	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Greek Mythology
	Grade 6: Module 1: Unit 2 Homework Resources (for Families)



Unit 2: Write to Inform: Compare and Contrast the Text and Film of The Lightning Thief
Common Core State Standards addressed: 
· RL.6.1, RL.6.7

· W.6.2, W.6.5, W.6.6, W.6.9a, W.6.10

· L.6.2b, L.6.6
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 Guiding Questions and Big Ideas
What is mythology, and what is the value of studying mythology from other cultures?

· A collection of stories featuring traditional figures that explain natural phenomena and convey the values of the culture

· Studying stories from other cultures introduces alternative perspectives and amplifies one’s worldview.
Why have stories from Greek mythology remained popular?

· They teach themes that are still relevant.

· They contain figures whose attributes are valued across time.

· They ask questions about the human condition.

· They remain relatable because they can be reimagined to fit different environments and time periods.

How does point of view change with experience?

· A narrator’s or character’s understanding of an experience changes depending on one’s point of view.

· Examining multiple points of view supports a more complex understanding of our own and others’ choices and beliefs.

What will your student be doing at school?

In Unit 2, students continue to read Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. They analyze the Greek myths highlighted in the novel and compare themes and topics in the Greek myths with those evident in The Lightning Thief.
In the second half of the unit, students write a literary analysis essay using the Painted Essay® structure. This structure guides students to compare and contrast the experience of watching parts of The Lightning Thief movie in which Percy, the hero, overcomes challenges, with reading the same events in the novel.
The Language standard focused on in this unit requires students to acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases.
Working to become ethical people is the habit of character emphasized in this unit. These are the specific skills students will focus on:
· I show empathy. This means I understand and share or take into account the feelings, situation, or attitude of others.

· I behave with integrity. This means I am honest and do the right thing, even when it’s difficult, because it is the right thing to do.

· I show respect. This means I appreciate the abilities, qualities, and achievements of others and treat myself, others, and the environment with care.

· I show compassion. This means I notice when others are sad or upset and try to help them.

How can you support your student at home?

Ask your student to identify the themes in stories that you read or have read together. Listen for your student to identify the author’s message or the life lesson the reader is supposed to consider.
Challenge your student to think critically about what he or she is reading. Ask about whose perspective is included, whose is excluded, and how certain groups of people are being conveyed. Similar conversations could happen around other media like the news or advertisements.
Look for myths from other cultures. Compare the values that different cultures seem to idealize. Discuss whether you and your student agree with the values presented.
Talk to your student about what it means to be a hero. Share examples of your own personal heroes and what qualities those people possess to make them heroic.
Students will watch selected scenes from the film version of The Lightning Thief. Watch the film adaptation of other familiar books. Discuss what changes were made, and question why the screenwriter and director likely made those changes.
Read chapter books with your student, and discuss how each chapter fits into the overall structure of the novel using the key below:
Key

· exposition: beginning of the story describing how things are before the action begins

· rising action: series of conflicts and crises in the story that build toward the climax

· climax: the turning point, when something important happens that changes the direction of the story

· falling action: the action that happens after the climax and starts to guide the story toward the resolution

· resolution: the end of the story tying everything together 

Unit 2: Homework
In Lessons 1–13, homework focuses on preparing to write an informative essay, as well as answering text-dependent questions about the development of plot and characters from the anchor text, Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. Time limitations do not allow for entire chapters of the novel to be read during class; students will be asked to preread a chapter for homework the night before it is studied in class. Reading from the anchor text will be balanced with research reading, which is used to deepen students’ background knowledge about the topic of the module.
Research reading: Your student is expected to independently research the topic of study in this module, Greek mythology, by reading topic-related books of his or her choice. Research reading will be assigned on evenings when students are not already reading the anchor text (explained above). Students will be expected to read for approximately 20 minutes each day and respond to a prompt of choice in the front of the independent reading journal. These are usually books your student will bring home from school; however, they may be topic-related books chosen by the student at the public or home library. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.
Choice reading: If your student would also like to independently read and respond to a book of free choice, he or she may use the back of the independent reading journal. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.
Vocabulary Logs

Students record new vocabulary in vocabulary logs and mark academic vocabulary with a symbol, for example, a star:
· Academic vocabulary: words you might find in informational texts on many different topics. For example, the words evidence and rationale are words that could be found in books on any topic.

