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Synopsis: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 14
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· Percy survives the jump into the Mississippi River and, through a messenger from Poseidon, is told to travel to Santa Monica.

· Percy reunites with Grover and Annabeth. Percy tells them what happened at the top of the Arch and in the river.

· Grover, Percy, and Annabeth overhear a news reporter declaring that Percy Jackson is the person responsible for the explosion at the Arch as well as the bus accident. 

· Percy, Annabeth, and Grover sneak out of the huge crowd gathered at the Arch and make it back to the train station to board their train.
Close Reading Guide:
“Theseus and the Minotaur”

RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.4, L.6.4

(For Teacher Reference)

Purpose and Notes

· The purpose of this close read is for students to determine the theme of a myth and identify how the theme is conveyed in the text. Students will use this information to write a summary as part of the closing of Lesson 2. 

· Although there is a lot of challenging vocabulary in this text, this close read focuses only on words needed to understand how the theme is conveyed. Support with definitions of additional words as needed for basic comprehension.

· The vocabulary questions in this close read have been designed to reinforce the strategies introduced in previous lessons. Encourage students to make these connections and to use a wide range of strategies to understand key words and phrases.

· There is no note-catcher for this close read; rather, students answer two multiple choice questions and write a partner summary on the Culminating Task recording form.

· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Think-Pair-Share, Conversation Cues, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.

Entire Text

	Excerpt from Text
	Questions and Directions

	Entire Text
	· Read the whole text aloud as students follow along, reading silently. Invite students to Turn and Talk with a partner, and then cold-call students to share out: “What is this text about?” 

· Explain that now you will look closely at sections of the text in order to better understand how the theme of the myth is conveyed.


“The Mighty Minotaur”

	Excerpt from Text
	Questions and Directions

	
	· Focus students on the section titled “The Mighty Minotaur.” Briefly explain that they will be looking more closely at some sections of the myth in order to determine the theme. If necessary, remind students that a theme is a big idea, or an observation about life or human behavior. The theme is rooted in the text but goes beyond it.

· Explain that in order to determine theme, readers need to pay careful attention to character development and the key events in the text. Tell students that they are going to reread portions of this myth to better understand Theseus and the important events that convey the theme of this myth.

	Read from “Theseus, however, was much too brave . . .” to “His ambition was to perform other, more heroic acts.”
	· Ask: “What do you think the word ambition means?” (desire to reach a goal) “What words in the text helped you figure that out?” (perform heroic deeds)

· Ask: “What do we learn about Theseus based on this ambition?” (He is brave, determined, and also somewhat arrogant.) “What is another word for excessive pride or arrogance that you learned when we read ‘Why Ancient Greek Mythology Is Still Relevant Today?’” (hubris)

	Read from “‘Alas!’ said King Egeus . . .” to “shall go to be eaten by the dreadful Minotaur!”
	· Ask: “What do you think the word dreadful means?” (causing great fear) “What words in the text helped you figure that out?” (saddest day; eaten by)

	Read the sentence: “When Theseus heard the story, he said, ‘Let the people of Athens this year draw lots for only six young men, instead of seven. I will myself be the seventh; and let the Minotaur destroy me if he can!’”
	· Ask: “In your own words, can you restate what Theseus is offering to do?” (Theseus is offering to fight the Minotaur.)


“Journey to Crete”

	Excerpt from Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read from “As Prince Theseus was going on board the ship to Crete 
. . .” to “I and all the people will know that you are coming back victorious.”
	· Focus students on the section of the text titled “Journey to Crete.” 

· Tell students that they are now going to think carefully about a few key events in the myth that relate to the theme.

· Ask: “Why are the sails of the ship black at the start of the journey?” (because it is a sad voyage) 

· Ask: “What does King Egeus say he is going to do each day while Theseus is away?” (climb to the top of the cliff and look for the sails of the ship)

· Ask: “What does he ask Theseus to do with the black sails if he wins the battle with the Minotaur?” (tear them down and replace with white sails) 


“Heroic Deed”

	Excerpt from Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read from “When the Minotaur saw Theseus 
. . .” to “cried Ariadne, clasping her hands.”
	· Focus students on the section titled “Heroic Deed.”

· Ask: “Who was victorious in the battle between the Minotaur and Theseus?” (Theseus) “How do you know?” (Ariadne shouted “You have slain the monster!”)


“Homeward Bound”

	Excerpt from Text
	Questions and Directions

	Read from “You will recall that Theseus’ father . . .” to “they forgot to alter the sails from black to white.”
	· Direct students to the final section of the text, “Homeward Bound.” Again, briefly remind them that they are looking for key events that help convey the theme of the myth. 

· Ask: “What does the word alter mean?” (change) “What words in the sentence help you know that?” (from black to white)

· Ask: “What do you think exuberance means?” (happiness or enthusiasm) “What words in the text helped you know that?” (success)

· Ask: “So what might this series of events tell you about Theseus’s character?” (He was a bit foolish; he forgot an important instruction given by his father because he was so focused on his victory against the Minotaur.)

