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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 10

Performance Task Socratic Seminar:  

 The Socratic Seminar



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze Wangari Maathai’s claim that a just society is sustainable.

· Describe Confucian teachings about what makes a just society. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23)

· Describe how Benazir Bhutto draws on Islamic teachings to make an argument about what makes a just society. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.2)

· Draw on primary sources about the Black Death to evaluate the extent to which European society’s immediate responses to the catastrophe of the Black Death were just. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)

Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)

· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)

Disciplinary Thinking

· Identify and analyze a variety of perspectives relating to a particular issue or situation, in the past or the present. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.4.9–12, D2.His.5.9–12, D2.His.6.9–12, D2.Civ.10.9–12)

· Analyze change and continuity within a historical era and between several eras. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.2.9–12)
· Interpret the past within its own context, rather than through the lens of beliefs and knowledge today. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.8)
	N/A

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can synthesize my readings from the module to consider differing ideas about a just society. 

· I can build on that synthesis to extend my own thinking about a just society.

· I can listen closely to my peers and respond with ideas that differ, connect to, or extend their thinking.
· I can incorporate the thinking of others into my own ideas.
	Performance Task (End of Unit 3 Assessment): Socratic Seminar


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: What Will Strong Participation Look and Sound Like? (8 minutes)
2. Work Time

A. The Socratic Seminar (30 minutes)
B. Independent Work Time: Reflective Writing (20 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Appreciations and Homework Introduction (2 minutes)
4. Homework

Finish reflective writing as needed.
	· Participating in the Socratic Seminar (one per student)
· Document camera (optional)

· Facilitating the Socratic Seminar (for teacher reference)

· Preparing for the Socratic Seminar (one per student; from Lesson 9)
· My Beliefs about a Just Society (one per student; from Unit 1, Lesson 3)

· Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart (begun in Unit 1, Lesson 5)

· Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai (one per student; from Unit 1, Lesson 5)

· Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning (one per student; from Unit 1, Lesson 14)

· Voices of Social Justice: Benazir Bhutto (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 7)

· Responses to the Black Death note-catcher (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 12) 
· Socratic Seminar: Responding to Catastrophe (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 14)


	Teaching Notes

	· By this lesson, students have synthesized their understanding about what makes a just society. They have come prepared to participate in a thoughtful, exploratory conversation about the module guiding question: “What is a just society? How has it changed, and how has it stayed the same?”
· As in Lesson 9, students use a variety of handouts and note-catchers to guide their Socratic Seminar experience. For the entry task, students get acquainted with the Participating in the Socratic Seminar handout and help fill in the chart about what the seminar will look and sound like. Build on their last experience with a Socratic Seminar to help them articulate in specific terms what a thoughtful, successful Socratic Seminar looks and sounds like. This is important work; it addresses the thoughtful, focused purpose of the Socratic Seminar. The experience of successfully engaging in this kind of substantive conversation (i.e., the Socratic Seminar) is essential for students as they move toward becoming strong and thoughtful citizens. 
· Refer to the Socratic Seminar protocol (see Appendix) and Facilitating the Socratic Seminar (see supporting materials) as necessary.
· Consider how to assess this performance task. If students will be assessed on their participation, then making a clear rubric or checklist of “strong participation behaviors” will be helpful. See the Socratic Seminar protocol for an example rubric. Consider how to track students’ responses (speaking, listening, good attention, etc.). It can be difficult to simultaneously track participation and keep the content of the discussion going.


