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	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content
· Describe the society (government, economy, culture, social groups, and environment) of ancient China, particularly during the Tang and Song dynasties. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23, WHI.24)
Disciplinary Thinking
Connect specific events in history to their larger context. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.7 and C3 Framework D2.His.1.9–12)
Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and by C3 Framework D2.His.14.9–12, D2His.15.9–12)
	End of Unit 1 Assessment 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	I can describe the government, economy, and social groups of ancient Chinese society.
I can use the language of cause and effect to explain everyday situations.
	Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart 
Ancient China Strong Reader note-catcher
Exit Ticket: Cause and Effect






	
Agenda
	Materials

	Opening
Entry Task: Adding to the Understanding a Society Chart (5 minutes)
Work Time
A. Small Group Work: Understanding a Society Chart (30 minutes)
B. Mini Lesson: Cause and Effect (20 minutes)
Closing 
A. Exit Ticket: Cause and Effect (5 minutes)
Homework
Read “The Silk Road: East Meets West” and complete “The Silk Road” Strong Reader note-catcher. 
	Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart (from Lesson 7; one per student and one to display)
Ancient China Strong Reader note-catcher (from Lesson 8; one per student and one to display)
Ancient China (from Lesson 7; one per student)
Entry Task: Adding to the Understanding a Society Chart (one to display)
Norms for Discussion anchor chart (begun in Lesson 1)
Understanding a Society: Ancient China (for teacher reference; see supporting materials)
Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart (begun in Lesson 1)
Introduction to Cause and Effect Thinking (one per student and one to display)
Exit Ticket: Cause and Effect (one per student)
“The Silk Road: East Meets West” (one per student; see Teaching Notes)
“The Silk Road” Strong Reader note-catcher (one per student)
Map of the Silk Road (optional;  one to display; see Teaching Notes)




	Teaching Notes

	In this lesson, students work in small groups to synthesize what they have learned about the aspects of ancient Chinese society from Ancient China. Consider requiring a completed Ancient China Strong Reader note-catcher (assigned for homework in Lesson 8) as an entry ticket to group work. Students who have not yet read the magazine should not join a group; they should read silently during Work Time A to catch up.
Notice that this lesson uses a form of a jigsaw: Different groups are responsible for different rows on the chart. However, the content should be familiar to all students from the reading. This is more likely to result in understanding than having groups present on material that the rest of the class has not encountered before.
Add the specific vocabulary words that students generate to the Understanding a Society anchor chart (from Lesson 2) after this lesson. Seeing the words posted will provide repeated exposure and increase the chances that students use them in conversation and writing.
To help students work effectively in small groups, consider revisiting the Norms for Discussion anchor chart (from Lesson 1). Also, name specific behaviors you have seen during pair work that you’d like to see during small group work. 
After this lesson, students continue to work with Ancient China, but not every day and not for homework. Consider whether they should retain or turn in the magazine until they need it again. 
In this lesson, students learn of the module’s second guiding question: How do societies change? Add this to the Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart before class begins.
In Work Time B, students begin to think about cause and effect. The mini lesson on cause and effect deliberately draws on everyday situations, rather than historical content. Since you are introducing a particular way of thinking to students and it will be important to get a clear sense of how well they can do this type of thinking, this lesson uses very accessible content. Consider changing the names and details on the worksheets to make them even more relevant and engaging. Note that this introduction to cause and effect focuses on immediate causes and effects, because the focus is for students to distinguish between the two and notice how they are related. As you move into more historical work, you will add in a consideration of longer-term causes and effects. 
When reviewing the exit tickets from this lesson, notice whether students have mastered this kind of cause and effect thinking; if not, consider how you might reteach. Continue to use accessible material and focus on immediate causes and effects until students are proficient. For English language learners or students with oral language disabilities, consider adding in part of a lesson in which students use sentence stems to explain the cause and effect relationships that are mapped out on the Introduction to Cause and Effect worksheet.
· This lesson uses the article “The Silk Road: East Meets West,” which is available through the Gale database and through other online databases. Teachers and students who have authorized access to this resource may print out a copy for classroom use. We encourage you to always abide by the terms and conditions of the service or platform in making use of copyrighted material.




