	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	American Indian Boarding Schools
	Grade 6: Module 3: Unit 2: Lesson 1



Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 1

RL.6.4, L.6.4b, L.6.5c
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Next, complete the following:

Read this sentence from chapter 18 of Two Roads.

“A humorless chuckle follows his words.”

Using your affix list, record the definition and connotation of humorless.

Using a dictionary, record the definition and connotation of chuckle.
	
	Definition
	Connotation

	humorless
	without humor; in a serious way
	negative

	chuckle
	laugh
	positive


Based on their definitions and connotations, what do you notice about these two words?

Answers will vary, but may include: The words seem to be opposites. Someone chuckles when something is funny, but humorless means something is not funny. They have opposite connotations as well.
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Chapter 18, “New Duds”

· Possum and Cal watch Pop walk away.

· As Cal and Possum walk through the school grounds, other students greet Possum but do not say anything to Cal. He is relieved.

· Cal has thoughts of doubt: Is Possum really his friend? How will he get along without Pop to guide him and be by his side?

· During the walk, Cal sees a building that is strikingly different from the other buildings. Possum tells Cal that no one goes near the building anymore. The old guardhouse is no longer used to lock up a student when he breaks a rule.

· Cal is mentally transported into the guardhouse. Possum says that his aunt had the same ability.

· Possum confides that his scar on his face came from getting slapped by somebody with a ring.

· Possum and Cal reach the tailor shop. Cal is introduced to Skinny, who provides Cal with a uniform.

· Skinny does a handshake with Cal, and Cal picks up the moves quickly. It is the Challagi Creek Handshake. The handshake means that a person has been accepted into the group. 

· Cal is confronted by Bear Meat, who is the leader of a gang. Bear Meat asks Cal to empty his pockets, then tells Cal he is going to wrestle him for Cal’s jack knife.

· The head disciplinarian arrives and demands to know what happened. Cal refuses to tell on Bear Meat. Bear Meat tells Cal to keep the knife and invites Cal to sit at their table at mealtime. 

Chapter 19, “Mess”

· Possum explains the rules of mess.

· Cal notices how the girls and boys are separated during mealtime as well.

· Cal also notices how the staff tables seem better than the student tables. The staff get gleaming utensils and glassware, while the students get dull utensils and mugs.

· The food is delivered to the table, and everyone rushes to fill their plates.

· Cal eats and looks around the table at his new gang. His being accepted into the gang makes him feel less abandoned and lonely. 

Chapter 20, “In Step”

· Cal wakes up confused. He does not realize where he is, but then the reality of being at Challagi Indian Industrial School hits him.

· Cal hops out of bed, fully clothed in his uniform, and joins the rest of House Four.

· Ray Chapman, the company sergeant, marches the guys of House Four about half a mile from the dorm. The bugle sounds and the boys have to hustle in order to make it back to the dorm, change, and report to class or work on time.

· Cal uses the opportunity to run at full speed. He shocks Ray with his speed. Back at the dorm, Ray tells Cal that he should join the track team.

Determine Themes: Two Roads Anchor Chart

(Example for Teacher Reference)

A topic is a subject or issue that comes up in the text.

The theme is the observation or statement the author is making about that topic.

A theme is the message or observation that an author reveals through a significant and repeated idea in a text. The themes of a text are observations that an author is making about life or the “real world” through the text. Themes are rooted in the text and evident throughout a text, but relevant to a broader audience.

Topics explored repeatedly in Two Roads:

· American Indian boarding schools
· race and identity
· Great Depression
· friendship
· family
Emerging Themes in Two Roads:

· Following a code can root a person in their values and guide their life.
· Respect all you encounter.
· Spending time in nature can help us recharge and find peace.
· Family members take care of each other, even when it requires self-sacrifice.
· United States history can be biased and incomplete. It is important to consider the perspectives of those who have been left out of popular accounts in history.
· It is critical to study indigenous histories so their contributions are not forgotten.
· Identities are complicated and conflicting, and tensions may exist between our different identities.
· Our peers, our school, our families, and our experiences can affirm or threaten our identities.
· People have the power to start change in their country by challenging those in positions of power.
· Finding one’s identity often involves recognizing one’s values.
	Topic

respect
	Emerging Theme

Respect and good manners will get you farther in life than selfishness.

	Text Evidence

· Pop and Cal follow the Hobo’s Code, a standard of ethical behavior followed by true knights of the road (15).
· Pop and Cal always work for their meals or lodging; they never steal (16).
· Cal cleans up before eating; he washes up at the pump and combs his hair (16).
· Pop and Cal speak politely, saying “Thank you kindly, ma’am” (16).