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· In Work Time B, after the Socratic Seminar, students write an extended paragraph in which they circle back to the thinking with which they began the module to consider their ideas now on what a just society looks like, given these weeks of extensive learning and exploring. The “After the Socratic Seminar: Time to Write” section of the Participating in the Socratic Seminar handout includes a graphic organizer for planning purposes. Consider how students will use this graphic organizer before they begin drafting (i.e., will it be a required component?).
· Consider whether to assess students’ reflective writing only for content understanding, or also for writing. Consider whether you will require students to use the graphic organizer on Participating in the Socratic Seminar to plan their writing before they start drafting.
· In advance:
· Arrange students’ work spaces into a circle.
· Consider how to assess the Socratic Seminar.
· Consider how students will use the graphic organizer included in “After the Socratic Seminar: Time to Write.”
· Post the module guiding question: “What is a just society? How has it changed, and how has it stayed the same?” 
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	contextual, universal, just, thoughtful

	· Some students may need additional support with getting a start on filling out the note-catcher for the writing task. Consider providing them with a model of “evidence from my own thinking” and “evidence from someone we’ve studied.”
· During Work Time B, you may want to pull a group of students who need more support with oral processing of ideas and discussing to work with you.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: What Will Strong Participation Look and Sound Like? (8 minutes)
· Distribute Participating in the Socratic Seminar. 

· Explain to students that today they will have the opportunity to share with one another all their good thinking about a just society, and the opportunity to learn from one another. Let them know that this is a substantive conversation, and one for which they are well prepared. You have confidence in their readiness for this task, and you are looking forward to hearing from each of them. 
· Ask students to follow along as you read Participating in the Socratic Seminar aloud. 

· Guide students through filling in the chart using a document camera. Listen for them to mention additional ideas such as “using a respectful tone of voice” and “staying focused on the task” and “ contributing ideas.” Consider using Facilitating the Socratic Seminar (for teacher reference) to provide students with specific sentences stems as necessary. Keep this chart relatively brief but specific.
· Ask students to locate the following materials: 

· Preparing for the Socratic Seminar

· My Beliefs about a Just Society 

· Universal Ideas about a Just Society

· Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai

· Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning
· Voices of Social Justice: Benazir Bhutto

· Responses to the Black Death note-catcher

· Socratic Seminar: Responding to Catastrophe


	Work Time

	A. The Socratic Seminar (30 minutes)

· Explain that this is a peer-to-peer conversation, and students should not wait to be “called on.” Rather, they should listen carefully and add a thought, a response, or an idea as appropriate.
· To begin the seminar, ask students to discuss the module guiding question: “What is a just society? How have ideas about a just society changed, and how have they stayed the same?”
· Allow the discussion to proceed. Let the discussion be student-driven as much as possible, but step in as necessary. 
· Let students know when about 5 minutes remain. Ask if there are any ideas that anyone would like to return to, reiterate, clarify, or synthesize in some way.

· Thank students for their careful and thoughtful participation. (You might even tell them that Socrates would be proud!)

	B. Independent Work Time: Reflective Writing (20 minutes)
· Direct students’ attention to the “After the Seminar: Time to Write” section of the Participating in the Socratic Seminar handout. Ask students to reread the focusing question for writing: “What do you believe a just society needs to look like in our 21st-century world?”
· Ask students to follow along as you read the handout aloud. Answer clarifying questions. 
· Remind students that the checklist should look familiar, as it contains the same elements for effective writing that other writing tasks, such as their Black Death essay, have included. 


	Closing

	A. Appreciations and Homework Introduction (2 minutes)
· Congratulate students on their good and thoughtful work throughout this module.
· Let them know they should finish their writing task if they did not complete it during class.


	Homework

	· Finish reflective writing as needed.


Participating in the Socratic Seminar
	Name:

	Date:


Today, you will have the opportunity to pull together all the good thinking you have been doing over the past few weeks in this class. With your classmates, you will consider the age-old (and important!) question:
What is a just society? How have ideas about a just society changed, and how have they stayed the same?

As we have noted, the purpose of this Socratic Seminar is to explore. It is to share ideas, to listen thoughtfully, to offer ways of thinking that you may have been considering for some time, and ways of thinking that may just be occurring to you as you engage in this conversation. 

As Socrates reminds us, you may not come to some sort of “final and forever” picture of a just society—but you will certainly come to a deeper understanding of what such a society may look like.

What will strong participation in the seminar look like?

In order to share thoughtfully with one another for the purpose of deeper learning, you will find certain processes and language to be helpful. 

