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Unit 1: Greek Mythology

Common Core State Standards addressed:

· RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.3, RL.6.4, RL.6.5, RL.6.6, RL.6.7, RL.6.9, RL.6.10

· RI.6.1, RI.6.2, RI.6.4

· W.6.2, W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, W.6.6, W.6.9, W.6.10

· SL.6.1

· L.6.1, L.6.2, L.6.3, L.6.4, L.6.5, L.6.6
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 Guiding Questions and Big Ideas

What is mythology, and what is the value of studying mythology from other cultures?

· A collection of stories featuring traditional figures that explain natural phenomena and convey the values of the culture

· Studying stories from other cultures introduces alternative perspectives and amplifies one’s worldview.

Why have stories from Greek mythology remained popular?

· They teach themes that are still relevant.

· They contain figures whose attributes are valued across time.

· They ask questions about the human condition.

· They remain relatable because they can be reimagined to fit different environments and time periods.

How does point of view change with experience?

· A narrator’s or character’s understanding of an experience changes depending on one’s point of view.

· Examining multiple points of view supports a more complex understanding of our own and others’ choices and beliefs.

What will your student be doing at school?

This unit is designed to help students build knowledge about Greek mythology while simultaneously developing their ability to read a challenging text closely by analyzing the narrator’s point of view in the novel Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. Students read this novel in conjunction with selected stories from Greek mythology and articles addressing the relevance and influence of these ancient stories today. Students will examine the author develops a character’s point of view over the course of a novel as well as how their own perspectives can evolve.

In the second half of the unit, students participate in a discussion about how the main character responds to challenges and what those reactions indicate about his character.

The Language standard that students focus on in this unit is determining or clarifying the meanings of unknown and multiple-meaning words by choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Working to become ethical people is the habit of character emphasized in this unit. These are the specific skills on which students will focus:

· I show respect. This means I appreciate the abilities, qualities, and achievements of others and treat myself, others, and the environment with care.

· I show empathy. This means I understand and share or take into account the feelings, situation, or attitude of others.

· I behave with integrity. This means I am honest and do the right thing, even when it’s difficult, because it is the right thing to do.

· I show compassion. This means I notice when others are sad or upset and try to help them.

How can you support your student at home?

Share traditional stories from your culture or heritage with your student. Ask your student about the lessons that these stories were meant to teach and how those messages might still be relevant today.

Explain how your personal point of view has changed since you were the age of your student.

Watch films and research on the internet with your student to find out more about Greek mythology. The novel your student is studying references a number of different mythological figures (e.g., heroes, gods and goddesses, monsters). Build background knowledge on this topic by discovering together the details of the figures named in the novel.

Ask your student to explain the difference between academic and domain-specific vocabulary and to offer you examples. Share some examples of domain-specific terms from your occupation or hobby with your student.

Read chapter books with your student and discuss how each chapter fits into the overall structure of the novel using the key below:

Key

· exposition: beginning of the story describing how things are before the action begins

· rising action: series of conflicts and crises in the story that builds towards the climax

· climax: the turning point, when something important happens that changes the direction of the story

· falling action: the action that happens after the climax and starts to guide the story toward the resolution

· resolution: the end of the story tying everything together

Unit 1: Homework

In Lessons 2–16, homework handouts focus on determining the meanings of unfamiliar words using context and reference materials, as well as answering text-dependent questions about the development of plot and characters from the anchor text, Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Time limitations do not allow for entire chapters of the novel to be read during class; students will be asked to preread a chapter for homework the night before it is studied in class. Reading from the anchor text will be balanced with research reading, which is used to deepen students’ background knowledge about the topic of the module.

Research reading: Your student is expected to independently research the topic of study in this module, Greek mythology, by reading topic-related books of his or her choice. Research reading will be assigned on evenings when students are not already reading the anchor text (explained above). Students will be expected to read for approximately 20 minutes each day and respond to a prompt of choice in the front of the independent reading journal. These are usually books your student will bring home from school; however, they may be topic-related books chosen by the student at the public or home library. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.

Choice reading: If your student would also like to independently read and respond to a book of free choice, he or she may use the back of the independent reading journal. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.

Vocabulary Logs

Students record new vocabulary in vocabulary logs and mark academic vocabulary with a symbol, for example, a star:

· Academic vocabulary: words you might find in informational texts on many different topics. For example, the words evidence and rationale are words that could be found in books on any topic.

· Domain-specific vocabulary: words about a particular topic. For example, the words tadpoles, frogspawn, and amphibian are some that would be found on the topic of frogs.

	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	1
	Students infer the topic and are introduced to the final performance task as well as the anchor text.
	1. Read and Reflect: Students read and reflect on the guiding questions for the module and discuss them with their families. Students should consider how the guiding questions make them feel. They may sketch or write about their ideas.

2. Preread: Students should preread chapter 1 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 2
	

	2
	Students read the first chapter of The Lightning Thief and determine the gist. Students are also given a vocabulary log.
	3. Review Plot: Students complete Homework: Plot Review: The Lightning Thief, chapter 1.

4. Preread: Students should preread chapter 2 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 3
	

	3
	Students read the second chapter of The Lightning Thief. They define point of view and analyze Percy’s point of view towards his teacher.
	5. Determine Unfamiliar Vocabulary: Students complete Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 2.

6. Preread: Students should preread chapter 3 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 4
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	4
	Students read chapter 3 of The Lightning Thief. They begin to analyze how a character’s point of view can change and develop over time.
	7. Determine Unfamiliar Vocabulary: Students complete Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 3.
	Lesson 5
	

	5
	Students engage in a Close Read of an article explaining the relevance of mythology on Western civilization today. They also do a deep dive into a sentence from the article in a Language Dive.
	8. Connect Texts: Students complete Homework: Quick Write 3: Connections between The Lightning Thief and “Why Ancient Greek Mythology Is Still Relevant Today.”

9. Preread: Students should preread chapter 4 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 6
	

	6
	Students read chapter 4 of The Lightning Thief. They are also introduced to the Accountable Research Reading assignment.
	10. Determine Unfamiliar Vocabulary: Students complete Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 4.

11. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journal.
	Lesson 7




Students share their research reading in Unit 3, Lesson 1.
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	7
	Students review a common sentence structure error to improve their writing. They also read chapter 5 of The Lightning Thief and answer text-dependent questions to analyze point of view.
	12. Identify Figurative Language: Students complete Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary and Figurative Language: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 5.

