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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 12

The Civil Service Exam System:
Evidence and Analysis 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze how the civil service examination system affected China. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23)
Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)

· Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. (CCSS RH.9–10.3)

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. (CCSS RH.9–10.4)

· Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8-12.9 and by C3 Framework D2.His.14.9–12, D2His.15.9–12)
	End of Unit 1 Assessment 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can gather and analyze evidence about how the civil service examination system affected ancient China.
	“The Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader note-catcher
Civil Service Exam System evidence chart


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Assessing Homework (10 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. Independent Practice: Third Read of “The Song Confucian Revival” (15 minutes)

B. Guided Practice: Gathering and Analyzing Evidence about the Effects of the Exam System (30 minutes)
3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket: Evidence and Analysis (5 minutes)
4. Homework

Gather evidence for the Civil Service Exam System evidence chart from the article “Exam Time.” You should be able to find at least three pieces of evidence: two for government and one for social groups. Then add one analysis statement to the government section of your evidence chart. 


	· Entry Task: Assessing Homework (one per student)

·  “The Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader note-catcher (from Lesson 11; one per student)
· “The Song Confucian Revival” article (from Lesson 11; one per student)
· Civil Service Exam System evidence chart (one per student and one to display)

· “Social Mobility and Curricular Uniformity under the Confucian System” paragraph (one per student and one to display; see Teaching Notes)
· Civil Service Exam System evidence chart (for teacher reference)

· Exit Ticket: Evidence and Analysis (one per student)
· “Exam Time” (from Lesson 11; one per student) 


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students begin to gather the evidence they will use in the writing task in Lesson 13, which is a paragraph that explains how the civil service examination system affected ancient Chinese society. This lesson emphasizes finding evidence from a text and putting it in their own words and stresses the difference between evidence and analysis. Evidence is defined not only as quotes or specific facts, but as any information or ideas that students find directly in the text. Analysis is the thinking that students do about this evidence, when they compare, connect, and explain it. 
· This lesson allows students to self-assess on some of the reading skills that will be included on the End of Unit 1 Assessment. 
· The lesson uses one paragraph from “The Confucian Classics & the Civil Service Examinations” from Asia for Educators, an online resource from Columbia University. 


	Teaching Notes (citation)

	· Citation: “The Confucian Classics & the Civil Service Examinations.” Asia for Educators. Columbia University, n.d. Web. May 2015. <http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/cosmos/irc/classics.htm>.

· Suggestions for use: In Work Time B, the teacher uses the last paragraph of this text (subtitled “Social Mobility and Curricular Uniformity under the Confucian System”). When you access the article, consider how you might format it to best support students (e.g., consider double-spacing the text, indenting paragraphs, setting generous margins, and using at least 12-point type).

· Work Time B involves extensive modeling. Familiarize yourself with the task and the text in order to effectively support students during work time. 
· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Review instructions for Work Time B. This part of the lesson includes extensive modeling; the more familiar you are with the task and the text, the more effectively you will be able to support your students. Consider rehearsing this part of the lesson in advance with a colleague.
· Complete the “The Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader note-catcher in order to familiarize yourself with it.
· Prepare the last paragraph (subtitled “Social Mobility and Curricular Uniformity under the Confucian System”) from “The Confucian Classics & the Civil Service Examinations.”


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for further differentiation

	social mobility, theoretically, uniformity
landholding class, aspire, crucial, objectivity, command, prestige, plummeted
	· During Work Time A, consider working with a small group of students who struggled in Lesson 11 with the close read of “Exam Time.” 
· This lesson includes opportunities for students to notice how they are doing with some of the reading skills that will be evaluated in the End of Unit 1 Assessment. Consider how you might provide additional support to those who realize they are struggling with these skills.

· You may wish to have advanced students write an essay rather than a paragraph in Lesson 13. Look ahead to this lesson and consider what additional materials or instructions they might need. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Assessing Homework (10 minutes)
· Display and distribute Entry Task: Assessing Homework. Invite students to take out their homework (both the “The Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader note-catcher and the article “The Song Confucian Revival”). They will need to refer to them during the entry task. 
· As students work, circulate to check for homework completion. 
· Call on several students to share out. Remind them that the End of Unit 1 Assessment will assess them on their ability to identify the gist of a section of text and to identify the meanings of new words using context clues. Urge them to consider their homework as a formative assessment, giving them information on whether they need additional practice with these skills.
· Direct students’ attention to the posted learning target and ask a student to read it aloud. Point out that today they will focus on gathering and analyzing evidence, but that the topic—how the exam system affected China—remains the same. Ask a student to explain how the exam system relates to the question of a just society.


	Work Time

	A. Independent Practice: Third Read of “The Song Confucian Revival” (15 minutes)

· Invite students to independently complete the third-read questions on the “The Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader note-catcher.
· Briefly review answers and ask students to correct their work.
· Point out that this, like Lesson 11’s homework, provides them with information on their ability to identify cause and effect statements in a text. This will also be assessed on the End of Unit 1 Assessment.

	B. Guided Practice: Gathering and Analyzing Evidence about the Effects of the Exam System (30 minutes)
· Congratulate students on their growing expertise with the civil service exam system. 
· Display and distribute Civil Service Exam System evidence chart and tell students that they will begin gathering evidence for an informational piece of writing that explains the effects of the civil service exam system on ancient Chinese society. Explain that you will first model this, and then they will gather more evidence on their own.