Strong Participation in the Socratic Seminar

	What will strong participation look like?
	What will strong participation sound like?

	· Having good and well-prepared notes

· Making eye contact with the person to whom you are speaking

· Respectfully waiting for another speaker to finish a thought


	· “Can you tell me more about that?”

· “I’d like to add to what ______ said …”

· “I agree with what ________ pointed out …”

· “I can see what you’re saying, but I wonder if you’ve thought about …”




After the Socratic Seminar: Time to Write

Congratulations! You have completed a thoughtful discussion about a very important question for all of us—What is a just society? You and your classmates have pondered this question together. While you almost certainly will not all answer this question the same way, you also—almost certainly—have grown in your thinking about the nature of a just society.

Now you have a final, independent task. You will have the opportunity to write a paragraph to answer the question with which we began this study: 
What do you believe a just society needs to look like in our 21st-century world?

First, think about what you know about societies, and what you know and think about justice. If it’s helpful, use the graphic organizer on the back to plan and organize your ideas. Then write an extended paragraph, choosing at least two aspects of society to write about. Use the checklist to make sure your paragraph is strong.
Be sure that your writing includes:

· A focus statement/thesis that answers the question

· Specific ideas/evidence to develop your answer

Note: “Evidence” will come from your own ideas as well as the ideas of thinkers you have studied

· Analysis to explain your reasoning about why that evidence/idea is so important

· A concluding/wrap-up statement 

	Criterion for Effective Writing
	My Extended Paragraph

	Do I have a focus statement/thesis that answers the question?
	Yes, got it
	No, not yet

	Have I written about at least two aspects of society?
	Yes, got it
	No, not yet

	Have I included evidence to support my thinking?
	 Yes, got it
	No, not yet

	Have I analyzed why this idea is so important?
	Yes, got it
	No, not yet

	Have I used connecting words and phrases so that my reader can easily follow my thinking?
	Yes, got it
	No, not yet

	Have I concluded my paragraph?
	Yes, got it
	No, not yet

	Overall, does my paragraph make sense?
	Yes, got it
	No, not yet


	Aspect of society
	Evidence: What that would look like in a just society
	Analyze: Why is this so important? Why will this make the society more just? How would the society be unjust without this?

	Government


	Your thinking


	

	
	Thinking from one of the people we’ve studied


	

	Economy


	Your thinking


	

	
	Thinking from one of the people we’ve studied


	

	Culture


	Your thinking


	

	
	Thinking from one of the people we’ve studied


	


	Aspect of society
	Evidence: What that would look like in a just society
	Analyze: Why is this so important? Why will this make the society more just? How would the society be unjust without this?

	Social Groups


	Your thinking


	

	
	Thinking from one of the people we’ve studied


	

	Environment


	Your thinking


	

	
	Thinking from one of the people we’ve studied


	


Facilitating the Socratic Seminar
(For Teacher Reference)
In general, students who are participating in a Socratic Seminar should carry the conversation as much as possible by themselves. However, students who have not participated in a Socratic Seminar before may need some teacher assistance throughout the process. 
Some typical problems that students may encounter include (but are not limited to):
· One or two students dominating the conversation

· Some students not speaking up

· Students giving opinions without evidence

· The conversation getting off-track

· The conversation fading out, with no one jumping in to speak

If these or other issues arise during the discussion, here are some ideas for stepping in to help.

· “Can you give an example from the texts we read to support that?”
· “What in the texts makes you think that?”
· “Could you please repeat that to make sure we all understand what you’re saying?”
· “I think I heard (student X) say something similar to (or different from) that …”
· “What did you mean when you said …”
· “It seems that we’ve gotten a bit off-track. Can we go back to the question …”
· “Josh, we haven’t heard from you in a while. What do you think about …”
· “Let’s consider one of the ‘Voices of Social Justice’ that we haven’t talked much about yet today …”
Note: Some of these could also be useful for students to include on their “strong participation” chart.
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