13. Preread: Students should finish reading chapter 5 (pages 71–74) and preread chapter 6 in The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 8
	

	8
	Students participate in a mini-lesson about figurative language (simile). They then read chapter 6 of The Lightning Thief, determine the gist, and record vocabulary. Finally, they respond to text-dependent questions about vocabulary, figurative language, and point of view.
	14. Identify Figurative Language: Students complete Homework: Simile: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 6.

15. Preread: Students should preread chapter 7 of The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 9
	

	9
	Students participate in a Language Dive about word relationships. They then read chapter 7 of The Lightning Thief, determine the gist, and record vocabulary. Finally, they respond to text-dependent questions about vocabulary, figurative language, and point of view.
	16. Determine Word Relationships: Students complete Homework: Language Dive Practice: Word Relationships: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 7 in Unit 1 Homework.

17. Preread: Students should preread chapter 8 of The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 10
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	10
	Students participate in a Language Dive about word connotations. They then read chapter 8 of The Lightning Thief, determine the gist, and record vocabulary. Finally, they respond to text-dependent questions about vocabulary, figurative language, and point of view.
	18. Analyze Connotation: Students complete Homework: Language Dive Practice: Connotation: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 8.

19. Preread: Students should preread chapter 9 of The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 11
	

	11
	Students read chapter 9 of The Lightning Thief before completing the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment. Students are assessed on a point of view analysis.
	20. Preread: Students should preread chapter 10 of The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 12
	

	12
	Students read chapter 10 of The Lightning Thief and are introduced to the concept of theme.
	21. Analyze Point of View: Students complete Homework: Point of View: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 10.

22. Preread: Students should preread chapter 11 of The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Lesson 13
	


	Lesson
	Lesson Content
	Homework Practice
	Due In
	Anticipated Date


	13
	Students read chapter 11 of The Lightning Thief. They then generate discussion norms in preparation for the End of Unit 1 Assessment, which is a text-based discussion.
	23. Analyze Point of View: Students complete Homework: Point of View: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 11.

24. Independent Research Reading: Students read for at least 20 minutes in their independent research reading text. Then they select a prompt and write a response in their independent reading journals.
	Lesson 14
	

	14


	Students prepare for a text-based discussion by discussing the ways that Percy has changed over the text. They review their evidence with a peer in preparation for the End-of-Unit 1 Assessment.
	25. Preread: Students should preread chapter 12 of The Lightning Thief, paying careful attention to pages 188–196, in preparation for the End of Unit 1 Assessment.
	Lessons 15–16
	

	15–16


	Students read chapter 12 of The Lightning Thief before completing the End-of-Unit 1 Assessment. Students are assessed on their ability to use text evidence to conduct a collegial discussion. They reflect on their learning in their Track Progress folder.
	26. Independent Research Reading: Students read independently for 20 minutes and select a prompt to respond to in their independent reading journals.

27. Preread: Students should preread chapter 13 of The Lightning Thief in preparation for studying an excerpt from the chapter in the next lesson.
	Students share their research reading in Unit 3, Lesson 1.
	


Independent Reading

Directions: Remember to record responses to research reading in the front of your independent reading journal and responses to choice reading in the back. Try to choose a different prompt each time.

Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Underline vocabulary found during independent reading.

Record:

· Date

· Title and author of your reading book

· Pages you have read

· Prompt

· Response

Example:

Date: 10/13/2020

Book Title and Author: The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan

Pages Read: 242–257

Prompt: How does Grover show characteristics of a hero?

Response: Grover can be described as a hero because he shows compassion. In chapter 16 of The Lightning Thief, the trio comes upon an animal transport to a zoo. The animals have been neglected; they are starving, dirty, thirsty, and sad. Grover shows compassion by speaking to them, calming them down, and freeing them from captivity. He even uses his powers as a satyr to give them a blessing, a “satyr’s sanctuary,” ensuring that they will find water, food, shade, and safety in the wild. Showing compassion for those who are less fortunate is a characteristic of heroes.

Consider using the following independent reading prompts.

· How does this text add to your understanding of one of the module guiding questions?

· How does (character) show characteristics of a hero?

· How does (character) change his or her point of view over the course of the plot?

· What strategy does (character) use to achieve success?

· How does (character) grow and change?

· If you were (character), what would you do differently?

· If the text contains a myth, what is the purpose of the myth?

· Which habits of character are demonstrated in the text? Explain.

· Which habits of character are not demonstrated in the text? Explain.

· Record two or three facts in your own words that you learned from the text.

· Summarize your research reading today in no more than five sentences.

· What theme is present in the text you read? Give text details that convey that theme.

· What questions do you have about the topic after reading?

· Choose one new word from your reading today and analyze it on a vocabulary square:
	Definition in your own words
	Synonyms (words with the same meaning)



	Words with the same affix or root
	Sketch

	Translation in home language (if appropriate)




Vocabulary

Directions: In the classroom, you have been recording words from your texts in your vocabulary log. Throughout this unit, you have been research reading topic-related books at home to build your knowledge of mythology and recording words in your independent reading journal.

Choose a word from your research reading or from a text you’ve read in class and add the word to your vocabulary log. Try to choose a different word to add and to practice a different vocabulary strategy each time. For each word, be sure to add the following:

28. The definition, or meaning, of the word

29. The vocabulary strategy you used to figure out the meaning of the word

30. A sketch or diagram that helps you to better understand the meaning of the word

Vocabulary Strategies

As a reminder, the vocabulary strategies we’ve been working on in class are:

· Context: read the sentence around the word.

· Look at the affixes for clues.

· Look at the root of the word for clues.

· Use a dictionary.

· Discuss the word with another person (after attempting some of the above strategies).

Homework: Plot Review: 
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 1

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread chapter 1 in The Lightning Thief, and answer the questions below. Use the text to answer these questions about how Rick Riordan develops the plot.

31. Which line from the chapter best illustrates how Percy feels about himself?

a. “Being a half-blood is dangerous. It’s scary. Most of the time, it gets you killed in painful, nasty ways.”

b. “From her first day, Mrs. Dodds loved Nancy Bobofit and figured I was devil spawn.”

c. “We thought that maybe if we [sat away from the others], everybody wouldn’t know we were from that school—the school for loser freaks who couldn’t make it elsewhere.”

d. “You might be one of us. And once you know that, it’s only a matter of time before they sense it too, and they’ll come for you.”