· Domain-specific vocabulary: words about a particular topic. For example, the words tadpoles, frogspawn, and amphibian are some that would be found on the topic of frogs.

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	1
	Students read chapter 13 of The Lighting Thief and answer text-dependent questions. Students build their knowledge of determining theme and writing a summary by analyzing a model.
	1. Analyze Summaries: Students complete Homework: Analyze Sample Summaries: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 13.

2. Preread: Students should preread chapter 14 of The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 2
	

	2
	Students read chapter 14 of The Lightning Thief before engaging in a close read of one of the Greek myths referenced in the novel. Students work in pairs to practice writing a summary.
	1. Compare and Contrast Themes: Students complete Homework: Compare and Contrast Themes: “Theseus and the Minotaur” and The Lightning Thief.

2. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 3
	

	3
	Students dive into additional Greek myths referenced in the novel and determine their themes. Students practice collaboration by working with multiple partners to share their findings.
	1. Compare and Contrast Themes: Students complete Homework: Compare and Contrast Themes: Greek Myths and The Lightning Thief.
2. Preread: Students should preread chapter 15 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 4
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	4
	Students read chapter 15 of The Lightning Thief, making connections between the themes of the novel and the Greek myths they have been studying.
	1. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 5
	

	5
	Students complete the Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, in which they analyze themes in Greek myths and The Lightning Thief.
	2. Independent Research Reading: Students complete at least 20 minutes of independent research reading and respond to a prompt in their reading journals.
	
	

	6
	Students begin composing an essay comparing and contrasting The Lightning Thief to clips from the film version. Students apply the Painted Essay® structure to a model essay.
	3. Preread: Students should preread chapter 16 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 7
	

	7
	Students read chapter 16 of The Lightning Thief and engage in a deeper comparison of the film version and the novel.
	4. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	8
	Students engage in a Language Dive to better understand the structure of a focus statement. They also begin composing the introduction to their compare and contrast essay.
	5. Plan Introduction: Students review and revise their focus statements and plan for their introduction to make sure they are responding to the prompt.

6. Preread: Students should preread chapter 17 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 9
	

	9
	Students read chapter 17 of The Lightning Thief and begin composing the first paragraph of their compare and contrast essay.
	7. Plan Proof Paragraph 1: Students review and revise their plan for their second proof paragraph to make sure they are accurately contrasting the experiences of seeing the film and reading the novel.

8. Preread: Students should preread chapter 18 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 10
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	10
	Students read chapter 18 of The Lightning Thief and begin composing the second paragraph of their compare and contrast essay.
	9. Plan Proof Paragraph 2: Students review and revise their plan for their second proof paragraph to make sure they are accurately contrasting the experiences of seeing the film and reading the novel. Remind students that, at this time, they are only planning, not drafting, their second proof paragraph.

10. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. They then select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 11
	

	11
	Students engage in a Language Dive to better understand the structure of a concluding paragraph before beginning to compose their own.
	11. Plan Conclusion: Students review and revise the plan for their conclusion to make sure they are adequately wrapping up their essay.

12. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 12
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	12–13


	Students complete the End of Unit 2 Assessment by synthesizing their draft paragraphs into a cohesive essay.
	13. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	
	

	14
	Students engage in a Language Dive to better understand transition phrases. They also engage in a peer critique, giving and receiving kind and constructive feedback.
	14. Preread: Students should preread chapter 19 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Unit 3, Lesson 1
	


Independent Reading

Directions: Remember to record responses to research reading in the front of your independent reading journal and responses to choice reading in the back. Try to choose a different prompt each time.

Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Underline vocabulary found during independent reading.

Record:

· Date

· Title and author of your reading book

· Pages you have read

· Prompt

· Response

Example:

Date: 10/13/2020

Book Title and Author: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan

Pages Read: 242–257

Prompt: How does Grover show characteristics of a hero?

Response: Grover can be described as a hero because he shows compassion. In chapter 16 of The Lightning Thief, the trio comes upon an animal transport to a zoo. The animals have been neglected; they are starving, dirty, thirsty, and sad. Grover shows compassion by speaking to them, calming them down, and freeing them from captivity. He even uses his powers as a satyr to give them a blessing, a “satyr’s sanctuary,” ensuring that they will find water, food, shade, and safety in the wild. Showing compassion for those who are less fortunate is a characteristic of heroes.

Consider using the following independent reading prompts.

