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Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 2

RI.6.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, answer the following prompt.
Skim through the prologue of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind again. Notice that although it is written in first person, the narrator’s name is not given. Why might the authors have chosen not to include the narrator’s name in the prologue?
Choose one of the answers (a–b) below. Then, explain why you chose that answer.

a. Because the authors want to make the readers interested in the story.
b. Because the authors think the narrator’s name is not important.

c. Because the authors want to focus on other characters first.

Answers will vary. Sample student response: I chose answer A because the authors may have chosen not to include the narrator’s name in the prologue because they wanted the reader to focus on the action of that scene, specifically the question of whether the windmill would work or not. Not naming the narrator and starting with his background information when they introduce him allows the reader to jump right into a moment of great suspense.

Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 2

RI.6.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, answer the following prompt.
Skim through the prologue of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind again. Notice that although it is written in first person, the narrator’s name is not given. Why might the authors have chosen not to include the narrator’s name in the prologue?
Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 2

RI.6.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, answer the following prompt.
Skim through the prologue of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind again. Notice that although it is written in first person, the narrator’s name is not given. Why might the authors have chosen not to include the narrator’s name in the prologue?
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I chose answer _______ because ___________________________________________________
Synopsis: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, Chapter 1

Name:
Date:

· William Kamkwamba lives in the village of Masitala, which is on the outskirts of Wimbe in the country of Malawi. Malawi is located in southeastern Africa.
· William has six sisters, a mother and a father. His extended family (aunts, uncles, and cousins) also live in the village.
· William’s family is a farming family. The family grows maize (white corn).
· William and his community believe that magic rules the world. A sing’anga, or witch doctor, can be consulted for cures or curses.
· William accepts gumballs from a group of boys. The gumballs belong to a local trader. The trader speaks with the sing’anga and puts a curse on whoever stole the gumballs.
· William is terrified of the magic that will be unleashed upon him by the sing’anga, so William confesses to his father that he ate the gumballs.
· Tales of the magical forces of the Gule Wamkulu frighten William.
· William’s father is a devout Presbyterian and tells William to “respect the wizards . . . but with God on your side, they have no power against you.”
· William introduces his cousin Geoffrey and friend Gilbert, the chief’s son.
· During planting and harvesting time, William’s father hires a man named Mister Phiri to work the land with them. Mr. Phiri’s secret to his strength is magic called mangolomera.
· William is very small and gets picked on, so he begins to become more interested in mangolomera. Shabani, who brags about being a real sing’anga, offers to provide William with mangolomera. William accepts.
· William picks a fight with a boy much larger than him in order to test his new strength. William is beaten badly in the fight. He has a conversation with Shabani. William recognizes that he has been cheated. 
· William’s perception of magic changes.
Author’s Methods Anchor Chart

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Writers use various methods to introduce and develop ideas and individuals in their texts. Some of the methods used by the writers of the texts in this module are included below.

	Method
	Definition
	Example

	Inner thoughts
	the thoughts of an individual that are not necessarily shared aloud with other individuals but that are shared with the reader
	Prologue 

“Let them, I thought. It was time” (2).

	Description
	specific and vivid details told often with imagery; could be physical description of an individual or general description of an idea or concept
	Chapter 1

“So cracked and wrinkled that his hands and feet looked as if they were chiseled from stone . . . had grown legs and started walking” (11).

Chapter 5 “As the mob trapped me in its belly . . . as if underwater” (86).

	Dialogue
	the actual words spoken by an individual to another individual; written with quotation marks
	TED Talk

Chapter 6

“My friend, this is the day we’ve been waiting for!” (105)

	Examples
	specific instance or sample to illustrate an idea or concept
	Chapter 3

radio, engine, and dynamo

	Anecdote
	a short and interesting, sometimes funny, story
	Chapter 4

Anecdote about roasting grasshoppers (64)

Anecdote about making ridges (65)


Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
Author’s Methods Anchor Chart

Writers use various methods to introduce and develop ideas and individuals in their texts. Some of the methods used by the writers of the texts in this module are included below.

	Method
	Definition
	Example

	Inner thoughts
	the thoughts of an individual that are not necessarily shared aloud with other individuals but that are shared with the reader
	

	Description
	specific and vivid details told often with imagery; could be physical description of an individual or general description of an idea or concept
	

	Dialogue
	the actual words spoken by an individual to another individual; written with quotation marks
	

	Examples
	specific instance or sample to illustrate an idea or concept
	

	Anecdote
	a short and interesting, sometimes funny, story
	

	Allusion
	reference to a different text, person, or event
	


Analyze Key Individual: William Note-Catcher

RI.6.1, RI.6.3, RI.6.7, RI.6.9, RI.6.10, SL.6.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Part I

Directions: Complete the chart below to track your analysis of William as we read the first 
eight chapters of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind; watch William’s TED Talk, “How I Built a Windmill”; and read an article about William. Cite evidence from the resources to support your answers.
	Text
	What methods do the writers use to introduce or develop William as a key individual? Provide evidence (e.g., allusion, anecdotes, description, dialogue, examples, inner thoughts).
	What can the reader infer about William and his character?

