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Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 2

RL.6.8, W.6.1

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Next, read through the Model Literary Argument Evidence note-catcher.

Read the claim statement at the bottom of the note-catcher. Based on what you read, why do you believe the author of the model essay chose this claim? Explain your reasoning.

Sample student response: The claim that Pop should not bring Cal to Washington, DC with him has more evidence. This means that this claim is stronger. The author chose this claim because the author wants to choose the strongest position to defend.

Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 2
RL.6.8, W.6.1

Name:
Date:

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Next, read through the Model Literary Argument Evidence note-catcher.
Read the claim statement at the bottom of the note-catcher. Based on what you read, why do you believe the author of the model essay chose this claim? Explain your reasoning.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 2

RL.6.8, W.6.1

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Next, read through the Model Literary Argument Evidence note-catcher.

Read the claim statement at the bottom of the note-catcher. Based on what you read, why do you believe the author of the model essay chose this claim? Explain your reasoning.


The claim that Pop should not bring Cal to Washington, DC with him has



This means that



The author chose this claim because


Model Literary Argument Evidence Note-Catcher 

RL.6.1, RL.6.3, W.6.1b, W.6.4, W.6.9a

Name:
Date:


Focus Question: Should Pop bring Cal to Washington, DC with him?
	Position 1: Pop should bring Cal to Washington, DC with him.
	Position 2: Pop should not bring Cal to Washington, DC with him.

	Reason
Cal is smart and mature.
	Reason
Cal is too young to be a part of the veterans’ campaign.

	Evidence
· Cal learns quickly: “Pop says he’s never seen anyone learn the ins and outs of being on the road as fast as I have. There’re men who’ve been hoboing for years, he says, who haven’t picked up as much as I have” (41).

· Cal and Pop travel in difficult environments together. Pop trusts that Cal can handle tough situations.
	Evidence
· The campaign might be dangerous: “‘If this is going to be a campaign, then I have to go it without you. It might be dangerous and I want you safe while I’m gone. It’ll be me and other vets doing this’” (59).

· Pop says that the people in DC are gathering as an army, and Cal is only 12: “‘. . . you can’t go to Washington with me. I’m not saying it’ll be dangerous, but it’ll be an army and you are not ready yet to be part of any army’” (94).

· There will be many veterans participating in the campaign.

	Reasoning
Cal is mature and smart. Washington, DC may be dangerous for some children, but Cal is not like other children. He has already shown that he can adapt well to challenging situations.
	Reasoning
Cal is too young to participate in the events of this important campaign. The campaign includes thousands of adult veterans. Even if Cal is a smart kid, he doesn’t know anything about the war. The dangers of a campaign in Washington are different from the dangers of the road.

	Objective: him, her, them (gender-neutral), it
	Reason
Pop and Cal will only be apart for a little while.

	· Possessive: his, hers, theirs (gender-neutral), its
	Evidence
· Pop reassures Cal that he will return to get him as soon as the campaign is over: “‘Anyhow, Cal, it won’t be for that long,’ he says. ‘Just till I am done in DC and I can come back and get you’” (95).

· Cal will miss Pop, but it’s okay for them to be apart: “A man can stand almost anything as long as it’s not forever. That’s what I tell myself. I have to come to terms with this. It’ll be over before all that long. Just a few months. Pop will get his bonus money, come back and get me. I’ll grow my hair back then. We’ll start a whole new life on a new piece of land” (121).

	Reasoning
Cal and Pop are a good team. They can understand each other without even speaking. They trust each other. Even if Washington is dangerous, Cal will always listen to Pop and do as he says in order to avoid danger. Pop might be fine in DC by himself without Cal, but even Pop agrees that things are easier with a little help. Pop is older, and he could probably use Cal’s quick thinking and acting.
	Reasoning
Even if Cal doesn’t like Challagi, he will only be there temporarily. Pop will come back for him as soon as the campaign in Washington is over. Even Cal realizes that “a man can stand almost anything as long as it’s not forever.”

