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	American Indian Boarding Schools
	Grade 6: Module 3: Unit 1: Lesson 8



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 8

(Answer for Teacher Reference)
RI.6.2

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Next, read an excerpt from page 317 of the Afterword of Two Roads, starting at “For Native kids . . .” and ending at “. . . original tribal communities.”

1. Which statement best represents the central idea of this excerpt?

For some students, the schools confirmed and strengthened their Indian identity.
American Indian athlete, Jim Thorpe, sent his sons to American Indian boarding schools.

Conditions at American Indian boarding schools were not as bad as they were portrayed.

Some of the students at the Indian schools knew very little about their Indian culture.
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RI.6.2

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Next, read an excerpt from page 317 of the Afterword of Two Roads, starting at “For Native kids . . .” and ending at “. . . original tribal communities.”

2. Which statement best represents the central idea of this excerpt?

a. For some students, the schools confirmed and strengthened their Indian identity.

b. American Indian athlete, Jim Thorpe, sent his sons to American Indian boarding schools.

c. Conditions at American Indian boarding schools were not as bad as they were portrayed.

d. Some of the students at the Indian schools knew very little about their Indian culture.
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Chapter 9, “Upside Down”

· Cal and Pop hop a train to take them further west, to Challagi.

· Cal asks about his heritage. Pop informs Cal that he is half Indian because his mother was Armenian and Pop is Creek.

· Cal asks about Challagi. Pop does not hold any information back from Cal. Pop confides to Cal that a main reason kids ran away from Challagi, including himself, was because of the severe discipline. Some Indian children were even killed at Indian schools.

· After the Meriam Report, Pop assumes the treatment of Indian children has improved.

· Cal worries about how he will fit in with the other Indian students.

· Cal does not say much but Pop gives words to Cal’s fears: Cal is fearful that he will not fit in because he has been raised to see himself as white and he doesn’t “speak Indian.”

· Pop explains that there will be Indian kids at Challagi who “don’t know much Indian at all.” Pop continues to explain that there is not just one Indian language because there is a language for every tribe, so students do not necessarily know each other’s languages.

· Pop shares that he made great friends while at Challagi.

· Pop encourages Cal by stating, “I’ve never known anyone to be a faster learner than you, Cal.” Pop is sure that Cal will learn well and learn quickly at Challagi.

· Pop informs Cal that kids at Challagi who look white have a hard time. The students get bullied because their skin is so light. Pop tells Cal that he will have an easier time because his skin is darker.

· After the conversation, Cal feels as though “my world is upside down now for sure.”

Analyze Point of View: Two Roads Note-Catcher

RL.6.1, RL.6.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Use the graphic organizers to determine a character’s point of view and how the author developed the point of view.

READ

Record the chapter you read, and name the character whose point of view you are examining.

COLLECT

Gather and record evidence of the character’s point of view. Name how the author developed the character’s point of view (thoughts, dialogue, actions, facial expressions, figurative language, description, examples, etc.).

CONNECT

State the character’s point of view toward a specific subject.

	READ

	Chapter 9

Character: Pop

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	Pop calls the teachers at Challagi “good-hearted” and says “they want to help us” (107).
Pop and many other students tried to run away several times.
Students were starved and beaten; Pop hopes the Meriam Report addressed these issues.
Pop says he made a lot of “good and true” friends at Challagi (113).
Pop says kids learn about their Indian heritage from other students, like their tribal language and stomp dances.
Author uses Pop’s dialogue to develop his point of view.
	Pop’s point of view toward Challagi is surprisingly positive. Even though the conditions were harsh, he learned about his Indian identity and made good friends. He believes that some of the issues will have improved by now for Cal.

	READ

	Chapters 10 and 11

Character: Pop

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	“‘Indians?’ he asks. I don’t know how to reply. No? Yes? Maybe?” (115).
“Pop says I’m Indian. But I’ve never felt like an Indian, never thought of myself that way. I just want to be myself. Just Cal” (124).
“What I am is a gentleman of the road. A man with an ethical code. My pop’s son” (124).
“What I’m hearing is not the whir and rattle of steel on steel. Instead it seems to be saying: You’re White, You’re Indian, You’re White, You’re Indian . . .” (124).
Author uses Cal’s inner thoughts to convey point of view.
	Cal’s point of view toward his identity is confusion. He is feeling a tension between his white and Creek ethnicities. He is struggling to find balance among his different identities.


