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Language Dive Guide: Compare and Contrast Model Essay Focus Statement

W.6.2a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

A comparison of chapter 11 of the book and the same scene of the movie reveals both similarities and differences. (focus statement from Unit 2 Compare and Contrast Model Essay)

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps to address the daily learning target and W.6.2a by facilitating a deep investigation of a focus statement of an essay introduction.

· Supporting Standards: SL.6.1.

· Guiding Question: The sentence helps respond to a big idea of the module (Examining multiple points of view supports a more complex understanding of our own and others’ choices and beliefs) by inviting students to consider the point of view of the writer and movie director.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it features a complex noun phrase, which is typical of academic writing. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: A comparison of chapter 11 of the book and the same scene of the movie.
· Practice and Transfer: After discussing the focus structure, students practice using it to discuss something in their lives. Students transfer their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when contrasting The Lightning Thief text with the film and during the End of Unit 1 Assessment.

· Delivery: Note that the chunks are presented in reverse order to provide context for the reason presented in the final chunk, allowing for better understanding and discussion. Additionally, only 10 minutes are allocated for this Language Dive. Be mindful of pacing so that the majority of the time is spent discussing and practicing the focus structure.

Time

10 minutes

Throughout the Language Dive

Encourage rich conversation among students about the meaning of each of the sentence chunk strips, what the academic phrases within each chunk mean, and how they relate to the sentence and the text overall. Monitor and guide conversation with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues.

After asking questions, provide students up to 1 minute of think time to reflect, depending on the complexity of the question. Alternatively, invite partners to discuss, providing an allocated time for each student.

Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference.

Although students should briefly discuss all chunks in each Language Dive sentence, invite them to slow down during one chunk, called the focus structure, to investigate and practice a particularly compelling language structure.

Where possible, place sketches, pictures, or illustrations above key nouns and verbs in the chunks after discussing their meanings. This allows students to quickly access the content of each chunk as they work with the structures in the sentence as a whole.

For translation work, invite students to use their online or paper translation dictionary if necessary. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary logs.

Note: Some responses to questions in the Language Dive indicate only that “Responses will vary.” Like one the larger goals of Language Dives, “Responses will vary” is intended to suggest that students should be encouraged to grapple with questions and ideas, develop interest and participation, and not be immediately steered toward “correct” responses. Indeed, even where correct responses are provided, consider continuing to invite a culture of inquiry and grappling.

Key

Red

Launch

· Welcome students to their third Grade 6 Language Dive. Display the term Language Dive.
· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partner. Say:

“Based on your first and second Language Dives, what do you think a Language Dive is?” (Responses will vary.)

· After inviting responses, write and display students’ ideas.

· If productive, cue students to clarify the conversation by confirming what they mean. If necessary, prompt students’ responses with sentence frames: “Yes, you’ve got it” or “No, sorry, that’s not what I mean. What I mean is _____.” Say:

“So, do you mean _____?” (Responses will vary.)

· Confirm or amend and display students’ ideas.

Deconstruct

· Remind students about the first step in the Deconstruct stage: 

“When we do a Language Dive, first we read the sentence. We talk about what we think it means and how it might help us understand our guiding question.” 

· Invite students to put their finger by this sentence from the Compare and Contrast Model Essay on their note-catchers: A comparison of chapter 11 of the book and the same scene of the movie reveals both similarities and differences.
· Read aloud the sentence twice, and then ask students to take turns reading the sentence aloud with their partners.

· Say:

“What does this sentence mean to you?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the big idea that examining multiple points of view supports a more complex understanding of our own and others’ choices and beliefs?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.) 
· After inviting responses, write and display students’ ideas.
both similarities and differences.
Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following sentence chunk strip: both similarities and differences.
· Say:

“Does this chunk come at the beginning or the end of the sentence? How do you know?” (At the end; it ends with a period.)