32. Which line from the chapter best illustrates the relationship between Percy and Mr. Brunner?

e. “Mr. Brunner was this middle-aged guy in a motorized wheelchair. He had thinning hair and a scruffy beard and a frayed tweed jacket, which always smelled like coffee.”

f. “[Mr. Brunner] didn’t expect me to be as good; he expected me to be better.”

g. “[Mr. Brunner] was the only teacher whose class didn’t put me to sleep.”

h. “It was kind of cool on tournament day, when [Mr. Brunner] dressed up in a suit of Roman armor and shouted: ‘What ho!” and challenged us, sword-point against chalk, to run to the board and name every Greek and Roman person who had ever lived . . .”

33. Which of the following is not a key moment from the chapter?

i. Mr. Brunner explains that knowing Greek and Roman history would be “vitally important” to Percy’s life.

j. Nancy Bobofit bullies Grover, throwing wads of sandwich at his head.

k. Mrs. Dodds transforms into “a shriveled hag with bat wings and claws”; Percy fights her with a sword given to him by Mr. Brunner.

l. Percy describes all of the ways he has gotten expelled from several previous schools.

34. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 1 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these selected response questions. 

Responses may vary, but may include: Cross out answers that you know are incorrect.

All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 1.
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary:
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 2

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each passage from chapter 2 of The Lightning Thief. Then answer the question(s) below the passage.
35. “I started feeling cranky and irritable most of the time.”
What word in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of irritable? (RL.6.4, L.6.4a)
a. feeling 
b. cranky

c. most

d. started

36. “All three women looked ancient, with pale faces wrinkled like fruit leather, silver hair tied back in white bandanas, bony arms sticking out of bleached cotton dresses.”
Which words in this sentence do not help in understanding the meaning of ancient? (RL.6.4, L.6.4)
a. wrinkled like fruit leather
b. silver hair
c. bony arms
d. white bandanas

37. “I remembered Mr. Brunner’s serious expression, his thousand-year-old eyes. I will accept only the best from you, Percy Jackson.”
Use a print or online dictionary. Copy the meaning of the word expression as it is used in this sentence. (L.6.4c, L.6.4d, L.6.6)
the appearance of one’s face at a particular moment that communicates how one feels

38. How did you determine the definitions of the unfamiliar words? Explain what strategies you used to answer these vocabulary questions.
Responses will vary, but may include: Used context to find a synonym for the word.
All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 2.

Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary:
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 3

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each passage from chapter 3 of The Lightning Thief. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the question(s) below the passage.

39. “When she looks at me, it’s like she’s seeing all the good things about me, none of the bad. I’ve never heard her raise her voice or say an unkind word to anyone, not even me or Gabe.”

	Prefix (part before the root word)
	Root Word

	un- means not
	kind means showing goodness or consideration


Using the table above, write a definition of unkind in your own words. (L.6.4b)

not showing goodness or consideration; mean

40. “For her sake, I tried to sound upbeat about my last days at Yancy Academy. I told her I wasn’t too down about the expulsion. I’d lasted almost the whole year this time.”

	Root Word
	Suffix (part after the root word)

	expel (expul) means to drive out
	-ion means an action


Using the table above, write a definition of expulsion in your own words. (L.6.4.b)

the act of driving something out; to be sent away from a place (in this case, a school)

41. “When I was young, I nicknamed him Smelly Gabe. I’m sorry, but it’s the truth. The guy reeked like moldy garlic pizza wrapped in gym shorts.”
Which words in this sentence do not help in understanding the meaning of reeked? (L.6.4, L.6.4a)

a. nicknamed

b. smelly

c. moldy garlic pizza

d. gym shorts

42. “Was her little boy doing all right? I told her she was smothering me, and to lay off and all that but secretly I was really really glad to see her.”
Which words in this excerpt best help in understanding the meaning of smothering? (RL.6.4, L.6.4a)

a. little boy
b. lay off

c. secretly
d. glad to see her
43. “I don’t have any memories of [my father] just this sort of warm glow, maybe the barest trace of his smile.”
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word trace as it is used in this sentence. (L.6.4c, L.6.4d, L.6.6)

a very small quantity

All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 3.
Homework: QuickWrite: Connections between
The Lightning Thief and “Why Ancient Greek Mythology Is Still Relevant Today”

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread the informational text analyzed in Lesson 5, “Why Ancient Greek Mythology Is Still Relevant Today.” Building on the discussion started in class, compose a brief paragraph to answer the prompt.
How does the article add to your understanding of the relevance of Greek mythology today? What connections can you draw between the article and the novel? Use text evidence to support your response.
The article “Why Ancient Greek Mythology Is Still Relevant Today” explains that references to ancient Greek myths are still found today in movies, literature, and art. Greek myths are still popular because they teach lessons that still apply to people’s lives. Myths “had to have purpose and they had to impart knowledge.” Besides teaching important life lessons, Greek myths are filled with action that appeals to many readers. The message of the article connects to the novel, The Lightning Thief, because both demonstrate how Greek myths influence modern culture. In The Lightning Thief, Chiron points out that there is a statue of Prometheus in Rockefeller Center, Greek facades on important buildings, and even the eagle, an important American symbol, was originally the symbol of Zeus. Both texts argue that even though Greek myths are hundreds of years old, they still contain life lessons and exciting action, which makes them interesting even to a modern audience.

Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 4

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each passage from chapter 4 of The Lightning Thief. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the question(s) below each passage.
44. “Then, with an angry roar, the monster closed his fists around my mother’s neck, and she dissolved before my eyes, melting into light, a shimmering golden form, as if she were a holographic projection. A blinding flash, and she was simply . . . gone.”
Which words in this sentence do not help in understanding the meaning of dissolved?
a. melting into light
b. holographic projection
c. golden form
d. simply gone
45. Part A
“My head smacked against a rock. When I sat up, my vision was blurry, but I had a horn in my hands, a ragged bone weapon the size of a knife.”
Use the affix list as a reference to fill in the table below with clues about the word in bold.
	Root Word
	Suffix

	vis
	-ion


Part B
Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of vision in your own words.
the act of seeing

46. “In a flash of lightning, through the mud-spattered rear windshield, I saw a figure lumbering toward us on the shoulder of the road. The sight of it made my skin crawl.”
Explain the literal, or exact, meaning of the phrase in bold.
This phrase literally means that a person’s human skin was wriggling and creeping away.

Explain the figurative meaning of the phrase in bold. What other meaning do the words convey beyond the literal?

This phrase figuratively means to feel disgusted; to feel so uncomfortable so as to have a physical reaction.

