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	Critical Problems and Design Solutions
	Grade 6: Module 2: Unit 1: Lesson 11



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 11
RI.6.5, W.6.10

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, complete the following activity. 

Reread your QuickWrite from Lesson 8 about the structure of chapter 5. Then, complete the sentence frame to represent whether your initial thinking was changed or confirmed. Refer to the Structure anchor chart to help you with your response. 

I used to think the structure used by the authors in chapter 5 was ______, and now I think . . . 

Answers will vary, but may include the following: I used to think the structure used by the authors in chapter 5 was cause and effect, but now I think that cause and effect is the structure because chapter 5 explains the effects of the famine for both William’s family and those in his community.
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Analyze Structure: The Boy Who Harnessed
the Wind, Chapters 5 and 6
RI.6.1, RI.6.5, W.6.10

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Answer the following questions, using evidence from the text to support your ideas where appropriate.

	Chapter 5: “Malawi Begins to Starve”

	Central Idea: The effects of the drought are serious and widespread. William and those in his village are willing to do whatever is necessary to survive.

	Considering the central idea, what structure might likely be used in this chapter?

How do you know?

	Cause and Effect
I see the word “effects.”

	Review the chapters to determine the structure used by the authors.

Choose three pieces of evidence from chapter that signal the structure and convey the central idea.

Underline the words that helped you determine the structure.

	“. . . the families in the smaller villages had run out of food. Their storage rooms were empty, and now they were hungry” (70).
“Due to the shortage of maize, the price doubled in the market. When this happened, people started hunting for food in the forest” (71).
“Because of the drought and losing her husband, Geoffrey’s mother didn’t have the money to pay his school fees” (76).


	Chapter 6: “My School Assignment”

	Central Idea: William’s journey toward an education was challenged by a series of difficult events.

	Considering the central idea, what structure might likely be used in this chapter?

How do you know?

	Chronological or Sequential
I see the words “series” and “events.”

	Review the chapters to determine the structure used by the authors.

Choose three pieces of evidence from chapter that signal the structure and convey the central idea.

Underline the words that helped you determine the structure.

	“The new year arrived with steady rains that encouraged our maize to grow” (101).
“As the big day approached, I tried my best to get ready” (104).
“But after two weeks, a silence fell over the room each morning and never lifted” (110).


Source: Kamkwamba, William, and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition). Puffin Books, 2015.
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Analyze Structure: “William
Kamkwamba’s Electric Wind”
RI.6.1, RI.6.2, RI.6.5, W.6.10

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Review “William Kamkwamba’s Electric Wind.” Then, answer the question(s) below.

1. What type of overall structure is used by the writer in this article? (RI.6.5)

Problem-solution OR chronological-sequential.

2. Which of the following best describes the function of the section titles within the structure of the article? (RI.6.5)

a. The section titles hint at the main idea of each section.

b. The section titles identify each of the problems William faced.

c. The section titles indicate the progression of William’s experiments.
d. The section titles show how William’s family felt at each stage.

3. How do the section titles help to develop a central idea of this article? (RI.6.1, RI.6.2, RI.6.5, W.6.10)

The section titles help to mark the different stages of William’s design thinking and reinforce the [problem-solution/chronological-sequential] structure of the article. These work together to lay out the impact of William’s resourceful and diligent nature in solving the problem. The sequence of events in the article highlight the difficulty of William’s success with the windmill from the inception of the idea to the global exposure received through TED. The section titles highlight the difficulty but also the perseverance William exhibited by tackling each obstacle throughout the windmill design and build process.
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