	Teaching Notes (continued)

	Citation: Brown, Bryan. “The Silk Road: East Meets West: How Untold Wonders, Knowledge, and Even Death Traveled the Ancient World.” Junior Scholastic 6 Feb. 2006: 12+. General OneFile. Web. 13 May 2015.
Gale Document Number: GALE|A141908318.
Suggestions for use: When you access the article, consider how you might format it to best support students (e.g., consider double-spacing the text, indenting paragraphs, setting generous margins, and using at least 12-point type). In particular, students will be writing the gist of each section, so format it so that section titles and divisions are clear. You may also want to leave out the material at the beginning, which is guidance for teachers about a potential lesson plan (not this one). However, the vocabulary words at the end will be useful for students.
· You may wish to display a map of the Silk Road as you distribute this article. One is available in an accompanying article through the Gale database and through other online databases. Teachers and students who have authorized access to this resource may print out a copy for classroom use. We encourage you to always abide by the terms and conditions of the service or platform in making use of copyrighted material.
Citation: “Follow the Silk Road: Reading a Historic Map.” Junior Scholastic 6 Feb. 2006: 15+. General OneFile. Web. 13 May 2015.
GALE|A141908319
Suggestions for use: The map’s resolution is not high enough for students to answer the accompanying questions, but the map itself is a useful visual description of the Silk Road.
In advance:
Post learning targets.
Determine triads for Work Time A. 
Add the second guiding question to the Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart.
Prepare “The Silk Road: East Meets West.”
Prepare a map of the Silk Road (optional).






	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	dynasty, emperor, empire, imperial, civil service, bureaucracy, aristocrat, administration, merchants, Silk Road, artisans, Confucianism, Buddhism, compass, gunpowder, paper, printing press, porcelain, aristocrats, merchants, scholars, artisans, peasants, Grand Canal, Great Wall
	· During Work Time A, stronger groups should focus on culture and economy, which require more inference and synthesis; groups with more struggling students should focus on government and social groups, which require more summary. 
· Consider providing additional vocabulary support to students who are English language learners in Work Time B. In particular, they might benefit from sentence stems.



	
Opening

	A. Entry Task: Adding to the Understanding a Society Chart (5 minutes)
Ask students to take out Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart (from Lesson 7), Ancient China Strong Reader note-catcher (from Lesson 8), and Ancient China.
Post Entry Task: Adding to the Understanding a Society Chart and direct students to complete it individually.
Circulate to check for homework completion. You may wish to collect the Strong Reader note-catchers at the end of class, but students will need them during Work Time A. 
Briefly review the entry task, making sure that students have identified Sample A as the strongest. Create a list of criteria for strong entries for their Ancient China Strong Reader note-catchers:
An important fact about this aspect
In their own words
Full sentences/phrases; not just words (note: key vocabulary words should be listed in the vocabulary box)
Analyzing the non-examples may also help. Sample B is also a synthesis but is more about social groups and not really a paraphrase. Most of it is directly copied from the text. Sample C is just one small fact; it’s not how government worked in general. 
Review the learning targets. Point out that today students will synthesize everything they learned about ancient China in their reading for homework.






	
Work Time

	A. Small Group Work: Understanding a Society Note-catcher (30 minutes) 
Tell students that they will work in small groups to synthesize their understanding of the different aspects of ancient China. They will need to draw on their magazines and note-catchers. Remind them that this is often how a college class works: Students read individually and then meet in class or in a study group to discuss what they read. They will hold their thinking by adding ideas to the Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart. 
Direct students’ attention to the entry task and remind them to use Sample A as a model and to refer to the criteria they wrote on the board as they work today.
Set specific expectations for their work in small groups, referring to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart and to specific feedback on your observations of pair work over the past few lessons. Tell them that at the end of work time, you will call on a person in each group to share, but you are not going to tell them ahead of time who this will be, so they all need to be ready.
Direct students to move calmly to their groups and get started. Assign each group a specific aspect with which to begin; when they are done with that one, they can continue to another one of their choice. Make sure to record which group is focusing on which aspect, as you will use this information to organize presentations shortly.
Give students 15 minutes to work. Circulate to assist and provide feedback. Reference Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart (for teacher reference) as necessary.
Refocus students whole class. Ask for groups to share out one by one. As there will be more than one group per aspect, consider how to structure this so that all groups share. For example, you might take one statement and one word from each group on a particular aspect, and then ask if there is anything else to ask. As students share, add statements to the Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart and prompt students to do the same. It is important that the displayed version of Understanding a Society: Ancient China be accurate, as students will use this to study for the End of Unit 1 Assessment. Be supportive, but correct any misunderstandings that emerge as students share. See the list of vocabulary words for this lesson for words that should be on students’ worksheets.
As a synthesis, ask students to Think-Pair-Share on the questions: “In which ways was ancient China a just society? In which ways was it not a just society?” The purpose here is to keep the “just society” thread active, not to pass final judgment.
Congratulate students on their work and tell them they will continue to refer to this chart over the rest of this unit. Give clear directions about where students should keep their charts. Remind students that they will use this chart to prepare for the End of Unit 1 Assessment.




