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Tools and Work

E Performance Task

Experience-Based Informational Writing: A Magnificent Thing for the Classroom

In this two-part performance task, students create a magnificent thing (a product that fulfills a
need or solves a problem within their classroom) in a small group and then independently write
a description of what their group has created, why they created it, and how they used tools to
create it. Students create their magnificent things over several lessons by applying what they
have learned about tools and habits of character (i.e., initiative, responsibility, perseverance,
collaboration), using The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires as a mentor text, and debrief-
ing at the close of each lesson to consider how to build, finish, and revise something that serves
aneed in their classroom. After creating their magnificent things, students complete a scaffold-
ed writing task during which they learn about the steps of the writing process and produce
an informative piece of writing. Students’ creations and written work are presented orally to
classroom visitors at the end of the module. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.1.2 and SL1.1.

Unit 1 Assessment

Focused Read-aloud and Writing about Tools

This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of informational text read aloud. It
centers on CCSS ELA RIL.1.1, RL.1.7 SL.L1, L.1.5a, and L.1.5b. Students listen to an excerpt of
Tools by Ann Morris, read aloud. They then work with a partner to discuss the text and sort
photographs from the excerpt into categories. Next, students closely study two photographs
and listen to their corresponding captions in an index read aloud (each caption describes a spe-
cific tool and how that tool makes work easier). After some quick turn and talks, students label
the tool being used in the text and write a complete sentence answering the question, “What
job does the tool help to do?” This assessment builds on experiences of reading, speaking, and
listening from previous lessons, but involves less teacher support. It provides formative data to
be used to guide instruction throughout the module.

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on stu-
dents’ progress toward standard SL.1.1a.

Unit 2 Assessment

Focused Read-aloud Session 4 and Writing about Habits of Character

This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of literary text read aloud. It centers on
CCSS ELA RL.1.1, RL.1.3, RL.1.4, RL.1.7, W.1.2, and SL.1.1. For this assessment, students engage
in a focused read-aloud of The Little Red Pen. They ask and answer questions about the charac-
ters’ words and actions, use context to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary from
the text, and make connections between the illustrations and the text. Students then write to
show their understanding of the text by responding to the final focus question using evidence
from the text: “How are the characters showing collaboration in this part of the text? What
work does this help them do?” (RL.1.1, RL.1.3, RL.1.4, RL.1.7, W.1.2, SL.1.1).



Assessment Overview and Resources
Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use Reading Literature Checklist to gather data on students’
reading comprehension, specifically progress toward standards RL.L1, RL.1.3, RL.1.4, and
RL.1.7.

Unit 3 Assessment

Writing to Show Understanding: Describing a Habit of Character

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.1.2. For this assessment, students independently
demonstrate the writing skills that have been taught through modeling and guiding writers in
the writing process throughout the previous lessons. (As part of the writing instruction in the
unit, students have practiced writing to the prompt: “What magnificent thing did you create?
Describe how you used tools to help you make your magnificent thing.”) In this on-demand
assessment, students write to a similar prompt: “Describe a habit of character you used to make
your magnificent thing.” (W.1.2)

Assessment Checklists

= Throughout this unit, use the Speaking and Listening checklist to gather data on students’
progress toward SL.Lla, SL.L1b and SL.Llc. Use the Informative/Explanatory Writing
Checklist to gather students’ progress toward W.1.2 and L.1.2.

Assessment Checklists

The following checklists are designed to help track students’ progress toward a variety of
standards over the course of this module. These formative assessment opportunities are noted
throughout the module lessons. This module includes a Speaking and Listening Checklist, a
Reading Literature Checklist, and an Informative/Explanatory Writing Checklist.
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