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	Greek Mythology
	Grade 6: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 3



Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 3

RL.6.2

(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then work with a partner to state a theme that is conveyed by The Lightning Thief. Include details from the text that reveal this theme.
Answers will vary. Sample student response: Sometimes a hero’s help comes when he or she least expects it. For example, just as Percy is about to be turned to stone by Medusa, Grover comes flying in on his winged shoes and whacks Medusa with a tree branch.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 3

RL.6.2

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then work with a partner to state a theme that is conveyed by The Lightning Thief. Include details from the text that reveal this theme.
Text: “Cronus”

Name:
Date:


Cronus

Cronus was the son of Uranus and Gaea (Mother Earth). He was the youngest of the Titans. When Gaea gave birth to other children, such as Cyclops, who looked monstrous, Uranus was not proud of them and put them in a pit under the earth. This made Gaea very angry, and she asked Cronus and his Titan brothers to rise up against their father and save their other brothers. Cronus did overthrow his father, but he did not save his monstrous brothers. Gaea, who loved all of her children, was so angry that Cronus did not help his brothers that she began to plan Cronus’s ruin.

Cronus was the god of time. He married his sister Rhea, and together they had three sons and three daughters. Cronus was afraid that his children might one day rise up against him, as he had against his own father, Uranus. His father had predicted that this would happen. To ensure he kept his power and the prophecy did not come true, Cronus swallowed each child as soon as they were born.

This filled his wife Rhea with sorrow and anger. When it came to Zeus, her sixth and last child, Rhea was determined to save this one child at least, to love and cherish. She asked her parents, Uranus and Gaea, for advice and assistance. They told her to wrap a stone in baby-clothes and give it to Cronus. She did, and he swallowed the stone without noticing the deception.

Anxious to keep the secret of his existence from Cronus, Rhea sent the infant Zeus to Crete, where he was fed, protected, and educated. Priests beat their shields together to make a constant noise to drown out the cries of the child and frighten away all intruders.

Once he grew into a man, Zeus was determined to make his father give back his brothers and sisters. The goddess Metis helped him by convincing Cronus to drink a potion, which caused him to expel the children he had swallowed. Cronus was so enraged that the father and son went to war. Zeus eventually dethroned his father Cronus, who was banished from his kingdom and had his supreme power taken away. Zeus became supreme god.

Adapted from: Berens, E. M. “Cronus (Saturn).” Myths and Legends of Ancient Greece and Rome. Maynard, Merrill and Co., 1894. 14–17. Project Gutenberg. Web. Public domain. 
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Text: “Medusa”

Name:
Date:


Medusa

There once lived, in the city of Athens, a gorgeous maiden named Medusa. Medusa’s beauty was celebrated throughout Greece and she attracted many suitors. But as a priestess in the temple of Athena, she had vowed never to marry. Poseidon, the god of the sea, saw Medusa’s beauty and immediately fell in love with her. Medusa loved him in return and, in marrying him, she betrayed her vows to Athena. 

Athena was jealous of Medusa’s beauty and of Poseidon’s love for her. Envious and spiteful, Athena punished Medusa in a most terrible manner. Every wavy lock of Medusa’s beautiful hair was changed into a venomous snake. Her once gentle, loving eyes became bloodshot, furious orbs. Her rosy cheeks took on the greenish hue of death. Her smile, which had before caused all to love her, became a hideous grinning mask.  Too horrible for human eyes to bear, Medusa’s visage now caused all who looked upon her to turn to stone.

Repulsed by her new form, Medusa fled from her home, never to return. Shunned by the world, her soul changed and darkened to match her monstrous outward appearance. Medusa retreated to the Underworld where she joined her sisters - the Gorgons - frightful winged beasts with bodies covered in scales. 

Proud to have made an example of Medusa, the warrior Athena engraved the hideous face of Medusa on her shield. This she showed to the hero Perseus, son of Zeus, and implored him, “Look upon this tragic creature. Someone must end the sorrow of this piteous sinful one.” Just a glimpse of the image of Medusa on Athena’s shield chilled Perseus to his soul. “Will you kill her for me?” Athena challenged. 

Perseus agreed, and as he commenced his quest to destroy the dreadful Medusa, Athena watched him leave, smiling with content.