	Read from “Each day, poor King Egeus . . .” to “. . . and drowned in the ocean.”
	· Tell students that they will now take a closer look at the conclusion of the myth. 

· Ask: “What did King Egeus think when he saw the ship sailing toward him?” (that Theseus was dead) “What makes the reader think that?” (The sails were still black; Egeus thought Theseus was devoured, which means eaten.) 

· Ask: “What did King Egeus do as a result?” (jumped off the cliff and drowned) “Why did King Egeus die?” (because Theseus forgot to raise the flag)

· Ask: “How did you feel when you read that King Egeus jumped off the cliff?” (Answers will vary; surprised, upset, angry, that it was unfair.)

· “What big idea about human behavior might we draw from what happened to Theseus?” (Even heroes can make serious mistakes. No one can escape tragedy.)

· Tell students they will now think about what they have learned about Theseus as a character and the key events of the myth to determine the theme.


Culminating Task

	Excerpt from Text
	Questions and Directions

	Culminating Task
	· Read the culminating task aloud. Explain that students will answer two questions now, and then they will practice writing a summary of this myth with a partner. 


Text: “Theseus and the Minotaur”

Name:
Date:


The Mighty Minotaur

Prince Theseus was greatly loved by his father, King Egeus. Theseus, however, was much too brave and active a young man to spend all his time talking about the past with his father. His ambition was to perform other, more heroic acts. One morning, Prince Theseus awoke to sobs and screams of woe from the king’s palace, from the streets, and from the temples. He put on his clothes as quickly as he could to find out what it all meant. “Alas!” said King Egeus. “This is the saddest anniversary of the year. It is the day when we randomly select seven youths and maidens of Athens to go be eaten by the dreadful Minotaur!”
“The Minotaur!” exclaimed Prince Theseus. “What kind of a monster is that? Is it not possible to slay him?” But King Egeus shook his head and explained that on the island of Crete there lived a dreadful monster called a Minotaur, shaped partly like a man and partly like a bull. A few years before, there had been a war between the city of Athens and the island of Crete, in which the Athenians were beaten. They could only beg for peace if they agreed that every year seven young men and seven maidens could be eaten by the pet monster of the cruel King Minos.

When Theseus heard the story, he said, “Let the people of Athens this year draw lots for only six young men, instead of seven. I will myself be the seventh. Let the Minotaur destroy me if he can!”
The Journey to Crete

As Prince Theseus was going on board the ship to Crete, his father said, “My beloved son, notice the ship’s sails are black because you are going on a voyage of sorrow and despair. I do not know whether I can survive until you return. But as long as I do live, I shall climb daily to the top of the cliff to watch for the sails of this ship returning. And if by some happy chance you should escape the jaws of the Minotaur, then tear down the black sails, and put up white sails instead. When I see the white sails, I and all the people will know that you are coming back victorious.”

Theseus promised that he would do so. Then he set sail, and eventually arrived at King Minos’s kingdom. When King Minos saw Theseus, he asked in a stern voice, “Young man, are you not appalled at being devoured by this terrible Minotaur?”

“I have offered my life for a good reason,” answered Theseus, “and therefore, I give it freely and gladly. But King Minos, aren’t you appalled to do something so terrible and wrong? You are a more hideous monster than the Minotaur himself!”

“Aha! do you think me so?” cried the king, laughing in his cruel way. “Tomorrow you shall have an opportunity of judging which is the greater monster, the Minotaur or the king!”

A Heroic Deed

Near the king’s throne stood his daughter, Ariadne. She begged her father to set the prisoners free. “Peace, foolish girl!” answered King Minos. The prisoners were led away to a dungeon. The seven maidens and six young men soon sobbed themselves to slumber. But Theseus felt responsible for all of them and stayed awake to think of a way to save them all.
Just before midnight, the gentle Ariadne showed herself. “Are you awake, Prince Theseus?” she whispered. She invited him to follow her. Ariadne led him from the prison into the moonlight. She told him he could sail away to Athens. “No,” answered the young man. “I will never leave Crete unless I can slay the Minotaur and save my poor companions.”

“I knew you would say that,” said Ariadne. “Come with me. Here is your own sword. You will need it.” She led Theseus to a dark grove. Ariadne pressed her finger against a block of marble in a wall, revealing an entrance just wide enough to let them in. She said, “In the center of this labyrinth is the Minotaur, and you must go in to find him.”
They heard a roar like a fierce bull, yet it had a sort of human voice. “That is the Minotaur’s noise,” whispered Ariadne. “Follow that sound through the labyrinth and you will find him. Take the end of this silken string; I will hold the other end. If you win the victory, it will lead you again to this spot.”

So he took the end of the string in his left hand and his sword in the other, and walked boldly into the labyrinth. Finally, at the center of the labyrinth, he saw the hideous creature. What an ugly monster it was! Only his horned head belonged to a bull, and yet, somehow, he looked like a bull all over. Theseus hated him but also felt pity. The monster let out a roar and Theseus understood that the Minotaur was miserable. It strengthened his heart to feel a twitch at the silken cord, which he was still holding in his left hand. It was as if Ariadne were giving him all her courage.

