
Grade 2: Module 1

Assessment Overview 
and Resources
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 Performance Task

Informative Writing: “The Most Important Thing about Schools” Book

In this performance task, students create an informational book titled “The Most Important 
Thing about Schools.” Using information from whole class and small group research, they write 
and compile a book that compares and contrasts their own school with a school from Off to 
Class: Incredible and Unusual Schools around the World by Susan Hughes. Using The Important 
Book by Margaret Wise Brown as inspiration, students’ books conclude with a reflection state-
ment on what they think is the most important thing about schools. This is a scaffolded writing 
task in which students learn about the steps in the writing process and complete this book 
over several lessons. Students’ books are presented orally to kindergarteners at a Celebration 
of Learning at the end of the module. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.2.2, W.2.5, and L.2.2.

Unit 1 Assessment

Writing in Response to The Invisible Boy

This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of literary text read aloud. It centers on 
CCSS ELA RL.2.1, RL.2.3, and RL.2.7. Students listen to the final portion of The Invisible Boy by 
Trudy Ludwig. They answer text-dependent questions, demonstrating their ability to use key 
details from the text and illustration to demonstrate understanding of characters and plot, and 
describe how characters in a story respond to major events.

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on stu-
dents’ progress toward standard SL.2.1a. Throughout this unit, teachers use Reading Litera-
ture Checklist to gather data on students’ reading comprehension, specifically progress toward 
standards RL.2.1, RL.2.3, and RL.1.7.

Unit 2 Assessment

Reading and Writing about Schools around the World

This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of an informational text read aloud and 
informational writing in response to text. It centers on CCSS ELA RI.2.1 and W.2.2. For this 
two-part assessment, students engage in two close read-aloud sessions of Off to Class. During 
these sessions, they take notes based on specific text-dependent questions. They then use the 
information in their notes to write an informative paragraph that describes what makes it hard 
for children to go to school in a particular community, and how that community solves that 
problem so children can go to school.

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on stu-
dents’ progress toward SL.2.1a and SL.2.1b.
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Unit 3 Assessment

Responding to Text through Speaking and Listening

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA SL.2.1b and SL.2.1c. Students participate in the Col-
laborative Conversations protocol in a small group to share one similarity and one difference 
between their own school and the school they have researched. They use their notes and sen-
tence starters to help them add on to their group members’ ideas and to ask for clarification as 
needed.

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Informative/Explanatory Writing Checklist to gather 
data on students’ progress toward W.2.2, W.2.5, L.2.1a,L.2.1b, and L.2.1d.

Assessment Checklists

The following checklists are designed to help track students’ progress toward a variety of 
standards over the course of this module. These formative assessment opportunities are noted 
throughout the module lessons. This module includes a Speaking and Listening Checklist, a 
Reading Literature Checklist, and an Informative/Explanatory Writing Checklist.
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