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Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 3 

RI.6.3, RI.6.4, L.6.5a

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Next, read the following sentence from chapter 12 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. Then, answer the questions.

“‘You are my own creation!’ I shouted to my windmill. ‘So why are you trying to destroy me? Please, let me help you’” (222).

1. What type of figurative language is used in this sentence?

a. metaphor

b. hyperbole

c. simile

d. personification
2. How does this use of figurative language help to develop a key idea in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind?

a. The author’s use of figurative language makes the text interesting but does not help to develop a central idea.

b. The author’s use of figurative language illustrates how personally connected William feels to his windmill.
c. The author’s use of figurative language helps describe how complicated science and energy are.

d. The author’s use of figurative language shows that William does not have very many friends.

3. I chose my answer because

One of the central ideas we have identified is how personally meaningful this project was to William. He was creating the windmill not just as a hobby but to bring necessary electricity, light, and irrigation to his family home and farm. Talking out loud to his windmill as if it were a real person reflects this central idea.

Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 3

RI.6.3, RI.6.4, L.6.5a

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Next, read the following sentence from chapter 12 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. Then, answer the questions.

“‘You are my own creation!’ I shouted to my windmill. ‘So why are you trying to destroy me? Please, let me help you’” (222).

4. What type of figurative language is used in this sentence?

a. metaphor

b. hyperbole

c. simile

d. personification

5. How does this use of figurative language help to develop a key idea in The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind?

a. The author’s use of figurative language makes the text interesting but does not help to develop a central idea.

b. The author’s use of figurative language illustrates how personally connected William feels to his windmill.

c. The author’s use of figurative language helps describe how complicated science and energy are.

d. The author’s use of figurative language shows that William does not have very many friends.

6. I chose my answer because

Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.

Synopsis: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, Chapter 12

Name:
Date:


· William has not yet found a battery, so on calm nights with no wind, the Kamkwamba household is without lights. William and his family rely on the old kerosene lamps.

· William’s cousin, Ruth, presents William with a challenge: charging her cell phone with his windmill.

· William knows that the windmill must produce more voltage in order to charge a phone, so William creates his own step-up transformer to boost the power.

· William finally gets a car battery from his cousin, Charity. He wires the house for electricity and creates light switches as well.

· After a big storm, William’s roof collapses in his room. William notices that his wiring crossed and could have started a fire. William decides to search for a solution to his poor wiring.

· William consults Explaining Physics and learns about circuit breakers. Another big storm hits the Kamkwamba household. William’s roof collapses again. William sees that his circuit breaker works and a fire was avoided. 

· The bike chain on the windmill keeps breaking. William needs a permanent solution. He gets the idea of a pulley and belt system from Geoffrey. William is able to find pulleys in the scrapyard and gets a belt from one of the maize milling machines at the mill where Geoffrey works.

· The pulleys and belt work. William no longer has to constantly repair the bike chain on the windmill.

Exit Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 3

RI.6.1, RI.6.4, L.6.5c

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the following excerpt from chapter 12 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. Then, answer questions about the connotation of the word gang.

“The broken beam had also dumped hundreds of squirming termites onto the floor and across my bed. At first I tried sweeping them off, but there were too many. My father had managed to buy a few more chickens, and as I looked out my open door, I saw a gang of them walking past” (217).

7. Which synonym of the word gang best matches how it is used in the sentence?

a. team

b. group
c. club

d. organization

8. What phrase in the excerpt helps in understanding the meaning of gang?

a. “squirming termites”

b. “sweeping them off”

c. “a few more chickens”
d. “open door”

9. Carefully read these two sentences: 

“My father had managed to buy a few more chickens, and as I looked out my open door, I saw a gang of them walking past.”

My father had managed to buy a few more chickens, and as I looked out my open door, I saw a group of them walking past.

The words in bold have very similar meanings. Given the context of the chapter, what does the connotation of the word gang add to the reader’s understanding of the text?
The word gang often has a negative connotation. It suggests that the chickens have organized themselves to complete a villainous task. In this case, the task is eating the termites. While this is helpful to William, the termites would not view this gang of chickens favorably.
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Glossary

termite (noun): 

dumped (verb, past tense): dropped
sweeping (verb, progressive aspect): removing something with a brush of your hand


Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
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Directions: Read the following excerpt from chapter 12 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. Then, answer questions about the connotation of the word gang.

“The broken beam had also dumped hundreds of squirming termites onto the floor and across my bed. At first I tried sweeping them off, but there were too many. My father had managed to buy a few more chickens, and as I looked out my open door, I saw a gang of them walking past” (217).

10. Which synonym of the word gang best matches how it is used in the sentence?

a. team

b. group

c. club

d. organization

11. What phrase in the excerpt helps in understanding the meaning of gang?

a. “squirming termites”

b. “sweeping them off”

c. “a few more chickens”

d. “open door”

12. Carefully read these two sentences: 

“My father had managed to buy a few more chickens, and as I looked out my open door, I saw a gang of them walking past.”

My father had managed to buy a few more chickens, and as I looked out my open door, I saw a group of them walking past.

The words in bold have very similar meanings. Given the context of the chapter, what does the connotation of the word gang add to the reader’s understanding of the text?

Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
Exit Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 3

RI.6.1, RI.6.4, L.6.5c

Name:
Date:


Directions: Read the following excerpt from chapter 12 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. Then, answer questions about the connotation of the word gang.
“The broken beam had also dumped hundreds of squirming termites onto the floor and across my bed. At first I tried sweeping them off, but there were too many. My father had managed to buy a few more chickens, and as I looked out my open door, I saw a gang of them walking past” (217).
13. Which synonym of the word gang best matches how it is used in the sentence?
a. team
b. group
c. club
d. organization
14. What phrase in the excerpt helps in understanding the meaning of gang?
a. “squirming termites”
b. “sweeping them off”
c. “a few more chickens”
d. “open door”
15. Carefully read these two sentences: 
“My father had managed to buy a few more chickens, and as I looked out my open door, I saw a gang of them walking past.”
My father had managed to buy a few more chickens, and as I looked out my open door, I saw a group of them walking past.
The words in bold have very similar meanings. Given the context of the chapter, what does the connotation of the word gang add to the reader’s understanding of the text?
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dumped (verb, past tense): dropped
sweeping (verb, progressive aspect): removing something with a brush of your hand


Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
5-Minute Mini Language Dive

RI.6.4, SL.6.1, L.6.5

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

When news of this invention reached the trading center, the line of people wanting to charge their phones reached the road. (from page 211 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer)
Lesson 3 Placement

Lead this Mini Language Dive after students read chapter 12 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind in Work Time A.
Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address RI.6.4 and L.6.5 by highlighting the impact of William’s inventions on his community and by facilitating opportunities to interpret words with multiple meanings.

· The sentence helps students to address the Guiding Question “What habits of character can help solve a critical problem to contribute to a better community?”

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses the same word more than once with nuances in meaning (reached), it uses a conjunction to situate an event in time, and it illustrates the growing popularity of William’s work.

· Transfer: When + independent clause, independent clause = to organize events in summaries of texts with both chronological and cause and effect text structures throughout Unit 2. Invite students to revisit and use the frame of the Practice section when they complete Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 6. This entrance ticket prompts students to explore the habits of character that William demonstrates, using evidence from the text.

Deconstruct

· When news of this invention reached the trading center, the line of people wanting to charge their phones reached the road.

· Say:

“What does this sentence mean to you?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

· Draw student attention to the word reached.
· Say:

“How many times do you see the word reached in this sentence?” (Twice.)
“Can you show me what it means to reach your arms toward the walls of the classroom?” (Look for students to understand that to reach often means to extend toward.)
· Read aloud the focus structure: When news of this invention reached the trading center,
· Say:

“What do you notice about this chunk?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

“What does it mean that news reached the trading center?” (People at the trading center heard the news; the news made it to the trading center.)
“In this chapter, what news reached the trading center?” (News that William invented a 
“step-up” transformer that could charge people’s phones.)

“Can this chunk stand on its own as a complete sentence? How do you know?” (No; it uses the phrase when, which introduces a dependent clause.)
Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: When news of this invention reached the trading center, the line of people wanting to charge their phones reached the road.
· Draw student attention to the second clause in the sentence: the line of people wanting to charge their phones reached the road.

“Why did the line of people reach the road?” (Because people were excited; because people wanted to charge their phones using William’s invention.)

“What does this tell us about what William’s inventions mean to his community?” (Even though people sometimes tease William, they are excited and energized by his work.)

· If time allows, say:

“Look at the two uses of the word reached in this sentence. How are these uses similar? How are they different?” (Responses will vary, but guide students to understand that news reaching a trading center and a line reaching the road represents a more figurative use of the word.)
· If it is useful to do so based on students’ needs, draw attention to the conjunction when at the beginning of the sentence. Say:

“Why did the authors use the word when?” (To show an order of events; to organize events by time; to explain when something happened.)
“How can we use when in our speaking or writing?” (Responses will vary.)
“Think about the text structures we have been studying. What structures might feature the word when used in this way?” (Chronological; cause and effect.)
· Say:

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question: What habits of character can help solve a critical problem to contribute to a better community?” (Responses will vary.)
Practice

· Display the following sentence frame:

When the journalists reached William’s windmill, they ___________________________. 

independent clause
(When + independent clause, independent clause)
· Say:

“Use this frame to talk about what the journalists did when they visited William’s windmill. Think about how this might connect to habits of character. Use your own words and work with your partners.”

· Answers will vary. Sample response:

When the journalists reached William’s windmill, they asked lots of questions and admired his work.
5-Minute Mini Language Dive Note-Catcher

Name:
Date:


Lesson 3

RI.6.4, SL.6.1, L.6.5

Sentence

When news of this invention reached the trading center, the line of people wanting to charge their phones reached the road. (from page 211 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer)
Practice

When the journalists reached William’s windmill, they______________________________
__________________________________________________________________________.
independent clause

(When + independent clause, independent clause)
Lesson 9

RI.6.1, RI.6.4, RI.6.7, SL.6.1, L.6.5c

Sentence

They poured out of the car with their cameras and tape recorders, and flocked around the windmill. (from page 247 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer)
Practice

For two hours, they moved through the house, elbowing and shoving one another to get the best pictures of my switches and battery system.

For two hours, they __________________________________________________________

the house, elbowing and shoving one another to get the best pictures of my switches and 

battery system.
Lesson 10

SL.6.1, L.6.1

Sentence

However, I did become homesick, and whenever that happened, I’d hide away in the school library, where the books filled rows and rows of shelves. (from pages 256–257 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer)
Practice

I don’t usually ____________________________________________________________. 

verb phrase

However, I did ____________________________________________________________.

verb phrase
(However + subject + auxiliary verb + verb phrase)
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