When the Minotaur saw Theseus, it instantly lowered his sharp horns, exactly like a mad bull. They began an awful fight. The Minotaur ran at Theseus, grazed his left side with his horn, and flung him down. The Minotaur thought he was victorious, but Theseus leaped up and caught the monster off guard. He cut his bull head off of his human body, which fell down flat upon the ground.

Eager to let Ariadne know of his success, he followed the thread back to the entrance of the labyrinth. “You have slain the monster!” cried Ariadne, clasping her hands.

“Thanks to you, dear Ariadne,” answered Theseus, “I return victorious.”

Homeward Bound

“Then,” said Ariadne, “we must get your companions onto the ship to leave before dawn. If you are still here in the morning, my father will avenge the Minotaur.”
Prince Theseus asked Ariadne to come with him. But the maiden said no. “My father is old and has nobody but myself to love him.” So he said farewell to Ariadne and set sail with the others. You will recall that Theseus’s father, King Egeus, had said to use white sails instead of black ones, if Theseus were to return victorious. In the exuberance of his success, however, he forgot to alter the sails from black to white.
Each day, poor King Egeus had climbed to the top of a cliff and sat watching for Prince Theseus. As soon as he saw the black sails, he thought that his dear son had been devoured by the Minotaur. He could not bear the thought of living any longer, so he leaned forward and fell headlong over the cliff and drowned in the ocean.
This was melancholy news for Prince Theseus, who, when he stepped ashore, found himself king of all the country. However, he sent for his dear mother, and, by taking her advice, he became a very excellent king who was greatly beloved by his people.
Adapted from: Hawthorne, Nathaniel. “Theseus Goes to Slay the Minotaur” and “Theseus and Ariadne.” In Storr, Francis, ed. Half a Hundred Hero Tales of Ulysses and the Men of Old. Henry Holt, 1911. 138-153. Internet Archive. Web. Public domain.

870L
Close Reading Culminating Task:
“Theseus and the Minotaur”

RL.6.1, RL.6.2, W.6.10

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Carefully read and answer the prompts. 
1. What is a theme of “Theseus and the Minotaur”? 
a. Most journeys lead back home.
b. Even heroes can make fatal mistakes.

c. Love conquers hate.
d. Challenges strengthen one’s character.
2. What happens to Theseus in this myth to emphasize the theme? 
a. Theseus’s father, King Egeus, dies because Theseus forgets to change the black sails to white on the ship. 

b. Theseus becomes the king of his country.
c. Ariadne helps Theseus defeat the Minotaur by giving him courage.
d. Theseus is willing to sacrifice his life to defeat the Minotaur.
3. Write a summary of “Theseus and the Minotaur.” Be sure your summary includes the following:
· An introduction to the text stating the title and central idea;

· A brief outline of what the text is about;

· A possible theme (the point or message the author wants you to take away) of the myth;

· Details from the text to support your theme.

“Theseus and the Minotaur” tells how Theseus won the battle over the dreadful Minotaur. Theseus was an ambitious, brave prince who offered to sail to Crete to fight the monster. Before he left, his father, King Egeus, instructed Theseus to change the sails on the ship from black to white if he won the battle over the Minotaur. King Egeus said he would be watching for the white sails until his son returned. When Theseus arrived in King Minos’s land where the Minotaur lived, he met the king’s daughter, Ariadne. 

Ariadne showed Theseus to the labyrinth where the Minotaur lived. Theseus successfully defeated the mighty Minotaur, but in his excitement about the victory, forgot to change the sails to white as his father had ordered. When King Egeus climbed to the top of the cliff and saw the black sails, he was so devastated about losing his son that he jumped into the ocean and drowned, which conveys the theme that even heroes make fatal mistakes.
Close Reading Culminating Task:
“Theseus and the Minotaur”

RL.6.1, RL.6.2, W.6.10

Name:
Date:


Directions: Carefully read and answer the prompts. 

4. What is a theme of “Theseus and the Minotaur”? 
a. Most journeys lead back home.
b. Even heroes can make fatal mistakes.
c. Love conquers hate.
d. Challenges strengthen one’s character.
5. What happens to Theseus in this myth to emphasize the theme? 
a. Theseus’s father, King Egeus, dies because Theseus forgets to change the black sails to white on the ship. 

b. Theseus becomes the king of his country.
c. Ariadne helps Theseus defeat the Minotaur by giving him courage.
d. Theseus is willing to sacrifice his life to defeat the Minotaur.
6. Write a summary of “Theseus and the Minotaur.” Be sure your summary includes the following:
· An introduction to the text stating the title and central idea;
· A brief outline of what the text is about;
· A possible theme (the point or message the author wants you to take away) of the myth;
· Details from the text to support your theme.
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