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Synopsis: Two Roads, Chapters 13 and 14
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Chapter 13, “The Tour”

· Superintendent Morrell gives Pop and Cal a tour as they all walk to the superintendent’s office.

· Cal catches a glimpse of students going into buildings and students working.

· The superintendent speaks at length about the animals in the livestock barns.

· Cal reflects that no students acknowledge his presence, and he is glad of that fact because he does not want to be there in the first place.

· Walking up the stairs of the main building, Cal notices a screened-in porch. There is a person locked inside.

· Pop questions the superintendent regarding the use of the old guardhouse, and the superintendent responds that the school no longer uses the building for disciplinary measures.

Chapter 14, “Possum”

· Pop and Cal enter the main building of Challagi.

· Superintendent Morrell introduces Charles Aird to Cal and informs both boys they’ll be in the same class.

· The superintendent gives Charles some instructions. Then Cal and Charles leave the main building.

· Charles says something that Cal does not understand. After further questioning, Charles learns that Cal does not “speak Indian.”

· Charles and Cal walk to the infirmary. Charles requests that Cal call him by his nickname, Possum.

· Possum makes a joke about Cal being as talkative as a jaybird, and Cal smiles.

· Possum and Cal reach the infirmary. Possum promises Cal that the pack Cal is carrying will be safe. Cal feels as though he can trust Possum.

· Cal enters the infirmary.
Possum Quotes Sentence Strips

L.6.1e

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Category: Possum may be speaking to a friend.

	“Lots here never got taught nothing 
but English . . .” (152).

	“But that’s not what any but the 
teachers call me” (153).

	“Hunnerd and eleven of us in here . . . 
You will make it an even one hunnerd 
and twelve” (154).


Category: Possum may be speaking to an adult of authority.

	“Yes, sir . . . At your command, Sir” (150).

	“Yes, sir, even if it means I die trying” (151).

	“It’ll be safe with me, Jay. 
You can trust me” (155).


Either Category (deliberately ambiguous)

	“It’ll be safe with me, Jay. 
You can trust me” (155).


Possum Quotes Sentence Strips
L.6.1e
	“Yes, sir . . . At your command, Sir” (150).

	“Yes, sir, even if it means I die trying” (151).

	“Lots here never got taught 
nothing but English . . .” (152).

	“But that’s not what any but the 
teachers call me” (153).

	“Hunnerd and eleven of us in here . . . 
You will make it an even one hunnerd 
and twelve” (154).

	“It’ll be safe with me, Jay. 
You can trust me” (155).


Analyze Language: Possum Note-Catcher

RL.6.1, RL.6.3, L.6.1e

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Part I

Directions: Read each sentence spoken by Possum. Determine whom Possum was speaking to in each example. Also determine what Possum and the person he is talking to were discussing.

	Possum’s Words
	To whom is Possum speaking?
	What are they talking about?

	“Yes, sir” . . . “At your command, Sir” (150).
	Superintendent Morrell
	Superintendent Morrell is directing Charles to show Cal around and make sure Cal is prepared for the next day.

	“Yes, sir, even if it means I die trying” (151).
	Superintendent Morrell
	Charles is assuring the superintendent that orders will be followed by Charles.

	“Lots here never got taught nothing but 
English . . .” (152).
	Cal
	Charles is commenting on Cal’s lack of knowledge of “speaking Indian.”

	“But that’s not what any but the teachers call me” (153).
	Cal
	Possum was making sure he remembers Cal’s name, and Possum informs Cal that only the teachers call him Charles.

	“Hunnerd and eleven of us in here” . . . “You will make it an even one hunnerd and twelve” (154).
	Cal
	Possum tells Cal how many boys are in the dorm building.

	“It’ll be safe with me, Jay. You can trust me” (155).
	Cal
	Cal is hesitant to leave his pack with Possum, but Possum reassures Cal that he can be trusted.


Part II

How does Possum’s language change depending on whom he is talking to and what he is talking about?

Answers will vary, but may include: Possum’s speech is considerably different with Superintendent Morrell than with Cal. When speaking to Superintendent Morrell, Possum is straightforward and uses shorter sentences. Possum’s speech with Cal is more relaxed and joking. Possum uses longer sentences and friendly words when speaking with Cal.

Part III

What can the reader infer about Possum based on his language variety?

Answers will vary, but may include: Possum is careful to speak in a respectful manner to adults of authority. Possum is comfortable speaking his mind when with his friends. Possum understands that he cannot express himself as openly with adults of authority as he does with his friends.

Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
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	Possum’s Words
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	“Yes, sir” . . . “At your command, Sir” (150).
	
	

	“Yes, sir, even if it means I die trying” (151).
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Part II

How does Possum’s language change depending on whom he is talking to and what he is talking about?

Part III

What can the reader infer about Possum based on his language variety?

Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
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