47. “As he got closer, I realized he couldn’t be holding a blanket over his head, because his hands—huge, meaty hands—were swinging at his sides. There was no blanket. Meaning the bulky, fuzzy mass that was too big to be his head . . . was his head.”
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word bulky as it is used in this sentence. (L.6.4c, L.6.4d, L.6.6)
a large mass or shape; for example, a heavy body

All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 4.
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary
and Figurative Language:
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 5
(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Reread each passage from chapter 5 of The Lightning Thief. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the question(s) below each passage.

48. Part A

“[Grover] took the empty glass from me gingerly, as if it were dynamite, and set it back on the table.”

Which word in this excerpt best helps in understanding the meaning of gingerly?

a. empty

b. glass

c. dynamite

d. table

Part B

Based on the context clues, which synonym best matches the meaning of gingerly?

e. carefully

f. angrily

g. dangerously

h. selfishly

Part C
Check the definition of the word gingerly in a dictionary. What other synonyms are offered to define the word? (Revise your answer to Part B if necessary.)
cautiously, warily, delicately

49. Part A
Authors often give human characteristics and behaviors to non-human objects. This technique is called personification. Which of the following sentences from chapter 5 demonstrates personification?

a. “The porch wrapped all the way around the farmhouse.”

b. “. . . the valley marched all the way up to the water . . .”

c. “The landscape was dotted with buildings that looked like ancient Greek architecture. . .”

d. “Canoes glided across a small lake.”

Part B
Explain how your response demonstrates personification.
A valley cannot physically march. The ability to march is a human characteristic and one that cannot be done by geographic features.

50. Percy describes Annabeth as having a “stereotypical” look. A stereotype is a widely held belief about a particular group of people. Underline the phrases in this excerpt that illustrate Percy’s stereotypical belief about girls from California.
“She was probably my age, maybe a couple of inches taller, and a whole lot more athletic looking. With her deep tan and her curly blond hair, she was almost exactly what I thought a stereotypical California girl would look like, except her eyes ruined the image. They were startling gray, like storm clouds . . .”
“She was probably my age, maybe a couple of inches taller, and a whole lot more athletic looking. With her deep tan and her curly blond hair, she was almost exactly what I thought a stereotypical California girl would look like, except her eyes ruined the image. They were startling gray, like storm clouds . . .”


All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 5.
Homework: Simile: The Lightning Thief, 
Chapter 6

RL.6.1, RL.6.4, RL.6.6, L.6.4, L.6.5a

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Complete the table for your choice of two similes from chapter 6, and then respond to the two selected response questions.
	Simile

For each quotation: 

· Underline the simile.

· Highlight each of the two things being compared.
	Explanation

What do you know and what can you determine about the thing being referenced in the simile?
	Interpretation

What does this simile suggest about what it is describing and about what is happening in this moment of the text?

	51. “The pair of cabins at the head of the field, numbers one and two, looked like his-and-hers mausoleums, big white marble boxes with heavy columns in front. Cabin one was the biggest and bulkiest of the twelve. Its polished bronze doors shimmered like a hologram, so that from different angles lightning bolts seemed to streak across them” (84).
	Mausoleums are building-like tomb structures that are usually fancy and hold the remains of important figures or families. They are often constructed out of stone.

A hologram is a projected image, of something not really there, that appears as a three-dimensional object. Because it is created by light, the image moves and shines.
	This simile suggests the two cabins visually resembled tombs due to the marble and architecture and that to whomever these cabins were named were important. It also suggests that no living creature was inside, which is true because these are Hera’s and Zeus’s cabins.

This second simile suggests the visual appearance of the doors to Zeus’s cabin was shiny and images in them appeared to move and change, showing lightning bolts.

	52. “It wasn’t high and mighty like cabin one, but long and low and solid. The outer walls were of rough gray stone studded with pieces of seashell and coral, as if the slabs had been hewn straight from the bottom of the ocean floor” (85).
	If something is hewn, that means it was cut apart from its original source. This simile indicates that something appeared as if it was cut out of the ocean floor, which would contain sand and shells and coral.
	This simile suggests the walls of Cabin 3 resembled the ocean floor, as if they had been cut directly from it. This is because it is Poseidon’s cabin.

	53. “I looked around at the campers’ faces, some sullen and suspicious, some grinning stupidly, some eyeing me as if they were waiting for a chance to pick my pockets” (89).
	If someone is “waiting for a chance to pick your pocket,” it means they are trying to steal from you and are looking for when you’re not paying attention to do that. 
	This simile suggests that the campers didn’t look friendly, and Percy thought they were trying to take advantage him.

	54. “But then the other toilets exploded, too, and six more streams of toilet water blasted them back. The showers acted up, too, and together all the fixtures sprayed the camouflage girls right out of the bathroom, spinning them around like pieces of garbage being washed away” (96).
	If someone uses a hose to clear garbage from a sidewalk or street, like sometimes happens in places like New York City, where Percy lived, the garbage gets pushed and swirled away to be collected later. 
	This simile suggests the girls resembled garbage being washed away when they were flushed out of the cabin.


55. Simile and Point of View
Part A

Which of the following best describes Percy’s point of view toward the other campers at Camp Half-Blood in excerpts 3 and 4 above?
a. Percy feels welcomed by the other campers.
b. Percy thinks the other campers will become his friends.
c. Percy thinks negatively about the other campers.

d. Percy feels threatened by the other campers.
Part B

How do the similes in excerpts 3 and 4 support your answer for part A and add to the reader’s understanding of how Percy feels? 
The two similes have negative meanings. In one he compares the girls to pieces of garbage and in the other he thinks they are going to rob him. These descriptions make clear that Percy doesn’t seem to like the other campers, and he is very critical of them (“sullen,” “suspicious,” and “stupidly” also convey this). The similes reinforce that idea.

56. Simile and Vocabulary

“I watched the satyr playing his pipe. His music was causing lines of bugs to leave the strawberry patch in every direction, like refugees fleeing a fire. I wondered if Grover could work that kind of magic with music. I wondered if he was still inside the farmhouse, getting chewed out by Mr. D” (76).

What word best helps in understanding the meaning of fleeing in the simile in this excerpt?

a. causing
b. work
c. leave

d. playing
Homework: Language Dive Practice: Word Relationships: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 7

RL.6.1 RL.6.4 RL.6.6 L.6.4 L.6.5b

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Answer the following selected response questions.