“What are similarities? Does anyone know what this word means?” (things that are the same)
“What about differences? Does anyone know what differences are?” (things that are different)
· Encourage students to write definitions of these words onto their note-catchers in their own words. (
“Think about what we’ve been doing in class. What do you think this sentence is talking about: the differences and similarities between what two things?” (Responses may vary, but encourage students to make connections to the compare-and-contrast work they are doing with The Lightning Thief text and movie scene)
· Say: 

“Let’s talk about the second chunk.”
reveals
Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: reveals
· Say:

“Does anyone know what the verb reveals means?” (to make something known)
· Make sure students move forward with a clear and accurate understanding of this word. Encourage dictionary use and home language translations, if needed. Encourage students to write definitions of this word onto their note-catchers in their own words. (
· Say:

“What do we do to reveal similarities and differences between things?” (We compare and contrast them.)

· Say: 

“Let’s talk about the third and final chunk.”
A comparison of chapter 11 of the book and the same scene of the movie
Deconstruct (Focus Structure)

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: A comparison of chapter 11 of the book and the same scene of the movie
· Underline comparison in red, and invite students to do the same on their note-catcher. (
· Say:

“Does anyone know what comparison means?” (the act of analyzing two or more things to see what is the same and what is different)
· If students do not know what the word means, encourage them to think about similar-sounding words (e.g., compare) and affixes (e.g., -ison) to help them make guesses. 

· Say:

“What two things did the writer of this sentence compare?” (chapter 11 of The Lightning Thief book and the same scene of The Lightning Thief movie) 
Practice (Focus Structure)

· Tell students they will now practice the focus structure: 

“You’ve played with this chunk and figured out the meaning. Now let’s use the structure in the sentence for our own speaking and writing.” 

· Display the sentence frame: A comparison of _____ and _____ reveals that ______.
· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to talk about some similarities and differences between common things in your own words with your triad.” 

· Tell students you will give them 30 seconds to think and discuss with their partners, or write down their ideas on their note-catchers. ( If students struggle to think of things to compare, encourage them to look around the classroom and compare objects that they find.

· After 30 seconds, invite student responses.

· If productive, cue students to expand their answers:

“Can you say more about that?” (Responses will vary.) 
A comparison of chapter 11 of the book and the same scene of the movie reveals both similarities and differences.
Reconstruct

· Say: 

“You did well figuring out what all of the chunks mean, and why they’re important.” 

· Remind students they will now go from the Deconstruct to the Reconstruct stage: 

“Now that you’ve played with the chunks, let’s put them all back together again into a sentence. And let’s see how playing with the chunks adds to our understanding of the meaning of the sentence and our big idea. Let’s see how reconstructing helps us understand how English works.”

· Point to and read the entire sentence on display: A comparison of chapter 11 of the book and the same scene of the movie reveals both similarities and differences.
· Tell students that this sentence is the focus statement of the introduction in the Compare and Contrast Model Essay. Remind them that focus statements tell the reader some of the main points of the essay.

· Say:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the big idea that examining multiple points of view supports a more complex understanding of our own and others’ choices and beliefs?” (Responses will vary. If students are stuck on this question, encourage them to think about how this focus structure frame can be used to introduce an essay that compares movies and books. because The Lightning Thief text and movie were made by different people, student essays might reflect on the different perspectives and choices of the director and author.)
· Say:

“What if we wanted to add more information to this sentence? What could we do?” (Responses will vary.)

“Let’s say we wanted to add some examples of similarities and differences. What words or phrases could we use to introduce the examples?” (for example; including; for instance)
Practice

· Say: 

“You did well putting the chunks back together again and talking about how this Language Dive has added your understanding of the meaning of the sentence and the big idea.”

· Remind students they will now go from the Reconstruct to the Practice stage: 

“You’ve played with the sentence and figured out the meaning, and why it’s important to the guiding question. Now let’s start to use the language in the sentence for our own speaking and writing.”

· Display the sentence frame: A comparison of _____ and _____ reveals both similarities and differences; for example, _____.
· Draw students’ attention to the semicolon (;) at the end of the frame. Remind them that semicolons can be used to separate two complete sentences that are very connected. (
· Say:

“Use this frame to write on your note-catchers about the similarities and differences between the scene from the chapter 16 text and the same scene in the movie.” 
· Tell students that they should use Compare and Contrast Film and Text, which they filled out in Lesson 7, to help them.

· Tell students you will give them 1 minute to think, write, and/or discuss their answers with their partners.

· If productive, cue students to clarify their sentences by confirming what they mean: “So, do you mean _____?” (Responses will vary. Ensure that students are using the structure meaningfully.)

· After inviting responses, write and display student ideas.