	Objective: him, her, them (gender-neutral), it
	Reason
Pop should focus on the campaign.

	· Possessive: his, hers, theirs (gender-neutral), its
	Evidence
· The campaign is important. It could lead to great things for veterans, especially for Cal and Pop, specifically: “‘Think of that, Cal, thousands of men camping out in the very heart of the nation. Asking the nation to open its heart to those of us who fought for freedom’”; “‘And if we do get our bonuses . . . then I’ll have enough money for us to get a little place of our own and a good life. A federal mortgage, vocational training. All that could happen. I could get us a house, really settle in again’” (92–93).

· Worrying about Cal will be distracting for Pop: “I want to know you’ll be safe with three hots and a cot” (94).

	Reasoning
Pop wants Cal to go to Challagi because he says it’s safer than being in DC. However, Challagi might not be a very safe environment. Pop describes some brutal discipline and even he ran away from Challagi when he was a student. Also, Challagi is a school where every student is an American Indian, but this is a part of Cal’s identity that is very new to him. He might feel threatened or out of place there.
	Reasoning
This is an important time for Pop and Cal. If the veteran campaign goes well, they could have a really good life. Pop has a plan and he wants what is best for him and Cal and for the other veterans. It’s important that Cal is not around for him to worry about, so that Pop can focus on the campaign.

	Reason
	Reason
Cal should get an education. 

	Evidence
	Evidence
· Cal likes to read, and he learns really quickly.

· Cal has not had much formal education.

· Pop wants Cal to use his smarts at school: “‘A boy as smart as you, Cal, there’s no limit to what you might do with the right education’” (52).

	Reasoning
	Reasoning
Cal has always been a smart kid, but he has not had a chance to be in school since his mother passed away. Pop wants Cal to go back to school and get the formal education that he has missed. Challagi is a place where Cal can do that.

	Reason
	Reason
Challagi is not such a bad place.

	Evidence
	Evidence
· Cal will have guaranteed food and shelter at Challagi: “‘I cannot think of any place other than old Plains View that would give you not just an education but also food every day and a roof over your head’” (94).

· Challagi is safer for Cal than Washington would be: “‘Even boarding school’s better for Indians than DC.’” (110).

· Pop made really good friends at Challagi when he was there: “‘Those boys in our Creek gang were some of the best buddies I ever had’” (107).

	Reasoning
	Reasoning
Challagi’s not perfect, but it is the best option for Cal at this time. If Cal goes to Challagi, Pop can rest knowing that Cal has access to food and shelter. Also, Cal doesn’t have any friends or other family; he only has Pop. Going to Challagi might be good for Cal because he’ll have a chance to connect with other people his own age.

	Reason
	Reason
Pop does not want to share his war experiences with Cal.

	Evidence
	Evidence
“He has that faraway look on his face again. He doesn’t like to talk about the Great War. It’s too painful for him” (23).

	Reasoning
	Reasoning
It is difficult for Pop think about what happened during the war. When he goes to Washington, he will be with other veterans who may feel the same way. Pop might want space from his son during this time.


Now that I’ve thought about it, my claim is Pop should not bring Cal to Washington, DC with him.

Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
Collaborative Literary Argument 
Evidence Note-Catcher

RL.6.1, W.6.1b, W.6.4, W.6.9a

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Complete this note-catcher as you gather evidence to answer the focus question.

Focus Question: Should Cal leave Challagi Indian Industrial School to find Pop?
	Position 1: Cal should leave the school to find Pop.
	Position 2: Cal should not leave the school to find Pop.

	Reason

Cal has a premonition that something bad will happen.
	Reason

Traveling to Washington, DC to find Pop could be dangerous.

	Evidence

· Cal has a dream that Pop and the other veterans get shot.
· Cal has a history of premonitions, and he trusts them.
	Evidence

· Pop told Cal months ago that the campaign would be dangerous.
· The veterans aren’t being treated well: “Some are calling them Reds, saying they should be shot. Some marchers have been beaten and jailed” (263).
· The group of veterans is “a real army” (267); Pop told Cal “you are not ready yet to be part of any army” (94).
· Cal might not be able to find Pop: “I have gone back and forth from Washington four times now” (267).