Adapted from: 

Berens, E. M. “The Gorgons.” Myths and Legends of Ancient Greece and Rome. Maynard, Merrill and Co., 1894. Project Gutenberg. Web. Public domain.
Lang, J. A Book of Myths. New York, Thomas Nelson & Sons. 2007.
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Close Reading Jigsaw: Greek Myths 
Note-Catcher

RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.4, W.6.10, SL.6.1, L.6.4

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Work with your expert group to closely read your assigned myth and answer each of the questions. Be prepared to share your understanding of your myth and your responses to the questions with your home group.

	“Cronus”

	1. What does the word dethroned mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?

The word means removed from a throne or position of power.
To determine its meaning, I:

__ used context from the sentence or text
__ used my affix list

__ used a dictionary

__ used background knowledge

__ other: ________________________
used context clues (“had his supreme power taken away”)

	2. What does the word banished mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?

The word means forced out or away.
To determine its meaning, I:

__ used context from the sentence or text
__ used my affix list

__ used a dictionary

__ used background knowledge

__ other: ________________________
used a dictionary

	3. What might this series of events tell you about Rhea’s character?

You can use sentences, words, or sketches to show your ideas.

Rhea did what she could to protect her son, Zeus, even if that meant sending him away from her and tricking his father.

About Cronus’s character?

You can use sentences, words, or sketches to show your ideas.

Cronus was not a good father and didn’t love or take care of his children the way a father should, because he was afraid of losing his power.

	4. What is a theme suggested by “Cronus”? What is one piece of evidence from the myth that conveys that theme? (Remember, a theme is big idea or observation about life or human behavior; it is rooted in the text but goes beyond it.)

A mother will put her love for her children above other relationships. “Anxious to keep the secret of his existence from Cronus, Rhea sent the infant Zeus to Crete, where he was fed, protected, and educated.”

Those in power will do anything to stay in power. “To ensure he kept his power and the prophecy did not come true, Cronus swallowed each child as soon as it was born.”

	5. Write an effective summary of “Cronus.”

Sentence to introduce the text and the central idea

One or two sentences to give details about one of the significant events in the text

One or two sentences to give details about another significant event in the text

Sentence to provide a conclusion and state a possible theme of the text

The myth of “Cronus” tells the story of how Zeus defeated his father, Cronus, and became the supreme God. Cronus defeated his own father at his mother’s request, but he did not save all of his brothers as he promised. When Cronus married Rhea, he was so afraid that his own children would try to defeat him that he ate all of his children. Rhea was able to save one, Zeus, and Zeus was able to retrieve his brothers and sisters and defeat Cronus. This myth suggests the theme that a mother’s love for her children is strong, since both Gaea and Rhea sought to protect their children from their fathers, who treated the children poorly and only wanted power.


	“Medusa”

	6. What does the word vowed mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?

The word means to make a serious oath or pledge.
To determine its meaning, I:

__ used context from the sentence or text
__ used my affix list

__ used a dictionary

__ used background knowledge

__ other: ________________________
used a dictionary

	7. What does the word envious mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?

The word means desiring what someone else has; jealous.
To determine its meaning, I:

__ used context from the sentence or text
__ used my affix list

__ used a dictionary

__ used background knowledge

__ other: ________________________
used context clues (“Athena was jealous of Medusa’s beauty and of Poseidon’s love for her”)

	8. What might this series of events tell you about Medusa’s character?

You can use sentences, words, or sketches to show your ideas.

Medusa was not faithful to her promises.

About Athena’s character?

You can use sentences, words, or sketches to show your ideas.

Athena would not tolerate being outshone by another’s beauty and used Medusa to send a message to others who might also betray her.

	9. What is a theme suggested by “Medusa”? What is one piece of evidence from the myth that conveys that theme? (Remember, a theme is a big idea or observation about life or human behavior; it is rooted in the text but goes beyond it.)

Those who anger or disobey the gods will be punished. Athena stripped away Medusa’s beauty as a reminder to others not to challenge the goddess or break their vows to her.

Excessive pride can make us act recklessly. Athena’s punishment was extreme. Not only did she change Medusa’s appearance, she sent Perseus to kill her as well, all because Athena did not want any woman to be more beautiful than she. This level of punishment was unnecessary.

	10. Write an effective summary of “Medusa.”

Sentence to introduce the text and the central idea

One or two sentences to give details about one of the significant events in the text

One or two sentences to give details about another significant event in the text

Sentence to provide a conclusion and state a possible theme of the text

The myth of “Medusa” tells the story of how Medusa became a hideous monster. Medusa angered the goddess Athena by being both beautiful and disloyal when she broke her vow as a priestess and married Poseidon. Athena punished Medusa by turning her into a monster with snakes for hair and sending Perseus to kill her. This myth suggests the theme that excessive pride can make one act recklessly. Athena’s punishment was extreme and unnecessary. Medusa suffered terribly simply because of Athena’s jealousy.