	Prologue

(Lesson 1)
	Inner thoughts (What a Character in the Story Thinks About)

· When the men tease William, he thinks, Let them.
•
Just before he starts the windmill, he thinks, Don’t let me down.
	•
Confident in himself and his machine, almost as if he has a personal relationship with the windmill

•
Demonstrates perseverance, meticulously assembles the windmill even though others tease him and laugh

	Chapter 1

(Lessons 2–3)
	Description (Information about How Something Looks, Sounds, Feels, etc.)

•
The writers describe William’s village: “You might be wondering what an African village looks like. 
Well . . .” (5).
•
Writers describe in detail the country, the village, the members of William’s family, and the role of the witch doctor.
	•
Feels very connected to his village
•
Setting in which he grew up had a direct effect on his life

	“How I Built a Windmill” 
(TED Talk)

(Lesson 2)
	Dialogue (Things People Say)

•
Due to William’s limited English, the interviewer leads the conversation and focuses mainly on the process and purpose of building the windmill.
	•
Accomplishments significant enough to be shared with a large audience on the prestigious TED stage

	Chapter 2

(Lesson 4)
	Examples

•
“The first was made from a thick piece of iron sheeting. After tracing a pattern in the metal, I’d taken a nail and poked holes all around the edges, then popped it out with a wrench” (40–41).
•
“I cut the bicycle tube into two strips and tied each piece to the end of the steel clothesline wire, then tied the rubber strips to the poles. When finished, it resembled a giant slingshot” (41–42).
	•
Resourceful and clever
•
Does not have standard tools, so he uses available materials to craft tools
•
Uses the tools in a creative manner to achieve his goal

	Chapter 3

(Lesson 5)
	Anecdote (A Short Story about Something Interesting)

•
William becomes very intrigued with dynamos. A man came to the Kamkwamba household on a bicycle with a headlamp powered by a dynamo. William asks Geoffrey to grab a radio so they can figure out how the dynamo creates the power for the headlamp.
•
Excerpt “I couldn’t get this out of my head” (52) to “Tonga!” (53)
	•
Spirit of inquiry, fascinated by figuring out how things work

	Chapter 4

(Lesson 6)
	Examples

•
“In Malawi, maize is as important as the water we drink” (62).
•
“Growing a good maize crop is difficult and takes the whole year” (63).
•
“Such work required every person in the family” (63).
•
“Buying seeds and fertilizer cost a lot of money. And because it always happened in December, sometimes it meant there wasn’t much left for Christmas” (66).
	•
Keen understanding of the impact maize has on his family’s life

	“William Kamkwamba’s Electric Wind”

(Lesson 7)
	Description

•
Writer describes the process through which William builds the windmill. 
•
“William spent hours . . .” to “hollow reed and wire.”
	•
Takes pride in his work
•
Does not haphazardly put together a project

	Chapter 5

(Lessons 8–9)
	Anecdote

William and Charity eat goat skin

•
“I snagged a long piece . . .” (97) to “Because that’s what Christmas was all about anyway” (98).
	•
Hunger has made him desperate

	Chapter 6

(Lesson 10)
	Dialogue

•
“Gilbert, bo!” to “Definitely you” (105).
•
William and Gilbert participate in some playful banter back and forth.
	•
Uses humor in the midst of hardship
•
Does not allow his current struggles to change his personality

	Chapter 8

(Lesson 12)
	Allusion

•
“I remembered a parable . . .” to 
“We survived” (135–136).
•
William makes an allusion to the Bible.
	•
Has faith in something outside of himself


Part II

Directions: Compare and contrast the information the reader learns from each of the resources. Cite evidence from the resource to support your answer.
	Text
	Compare and contrast how this source presents the events versus how they are presented in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind.
	How does the information in this source impact our understanding of the events presented in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind?

	
	Similar
	Different
	

	“How I Built a Windmill” 
(TED Talk)

(Lesson 2)
	Both sources use William as the provider of information.
	The TED Talk uses dialogue and images to present events. As an interview, Chris Anderson is leading the discussion; in the book, William is the main narrator.

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind provides a detailed step-by-step process of William’s construction of the windmill. It also gives a lot more context before and after the building of the windmill.
	The information presented in the TED Talk reinforces the information written in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. It focuses on William’s main accomplishment—the windmill—to reinforce this great achievement.
The TED Talk allows readers to see and hear from William in his own voice. This helps readers to remember that this is a nonfiction story.


	Text
	Compare and contrast how this source presents the events versus how they are presented in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind.
	How does the information in this source impact our understanding of the events presented in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind?