	READ

	Chapter 12

Character: Superintendent Morrell

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	“I wish to welcome you all here today to see this fine display of discipline and wholesome competition, principles that Challagi attempts to ingrain in our boys and girls as we mold them to meet a world so different from that in which their savage forebears lived” (138–139).
“Your race might be bred out of existence before achieving the full benefits of civilization” (144).
Author uses character’s speech to convey point of view.
	Superintendent Morrell’s point of view toward Indians is that they are a lower class who need to be civilized through schooling.

	READ

	Chapter 14

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	“feeling like a lamb being led to the slaughter” (150)
“pointing his finger like a gun at the boy’s chest” (150)
“those three words hit like arrows shot into my chest” (151).
“Ready to get shaved like a sheep?” (152)
Author uses figurative language (similes) to convey point of view.
	Cal feels powerless and at the mercy of the powers around him. He also seems to be waiting for terrible things to happen.


	READ

	Chapter 17

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	Sample student response: “But I’m not going to be isolated here at this Indian school. Marooned on a desert island like Robinson Crusoe. Or maybe sort of like Robinson Crusoe, with my new friend Possum as my man Friday” (177).
Author uses allusion to convey point of view.
	Sample student response: Cal’s point of view toward Challagi is optimistic. Cal sees a friend in Possum as Friday was a friend to Robinson Crusoe when Crusoe was abandoned on a deserted island.

	READ

	Chapter 18

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	“Maybe they think I’m not worth knowing” (186).
“Maybe he’s just putting up with me” (186).
“I’ll be on my own, without Pop to guide me and be by my side every day and every night” (186).
“I’ll be alone in a crowd of kids who have nothing in common with me” (186).
Author uses Cal’s inner thoughts to convey point of view.
	Cal is feeling unsure of himself.


	READ

	Chapter 21

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	Students with light skin are called stahitkey, or white boy.
Cal is teased by the darker-skinned Creeks for being helpful toward Tommy, a student with light skin who appears white.
“Being labeled as a white student here at Challagi was almost as bad as being seen as an Indian in the white world” (221).
“I’d come to realize just how lucky I was not to be seen that way. But it still didn’t mean that I felt good about seeing people treated bad just for being born who they were” (221).
Author uses examples to convey point of view.
	Cal has some discomfort with the way Challagi students categorize different types of Indians. Full blood Indians look down on the mixed blood students, and everyone looks down on the students who look white. Cal has experienced both acceptance for being seen as white outside of school and acceptance for being Indian in the school. He doesn’t feel that anyone should be judged by their race.

	READ

	Chapter 22

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	Virgil and Perseus in the Underworld
Theseus and the Minotaur
“It makes me wish I could find a magic thread that I could follow to get out of the labyrinth of this Indian school” (230).
Author uses allusion to convey point of view.
	Both of these Greek stories contain difficult and painful experiences in unfamiliar and confusing settings.
Their negative connotations mirror Cal’s point of view toward Challagi. He’s trying to make the best of it, but he really wishes he could escape and be with Pop.


	READ

	Chapter 24

Character: Cal and his Creek friends

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	In the woods, they go hunting and fishing to eat a decent meal.
“The woods are where you can get away, where you’re no longer here” (250).
“But we boys have a kind of freedom in the woods that’s almost as good as what I felt riding the rails with Pop” (253).
Author uses actions and description to convey point of view.
	Their point of view toward nature is as a place of freedom, escape, and friendship. They can be themselves and forget about the bad things they experience at the school.


How does Cal’s point of view about the Indian schools compare and contrast with the perspectives of the other supplemental texts?