	Reasoning 

Cal sometimes has premonitions where he vividly imagines things that could happen soon in the future. He has one of these premonitions about Pop. In that vision, he imagines Pop being shot during the campaign. Cal will be so worried about Pop if he doesn’t go try to help him.
	Reasoning 

The reason why Cal did not go with Pop to DC to begin with was because Pop said that it would be too dangerous for him. Circumstances haven’t changed, which means that it would still be too dangerous. Cal has even read in the newspaper that some people marching in the campaign have gotten hurt or sent to jail. It’s still too dangerous for a kid.

	Reason

Deacon tells Cal to trust the premonition.
	Reason

Cal promised Pop that he would stay at Challagi.

	Evidence

· Deacon believes that Cal should listen to his premonition: “My granddad . . . told me that seeing that way can be more of a warning than a prophecy. Letting you know what might happen, not what has to happen” (282); Deacon knew that Cal was going to have a premonition before it even happened.
· Deacon had a premonition, too.
	Evidence

· Cal says to himself that he won’t run away “because of my promise to him to stick it out till he either sends for me or shows up to get me” (245).
· Cal wants to do what Pop says: “I will do my best to make you proud of me” (232).
· Pop knows best: “I know he always has my best interests at heart. He just wants to take good care of me” (10).

	Reasoning 

Deacon tells Cal that premonitions can show what might happen. This means that Cal might be able to stop this from happening. Also, Deacon had a premonition, too. He knew about Cal’s premonition before it even happened. Cal should believe what Deacon says.
	Reasoning 

Cal has promised Pop that he will stay at Challagi and wait for Pop to come get him after the campaign is over. Pop cares about Cal’s best interests, and Cal should continue to trust him and his decisions.

	Reason

Cal does not want to be at Challagi.
	Reason

Cal is doing well at Challagi.

	Evidence

· Cal wonders how long he is going to be stuck at Challagi—“how long am I going to be here?” (258).
· He worries that Pop will not get him—“is he ever going to come back for me?” (268).
	Evidence

· Cal is making friends for the first time in his life, like Possum: “such a true friend—my first real friend” (283), as well as Little Coon and Deacon; “I feel like I belong to our gang” (253).
· Exploring his Creek identity: “Maybe I’m not totally Indian, but I’m not the same as I was before. I’m seeing things another way” (253).
· Getting an education and learning new things: “I have done just about every possible job a boy can do” (260), such as shoe and harness, power plant maintenance and plumbing, printing, painting, masonry, electric wiring.

	Reasoning 

Cal never wanted to be at Challagi, but he went anyway. Now, even though he made good friends, he still does not want to be there. He wants to be with Pop. Cal gave Challagi a good try. If he is still unhappy there, it’s okay that he leaves.
	Reasoning 

Despite the harsh conditions of the school, Cal is finding a lot of benefits. He is socializing with kids his own age and making lots of friends. He is also learning many useful skills.

	Reason

Cal misses Pop, and he would feel better to be reunited.
	Reason

Pop wants Cal to stay at Challagi.

	Evidence

· Pop is the only family that Cal has.
· Cal worries about Pop a lot, anxiously awaits his letters.
	Evidence

· Pop reminds Cal that he will return—“Meanwhile, son, hang in there. With luck I may be able to come and get you at the end of the school term” (268).
· Pop sends a letter to Superintendent Morrell and asks permission for Cal to stay at Challagi.

	Reasoning 

Pop and Cal are very close. They have no other family members. It is clear that Cal misses Pop a lot because of how much he thinks about him and how anxiously he awaits Pop’s letters. Cal will be much happier if he is with Pop.
	Reasoning 

Pop still wants Cal to wait for him, safely and patiently, at Challagi. In a letter to Cal, Pop reminds him that he will return for him as soon as the campaign is over. He wants Cal to be patient. In another letter, to Superintendent Morrell, Pop requests that Cal be allowed to stay at Challagi over the summer.