· How does this text add to your understanding of one of the guiding questions of the module?

· How does (character) show characteristics of a hero?

· How does (character) change his or her point of view over the course of the plot?

· What strategy does (character) use to achieve success?

· How does (character) grow and change?

· If you were (character), what would you do differently?

· If the text contains a myth, what is the purpose of the myth?

· Which habits of character are demonstrated in the text? Explain.

· Record two or three facts in your own words that you learned from the text.

· Summarize your research reading today in no more than five sentences.

· What theme is present in the text you read? Provide text details that convey the theme.

· What questions do you have about the topic after reading?

· Choose one new word from your reading today, and analyze it on a vocabulary square:

	Definition in your own words


	Synonyms (words with the same meaning)



	Words with the same affix or root


	Sketch



	Translation in home language (if appropriate)




Vocabulary

Directions: In the classroom, you have been recording words from your texts in your vocabulary log. Throughout this unit, you have been research reading topic-related books at home to build your knowledge of mythology and recording words in your independent reading journal.

Choose a word from your research reading or from a text you’ve read in class, and add the word to your vocabulary log. Try to choose a different word to add and to practice a different vocabulary strategy each time. For each word, be sure to add the following:

1. The definition, or meaning, of the word

2. The vocabulary strategy you used to figure out the meaning of the word

3. A sketch or diagram that helps you to better understand the meaning of the word

Vocabulary Strategies

As a reminder, the vocabulary strategies we’ve been working on in class are:

· Context: read the sentence around the word.

· Look at the affixes for clues.

· Look at the root of the word for clues.

· Use a dictionary.

· Discuss the word with another person (after attempting some of the above strategies).

Homework: Analyze Sample Summaries: 
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 13
RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.5
(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Using the Criteria for an Effective Summary anchor chart, assess each of the sample summaries from the excerpt from chapter 13 read in class, and indicate what is missing or what the writer could do to improve.

A. This chapter excerpt sets up a dramatic cliffhanger after Percy’s encounter with Echidna and Chimera at the top of the St. Louis Arch. Though the chapter ends just as an injured Percy leaps off the Arch, the text seems to convey the theme that sometimes we have to take a risk and go off into the unknown in order to save ourselves or for the possibility of something better than our current situation.
This summary is missing an introductory statement.

B. Chapter 13 of The Lightning Thief details Percy’s, Annabeth’s, and Grover’s stop in St. Louis on train ride to Denver. After an uncomfortable elevator ride to the top of the St. Louis Arch, Percy ends up having to fight Echidna and Chimera. His leg gets hurt by the Chimera, and there is another family at the top with them. There is an explosion, and part of the arch is destroyed. The chapter ends just as an injured Percy leaps off the Arch, which seems to convey the theme that sometimes we have to take a risk and go off into the unknown in order to save ourselves or for the possibility of something better than our current situation.
This summary includes some minor details that are not necessary.

C. Chapter 13 of The Lightning Thief details Percy’s, Annabeth’s, and Grover’s stop in St. Louis on train ride to Denver. The excerpt sets up a dramatic cliffhanger after Percy’s encounter with Echidna and Chimera at the top of the St. Louis Arch. The chapter ends just as an injured Percy leaps off the Arch, and the reader doesn’t discover what happens to him until chapter 14. 
This summary is missing a concluding statement and discussion of a possible theme of the chapter.
Homework: Compare and Contrast Themes: “Theseus and the Minotaur” and 
The Lightning Thief
RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.9
(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Complete the following questions to compare the themes in “Theseus and the Minotaur” with those in The Lightning Thief.

1. What is one other theme suggested by “Theseus and the Minotaur”? 

a. Heroes must work alone to achieve their quest.
b. Monsters are misunderstood creatures.
c. Heroes often receive help in their quests.

d. Monsters are only defeated temporarily.
2. What piece of evidence from the myth helps to emphasize the theme you chose 
in question 1?

a. “The monster let out a roar and Theseus understood that the Minotaur was miserable.”
b. “‘I knew you would say that,’ said Ariadne. ‘Come with me. Here is your own sword. You will need it.’”

c. “If you are still here in the morning, my father will avenge the Minotaur.”
d. “But Theseus felt responsible for all of them and stayed awake to think of a way to save them all.”
3. What happens in chapter 14 of The Lightning Thief that conveys this same theme?

a. Percy is visited by the woman in the river.

b. Percy gets back on the train to Denver.
c. Percy is alone at the bottom of the river.
d. Percy is identified on the news as a fugitive.