57. “His face twitched around the scar. ‘Let’s just say I messed things up for everybody else. The last two years, ever since my trip to the Garden of the Hesperides went sour, Chiron hasn’t allowed any more quests. Annabeth’s been dying to get out into the world. She pestered Chiron so much he finally told her he already knew her fate. He’d had a prophecy from the Oracle. He wouldn’t tell her the whole thing, but he said Annabeth wasn’t destined to go on a quest yet. She had to wait until . . . somebody special came to the camp’” (102).

Which two words in this excerpt best help in understanding the meaning of quest? (L.6.5b)

a. trip

b. sour

c. dying

d. world

e. pestered

f. fate

58. “The counselor, Luke, came over. He had the Hermes family resemblance, too. It was marred by that scar on his right cheek, but his smile was intact” (100).

Which word in this excerpt best helps in understanding the meaning of marred? (L.6.5b)

a. resemblance 

b. scar

c. smile

d. intact

59. Complete the sentence frames, demonstrating the proper use of the phrase as if.

Example: Annabeth opened her eyes wide, as if she had just looked into the eyes of a monster.

a. Percy 
, as if 
.

b. Chiron 
, as if 
.

c. Grover 
, as if 
.

Answers will vary.

Homework: Language Dive Practice: 
Connotation: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 8

RL.6.1, RL.6.4, RL.6.6, L.6.4, L.6.5c

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Answer the following questions, using evidence from the text to support your ideas.

60. Carefully read these two sentences: 

“Instantly, I felt better. Strength surged back into my arms. The sword didn’t feel so awkward” (110). 
Instantly, I felt better. Strength returned back into my arms. The sword didn’t feel so awkward.
The words in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the word surged affect the reader’s understanding of the first sentence? (RL.6.4, L.6.5c)

a. It implies that the strength in Percy’s arms came back like an ocean wave.
b. It emphasizes that the strength in Percy’s arms came back quickly.
c. It implies that the strength in Percy’s arms came back like a trickling faucet.
d. It emphasizes that the strength in Percy’s arms came back unexpectedly.
61. Carefully read these two sets of sentences: 
“Grover had scampered to the top like a mountain goat, but the lava had almost gotten me. My shirt had smoking holes in it. The hairs had been singed off my forearms” (111).
Grover had scampered to the top like a mountain goat, but the lava had almost gotten me. My shirt had smoking holes in it. The hairs had been burned off my forearms.
The words in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the word singed affect our understanding of the first set of sentences? (RL.6.4, L.6.5c)
a. It implies that the lava caused Percy serious injury.
b. It emphasizes that the lava started a dangerous fire.
c. It implies that the lava slowly melted Percy’s clothing and hair.
d. It emphasizes that the lava caused only slight damage.

62. Complete the following for the provided simile.
	Simile

· Underline the simile.

· Highlight each of the two things being compared.
	Explanation

What do you know and what can you determine about the thing being referenced in the simile?
	Interpretation

What does this simile suggest about what it is describing and about what is happening in this moment of the text?

	“The water seemed to wake up my senses, as if I’d just had a bag of my mom’s double-espresso jelly beans” (121).
	Double-espresso jelly beans are made of sugar and taste and smell like strong coffee. Coffee and sugar are two things that are known to give people energy and wake them up. 
	This simile suggests the water had the same effect as coffee and sugar might, making Percy more alert and with increased energy.


63. Use this sentence frame from the simile above to construct your own sentence, like you did during the Language Dive.
The 
 seemed to 
, as if   
.

noun phrase
verb phrase
simile
Answers will vary.

Homework: Point of View:
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 10

RL.6.1, RL.6.4, RL.6.6, L.6.4, L.6.5c

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Use the text to answer these questions about how Rick Riordan develops the narrator’s (Percy’s) point of the view in chapter 10 of The Lightning Thief.

64. What knowledge does the narrator have that other characters in the story do not? (RL.6.1, RL.6.6)

a. Percy’s only motivation for going on the quest is to save his mother.

b. Grover is, in fact, the lightning thief.

c. Percy is carrying a weapon, the magical sword Riptide.
d. Annabeth is not really qualified to go on a quest.
65. Reread pages 164–165 of chapter 10, from “Still invisible . . .” to “. . . danced along the barbed leather,” and answer the questions below.
Part A

What do Percy’s actions in this excerpt tell the reader about Percy? (RL.6.6)

a. Percy cares most about completing the quest and finding his mother.

b. Percy cares most about proving his battle skills. 

c. Percy cares most about protecting his friends.

d. Percy cares most about not disappointing Chiron.

Part B
Which detail from the excerpt best supports the answer to Part A? (RL.6.1)
e. “Still invisible, I grabbed the wheel from [the bus driver] and jerked it to the left.”
f. “I stepped into the driver’s seat and let them pass.”

g. “[The Furies] lashed their whips at Annabeth while she waved her knife and yelled in Ancient Greek, telling them to back off. Grover threw tin cans.”

h. “I looked at the open doorway. I was free to go, but I couldn’t leave my friends.”

66. Part A
How does Percy’s point of view toward his stepfather, Gabe, change in chapter 10?

a. Percy realizes that Gabe loved him all along.

b. Percy learns that Gabe’s scent was actually protecting Percy from being found by monsters.

c. Percy begins to understand how much Gabe truly loves Percy’s mother.

d. Percy realizes that Gabe is actually one of the Furies.

Part B
What two pieces of evidence from the text helped you determine his point of view? 
“Your mom married Gabe for you,” Grover told me (158). 
“Your stepfather smells so repulsively human he could mask the presence of any demigod” (159).
“As soon as I took a whiff inside his Camaro, I knew: Gabe has been covering your scent for years” (159). 
“If you hadn’t lived with him every summer, you probably would’ve been found by monsters a long time ago” (159). 
“Your mom stayed with him to protect you. She was a smart lady. She must’ve loved you a lot to put up with that guy—if that makes you feel any better” (159).