Now that I’ve thought about it, my claim is 

Position 1: Now that I’ve thought about it, my claim is Cal should leave Challagi Indian 

Industrial School to find Pop.
Position 2: Now that I’ve thought about it, my claim is Cal should not leave Challagi Indian 

Industrial School to find Pop.
Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
Collaborative Literary Argument 
Evidence Note-Catcher

RL.6.1, W.6.1b, W.6.4, W.6.9a

Name:
Date:


Directions: Complete this note-catcher as you gather evidence to answer the focus question.

Focus Question: Should Cal leave Challagi Indian Industrial School to find Pop?
	Position 1: Cal should leave the school to find Pop.
	Position 2: Cal should not leave the school to find Pop.

	Reason
	Reason

	Evidence
	Evidence

	Reasoning 
	Reasoning 

	Reason
	Reason

	Evidence
	Evidence

	Reasoning 
	Reasoning 

	Reason
	Reason

	Evidence
	Evidence

	Reasoning 
	Reasoning 

	Reason
	Reason

	Evidence
	Evidence

	Reasoning 
	Reasoning 


Now that I’ve thought about it, my claim is 


Model Literary Argument Writing Plan 
Graphic Organizer

RL.6.1, W.6.1a, W.6.1b, W.6.1e, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.9a

Name:
Date:


Focus Question: Should Pop bring Cal to Washington, DC with him?
Introduction Paragraph

How will you catch the reader’s attention? (Consider using facts, statistics, quotations, or anecdotes)

Introduce Cal and Pop: camping/hopping trains
What context about the text or topic does your reader need in order to make sense of the rest of your essay? Include a brief mention of opposing position (what is the other claim someone could make?).

Why is Pop going to Washington? (tell about campaign)
Why does Pop want to send Cal to Challagi?
Why is this decision hard for Pop?
Pop could choose to bring Cal instead because it makes Cal sad to imagine being without him.
Main Claim: Pop should not bring Cal to Washington with him.
Proof Paragraph 1

Point 1: What is the first point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Cal is too young to participate in the campaign.
Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

What will the campaign look like? (Why is it dangerous?)
Why is the campaign important?
Why does Pop want to go alone? (worries about Cal)
Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason? 

“If this is going to be a campaign, then I have to go it without you. It might be dangerous and I want you safe while I’m gone” (59). (Pop to Cal)
Thousands of veterans in campaign, working together as “an army” (94). 
Cal “not ready yet to be part of any army” (94). 
Pop wants Cal to be “safe with three hots and a cot” (94) at Challagi.
Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Not appropriate for Cal to go to Washington with Pop and participate in the campaign. 
Too many veterans, all adults, fighting for an issue that Cal is too young to understand. 
Pop worries about Cal, needs to focus on the goals of the campaign.
Proof Paragraph 2

Point 2: What is the second point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Challagi is a better alternative for Cal.
Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

What is Challagi? (a boarding school for American Indian students). 
Why Challagi? (no other options where Cal can stay and be safe, have food)
Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason?

Challagi is the only place that would give Cal “not just an education but also food every day and a roof over [his] head” (94). 
Good education – industrial and academic classes. 
Cal can make friends: “‘Those boys in our Creek gang were some of the best buddies I ever had’” (107).
Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Cal will have food and shelter. 
It is safer for him at Challagi than in Washington with Pop or on the road by himself. 
Education opportunities. 
Cal does not have any friends or family besides Pop – can make friends at Challagi.
Conclusion Paragraph 

Restate your claim from the introduction.

The best way for Pop to accomplish his goals is to go to Washington, DC alone, without Cal. 
Briefly restate your main points:

Point 1: Pop wants to help veterans get what they deserve
Point 2: Pop wants Cal to be safe and educated
What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Why does this argument/claim matter?

· What would happen if this claim were not acted upon?

· Who is likely to benefit from this?

