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	American Indian Boarding Schools
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Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 5

RI.6.1

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, read the excerpt from the Afterword of Two Roads, and answer the selected response questions.

Read pages 316–317, starting at “The objective of such . . .” and ending at “. . . replaced by community-based schools.”

Based on the excerpt, which three were conditions of the Indian boarding schools detailed by Lewis Meriam’s report, The Problem of Indian Administration?

Schools used quality curriculum.

Schools were overcrowded.
Schools used students as laborers.
Schools were dirty.
Schools used highly trained teachers.

Schools were run without discipline.

What recommendation did the Meriam Report make in regard to the boarding schools?

Students should be sent to community schools near their homes.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 5

RI.6.1

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, read the excerpt from the Afterword of Two Roads, and answer the selected response questions.

Read pages 316–317, starting at “The objective of such . . .” and ending at “. . . replaced by community-based schools.”

Based on the excerpt, which three were conditions of the Indian boarding schools detailed by Lewis Meriam’s report, The Problem of Indian Administration?

a. Schools used quality curriculum.

b. Schools were overcrowded.

c. Schools used students as laborers.

d. Schools were dirty.

e. Schools used highly trained teachers.

f. Schools were run without discipline.

What recommendation did the Meriam Report make in regard to the boarding schools?
Back-to-Back and Face-to-Face: 
Meriam Report

RI.6.1, SL.6.1, SL.6.1d

(For Teacher Reference)

Students build their background knowledge about the Meriam Report while engaging in the Back-to-Back and Face-to-Face protocol. The purpose of this particular protocol is to share information and gain multiple perspectives through partner interaction.

Consider displaying the questions as they are asked to aid comprehension.

· Position partners back-to-back. 

· Ask one question about figurative language and connotations from the list below. Repeat the question to aid listening comprehension.

· Allow time for students to think before giving the signal for students to turn front-to-front with their partner. Students can refer to their anchor text or the Background: Meriam Report handout during this time.

· Remind students to listen carefully as each partner shares.

· Give the signal for students to return to the back-to-back position.

· Repeat for each of the questions listed below.

2. What do you know and what you can you infer about the author of the Meriam Report? Explain your thinking.

The author’s name is Lewis Meriam. I can infer that this man is probably some kind of accomplished social scientist or researcher because he completed an extensive and important study.

3. What seems to be the purpose of the Meriam Report? Explain your thinking.

The purpose seems to be to find and distribute more information about the lives and livelihoods of American Indians in order to help them.

4. Who do you think is the audience of the Meriam Report? Explain your thinking.

The audience of the Meriam Report is probably the U.S. government. The report contains suggestions for how to improve the living and working conditions of American Indians, and these changes would probably come through policies set by the government.
5. What do you know about the impact of the Meriam Report? Explain your thinking.

The Meriam Report produced some positive changes, but not right away. Although the report was published in the 1920s, American Indian boarding schools remained until the 1970s.

6. How do you think the Meriam Report relates to the overall topic of American Indian boarding schools? Explain your thinking.

The Meriam Report seems like it was a very comprehensive report that examined all kinds of elements of American Indian life, including education at American Indian boarding schools. This seems like it was an important report in that it showed people exactly what was happening at these schools.
Background: Meriam Report

Name:
Date:


Abstract of the Meriam Report
The report, generally known as the Meriam Report, is a survey of the economic and social conditions of the American Indians during the 1920s. Data was collected by field work for approximately 7 months . . . The detailed report contains the following sections: (1) a general policy for Indian Affairs, (2) health, (3) education, (4) general economic conditions, (5) family and community life and the activities of women, (6) migrated Indians, (7) legal aspects of the Indian problem, and (8) missionary activities among Indians. Findings and recommendations are listed in detail in the front of this report. Findings cover such areas as health, living conditions, the causes of poverty, and the work of the government on behalf of the Indians. Recommendations include adequate statistics and records, better living and working conditions, and improving general economic conditions.

