his to farm. Cal likes thinking about all the things he can learn if he stays at Challagi. He should return to school in order to continue his education.
	Reasoning

Pop and Cal’s plan was never to have Cal stay at Challagi indefinitely. It was only supposed to be a temporary arrangement while Pop participated in the veterans’ campaign. If Cal returns to Challagi when he has the opportunity to stay with Pop, he is changing the plans they had to stick together.

	Reason

Cal feels connected to his Creek roots for the first time.
	Reason

Cal has become older and more mature.

	Evidence

· Wants to connect more with his Creek identity; “. . . being Cal Blackbird meant I also had another road to follow, the road of being a Creek Indian” (314).
· Stomp dancing, Creek words and phrases, sweat lodge.
	Evidence

· Stayed at Challagi for months, even when he didn’t want to.
· Managed to get to Washington by himself.
· Has learned how to be independent.

	Reasoning 

Before Cal went to Challagi, he did not even know that he and Pop were Creek Indian. During his time at Challagi, however, he has learned so much more about this part of his identity. He has Creek friends, he has learned more Creek words, he has participated in stomp dancing, and his friends organized a sweat lodge for him, where he talked about his vision. This is all new for Cal and he should stay at Challagi to develop these relationships.
	Reasoning 

Even though Cal was only at Challagi for a couple months, he grew more mature and independent than he was before. He no longer needs Pop to always tell him what to do or how to act. Originally, Pop thought Cal was too young to be in Washington as an army was formed. But Cal has grown up a lot. He would be better able to protect himself now if the campaign became dangerous.


Now that I’ve thought about it, my claim is:

Responses will vary. Students will choose one of the two positions after evaluating all of the evidence they have collected for both sides. Then they will write the claim in their own words here.

Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
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What is a pronoun?

A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun in a sentence.

What is an antecedent?

An antecedent is the noun that a pronoun refers back to in a sentence.

	First Person Singular Pronouns
	First Person Plural Pronouns

	Subjective: I

Objective: me

Possessive: my, mine
	Subjective: we

Objective: us

Possessive: our, ours

	Second Person Singular Pronouns
	Second Person Plural Pronouns

	Subjective: you

Objective: you

Possessive: your, yours 
	Subjective: you

Objective: you

Possessive: your, yours 

	Third Person Singular Pronouns
	Third Person Plural Pronouns

	Subjective: he, she, 
they (gender-neutral), it

Objective: him, her, 
them (gender-neutral), it

Possessive: his, hers, 
theirs (gender-neutral), its
	Subjective: they

Objective: them

Possessive: their, theirs


Consider the following:

· What is the case of the missing pronoun?

· What is the antecedent of the missing pronoun?

· What is the person and number of the antecedent?

· What is the correct pronoun to use in this sentence?

Example 1: Gale shakes ______ head. “Powers that be are not taking kindly to all those former doughboys setting up camp so close to the White House.”

Example 2: ______ have learned more from her about the Bonus Army than I’ve gotten from the last two months of reading papers.

Example 3: During the time I was at my old school there were kids I’d been friendly with. But none of ______ were like Possum or Little Coon or Deacon.
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