4. Choose four of the following six sentences (a–f), and, on the lines below, list them by letter in the order that would create an effective summary of chapter 14 of The Lightning Thief:

    c           b           f           d    
a. Percy’s exit from the Arch is amazing and scary.

b. To Percy’s surprise, he survives the fall, the water heals the Chimera bite, and he finds his sword with the help of a mysterious woman underwater who reminds him of his mother.

c. Chapter 14 of The Lightning Thief details what happened after Percy’s dive from the top of the St. Louis Arch into the Mississippi River to escape Echidna and the Chimera.

d. This chapter seems to convey the theme that even heroes need help to complete their quests.

e. We do not find out what happened to Echidna or the Chimera after Percy dives into the river.

f. She also tells him where to go next and that his father believes in him, which helps Percy feel less ashamed and able to continue.

For the two sentences you don’t use, please indicate why they are not part of the effective summary.
a: This is an opinion or judgment about something that happens in the chapter, which is something that should not be included in an objective summary.

e: This is a side note and minor detail of something not included in the chapter, and therefore would not appear in an effective summary.

Homework: Compare and Contrast Themes: Greek Myths and The Lightning Thief
RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.9
(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Complete the chart for the story you read in your expert group to compare and contrast the themes in “Cronus” and “Medusa” with those in The Lightning Thief. Provide evidence from each text and an explanation of how your evidence conveys the theme. Then discuss the similarities and differences in how the theme is conveyed in the two texts.
	Theme

Those in power will do anything to stay in power.

	Evidence from “Cronus”

Explanation: How does this
evidence convey the theme?
	Evidence from The Lightning Thief
Explanation: How does this
evidence convey the theme?

	“To ensure he kept his power and the prophecy did not come true, Cronus swallowed each child as soon as it was born.”

Cronus so badly wanted to ensure he maintained his power, that he ate his own children so they couldn’t rise up against him.
	“I had brought this storm to Half-Blood Hill. Zeus was punishing the whole camp because of me. I was furious.” (138)

Zeus is so angry and wants to maintain his power so much, that he is willing to punish all the sons and daughters who live at Camp Half-Blood until he gets what he wants.

	Compare and contrast the way the theme is conveyed in the two texts.
One similarity is that in “Cronus,” both Uranus and Cronus punish children to maintain their power.

One difference is that this time it is Zeus, who had stopped his own father, who is punishing children, and they are not his own children, but his nieces and nephews.


	Theme

Those who anger or disobey the gods will be punished.

	Evidence from “Medusa”

Explanation: How does this
evidence convey the theme?
	Evidence from The Lightning Thief
Explanation: How does this
evidence convey the theme?

	“And by my powers, your loveliness shall be stripped away completely. Your fate shall serve as a reminder to others to control their pride.”

Medusa is being punished by Athena for disrespecting her and her temple and for Medusa’s inability to control her pride and vanity.
	“‘Clarisse,’ Annabeth sighed. ‘Why don’t you go polish your spear or something?’”

‘Sure, Miss Princess,’ the big girl said. ‘So I can run you through with it Friday night’ . . . 
‘We’ll pulverize you,’ Clarisse said.” (89)

Clarisse, a daughter of Ares, the god of war, has never met Percy, yet she immediately calls him a “newbie,” a “runt.” Clarisse challenges Percy and Annabeth, saying that her team will pulverize, or destroy, their team during Capture the Flag. As a result, Percy fights Clarisse and defeats her using his water powers in the bathroom incident and during the Capture the Flag game.

	Compare and contrast the way the theme is conveyed in the two texts.
One similarity is that both Medusa and Clarisse were punished for being too prideful. 

One difference is that Medusa suffered a permanent punishment, being changed into a monster. Clarisse, however, only got splashed with water in the bathroom and lost the game. Her ego suffered more than anything else.


Homework: Analyze Sample Summaries:
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 13

RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.5

Name:
Date:


Directions: Using the Criteria for an Effective Summary anchor chart, assess each of the sample summaries from the excerpt from chapter 13 read in class, and indicate what is missing or what the writer could do to improve.
A. This chapter excerpt sets up a dramatic cliffhanger after Percy’s encounter with Echidna and Chimera at the top of the St. Louis Arch. Though the chapter ends just as an injured Percy leaps off the Arch, the text seems to convey the theme that sometimes we have to take a risk and go off into the unknown in order to save ourselves or for the possibility of something better than our current situation.

