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	Critical Problems and Design Solutions
	Grade 6: Module 2: Unit 1: Lesson 5 (



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 5

RI.6.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, answer the following prompts.
Reread an excerpt from chapter 2 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, starting on page 40 (“One morning after the rains . . .”) and ending on page 41 (“. . . waistband of my trousers”).
1. Which of the following is a method used by the writers in this excerpt to further develop our understanding of William? (RI.6.3)
a. anecdote
b. dialogue
c. examples

d. photographs
2. Which of the following is something the reader can infer about William’s character from the excerpt? (RI.6.3)
a. He is resourceful and good at building tools.
b. He is faithful to his dog Khamba.
c. He is hard working, spending long days hunting.
d. He is generous and will share the food he hunts with his family.
3. How does this detail add to the readers’ understanding of William as he was introduced in the prologue?
In the prologue, William successfully premieres his windmill, which he built by being resourceful. The detail in this excerpt shows that he was always naturally resourceful and good at building tools.

	Glossary

resourceful (adjective): able to deal with difficult situations and find solutions to problems
faithful (adjective): showing true support and loyalty
generous (adjective): freely giving or sharing things


Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 5

RI.6.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, answer the following prompts.
Reread an excerpt from chapter 2 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, starting on page 40 (“One morning after the rains . . .”) and ending on page 41 (“. . . waistband of my trousers”).
4. Which of the following is a method used by the writers in this excerpt to further develop our understanding of William? (RI.6.3)
a. anecdote
b. dialogue
c. examples
d. photographs
5. Which of the following is something the reader can infer about William’s character from the excerpt? (RI.6.3)
a. He is resourceful and good at building tools.
b. He is faithful to his dog Khamba.
c. He is hard working, spending long days hunting.
d. He is generous and will share the food he hunts with his family.
6. How does this detail add to the readers’ understanding of William as he was introduced in the prologue?
Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 5

RI.6.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then, answer the following prompts.
Reread an excerpt from chapter 2 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, starting on page 40 (“One morning after the rains . . .”) and ending on page 41 (“. . . waistband of my trousers”).
7. Which of the following is a method used by the writers in this excerpt to further develop our understanding of William? (RI.6.3)
a. anecdote
b. dialogue
c. examples
d. photographs
8. Which of the following is something the reader can infer about William’s character from the excerpt? (RI.6.3)
a. He is resourceful and good at building tools.
b. He is faithful to his dog Khamba.
c. He is hard working, spending long days hunting.
d. He is generous and will share the food he hunts with his family.
9. How does this detail add to the readers’ understanding of William as he was introduced in the prologue?

In the prologue, William


The detail in this excerpt shows that he

	Glossary

resourceful (adjective): able to deal with difficult situations and find solutions to problems

faithful (adjective): showing true support and loyalty

generous (adjective): freely giving or sharing things


Synopsis: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, Chapter 3 

Name:
Date:

· William begins to hang out at the trading center more often with Geoffrey and Gilbert.

· With no electricity or television, William, Geoffrey, and Gilbert rely on the radio for connection to the outside world.

· William and Geoffrey begin to crack open radios to investigate how the sound comes out.

· William and Geoffrey discover many things about radios by tinkering with them.

· People ask William and Geoffrey to fix broken radios.

· William and Geoffrey do not have all the tools needed to properly fix radios, so they get creative by using recycled materials to create makeshift tools.

· William and Geoffrey explore the workings of a dynamo from a bike.

· They connect the wires from the dynamo to the AC socket of the radio and the radio plays.

· The dynamo opens William’s eyes to the power of electricity. William describes how difficult and expensive it is to get electricity in Malawi. William concludes that he will bring electricity to his village.

· William understands that in order to be a scientist he must matriculate past primary school. William studies diligently for his secondary placement tests.

Chapter 3 Summary Strips

RI.6.2

	William and Geoffrey tinker with a bike dynamo and manage to power a radio. They get so knowledgeable, others bring them their personal radios to repair.