Answers will vary, but may include:

· Zitkala-Sa:

· Cal’s point of view about Challagi is similar to Zitkala-Sa’s point of view toward Carlisle. Just like Cal in chapter 14, Zitkala-Sa also uses figurative language to convey her fear. They both feel like they are being treated like captive animals. In “Iron Routine,” she says “I have many times trudged in the day's harness heavy-footed, like a dumb sick brute.” In “The Cutting of My Hair,” she says “I was only one of many little animals driven by a herder.”

· In chapter 15, Cal also gets his hair cut in a rough fashion like Zitkala-Sa. The nurse in Two Roads seems to be as unhearing and unseeing as the adults at Zitkala-Sa’s school. This is similar to the “iron routine” Zitkala-Sa references. Cal and Zitkala-Sa both follow procedures in a mechanical and detached way.

· Captain Pratt:

· Captain Pratt’s point of view is expressed in his speech in the novel, especially through the character of Superintendent Morrell. Pratt and Morrell both believe that it is the “noble mission of this fine institution” to help Indians by making them into useful citizens. By teaching them “new modern ways,” Indians can be saved from their “savage life” and achieve their “true, higher purpose.”

· Cal’s point of view is in direct contrast to Pratt’s. He says that “the true purpose of this place is to wear the Indian out.” He is bored, exhausted, and anxious to leave and be with Pop. Many of his classes involve no actual learning or he is taught things he already learned. In Cal’s opinion, the school is not “civilizing” him, but rather, teaching him how to be more white.

· Meriam Report:

· Cal’s point of view closely aligns with the findings of the Meriam Report. The Meriam Report highlights the inadequate diet, hard labor, unqualified teachers, and constant abuse that the students face. Cal has experienced all of these.
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Directions: Use the graphic organizers to determine a character’s point of view and how the author developed the point of view.

READ

Record the chapter you read, and name the character whose point of view you are examining.

COLLECT

Gather and record evidence of the character’s point of view. Name how the author developed the character’s point of view (thoughts, dialogue, actions, facial expressions, figurative language, description, examples, etc.).

CONNECT

State the character’s point of view toward a specific subject.

	READ

	Chapter 9

Character: Pop

	COLLECT
	CONNECT
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	Chapters 10 and 11
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	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	
	


	READ

	Chapter 12

Character: Superintendent Morrell

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	
	

	READ

	Chapter 14

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	
	


	READ

	Chapter 17

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	
	

	READ

	Chapter 18

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	
	


	READ

	Chapter 21

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	
	

	READ

	Chapter 22

Character: Cal

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	
	


	READ

	Chapter 24

Character: Cal and his Creek friends

	COLLECT
	CONNECT

	
	


How does Cal’s point of view about the Indian schools compare and contrast with the perspectives of the other supplemental texts?

· Zitkala-Sa:

· Captain Pratt:

· Meriam Report:

QuickWrite: Pop’s Point of View

RL.6.1, RL.6.6, W.6.10

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Write continuously to answer the prompt below. Refer to your Analyze Point of View: Two Roads note-catcher and the Afterword in Two Roads, as needed.

Why would Pop deliberately send Cal to an American Indian boarding school? How does his point of view toward the school explain his decision?

Answers will vary but may include: Many students were taken from their homes by force, but Pop is deliberately sending Cal to Challagi because he believes the school has changed. Pop’s point of view toward Challagi boarding school is surprisingly positive. Even though the conditions were harsh when he attended, the students found ways to make it bearable. He believes that the experience will be better for Cal. Pop learned a lot about his Creek identity while at school. He learned to speak Creek and how to do stomp dances. Pop made good friends while he was at Challagi, some of the best he’s ever had. He sends Cal to Challagi hoping Cal will have some of the positive experiences that he had.
QuickWrite: Pop’s Point of View

RL.6.1, RL.6.6, W.6.10

Name:
Date:


Directions: Write continuously to answer the prompt below. Refer to your Analyze Point of View: Two Roads note-catcher and the Afterword in Two Roads, as needed.

Why would Pop deliberately send Cal to an American Indian boarding school? How does his point of view toward the school explain his decision?
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