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Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 4 

RI.6.1, RI.6.4, L.6.4a

(Examples for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, read the excerpt from chapter 2 and complete the question below.
“As you can see, I was clearly cheated. My first and only experience with magic left me with sore hands, a throbbing eye, and a healthy dose of skepticism. Gradually, the witches and wizards didn’t seem as frightening or powerful, and I began to look at the world in a different way. I saw it as one explained by fact and reason, rather than mystery and hocus-pocus” 
(34–35).
1. Which best explains the meaning of the word skepticism as it is used in the excerpt?
a. belief
b. mistrust

c. certainty
d. bullying
2. Complete the sentence frame below to explain how context helped you understand the meaning of the word skepticism.
The word/phrase ______ from the excerpt helped me understand the meaning of skepticism because ______.
Answers will vary. Sample student response: The phrase “didn’t seem as frightening or powerful” from the excerpt helped me understand the meaning of skepticism because William’s thoughts about magic changed. What he once believed in and was frightened by no longer held the same power or fear. He became skeptical of magic because Shabani tricked him.

Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
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Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, read the excerpt from chapter 2 and complete the question below.
“As you can see, I was clearly cheated. My first and only experience with magic left me with sore hands, a throbbing eye, and a healthy dose of skepticism. Gradually, the witches and wizards didn’t seem as frightening or powerful, and I began to look at the world in a different way. I saw it as one explained by fact and reason, rather than mystery and hocus-pocus” (34–35).
3. Which best explains the meaning of the word skepticism as it is used in the excerpt?
a. belief
b. mistrust
c. certainty
d. bullying
4. Complete the sentence frame below to explain how context helped you understand the meaning of the word skepticism.
The word/phrase ______ from the excerpt helped me understand the meaning of skepticism because ______.
Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
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· William’s Uncle John suddenly dies.

· William’s Uncle Socrates loses his job at a tobacco estate, so Uncle Socrates moves back to Masitala.

· Uncle Socrates has a dog named Khamba.

· William is not interested in the dog and constantly tells Khamba to “get away.”

· Khamba takes a liking to William and follows him around the farm.

· William stops trying to get rid of Khamba, and the two go hunting together.

· The two friends share the spoils of their hunt together.
Central Idea Visual: The Boy Who
Harnessed the Wind, Chapter 2

RI.6.1, RI.6.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Note that students will compile these details and ideas into a chart configured in a different format than what is pictured below. See Lessons 3 and 4 for specific instructions. Sample student responses have been condensed into a table to ease teacher reference during group work in Lesson 4. Sample responses are listed below for teacher reference; students may not include all of the details listed here or may identify additional details that support the central idea of the chapter.

	Chapter 2 Excerpts
	What? (key details)
	So What? (central idea)

	Pages 36–37, from the beginning of the chapter to “. . . on their way.”
	· William’s uncle John died when William was nine years old.

· Uncle John died of tuberculosis.

· It was the first time William experienced someone dying.

· William’s cousin Geoffrey was left without a father; William’s father was left without a business partner.

· William and Geoffrey have more responsibility for the farm’s success.
	· The death of William’s uncle puts extra strain on the family, emotionally and financially.

	Pages 37–40, from “Not long after . . .” to “. . . talking to animals now!”
	· Uncle Socrates and his seven daughters move back to William’s village.

· Uncle Socrates also brings his big, smelly, slobbering dog, Khamba.

· William explains that dogs are not pets or companions in Malawi.

· Khamba follows William like a shadow; William is annoyed by his constant presence.

· Khamba is a good watchdog for the chickens and goats.
	· Though dogs are not meant to be pets, Khamba, the dog, is insistent on being William’s friend and companion.

	Pages 40–43, from “Aside from upsetting 
. . .” to “‘Let’s go eat.’”
	· Khamba proves himself a good hunting partner.

· William uses found resources to concoct his hunting tools. William even crafted himself two knives.

· William uses his knowledge of natural resources to craft rope and builds a slingshot using a bicycle tire. 

· Khamba shows the patience and quiet needed to join the hunt.

· William is successful in hunting birds.
	· William demonstrates his resourcefulness and patience, which will be important later when he builds the windmill.

	Page 43–44, from “Back at the house . . .” to “‘. . . that’s another story!’”
	· William and Khamba bring their catch home, clean the birds, and roast them.

· William’s father insists that Khamba and William are not required to share their meat because they worked hard for it.

· William and Khamba quickly gobble up their delicious meal.
	· William comes around to enjoying Khamba’s companionship.


Criteria for an Effective Summary Anchor Chart

RL.6.1, RL.6.2

(For Teacher Reference)

Literary Texts:

· Introduces the text by stating the title, author, and chapter, section or pages

· Briefly outlines what the text is about

· Clearly states the central idea(s)

· Includes the key events and supporting details from the text that convey the central idea(s)

· Identifies a possible theme (the point or message the author wants the reader to take away)

· Remains objective without opinions or judgments

· “Wraps up” with a concluding statement

· Is short, clear, and concise

Informative Texts:

· Introduces the text by stating the title author, and chapter, section or pages

· Briefly outlines what the text is about

· Clearly states the central idea(s)/main ideas

· Includes supporting details from the text that convey the central idea(s)/main ideas

· Remains objective without opinions or judgments

· “Wraps up” with a concluding statement

· Is short, clear, and concise

Exit Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 4

RI.6.1, RI.6.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Use your analysis of chapter 2 in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind and its central idea to answer the following questions.
5. Write the central idea we identified in class:
William’s dog Khamba is an unexpected but beloved friend.

6. Which quotation from chapter 2 best develops this central idea?
a. No one buys [dogs] as pets like they do in America, and they certainly don’t lavish them with rubber toys and fancy food (38).
b. “Let’s hunt,” I said. Khamba’s ears perked at the command and he followed me into the trees (42).
c. Khamba didn’t worry about bones at all, just swallowed his birds in one gulp and wagged his tail for more (43–44).
d. After that, I gave up trying to get rid of Khamba. In fact, I started to enjoy his company (39).

7. How does the quotation you chose develop the central idea? Explain your reasoning.
Answers will vary. Sample student response: The quote develops the central idea that William’s dog Khamba is an unexpected but beloved friend because it shows that William was not at first interested in having a dog as a pet but then realized he actually enjoyed Khamba as a companion.

Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
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Directions: Use your analysis of chapter 2 in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind and its central idea to answer the following questions.
8. Write the central idea we identified in class:
9. Which quotation from chapter 2 best develops this central idea?
a. No one buys [dogs] as pets like they do in America, and they certainly don’t lavish them with rubber toys and fancy food (38).
b. “Let’s hunt,” I said. Khamba’s ears perked at the command and he followed me into the trees (42).
c. Khamba didn’t worry about bones at all, just swallowed his birds in one gulp and wagged his tail for more (43–44).
d. After that, I gave up trying to get rid of Khamba. In fact, I started to enjoy his company (39).
10. How does the quotation you chose develop the central idea? Explain your reasoning.
Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
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