	Learning more about electricity becomes especially important to William because it is difficult and expensive to get electricity in Malawi. Electricity would solve many problems for his community, like being able to work or read past dark.

	In chapter 3 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, William discovers that he enjoys taking apart machines and figuring out how they work.

	William is determined to find a way to bring electricity to his village. He focuses on studying hard for the Standard Eight exam to earn a spot in a good secondary school where he can learn science and solve this problem.
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Directions: Record the name of your partner for each color or category. Add more rows to create more possible groupings.
	Red Partner
	Name

	Blue Partner


	Name

	Green Partner


	Name



	
	


5-Minute Mini Language Dive

L.6.2a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

For instance, we discovered that white noise—that shhhhhhhh sound that you hear between stations—and most other functions originate from a circuit board. (from page 47 of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer)
Lesson 5 Placement

Lead this Mini Language Dive after students read the chapter 3 excerpt of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind in Work Time A.
Rationale

· Guiding Question and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students respond to the guiding question (How can design thinking help solve a critical problem?) by illustrating the process of William’s learning and discovery. It also addresses L.6.2a by presenting one way to use punctuation to set off a parenthetical element in a sentence.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses dashes to incorporate additional information that clarifies a phrase (white noise).

· Transfer: Start of independent clause + —parenthetical— + rest of independent clause to insert definitions and clarifications into summaries of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: For instance, we discovered that white noise —that shhhhhhhh sound that you hear between stations— and most other functions originate from a circuit board.

· Say:

“What does this sentence mean to you?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

· Read aloud the focus structure: —that shhhhhhhh sound that you hear between stations—
· Say:

“What do you notice about this chunk?” (Responses may vary, but students are likely to point out the sentence is set off by dashes.)

“This chunk provides a definition. What word or phrase is it defining? How do you know?” (White noise; this is the last phrase that precedes the dashes.)

“What does this definition inside of the dashes tell us about what white noise sounds like? Let’s hear it!”

Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: For instance, we discovered that white noise 
—that shhhhhhhh sound that you hear between stations— and most other functions originate from a circuit board.

· Say:

“What do you think is the most important idea in this sentence?” (The idea that most functions in a radio come from its circuit board.)

· If students struggle to identify this as the most important idea in the sentence, draw their attention to the main verb in the sentence, discovered: what did Geoffrey and William discover?

“Can you figure out why the writers used dashes to provide a definition of white noise?” 
(To add more information; to make sure the reader understands what white noise is.)

“What other punctuation marks could the writers have used to set off this information?” (Parentheses; commas.) 

· If time allows, invite students to practice these alternatives.

· Display an alternative way to present the information of this sentence: For instance, we discovered that white noise and most other functions originate from a circuit board. White noise is that shhhhhhhh sound that you hear between stations.

· Say:

“What do you notice about these sentences?” (They present the same information, but in two sentences instead of one.)

“Why do you think the writers chose to put this information all in one sentence instead of two?” (Responses may vary, but may include the following: to keep the phrase white noise near its definition; to de-emphasize the meaning of white noise, which is not the most important idea in the sentence.)
“How can we use dashes or parentheses in our speaking or writing?” (Responses will vary.)

· Say:

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question: How can design thinking help solve a critical problem?” (Responses will vary.)
Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

In chapter 3, William and Geoffrey ask questions about the function of

dynamos—__________________________________________—and end up learning a lot

parenthetical

about how electricity works.

(prepositional phrase, start of independent clause—parenthetical—and + rest of independent clause)
· Say:

“Use this frame to provide additional information about the word dynamos using information from chapter 3. Use your own words and work with your partners.”
· If students cannot quickly scan chapter 3 to find the passage about dynamos, tell them it begins on page 51.

· Responses will vary. Sample response:

In chapter 3, William and Geoffrey ask questions about the function of dynamos— spinning metal wheels that can create electricity on a bicycle —and end up learning a lot about how electricity works.
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