Cal and Pop make a good team, and they will miss each other a lot. Still, it is better for both of them if Pop does not bring Cal to Washington, DC. They will reunite soon after and begin a better life.
My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
	What are some words or phrases you might use to help you express the relationship between your claim, reasons, and evidence?

Although,
Therefore, 
The first reason why
Even though,
So,
The second reason why
If . . . then


Collaborative Literary Argument Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

RL.6.1, W.6.1a, W.6.1b, W.6.1e, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.9a

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Focus Question: Should Cal leave Challagi Indian Industrial School to find Pop?

Introduction Paragraph

How will you catch the reader’s attention? (Consider using facts, statistics, quotations, or anecdotes.)

Introduce the situation–Cal’s feelings about Challagi, Pop’s stories.

What context about the text or topic does your reader need in order to make sense of the rest of your essay? Include a brief mention of opposing position (what is the other claim someone could make?).

Why was Cal at Challagi to begin with? (Pop went to Washington for veterans’ campaign)

How does Cal feel about Challagi? (nervous, never been away from Pop)

How does Pop feel about Challagi? (good memories of friends, bad memories of discipline)

What happened at Challagi? (Cal made good friends, Cal had a premonition of Pop being hurt)

Cal could choose not to leave the school to find Pop because it’s so dangerous.

Main Claim:

Cal should leave school to find Pop.

Proof Paragraph 1

Point 1: What is the first point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Cal had a vision that Pop is going to get hurt.

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Cal has had many visions before—vivid and realistic, often about Pop.

Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason? 

This is the first vision about something in the future, not the past. Has worried about Pop the whole time, but this was the first vision.

Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Cal has worried about Pop the whole time, but stayed at Challagi. This premonition scared him – must be something more than just missing Pop.

Proof Paragraph 2

Point 2: What is the second point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Cal might be able to stop the events of the vision.

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Cal’s friend Deacon has visions too, learned many things from his grandfather.

Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason?

Deacon knew Cal was going to have a vision before he even had it. Deacon’s grandfather—visions can show what might happen, not what has -to happen.

Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

There is an opportunity for Cal to intervene and save Pop.

If there’s a chance the vision is real, Cal has to try to help.

Conclusion Paragraph

Restate your claim from the introduction.

Cal should leave Challagi to find Pop.

Briefly restate your main points:

Point 1:

Cal had a premonition that Pop is going to be hurt.

Point 2:

Cal might be able to prevent the vision from coming true.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Why does this argument/claim matter?

· What would happen if this claim were not acted upon?

· Who is likely to benefit from this?

Could be a matter of life and death.

If Cal does not act upon this, Pop could be in danger.

My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.

	What are some words or phrases you might use to help you express the relationship between your claim, reasons, and evidence?

Plus,
However,
Then,
The main reason why
Another reason why
If it is true that


Collaborative Literary Argument Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

RL.6.1, W.6.1a, W.6.1b, W.6.1e, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.9a

Name:
Date:


Focus Question: Should Cal leave Challagi Indian Industrial School to find Pop?

Introduction Paragraph

How will you catch the reader’s attention? (Consider using facts, statistics, quotations, or anecdotes.)

What context about the text or topic does your reader need in order to make sense of the rest of your essay? Include a brief mention of opposing position (what is the other claim someone could make?).

Main Claim:

Proof Paragraph 1

Point 1: What is the first point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason? 

Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Proof Paragraph 2

Point 2: What is the second point or reason you are offering to support your claim?

Context: What context does the reader need to understand the evidence you are using?

Evidence: What evidence from the text supports this point or reason?

Reasoning: How does this evidence connect to and support your point? How does your point prove your claim?

Conclusion Paragraph

Restate your claim from the introduction.

Briefly restate your main points:

Point 1:

Point 2:

What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Why does this argument/claim matter?

· What would happen if this claim were not acted upon?

· Who is likely to benefit from this?

My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

	What are some words or phrases you might use to help you express the relationship between your claim, reasons, and evidence?
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