B. Chapter 13 of The Lightning Thief details Percy’s, Annabeth’s, and Grover’s stop in St. Louis on train ride to Denver. After an uncomfortable elevator ride to the top of the St. Louis Arch, Percy ends up having to fight Echidna and Chimera. His leg gets hurt by the Chimera, and there is another family at the top with them. There is an explosion, and part of the arch is destroyed. The chapter ends just as an injured Percy leaps off the Arch, which seems to convey the theme that sometimes we have to take a risk and go off into the unknown in order to save ourselves or for the possibility of something better than our current situation.

C. Chapter 13 of The Lightning Thief details Percy’s, Annabeth’s, and Grover’s stop in St. Louis on train ride to Denver. The excerpt sets up a dramatic cliffhanger after Percy’s encounter with Echidna and Chimera at the top of the St. Louis Arch. The chapter ends just as an injured Percy leaps off the Arch, and the reader doesn’t discover what happens to him until chapter 14. 

Homework: Compare and Contrast Themes: “Theseus and the Minotaur” and 
The Lightning Thief
RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.9

Name:
Date:


Directions: Complete the following questions to compare the themes in “Theseus and the Minotaur” with those in The Lightning Thief.
15. What is one other theme suggested by “Theseus and the Minotaur”? 

a. Heroes must work alone to achieve their quest.
b. Monsters are misunderstood creatures.
c. Heroes often receive help in their quests.
d. Monsters are only defeated temporarily.
16. What piece of evidence from the myth helps to emphasize the theme you chose 
in question 1?

a. “The monster let out a roar and Theseus understood that the Minotaur was miserable.”
b. “‘I knew you would say that,’ said Ariadne. ‘Come with me. Here is your own sword. You will need it.’”

c. “If you are still here in the morning, my father will avenge the Minotaur.”
d. “But Theseus felt responsible for all of them and stayed awake to think of a way to save them all.”
17. What happens in chapter 14 of The Lightning Thief that conveys this same theme?

a. Percy is visited by the woman in the river.

b. Percy gets back on the train to Denver.
c. Percy is alone at the bottom of the river.
d. Percy is identified on the news as a fugitive.
18. Choose four of the following six sentences (a–f), and, on the lines below, list them by letter in the order that would create an effective summary of chapter 14 of The Lightning Thief:
                                                      
a. Percy’s exit from the Arch is amazing and scary.
b. To Percy’s surprise, he survives the fall, the water heals the Chimera bite, and he finds his sword with the help of a mysterious woman underwater who reminds him of his mother.
c. Chapter 14 of The Lightning Thief details what happened after Percy’s dive from the top of the St. Louis Arch into the Mississippi River to escape Echidna and the Chimera.
d. This chapter seems to convey the theme that even heroes need help to complete their quests.
e. We do not find out what happened to Echidna or the Chimera after Percy dives into the river.
f. She also tells him where to go next and that his father believes in him, which helps Percy feel less ashamed and able to continue.
For the two sentences you don’t use, please indicate why they are not part of the effective summary.


:


:

Homework: Compare and Contrast Themes: 
Greek Myths and The Lightning Thief
RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.9

Name:
Date:


Directions: Complete the chart for the story you read in your expert group to compare and contrast the themes in “Cronus” and “Medusa” with those in The Lightning Thief. Provide evidence from each text and an explanation of how your evidence conveys the theme. Then discuss the similarities and differences in how the theme is conveyed in the two texts.

	Theme

Those in power will do anything to stay in power.

	Evidence from “Cronus”

Explanation: How does this
evidence convey the theme?
	Evidence from The Lightning Thief
Explanation: How does this
evidence convey the theme?

	
	


Compare and contrast the way the theme is conveyed in the two texts.

	Theme

Those who anger or disobey the gods will be punished.

	Evidence from “Medusa”

Explanation: How does this
evidence convey the theme?
	Evidence from The Lightning Thief
Explanation: How does this
evidence convey the theme?

	
	


Compare and contrast the way the theme is conveyed in the two texts.

�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


�Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to your schedule.


� Some of the prompts will not be appropriate for the text students are reading. Invite students to choose a prompt that works for the text they have just read.
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