	Topic

race and identity
	Emerging Theme

Our peers, our school, our families, and our experiences can affirm or threaten our identities.
Finding one’s identity often involves recognizing one’s values.

	Text Evidence

· “Full-bloods, Indian-looking boys and girls with black hair and brown skin, make up only about four of every ten students” (217).
· “ . . . mixed bloods . . . They are real sensitive whenever a full-blood says they’re not real Indians” (217).
· “Blond-haired and blue-eyed white. They’re the ones who get called stahitkey, white boy, by some of us Creeks” (217).
· “White looking, he calls himself Creek. He grew up on historic Creek land” (219).
· “Being labeled as a white student here at Challagi . . . you still might be made to feel like an outsider a lot of the time” (221).
· “I’d come to realize just how lucky I was not to be seen that way. But it still didn’t mean that I felt good about seeing people treated bad just for being born who they were” (221).
· “I no longer feel like an out-of-place white boy, the way I did before. I feel like I belong to our gang. Maybe I’m not totally Indian, but I’m not the same as I was before. I’m seeing things another way” (253).
· “Soon all of us are dancing, including me—an Indian boy who thought he was white, following a white boy who knows he’s Indian” (259).

	Topic

friends as surrogate family members
	Emerging Theme

Help others whenever and wherever needed; you may need their help one day.

	Text Evidence

· Cal doesn’t tattle on Bear Meat for starting a fight with him, even though the head disciplinarian gives him a chance to get Bear Meat in trouble. Cal helps Bear Meat by keeping him out of trouble (200).
· As a result, Bear Meat welcomes Cal into the gang and makes Cal feel accepted. By helping Bear Meat, Bear Meat returns the favor, and Cal’s situation at Challagi improves (201).


	Topic

benefits of being in nature
	Emerging Theme

Spending time in nature can help us recharge and find peace.

	Text Evidence

· “Walking the trail by the light of a full moon that first time I felt like I was walking not just into the woods, but back in time” (255).
· “All of us joined together and free in a song older than our breath and stronger than all the Challagi rules” (259).


	Topic

role of family
	Emerging Theme

Family members take care of each other, even when it requires self-sacrifice.

	Text Evidence

· Pop requests that Cal stay at Challagi over the summer. Cal does not want to stay, but Pop has taken a leadership position with the Bonus Army (267).
· “Because I know so much about the trains, I decided to help other men get here to Washington” (267).
· “As much as I miss him, I am proud of him. And I will try my best to make him proud of me” (268).
· Cal and Pop are both sacrificing their time together to make things better in the future for themselves and for others.

	Topic

civil disobedience
	Emerging Theme

People have the power to enact change in their country by challenging those in positions of power.

	Text Evidence

· Pop and the Bonus Army are challenging the government and hope to be successful.
· “There are hundreds of others like me here, thousands in the city. All of us are here for the same reason, to convince Congress and old Hoover to give us our due . . . ” (267).
· “My role as an officer and a quartermaster in our Bonus Expeditionary Force requires my continued presence. Our army of veterans of the Great War continues to grow and we believe that our pleas for the payment of our bonus money will eventually be answered . . . ” (272).


Determine Themes: Two Roads Anchor Chart

A topic is a subject or issue that comes up in the text.

The theme is the observation or statement the author is making about that topic.

A theme is the message or observation that an author reveals through a significant and repeated idea in a text. The themes of a text are observations that an author is making about life or the “real world” through the text. Themes are rooted in the text and evident throughout a text, but relevant to a broader audience.

	Topic


	Emerging Theme



	Text Evidence



	Topic


	Emerging Theme



	Text Evidence




	Topic


	Emerging Theme



	Text Evidence



Exit Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 1

RL.6.1, RL.6.2, W.6.10

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Consider the following theme from Two Roads. Record one piece of text-based evidence that supports the given theme. Explain your choice by connecting it to the theme statement. Remember that the theme can be revealed by any character’s actions or words, not just those of the protagonist.

Theme: Help others whenever and wherever needed; you may need their help one day.

Sample student response: On page 200 of Two Roads, Cal helps Bear Meat by keeping him out of trouble. Cal doesn’t tattle on Bear Meat for starting a fight with him, even though the head disciplinarian gives him a chance to get Bear Meat in trouble. As a result, Bear Meat welcomes Cal into the gang and makes Cal feel accepted. By helping Bear Meat, Bear Meat returns the favor, and Cal’s situation at Challagi improves. This scene shows the theme because Cal offered help to Bear Meat and then later, Bear Meat helped Cal.
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