Homework: Point of View: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 11

RL.6.1, RL.6.6

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Use the text to answer these questions about how Rick Riordan develops the narrator’s (Percy’s) point of the view in chapter 11 of The Lightning Thief.
67. Reread pages 172–177, from “Then the door creaked open . . .” to “What’s the harm?,” and answer the questions below. (RL.6.1, RL.6.6)
Part A
Which of the following best describes Percy’s point of view about Auntie Em?
a. Percy thinks that Auntie Em is a kind woman.
b. Percy thinks that Auntie Em can’t be trusted.
c. Percy thinks that Auntie Em is going to harm them.
d. Percy thinks that Auntie Em can help them get to Los Angeles.
Part B
What two pieces of evidence from the text helped you determine his point of view about Auntie Em in this section of the chapter? (RL.6.1)
“I imagined she was a grandmother who had once been a beautiful lady” (172). 
“The sadness in her voice sounded so deep and so real that I couldn’t help feeling sorry for her” (176). 
“Poor old lady. Who would want to hurt somebody so nice?” (176) 
“I didn’t want to leave. I felt full and content. Aunty Em was so nice. I wanted to stay with her a while” (177). 
“I was irritated with Annabeth for being so bossy, so rude to an old lady who’d just fed us for free” (177).

Part C
How does Percy’s point of view about Auntie Em differ from Annabeth’s? 
Percy trusts Auntie Em and thinks she is kind. He is thankful for the food she gives them. Annabeth, on the other hand, is far more observant and suspicious of her, and she notices the clues that Auntie Em is not who she is pretending to be.

68. Part A
What does Percy’s point of view toward the gods at the end of chapter 11 tell the reader about Percy? (RL.6.1, RL.6.6)

a. Percy isn’t afraid to stand up for himself when he thinks he’s being wronged.
b. Percy holds back and waits before making thoughtful decisions.
c. Percy wants to stop the quest and go back to Camp Half-Blood.
d. Percy’s impulsivity puts those he loves in danger.
Part B
Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A? (RL.6.1)
e. “. . . we’d never make it to L.A. alive . . .” (185).
f. “We need a new plan” (187).
g. “I looked at Annabeth, daring her to criticize” (187).
h. “With best wishes, PERCY JACKSON” (186).
Homework: Plot Review:
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 1
Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread chapter 1 in The Lightning Thief, and answer the questions below. Use the text to answer these questions about how Rick Riordan develops the plot.
69. Which line from the chapter best illustrates how Percy feels about himself?
a. “Being a half-blood is dangerous. It’s scary. Most of the time, it gets you killed in painful, nasty ways.”
b. “From her first day, Mrs. Dodds loved Nancy Bobofit and figured I was devil spawn.”
c. “We thought that maybe if we [sat away from the others], everybody wouldn’t know we were from that school—the school for loser freaks who couldn’t make it elsewhere.”
d. “You might be one of us. And once you know that, it’s only a matter of time before they sense it too, and they’ll come for you.”
70. Which line from the chapter best illustrates the relationship between Percy and Mr. Brunner?
a. “Mr. Brunner was this middle-aged guy in a motorized wheelchair. He had thinning hair and a scruffy beard and a frayed tweed jacket, which always smelled like coffee.”
b. “[Mr. Brunner] didn’t expect me to be as good; he expected me to be better.”
c. “[Mr. Brunner] was the only teacher whose class didn’t put me to sleep.”
d. “It was kind of cool on tournament day, when [Mr. Brunner] dressed up in a suit of Roman armor and shouted: ‘What ho!” and challenged us, sword-point against chalk, to run to the board and name every Greek and Roman person who had ever lived . . .”
71. Which of the following is not a key moment from the chapter?
a. Mr. Brunner explains that knowing Greek and Roman history would be “vitally important” to Percy’s life.
b. Nancy Bobofit bullies Grover, throwing wads of sandwich at his head.
c. Mrs. Dodds transforms into “a shriveled hag with bat wings and claws”; Percy fights her with a sword given to him by Mr. Brunner.
d. Percy describes all of the ways he has gotten expelled from several previous schools.
72. How did you determine the answers to the chapter 1 questions? Explain what strategies you used to answer these selected response questions. 
All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 1.
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary:
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 2
Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each passage from chapter 2 of The Lightning Thief. Then answer the question(s) below the passage.
73. “I started feeling cranky and irritable most of the time.”
What word in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of irritable? (RL.6.4, L.6.4a)
a. feeling 
b. cranky
c. most
d. started
74. “All three women looked ancient, with pale faces wrinkled like fruit leather, silver hair tied back in white bandanas, bony arms sticking out of bleached cotton dresses.”
Which words in this sentence do not help in understanding the meaning of ancient? (RL.6.4, L.6.4)
a. wrinkled like fruit leather
b. silver hair
c. bony arms
d. white bandanas
75. “I remembered Mr. Brunner’s serious expression, his thousand-year-old eyes. I will accept only the best from you, Percy Jackson.”
Use a print or online dictionary. Copy the meaning of the word expression as it is used in this sentence. (L.6.4c, L.6.4d, L.6.6)
76. How did you determine the definitions of the unfamiliar words? Explain what strategies you used to answer these vocabulary questions.
All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 2.
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary:
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 3
Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each passage from chapter 3 of The Lightning Thief. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the question(s) below the passage.
77. “When she looks at me, it’s like she’s seeing all the good things about me, none of the bad. I’ve never heard her raise her voice or say an unkind word to anyone, not even me or Gabe.”
	Prefix (part before the root word)
	Root Word

	un- means not
	kind means showing goodness or consideration


Using the table above, write a definition of unkind in your own words. (L.6.4b)
78. “For her sake, I tried to sound upbeat about my last days at Yancy Academy. I told her I wasn’t too down about the expulsion. I’d lasted almost the whole year this time.”
	Root Word
	Suffix (part after the root word)

	expel (expul) means to drive out
	-ion means an action


Using the table above, write a definition of expulsion in your own words. (L.6.4.b)
79.  “When I was young, I nicknamed him Smelly Gabe. I’m sorry, but it’s the truth. The guy reeked like moldy garlic pizza wrapped in gym shorts.”
Which words in this sentence do not help in understanding the meaning of reeked? (L.6.4, L.6.4a)
a. nicknamed
b. smelly
c. moldy garlic pizza
d. gym shorts
80. “Was her little boy doing all right? I told her she was smothering me, and to lay off and all that but secretly I was really really glad to see her.”
Which words in this excerpt best help in understanding the meaning of smothering? (RL.6.4, L.6.4a)
a. little boy
b. lay off
c. secretly
d. glad to see her
81. “I don’t have any memories of [my father] just this sort of warm glow, maybe the barest trace of his smile.”
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word trace as it is used in this sentence. (L.6.4c, L.6.4d, L.6.6)
All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 3.