	
Work Time (continued)

	B. Mini Lesson: Cause and Effect (20 minutes)
Ask students: “If you made a chart like this about the United States today and a chart like this about the United States 100 years ago, would they be the same?” Take a show of hands for yes/no and ask a few students to share their thinking. 
Explain that just as American society has changed over the past 100 years, so too do all societies in the world, past and present. Historians are interested in how and why societies change. Point out that you have added a question to the Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart: How do societies change? 
Today students will learn about cause and effect and the language historians use to discuss change. For now, they will focus on everyday situations; soon they will apply this type of thinking to understanding how and why Chinese society changed.
Display and distribute Introduction to Cause and Effect Thinking. Briefly introduce the language of cause and effect, asking students to define each. Point out that affect is the verb form of effect. 
Use the Introduction to Cause and Effect Thinking handout to run a mini lesson on cause and effect thinking. In each section, model one, ask students to do the others with a seat partner, and then quickly debrief. In sections II and III, focus on helping students distinguish between cause and effect and other types of relationships. In section II, when students create their own cause and effect pairs, you might write three possibilities on the board (e.g., “The weather was beautiful,” “The games were fun,” “The students were in ninth grade”) and ask students which one is not a cause. In section III, discuss the difference between a sequence of events and a cause-effect relationship. You might write a list of four choices for the first chain on the board (e.g., “I did not wake up on time,” “My mother was mad,” “The sun was shining,” and “I missed my bus”) and ask students which two should go in the chain and which are not statements about cause. In section IV, introduce the idea of several possible causes and several possible effects for an event. 



	
Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Cause and Effect (5 minutes)
Display and distribute Exit Ticket: Cause and Effect.
Ask students to complete this individually and assure them this isn’t a quiz; it’s a way for you to understand who has mastered this and who needs additional support.

	
Homework

	Read “The Silk Road: East Meets West” and complete “The Silk Road” Strong Reader note-catcher.
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Entry Task: Adding to Understanding a Society Chart 
	Name:

	Date:



Directions: Today you will synthesize what you learned from reading Ancient China. You will add statements to each category on your Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart. The statements you add should synthesize your reading, explain important ideas about this aspect of society, and be in your own words.

Which of the following statements about government would be best to add to your Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart? Circle the best choice and explain why.

	Sample A
	Sample B
	Sample C

	China was ruled by an emperor, who was part of a dynasty. The emperor had all the power, but a large civil service helped to administer the empire.
	In China, the emperor was at the top of the social ladder: He and the royal family possessed the most power and wealth.
	Emperor Yang Di built the Grand Canal to improve transportation in China.





Understanding a Society: Ancient China
(For Teacher Reference)


	Aspect of society
	Significant facts 
	Vocabulary to know

	Government
	China was ruled by an emperor, who was part of a dynasty. The emperor had all the power, but a large civil service helped to administer the empire.

People who wanted to be in the civil service had to pass a very difficult examination. 

Civil servants collected taxes, kept written records, carried out and enforced laws, and supervised large building projects. 
	dynasty, emperor, empire, imperial, civil service, bureaucracy, aristocrat, administration


	Economy
	Some important jobs in ancient China were peasant (farmer), artisan, and merchant.

Long-distance trade, both by land (on the Silk Road) and by sea, was important to the Chinese economy. China traded silk, porcelain, and spices. 
	merchants, Silk Road, artisans


	Culture
	Three important religions in ancient China were Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism. 

The Chinese were technologically advanced and produced many inventions that spread to other parts of the world, including the magnetic compass, gunpowder, printing, silk making, and paper.

In order to pass the civil service exam, people studied the writings of Confucius.