· Congratulate students on completing the Language Dive to better understand the meaning of this sentence.
Language Dive: Compare and Contrast Model Essay Focus Statement Note-Catcher

(Example for Teacher Reference)

A comparison of chapter 11 of the book and the same scene of the movie reveals both similarities and differences. 

similarities (noun): things that are the same
differences (noun): things that are different
reveal (verb): to make something known
Complete the sentence frames to talk about some similarities and differences between common things in your own words with your triad. 

	A comparison of
	dogs
	and
	cats
	reveals that
	dogs have more energy than cats, but both make great pets.


Complete the sentence frames to talk about the similarities and differences between the scene from the chapter 16 text and the same scene in the movie.

A comparison of chapter 16 of the text and the same scene in the movie reveals both similarities and differences; for example, much of the action is similar, but Percy, Annabeth, and Grover have a much shorter conversation in the car on the way to the hotel in the movie than in the book.
Language Dive: Compare and Contrast Model Essay Focus Statement Note-Catcher

Name: 
Date: 


A comparison of chapter 11 of the book and the same scene of the movie reveals both similarities and differences. 

similarities (noun): things that are 

differences (noun): things that are 

reveal (verb): to 

Complete the sentence frames to talk about some similarities and differences between common things in your own words with your triad. 

	A comparison of
	
	and
	
	reveals that
	


Complete the sentence frames to talk about the similarities and differences between the scene from the chapter 16 text and the same scene in the movie.

A comparison of 
 and 

reveals both similarities and differences; for example, 
.
Language Dive: Compare and Contrast
Model Essay Focus Statement
Sentence Chunk Strips

	both similarities and differences.

	reveals

	A comparison of chapter 11 of the book 
and the same scene of the movie


Criteria for an Effective Informative Essay 
Anchor Chart

(Example for Teacher Reference)

W.6.2

Introductory Paragraph

· Introduction: catches the reader’s attention and gives readers the context they need to understand the topic or text

· Focus statement: provides a clear focus and maintains the focus consistently throughout the piece

Proof Paragraph 1

· Shows a clear understanding of the topic or text

· Uses a strategy to organize the information, making proof paragraph 1 distinct from proof paragraph 2

· Provides relevant and sufficient facts and evidence from reliable sources

· Elaboration: What do these facts and evidence show? Why?

· Restatement and/or reflection about the paragraph topic

Proof Paragraph 2

· Transitions well from the first paragraph

· Shows a clear understanding of the topic or text

· Uses a strategy to organize the information, making proof paragraph 2 distinct from proof paragraph 1

· Provides relevant and sufficient facts and evidence from reliable sources

· Elaboration: What do these facts and evidence show? Why?

· Restatement and/or reflection about the paragraph topic

Conclusion Paragraph

· What?: restates the focus statement and main points

· So what?: reflects on the application of the learning gained from writing the essay
Informative Writing Checklist

(Example for Teacher Reference)

	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	Characteristics of This Informative Essay
	Date Completed

	W.6.9a

RL.6.1
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	The essay shows that I understand the novel and the task of explaining the differences in my experiences of reading and viewing the same scene.
	

	W.6.2a
	I provide a clear focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	The essay is focused on the similarities and differences between the same scene in the novel and the film version of The Lightning Thief. Similarities and differences are each given their own proof paragraph.
	

	W.6.2a
	I have an introduction that gives readers the context they need to understand the topic or text.
	The essay gives context information about the scene being compared.
	

	W.6.2f
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	The conclusion wraps up the essay by summarizing the main points made in the proof paragraphs.
	

	W.6.2a
	I use strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect to organize information.
	The essay has one paragraph for comparisons (similarities) and one paragraph for contrast (differences).
	

	W.6.2c
	I use appropriate transitions to show how ideas and information connect.
	The essay contains words and phrases that connect my ideas.
	

	W.6.2b
	I use relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my thinking.
	The essay contains relevant examples from both the novel and film.
	

	W.6.2d

L.6.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	
	

	W.6.4 (partial)
W.6.2e
	I use a formal style.
	
	

	L.6.3
	I use different types of sentences to make meaning clear and interest the reader.
	