Close Reading Jigsaw: Greek Myths 
Note-Catcher

RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.4, W.6.10, SL.6.1, L.6.4

Name:
Date:


Directions: Work with your expert group to closely read your assigned myth and answer each of the questions. Be prepared to share your understanding of your myth and your responses to the questions with your home group.
	“Cronus”

	11. What does the word dethroned mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?




	12. What does the word banished mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?




	13. What might this series of events tell you about Rhea’s character?

About Cronus’s character?




	14. What is a theme suggested by “Cronus”? What is one piece of evidence from the myth that conveys that theme? (Remember, a theme is big idea or observation about life or human behavior; it is rooted in the text but goes beyond it.)




	15. Write an effective summary of “Cronus.”





	“Medusa”

	16. What does the word vowed mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?




	17. What does the word envious mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?




	18. What might this series of events tell you about Medusa’s character?

About Athena’s character?




	19. What is a theme suggested by “Medusa”? What is one piece of evidence from the myth that conveys that theme? (Remember, a theme is a big idea or observation about life or human behavior; it is rooted in the text but goes beyond it.)




	20. Write an effective summary of “Medusa.”




Close Reading Jigsaw: Greek Myths
Note-Catcher
RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.4, W.6.10, SL.6.1, L.6.4

Name:
Date:


Directions: Work with your expert group to closely read your assigned myth and answer each of the questions. Be prepared to share your understanding of your myth and your responses to the questions with your home group.

	“Cronus”

	1.
What does the word dethroned mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?


The word means 


To determine its meaning, I:

____ used context from the sentence or text

____ used my affix list

____ used a dictionary

____ used background knowledge

____ other: 


	2.
What does the word banished mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?


The word means 


To determine its meaning, I:

____ used context from the sentence or text

____ used my affix list

____ used a dictionary

____ used background knowledge

____ other: 


	3.
What might this series of events tell you about Rhea’s character?

You can use sentences, words, or sketches to show your ideas.

About Cronus’s character?

You can use sentences, words, or sketches to show your ideas.



	4.
What is a theme suggested by “Cronus”? What is one piece of evidence from the myth that conveys that theme? (Remember, a theme is big idea or observation about life or human behavior; it is rooted in the text but goes beyond it.)




	5.
Write an effective summary of “Cronus.”

Sentence to introduce the text and the central idea:

One or two sentences to give details about one of the significant events in the text:

One or two sentences to give details about another significant event in the text:

Sentence to provide a conclusion and state a possible theme of the text:





	“Medusa”

	1.
What does the word vowed mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?


The word means 


To determine its meaning, I:

____ used context from the sentence or text

____ used my affix list

____ used a dictionary

____ used background knowledge

____ other: 


	2.
What does the word envious mean? What did you do to determine its meaning?


The word means


To determine its meaning, I:

____ used context from the sentence or text

____ used my affix list

____ used a dictionary

____ used background knowledge

____ other: 


	3.
What might this series of events tell you about Medusa’s character?

You can use sentences, words, or sketches to show your ideas.

About Athena’s character?

You can use sentences, words, or sketches to show your ideas.



	4.
What is a theme suggested by “Medusa”? What is one piece of evidence from the myth that conveys that theme? (Remember, a theme is a big idea or observation about life or human behavior; it is rooted in the text but goes beyond it.)




	5.
Write an effective summary of “Medusa.”

Sentence to introduce the text and the central idea:

One or two sentences to give details about one of the significant events in the text:

One or two sentences to give details about another significant event in the text:

Sentence to provide a conclusion and state a possible theme of the text:





Copyright License
Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

For more information, visit our Terms of Use at https://curriculum.eleducation.org/terms-of-use. 

	[image: image2.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	2

	© 2019© 2019 EL Education Inc.




	[image: image1.png][T Education Language Arts Curriculum




	
	1

	© 2019 EL Education Inc.



[image: image1.png][image: image2.emf][image: image3.png][T Education Language Arts Curriculum



[image: image4.emf][image: image5.png][T Education Language Arts Curriculum



[image: image6.emf][image: image7.png][T Education Language Arts Curriculum



[image: image8.emf][image: image9.png][T Education Language Arts Curriculum



[image: image10.emf]