Homework: QuickWrite: Connections between
The Lightning Thief and “Why Ancient Greek Mythology Is Still Relevant Today”
Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread the informational text analyzed in Lesson 5, “Why Ancient Greek Mythology Is Still Relevant Today.” Building on the discussion started in class, compose a brief paragraph to answer the prompt.
How does the article add to your understanding of the relevance of Greek mythology today? What connections can you draw between the article and the novel? Use text evidence to support your response.
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 4
Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each passage from chapter 4 of The Lightning Thief. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the question(s) below each passage.
82. “Then, with an angry roar, the monster closed his fists around my mother’s neck, and she dissolved before my eyes, melting into light, a shimmering golden form, as if she were a holographic projection. A blinding flash, and she was simply . . . gone.”
Which words in this sentence do not help in understanding the meaning of dissolved?
a. melting into light
b. holographic projection
c. golden form
d. simply gone
83. Part A
“My head smacked against a rock. When I sat up, my vision was blurry, but I had a horn in my hands, a ragged bone weapon the size of a knife.”
Use the affix list as a reference to fill in the table below with clues about the word in bold.
	Root Word
	Suffix

	
	


Part B
Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of vision in your own words.
84. “In a flash of lightning, through the mud-spattered rear windshield, I saw a figure lumbering toward us on the shoulder of the road. The sight of it made my skin crawl.”
Explain the literal, or exact, meaning of the phrase in bold.
Explain the figurative meaning of the phrase in bold. What other meaning do the words convey beyond the literal?
85. “As he got closer, I realized he couldn’t be holding a blanket over his head, because his hands—huge, meaty hands—were swinging at his sides. There was no blanket. Meaning the bulky, fuzzy mass that was too big to be his head . . . was his head.”
Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word bulky as it is used in this sentence. (L.6.4c, L.6.4d, L.6.6)
All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 4.
Homework: Unfamiliar Vocabulary
and Figurative Language:
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 5
Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread each passage from chapter 5 of The Lightning Thief. Using strategies for determining unfamiliar vocabulary, answer the question(s) below each passage.
86. Part A
“[Grover] took the empty glass from me gingerly, as if it were dynamite, and set it back on the table.”
Which word in this excerpt best helps in understanding the meaning of gingerly?
a. empty
b. glass
c. dynamite
d. table
Part B
Based on the context clues, which synonym best matches the meaning of gingerly?
e. carefully
f. angrily
g. dangerously
h. selfishly
Part C
Check the definition of the word gingerly in a dictionary. What other synonyms are offered to define the word? (Revise your answer to Part B if necessary.)
87. Part A
Authors often give human characteristics and behaviors to non-human objects. This technique is called personification. Which of the following sentences from chapter 5 demonstrates personification?
a. “The porch wrapped all the way around the farmhouse.”
b. “. . . the valley marched all the way up to the water . . .”
c. “The landscape was dotted with buildings that looked like ancient Greek architecture. . .”

d. “Canoes glided across a small lake.”
Part B
Explain how your response demonstrates personification.
88. Percy describes Annabeth as having a “stereotypical” look. A stereotype is a widely held belief about a particular group of people. Underline the phrases in this excerpt that illustrate Percy’s stereotypical belief about girls from California.
“She was probably my age, maybe a couple of inches taller, and a whole lot more athletic looking. With her deep tan and her curly blond hair, she was almost exactly what I thought a stereotypical California girl would look like, except her eyes ruined the image. They were startling gray, like storm clouds . . .”
All quotations from: Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief. Disney Press, 2005. Chapter 5.
Homework: Simile: The Lightning Thief,
Chapter 6
RL.6.1, RL.6.4, RL.6.6, L.6.4, L.6.5a
Name:
Date:


Directions: Complete the table for your choice of two similes from chapter 6, and then respond to the two selected response questions.
	Simile

For each quotation: 

· Underline the simile.

· Highlight each of the two things being compared.
	Explanation
What do you know and what can you determine about the thing being referenced in the simile?
	Interpretation
What does this simile suggest about what it is describing and about what is happening in this moment of the text?

	89. “The pair of cabins at the head of the field, numbers one and two, looked like his-and-hers mausoleums, big white marble boxes with heavy columns in front. Cabin one was the biggest and bulkiest of the twelve. Its polished bronze doors shimmered like a hologram, so that from different angles lightning bolts seemed to streak across them” (84).
	
	

	90. “It wasn’t high and mighty like cabin one, but long and low and solid. The outer walls were of rough gray stone studded with pieces of seashell and coral, as if the slabs had been hewn straight from the bottom of the ocean floor” (85).
	
	

	91. “I looked around at the campers’ faces, some sullen and suspicious, some grinning stupidly, some eyeing me as if they were waiting for a chance to pick my pockets” (89).
	
	

	92. “But then the other toilets exploded, too, and six more streams of toilet water blasted them back. The showers acted up, too, and together all the fixtures sprayed the camouflage girls right out of the bathroom, spinning them around like pieces of garbage being washed away” (96).
	
	


93. Simile and Point of View
Part A
Which of the following best describes Percy’s point of view toward the other campers at Camp Half-Blood in excerpts 3 and 4 above?
a. Percy feels welcomed by the other campers.
b. Percy thinks the other campers will become his friends.
c. Percy thinks negatively about the other campers.
d. Percy feels threatened by the other campers.
Part B
How do the similes in excerpts 3 and 4 support your answer for part A and add to the reader’s understanding of how Percy feels? 
94. Simile and Vocabulary

“I watched the satyr playing his pipe. His music was causing lines of bugs to leave the strawberry patch in every direction, like refugees fleeing a fire. I wondered if Grover could work that kind of magic with music. I wondered if he was still inside the farmhouse, getting chewed out by Mr. D” (76).
What word best helps in understanding the meaning of fleeing in the simile in this excerpt?
a. causing
b. work
c. leave
d. playing
Homework: Language Dive Practice: Word Relationships: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 7
Name:
Date:


Directions: Answer the following selected response questions.
95. “His face twitched around the scar. ‘Let’s just say I messed things up for everybody else. The last two years, ever since my trip to the Garden of the Hesperides went sour, Chiron hasn’t allowed any more quests. Annabeth’s been dying to get out into the world. She pestered Chiron so much he finally told her he already knew her fate. He’d had a prophecy from the Oracle. He wouldn’t tell her the whole thing, but he said Annabeth wasn’t destined to go on a quest yet. She had to wait until . . . somebody special came to the camp’” (102).
Which two words in this excerpt best help in understanding the meaning of quest? (L.6.5b)
a. trip
b. sour
c. dying
d. world
e. pestered
f. fate
96. “The counselor, Luke, came over. He had the Hermes family resemblance, too. It was marred by that scar on his right cheek, but his smile was intact” (100).
Which word in this excerpt best helps in understanding the meaning of marred? (L.6.5b)
a. resemblance 
b. scar
c. smile
d. intact
97. Complete the sentence frames, demonstrating the proper use of the phrase as if.
Example: Annabeth opened her eyes wide, as if she had just looked into the eyes of a monster.
a. Percy ___________________________________________________________________,
as if _______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________.

b. Chiron __________________________________________________________________,
as if _______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________.

c. Grover __________________________________________________________________,
as if _______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________.