Source: Meriam, Lewis. The Problem of Indian Administration: Report of a Survey made at the Request of Honorable Hubert Work, Secretary of the Interior, and Submitted to Him, February 21, 1928/Survey Staff: Lewis Meriam . . . [et al.]. Johns Hopkins Press, 1928. Public domain.
Jigsaw: Meriam Report

RI.6.1

Name:
Date:


Excerpt A

“The survey staff finds itself obliged to say frankly and unequivocally that the provisions for the care of the Indian children in boarding schools are grossly inadequate. The outstanding deficiency is in the diet furnished the Indian children, many of whom are below normal health. The diet is deficient in quantity, quality, and variety. The effort has been made to feed the children on a per capita of eleven cents a day, plus what can be produced on the school farm. . . “

Excerpt B

“The boarding schools are crowded materially beyond their capacities. A device frequently resorted to in an effort to increase dormitory capacity without great expense, is the addition of large sleeping porches. They are in themselves reasonably satisfactory, but they shut off light and air from the inside rooms, which are still filled with beds beyond their capacity.”

Excerpt C

“The boarding schools are frankly supported in part by the labor of the students. Those above the fourth grade ordinarily work for half a day and go to school for half a day. The question may very properly be raised as to whether much of the work of Indian children in boarding schools would not be prohibited in many states by the child labor laws. . .” 

Excerpt D

"The uniform curriculum works badly because it does not permit of relating teaching to the needs of the particular Indian children being taught. It requires the same work for Indian children who are the first generation to attend school and who do not speak English as it does for those who are of the third generation of school children, who have long been in contact with the whites, and speak English in the home."

Excerpted from: Meriam, Lewis. The Problem of Indian Administration: Report of a Survey made at the Request of Honorable Hubert Work, Secretary of the Interior, and Submitted to Him, February 21, 1928/Survey Staff: Lewis Meriam . . . [et al.]. Johns Hopkins Press, 1928. Public domain.
Jigsaw: Meriam Report Task Cards

RI.6.1, RI.6.4, RI.6.6, SL.6.1, L.6.4

(Example for Teacher Reference)

	Group A: Task Card

	Name:


	7. What does the word unequivocally mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning? 
strongly and clearly
Answers will vary but may include: used a dictionary
8. What does the word deficiency mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning? 
a lack of something that is needed Answers will vary but may include: used my understanding of a related word (deficit).
9. How would you describe the author’s point of view toward the diet of students attending Native American boarding schools?
The diets of students at American Indian boarding schools were shockingly insufficient.
10. Which words or phrases from the text help convey this point of view?
“frankly and unequivocally”; “outstanding deficiency”
11. In your own words, what would you say is the gist of this excerpt?
Answers will vary but may include: Students at American Indian boarding schools did not have enough food, and the food they did have was not nourishing enough.

	Group B: Task Card

	Name:


	12. What does the word capacity mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning? 
the largest amount that can be held; used context clues (“increase dormitory capacity”; “beyond their capacities”)
13. What does the phrase resorted to mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning?
did something because no other choices were possible
Answers will vary but may include: used a dictionary.
14. How would you describe the author’s point of view toward the number of students attending American Indian boarding schools?
There are far too many students attending the boarding schools and not enough beds to hold them.
15. Which words or phrases from the text help convey this point of view?
“beyond their capacities”; “filled with beds”
16. In your own words, what would you say is the gist of this excerpt?
Answers will vary but may include: American Indian boarding schools often did not have enough space to comfortably contain all of their students.

	Group C: Task Card

	Name:


	17. What does the word labor mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning? 
work; used background knowledge and verified answer with a dictionary
18. What does the word prohibited mean? How did you determine its meaning?
not allowed to do something
Answers will vary but may include: used my affix list.
19. How would you describe the author’s point of view toward the use of child labor at American Indian boarding schools? 
It is awful and maybe even illegal that American Indian boarding schools use child labor.
20. Which words or phrases from the text help convey this point of view?
“work for half a day”; “prohibited in many states by the child labor laws”
21. In your own words, what would you say is the gist of this excerpt?
Answers will vary but may include: Students are used as workers to help American Indian boarding schools run.

	Group D: Task Card

	Name:


	22. What does the word uniform mean? How did you determine its meaning? (Hint: this word is used as an adjective in the excerpt, rather than as a noun.) 
staying the same at all times
Answers will vary but may include: chose the right meaning from a dictionary.
23. What does the word generation mean? How did you determine its meaning?
a group of people born and living at the same time 

Answers will vary but may include: used context (“first generation”; “third generation of school children”)
24. How would you describe the author’s point of view toward the curriculum being taught at American Indian boarding schools?
The curriculum used at American Indian boarding schools is unequal and ineffective because students who do not speak English are expected to learn the same English-language curriculum as those who do.
25. Which words or phrases from the text help convey this point of view?
“works badly”; “needs of the particular Indian children”
26. In your own words, what would you say is the gist of this excerpt?
Answers will vary but may include: At American Indian boarding schools, the curriculum is in English for all students, whether or not they understand the language.