Chinese writing is about 6,000 years old and is based on characters.

Chinese medicine focused on bringing the body back to its natural balance.
	Confucianism, Buddhism, compass, gunpowder, paper, printing press, porcelain





Understanding a Society: Ancient China
(For Teacher Reference)


	Aspect of society
	Significant facts 
	Vocabulary to know

	Social groups
	The emperor and his family were at the top of society. They were very powerful, very wealthy, and very respected. They lived in palaces, wore expensive clothes, and participated in entertainment like polo and watching musicians.

The aristocrats were rich, land-owning families. Their sons often became civil servants, some of whom served the emperor at court.

Civil servants were highly respected, as they were literate. Most but not all came from wealthy families.
Artisans were respected, though not as much as civil servants, because they made the goods that everyone needed, such as tools, furniture, and weapons.

Peasants were valued because of their important work in producing food. However, their lives were hard. They lived on small plots of land and often had to give away or sell much of what they produced. They lived in small mud and straw houses and wore plain clothes. They often had to work part of the year on large imperial building projects.
	aristocrats, merchants, scholars, artisans, peasants



	Environment
	(Statements based on map work in Lesson 7)

Since good farmland is scarce in some parts of China, farmers often created terraced fields.

The Grand Canal, built around 600 AD, greatly improved transportation in China.

The Great Wall of China was a huge wall built along China’s northern border to protect it from invasion.
	Grand Canal, Great Wall



Introduction to Cause and Effect Thinking
	Name:

	Date:



Cause: a factor or an event that makes something else happen 
Effect: an event that is caused by something else

I. Distinguishing between cause and effect
Directions: In the following sentence pairs, one is the cause and one is the effect. Write a C next to the cause and an E next to the effect.

	I fell down.
I skinned my knee.

	I felt sick to my stomach.
I ate too much dinner.

	There was a snowstorm in D.C.
Schools were closed.



II. Making cause-effect pairs.
Directions: We can represent cause and effect pairs with the graphic organizer below. Fill this one in, either with your own ideas or with one of the sentence pairs above.
EFFECT
CAUSE








Now practice by filling in the empty part of each cause/effect pair.


I forgot to study my vocabulary words.


The students enjoyed field day.












Introduction to Cause and Effect Thinking

III. Creating cause-effect chains
Directions: Write possible events in the missing parts of these two cause-effect chains. 
My alarm clock didn’t go off.
I was late to school.






My basketball team won the tournament.







IV. Considering multiple causes and effects
Directions: Many events have multiple causes and effects. Fill in the empty boxes below.




I got into my first-choice college.
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Exit Ticket: Cause and Effect
	Name:

	Date:



Directions: Fill out the two cause-effect maps below. Pay attention to which is a sequence of causes or effects and which is just a list of different causes and effects. There are lots of ways to do this correctly! There are some ideas below, but you are also welcome to use your own ideas.

The team advanced to the final round of the tournament.
The team practiced every day.
The team played excellent defense.
The coach was very proud.
The team won the semifinal game of the tournament.
The team developed a number of winning plays.
All of the team members practiced their serves every day.The volleyball team won the tournament.




The volleyball team won the semifinal round in the tournament.
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“The Silk Road” Strong Reader Note-catcher
	Name:

	Date:



Directions: Use the Strong Reader protocol to closely read “The Silk Road: East Meets West.”

Before you read: What’s your purpose for reading this text? What are you hoping to learn?
What was the Silk Road? Why is it important?

	First Read: Flow and Sourcing

Quick read to get the big picture
	What is the text about?


What kind of text is it? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Second Read: Construct Meaning

Read and annotate
(1) write gist in margins
(2) circle unknown words
(3) underline important parts
	Write the gist next to each section.

Words/phrases to focus on: 
link—

allies, alliance: countries that agree to help each other, especially militarily; an arrangement in which countries agree to help each other

crucial—

seaport—

goods— 





“The Silk Road” Strong Reader Note-catcher

	Third Read: Analyze Craft and Purpose 

Answer the questions to the right.
	1. The text says, “Long before globalization, the Silk Road bound the known world together.” What evidence does the text include to support this statement?









2. Why were goods in China so expensive by the time they reached Rome?











After you read: What did this text help you understand about the Silk Road? What are you still wondering?
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