Homework: Language Dive Practice: 
Connotation: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 8

RL.6.1, RL.6.4, RL.6.6, L.6.4, L.6.5c

Name:
Date:

Directions: Answer the following questions, using evidence from the text to support your ideas.
98. Carefully read these two sentences: 
“Instantly, I felt better. Strength surged back into my arms. The sword didn’t feel so awkward” (110). 

Instantly, I felt better. Strength returned back into my arms. The sword didn’t feel so awkward.

The words in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the word surged affect the reader’s understanding of the first sentence? (RL.6.4, L.6.5c)

a. It implies that the strength in Percy’s arms came back like an ocean wave.

b. It emphasizes that the strength in Percy’s arms came back quickly.

c. It implies that the strength in Percy’s arms came back like a trickling faucet.

d. It emphasizes that the strength in Percy’s arms came back unexpectedly.
99. Carefully read these two sets of sentences: 
“Grover had scampered to the top like a mountain goat, but the lava had almost gotten me. My shirt had smoking holes in it. The hairs had been singed off my forearms” (111).

Grover had scampered to the top like a mountain goat, but the lava had almost gotten me. My shirt had smoking holes in it. The hairs had been burned off my forearms.

The words in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the word singed affect our understanding of the first set of sentences? (RL.6.4, L.6.5c)

a. It implies that the lava caused Percy serious injury.

b. It emphasizes that the lava started a dangerous fire.

c. It implies that the lava slowly melted Percy’s clothing and hair.

d. It emphasizes that the lava caused only slight damage.

100. Complete the following for the provided simile.
	Simile

· Underline the simile.

· Highlight each of the two things being compared.
	Explanation

What do you know and what can you determine about the thing being referenced in the simile?
	Interpretation

What does this simile suggest about what it is describing and about what is happening in this moment of the text?

	“The water seemed to wake up my senses, as if I’d just had a bag of my mom’s double-espresso jelly beans” (121).
	
	


101. Use this sentence frame from the simile above to construct your own sentence, like you did during the Language Dive.
The 
 seemed to 
, as if 
.


noun phrase
verb phrase
simile
Homework: Point of View: 
The Lightning Thief, Chapter 10
RL.6.1, RL.6.4, RL.6.6, L.6.4, L.6.5c
Name:
Date:


Directions: Use the text to answer these questions about how Rick Riordan develops the narrator’s (Percy’s) point of the view in chapter 10 of The Lightning Thief.
102. What knowledge does the narrator have that other characters in the story do not? (RL.6.1, RL.6.6)
a. Percy’s only motivation for going on the quest is to save his mother.
b. Grover is, in fact, the lightning thief.
c. Percy is carrying a weapon, the magical sword Riptide.
d. Annabeth is not really qualified to go on a quest.
103. Reread pages 164–165 of chapter 10, from “Still invisible . . .” to “. . . danced along the barbed leather,” and answer the questions below.
Part A
What do Percy’s actions in this excerpt tell the reader about Percy? (RL.6.6)
a. Percy cares most about completing the quest and finding his mother.
b. Percy cares most about proving his battle skills. 
c. Percy cares most about protecting his friends.
d. Percy cares most about not disappointing Chiron.
Part B
Which detail from the excerpt best supports the answer to Part A? (RL.6.1)
e. “Still invisible, I grabbed the wheel from [the bus driver] and jerked it to the left.”
f. “I stepped into the driver’s seat and let them pass.”
g. “[The Furies] lashed their whips at Annabeth while she waved her knife and yelled in Ancient Greek, telling them to back off. Grover threw tin cans.”
h. “I looked at the open doorway. I was free to go, but I couldn’t leave my friends.”
104. Part A
How does Percy’s point of view toward his stepfather, Gabe, change in chapter 10?
a. Percy realizes that Gabe loved him all along.
b. Percy learns that Gabe’s scent was actually protecting Percy from being found by monsters.
c. Percy begins to understand how much Gabe truly loves Percy’s mother.
d. Percy realizes that Gabe is actually one of the Furies.
Part B
What two pieces of evidence from the text helped you determine his point of view? 
Homework: Point of View: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 11
RL.6.1, RL.6.6
Name:
Date:


Directions: Use the text to answer these questions about how Rick Riordan develops the narrator’s (Percy’s) point of the view in chapter 11 of The Lightning Thief.
105. Reread pages 172–177, from “Then the door creaked open . . .” to “What’s the harm?,” and answer the questions below. (RL.6.1, RL.6.6)
Part A
Which of the following best describes Percy’s point of view about Auntie Em?
a. Percy thinks that Auntie Em is a kind woman.
b. Percy thinks that Auntie Em can’t be trusted.
c. Percy thinks that Auntie Em is going to harm them.
d. Percy thinks that Auntie Em can help them get to Los Angeles.
Part B
What two pieces of evidence from the text helped you determine his point of view about Auntie Em in this section of the chapter? (RL.6.1)
Part C
How does Percy’s point of view about Auntie Em differ from Annabeth’s? 
106. Part A
What does Percy’s point of view toward the gods at the end of chapter 11 tell the reader about Percy? (RL.6.1, RL.6.6)
a. Percy isn’t afraid to stand up for himself when he thinks he’s being wronged.
b. Percy holds back and waits before making thoughtful decisions.
c. Percy wants to stop the quest and go back to Camp Half-Blood.
d. Percy’s impulsivity puts those he loves in danger.
Part B
Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A? (RL.6.1)
e. “. . . we’d never make it to L.A. alive . . .” (185).
f. “We need a new plan” (187).
g. “I looked at Annabeth, daring her to criticize” (187).
h. “With best wishes, PERCY JACKSON” (186).
� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to the class schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to the class schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to the class schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to the class schedule.


� Teacher note: Please complete the Anticipated Date column according to the class schedule.


� Some of the prompts will not be appropriate for the text students are reading. Invite students to choose a prompt that works for the text they have just read.
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