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Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 14

RL.6.1, RL.6.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, reread the definition of theme below and answer the questions that follow. Be sure to save this Entrance Ticket, as we will visit it in future lessons.

The themes of a text are the statements or observations that an author is making about life or the “real world” through the text. A theme is a message rooted in the text and evident throughout a text, but relevant to a broader audience. There is often more than one theme in a text.

What are some possible emerging themes of Two Roads?

Sample student responses:

· Following a code can root a person in their values and guide their life.

· Respect all you encounter—people and nature both.

· Spending time in nature can help us recharge and find peace.

· Family members take care of each other, even when it requires self-sacrifice.

· United States history can be biased and incomplete. It is important to consider the perspectives of those who have been left out of popular accounts in history.

· It is critical to study indigenous histories so their contributions are not forgotten.

· Identities are complicated and conflicting, and tensions may exist between our different identities.

· Our peers, our school, our families, and our experiences can affirm or threaten our identities.

· People have the power to start change in their country by challenging those in positions of power.
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Chapter 17, “The Dorm”

· Possum and Cal climb the huge vine that has attached itself to Building Four, one of the boys’ dorms.

· Before Cal climbs through the window, he recognizes the dorm from a vision he had when Pop was telling an old Challagi story.

· Possum shows Cal where he will sleep, and Cal wishes he was anywhere but at Challagi.

· Possum asks Cal if he is missing home. Cal says no, but then explains that he is missing the road.

· Cal and Possum have a brief conversation about Pop and Cal being hoboes. Possum is interested in hearing Cal’s stories.

· Superintendent Morrell and Pop step into the dorm room. The superintendent makes a comment regarding Cal looking more civilized, and informs Cal that the next step in his improvement is getting a uniform.

· Pop, Cal, Possum, and Superintendent Morrell go downstairs.

· Cal thinks about how his father is about to leave him alone at Challagi.

· Superintendent Morrell says a farewell to Pop and leaves.

· Possum waits for Cal about fifty feet away so that Cal can say goodbye to Pop.

· Pop asks Cal if he will be okay. Though Cal is not happy to be at Challagi, he knows that Pop needs to hear the opposite.

· Cal assures Pop that he will be okay, and gives Pop his mother’s comb.

· Pop hugs Cal goodbye.
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