	
	Similar
	Different
	


	“William Kamkwamba’s Electric Wind”

(Lesson 7)
	Both texts highlight the famine as the catalyst for William’s work with the windmill.
	The article was written by someone other than William, while William is one of the authors of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. The article begins by providing an anecdote to introduce the reader to William. The text begins by William describing his village. 
	The article provides a different perspective of William’s accomplishment. The information in the article supports and heightens the description of the resourceful and creative nature of William that is represented in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind.


Reflect: Based on our reading, what can we infer about William’s strengths and challenges? Cite evidence from the texts to support your answer.
Sample student response: William Kamkwamba’s strength is his resourcefulness. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind and “William Kamkwamba’s Electric Wind” both show how William creates tools out of everyday materials. William’s main project, the windmill, was built from these types of materials. William’s resourcefulness led him to success. Though William is clever and curious, he does not do well in school. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind describes how William did not get accepted into a top secondary school. He scored low on his placement exams. Missing that opportunity kept William from getting into a school with a good science program.

Sources: 
Kamkwamba, William. “How I Built a Windmill.” TED, June 2007. Web.
Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
Levinson, Cynthia. “William Kamkwamba’s Electric Wind.” Faces Magazine, vol. 28, no. 2, pp. 10-13.
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Part B

Directions: Compare and contrast the information the reader learns from each of the resources. Cite evidence from the resource to support your answer.
	Text
	Compare and contrast how this source presents the events versus how they are presented in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind.
	How does the information in this source impact our understanding of the events presented in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind

	
	Similar
	Different
	

	“How I Built a Windmill” 
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Reflect: Based on our reading, what can we infer about William’s strengths and weaknesses? Cite evidence from the texts to support your answer.
TED Talk Transcript: William Kamkwamba, 
“How I Built a Windmill”

Name:
Date:


TED Talk: William Kamkwamba: How I Built a Windmill

https://www.ted.com/talks/william_kamkwamba_on_building_a_windmill
Chris Anderson: William, hi. Good to see you.
William Kamkwamba: Thanks.
CA: So, we’ve got a picture, I think? Where is this?
WK: This is my home. This is where I live.
CA: Where? What country?
WK: In Malawi, Kasungu. In Kasungu. Yeah, Mala.
CA: OK. Now, you’re 19 now?
WK: Yeah. I’m 19 years now.
CA: Five years ago, you had an idea. What was that?
WK: I wanted to make a windmill.
CA: A windmill?
WK: Yeah.
CA: What, to power—for lighting and stuff?
WK: Yeah.
CA: So, what did you do? How did you realize that?
WK: After I dropped out of school, I went to library, and I read a book that would—Using Energy, and I get information about doing the mill. And I tried, and I made it.
CA: So, you copied—you exactly copied the design in the book.
WK: Ah, no. I just—
CA: What happened?
WK: In fact, a design of the windmill that was in the book, it has got four—ah—three blades, and mine has got four blades.
CA: The book had three, yours had four.
WK: Yeah.
CA: And you made it out of what?
WK: I made four blades, just because I want to increase power.
CA: OK.
WK: Yeah.
CA: You tested three, and found that four worked better?
WK: Yeah. I test.
CA: And what did you make the windmill out of? What materials did you use?
WK: I use a bicycle frame, and a pulley, and plastic pipe, what then pulls—
CA: Do we have a picture of that? Can we have the next slide?
WK: Yeah. The windmill.
CA: And so, and that windmill, what—it worked?
WK: When the wind blows, it rotates and generates.
CA: How much electricity?
WK: 12 watts.
CA: And so, that lit a light for the house? How many lights?
WK: Four bulbs and two radios.
CA: Wow.
WK: Yeah.
CA: Next slide—so who’s that?
WK: This is my parents, holding the radio.
CA: So, what did they make of—that you were 14, 15 at the time—what did they make of this? They were impressed?
WK: Yeah.
CA: And so, what’s your—what are you going to do with this?
WK: Um—
CA: What do you—I mean—do you want to build another one?
WK: Yeah, I want to build another one—to pump water and irrigation for crops.
CA: So, this one would have to be bigger?
WK: Yeah.
CA: How big?
WK: I think it will produce more than 20 watts.
CA: So that would produce irrigation for the entire village?
WK: Yeah.
CA: Wow. And so, you’re talking to people here at TED to get people who might be able to help in some way to realize this dream?
WK: Yeah, if they can help me with materials, yeah.
CA: And as you think of your life going forward, you’re 19 now, do you picture continuing with this dream of working in energy?
WK: Yeah. I’m still thinking to work on energy.
CA: Wow. William, it’s a real honor to have you at the TED conference. Thank you so much for coming.
WK: Thank you.
Source: Kamkwamba, William. “How I Built a Windmill.” TED, June 2007. Web. Used under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 and TED Talks Usage Policy found at 
https://www.ted.com/about/our-organization/our-policies-terms/ted-talks-usage-policy.
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