Jigsaw: Meriam Report Task Cards

RI.6.1, RI.6.4, RI.6.6, W.6.10, SL.6.1, L.6.4

	Group A: Task Card

	Name:


	27. What does the word unequivocally mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning? 

	28. What does the word deficiency mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning? 

	29. How would you describe the author’s point of view toward the diet of students attending Native American boarding schools?

	30. Which words or phrases from the text help convey this point of view?

	31. In your own words, what would you say is the gist of this excerpt?

	Group B: Task Card

	Name:


	32. What does the word capacity mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning? 

	33. What does the phrase resorted to mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning?

	34. How would you describe the author’s point of view toward the number of students attending American Indian boarding schools?

	35. Which words or phrases from the text help convey this point of view?

	36. In your own words, what would you say is the gist of this excerpt?

	Group C: Task Card

	Name:


	37. What does the word labor mean in this context? How did you determine its meaning?

	38. What does the word prohibited mean? How did you determine its meaning?

	39. How would you describe the author’s point of view toward the use of child labor at American Indian boarding schools? 

	40. Which words or phrases from the text help convey this point of view?

	41. In your own words, what would you say is the gist of this excerpt?

	Group D: Task Card

	Name:


	42. What does the word uniform mean? How did you determine its meaning? (Hint: this word is used as an adjective in the excerpt, rather than as a noun.) 

	43. What does the word generation mean? How did you determine its meaning?

	44. How would you describe the author’s point of view toward the curriculum being taught at American Indian boarding schools?

	45. Which words or phrases from the text help convey this point of view?

	46. In your own words, what would you say is the gist of this excerpt?


Analyze Point of View: 
Meriam Report Note-Catcher

RI.6.1, RI.6.2, RI.6.6, SL.6.1d

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: After learning about the different sections of the Meriam Report during the Jigsaw, complete the first two rows of the table with your groups. You will complete the remaining rows during Closing and Assessment A.

	
	Meriam Report Jigsaw and Reading

	What are the key ideas in the excerpts?
	· American Indian boarding schools do not offer nourishing meals for students.
· They are often filled beyond capacity.
· They are run on the labor of children.
· They do not take into account students’ language needs in the classroom.

	What point of view toward the boarding schools is being conveyed in the excerpts?
What words from the excerpts helped you determine that point of view?
	The author has a negative point of view toward the boarding schools and the way they are being run. He thinks the conditions of the schools are upsetting, unfair, and in need of fixing. He uses strong language to emphasize his point of view, like “grossly inadequate” and “outstanding deficiency.”

	How does this point of view compare and contrast with the perspectives of Pratt and Zitkala-Sa?
	The point of view of the Meriam Report is the opposite of Captain Pratt’s point of view in his speech. Captain Pratt thought he was doing the Indians a favor by sparing them from their “savage” culture.
The point of view of the Meriam Report is in line with Zitkala-Sa’s point of view in her personal narrative. She describes her firsthand experience of the terrible conditions that Meriam highlights in his report.

	How do these excerpts add to our understanding of our topic?
	These excerpts give more information about the specific nature of American Indian boarding schools. They also describe the schools more generally, rather than mentioning one individual school, which gives us a broader idea of what these schools are like. The report also demonstrates that not every member of the U.S. government agreed that the schools were a good idea.


Analyze Point of View: 
Meriam Report Note-Catcher

RI.6.1, RI.6.2, RI.6.6, SL.6.1d

Name:
Date:


Directions: After learning about the different sections of the Meriam Report during the Jigsaw, complete the first two rows of the table with your groups. You will complete the remaining rows during Closing and Assessment A.

	
	Meriam Report Jigsaw and Reading

	What are the key ideas in the excerpts?
	

	What point of view toward the boarding schools is being conveyed in the excerpts?
What words from the excerpts helped you determine that point of view?
	

	How does this point of view compare and contrast with the perspectives of Pratt and Zitkala-Sa?
	

	How do these excerpts add to our understanding of our topic?
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