	

	L.6.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.6.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Informative Writing Checklist

Name:
Date:


	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	Characteristics of This Informative Essay
	Date Completed

	W.6.9a

RL.6.1
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	
	

	W.6.2a


	I provide a clear focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	
	

	W.6.2a


	I have an introduction that gives readers the context they need to understand the topic or text.
	
	

	W.6.2f


	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	
	

	W.6.2a


	I use strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect to organize information.
	
	

	W.6.2c


	I use appropriate transitions to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	

	W.6.2b


	I use relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my thinking.
	
	

	W.6.2d

L.6.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	
	

	W.6.4 (partial)
W.6.2e
	I use a formal style.
	
	

	L.6.3


	I use different types of sentences to make meaning clear and interest the reader.
	
	

	L.6.1


	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.6.2


	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Informative/Explanatory Writing Plan
Graphic Organizer 

RL.6.1, RL.6.7, W.6.2, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.9a

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Focus Question: How does the experience of reading chapter 16 of The Lightning Thief compare to watching the same scene in the movie? Consider what you see and hear when you read the text and watch/listen to the movie.
Focus

What is the main idea of your piece? 

Explain the differences and similarities of the experience reading this scene in the book and watching this scene in the film.

Introduction 

How will you catch the reader’s attention?

Ask a question of the reader: what if it were up to you to prevent a war between the three most powerful Greek gods?

What context do you need to give to your reader?

Briefly summarize the general plot of the story:

• Percy is a relatively normal twelve-year-old boy. 

• He is the son of the Greek God Poseidon. 

• Accused of stealing Zeus’s lightning bolt 

• Go on a quest to find it and return it to Zeus 

• Challenges and difficulty but are able to persevere

Write your focus statement:

A comparison of the end of chapter 16 of the book and the same scene of the movie reveals both similarities and differences. 

What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

Similarities and their impact in viewer/reader.

Differences and their impact in viewer/reader.

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 1

What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

Similarities:

• Setting 

• Escape 

Evidence

What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

Setting: 

• Book – “entrance was a huge neon flower, the petals lighting up and blinking. No one was going in or out, but the glittering chrome doors were open, spilling out air-conditioning that smelled like flowers—lotus blossom . . .” (257). 

• Film – in the movie, we see the trio outside a bright, wild, loud, and enticing building with everything one might want, from food to fun. 

Escape:

• In both, Percy is the one who realizes what is happening. He works to break the spell he and his friends have been under. 

How does this evidence support this point?

In a movie that is, overall, very different from the novel, keeping much of this scene the same makes the movie instantly recognizable to anyone who has read the book.

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 2

What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

Differences:

• Grover’s character 

• Annabeth’s character 

Evidence

What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

Grover:

• Book – is awkward and self-conscious, “scrawny,” “with acne and the start of a wispy beard on his chin” and “an easy target” 

• Film – confident, center of attention, singing and dancing Annabeth:

• Film – only just interested in gambling, snacking, and dancing

• Book – captivated by “brainiac stuff,” like watching National Geographic, playing trivia games, and building a holographic city

How does this evidence support this point?

The change in Grover’s character makes him less relatable to readers.

One of Annabeth’s main strengths is her intelligence. Film ignores this.

The film reduces the complexities of these two characters. It is harder to see the qualities that define their characters and solidify the trio’s friendship.

Conclusion 

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

A comparison of the end of chapter 16 of the book and the same scene of the movie reveals both similarities and differences.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

• Both revolve around same setting at the Lotus Casino. 

• The characters depicted are very different. 

• The outcome of the scene is the same. 

• In both, they figure out what’s happening and leave the hotel. 

• Biggest similarity is the feeling of strength and power both readers and viewers experience. 

My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney
Press, 2005.

Informative/Explanatory Writing Plan
Graphic Organizer 

RL.6.1, RL.6.7, W.6.2, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.9a

Name: 
Date: 


Focus Question: How does the experience of reading chapter 16 of The Lightning Thief compare to watching the same scene in the movie? Consider what you see and hear when you read the text and watch/listen to the movie.

Focus

What is the main idea of your piece? 

Introduction 

How will you catch the reader’s attention?

What context do you need to give to your reader?

Write your focus statement:

What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 1

What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

Evidence

What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 2

What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

Evidence

What evidence from the text(s) supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Conclusion 

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.
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