· Distribute and display the final paragraph, “Social Mobility and Curricular Uniformity under the Confucian System” of “The Confucian Classics & the Civil Service Examinations.” 


	Work Time (continued)

	· Read the text aloud, and then define some key words (consider discussing social mobility, theoretically, uniformity). Consider helping students orally process by having them turn and talk about these two questions:

· Why was the civil service examination system a means of social mobility?

· How did the civil service examination system promote curricular uniformity in China? How did that affect Chinese culture?

· Model for students how you might gather evidence from this text. Remind them that evidence is information or ideas from a text and comes in many forms. Sometimes, historians gather quotes as evidence, in which they keep everything word-for-word the way it is found in the text. Other times, they take the words from the text and paraphrase it, or put it into their own words. You might say something like: “I see that this text is really about two things: social mobility and the effect of a single curriculum. So I’m going to take the first idea, that the civil service exam system promoted social mobility, and I’m going to ask myself which aspect of society that addresses. Since social mobility refers to the ability of a person to be born in one social class and move to another, I’m going to put this evidence in the “social groups” aspect of society. Now I’m going to reread the part of the text that addresses this [reread first few sentences] to make sure I understand it. Then I’m going to put the text to the side and try to say that idea in my own words. I’m going to write [and scribe]: ‘The civil service exam system promoted social mobility because anyone who passed an exam could become a government official, even if that person was born in a lower social class.’ Notice that this is evidence rather than analysis, because it is information from the text. Putting something in my own words is different from analysis. I am going to gather more evidence, and then I’ll look at all the evidence for a particular aspect and think about how I might analyze this evidence.”
· Repeat this process for the idea of curricular uniformity (which is part of culture), this time asking various students to assist you. Again, scribe an answer, which might be something like: “All schools, even primary schools, taught the Confucian texts on which the civil service exam system was based.” 

· Invite students to work with a specific Dance Card partner to gather evidence from the reading they did for homework, “The Song Confucian Revival.” Evidence in this article focuses on how the exam system affected government; you may want to provide this hint to students.

· Circulate to provide assistance and to notice particularly strong work, as you will ask those students to share.

· After 10 minutes, invite the students you identified to share the evidence they found. As they share, scribe their work and invite other students to add this evidence to their charts. See the Civil Service Exam System evidence chart (for teacher reference) for guidance about what they might share.

· Finally, model analysis. You might return to the “Culture” row on the evidence chart, as students aren’t likely to add more evidence to this row. Explain to students: “Analysis is my thinking about the evidence I found in these texts. To analyze my evidence, I’m going to ask myself: Why did these effects [point to that column] matter? Overall, how did they affect this aspect of society? When I look at that evidence about the uniform curriculum and then I ask myself how that affected what people believed and what was important to them, I understand that the reason this mattered was that since everyone studied the same texts, and since those texts all shared the same philosophy, that this meant that Confucian values were very important in all parts of Chinese society. So I’m going to write that down in the analysis column [scribe this].”

· Ask students to look at the evidence they have for government so far and try to come up with some analysis. Partner work will benefit students here. The analysis can be based on one or more pieces of evidence. Ask for students to share out. Scribe one or two strong answers and encourage students to write them down.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Evidence and Analysis (5 minutes)
· Distribute and display Exit Ticket: Evidence and Analysis.

· Ask students to complete this individually, and then quickly debrief, focusing on helping them identify the qualities of strong evidence and the difference between evidence and analysis.

· Collect these and use them as formative assessment. Consider how you might provide additional support to students whose exit tickets indicate misunderstandings. 
· Encourage students to keep these ideas in mind as they do their homework. 


	Homework

	· Gather evidence for the Civil Service Exam System evidence chart from the article “Exam Time.” You should be able to find at least three pieces of evidence: two for government and one for social groups. Then add one analysis statement to the government section of your evidence chart.


Entry Task: Assessing Homework
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Refer to the text “The Song Confucian Revival” and your “The Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader note-catcher to complete this entry task.

1. Which gist statement below is the strongest for the first section of the reading, “Scholar-Officials of the Song”? Circle it and explain your thinking.

	Sample A
	Sample B
	Sample C

	The Song period saw the full flowering of one of the most distinctive features of Chinese civilization—the scholar-official class certified through highly competitive civil service examinations. 
	During the Song dynasty, scholar officials were respected for their learning and had power because they filled government jobs.
	Scholar-officials were inspired by their Confucian education to criticize people in power who were not behaving well.


I chose Sample ____ because …
2. What is the best definition for the word plummeted in this sentence? “Because the number of available posts did not change, a candidate’s changes of passing plummeted, reaching as low as one in 333 in some prefectures.”

a. gradually decreased

b. gradually increased

c. dropped quickly

d. vanished completely

Underline two words or phrases in the paragraph that provide clues to the meaning of this word.

In Song times exam success came to carry such prestige that the number of men entering each competition grew steadily, from fewer than 30,000 early in the dynasty, to about 400,000 by the dynasty’s end. Because the number of available posts did not change, a candidate’s chances of passing plummeted, reaching as low as one in 333 in some prefectures.

Men often took the examinations several times, and were on average a little over 30 when they succeeded. The great majority of those who devoted years to preparing for the exams, however, never became officials.

Civil Service Exam System Evidence Chart 
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Gather evidence from your readings about the civil service examination system.
	Aspect of society
	How the civil service exam system affected this aspect of society

	
	Evidence
What information or ideas are in your readings about the effects of the civil service exam on this aspect of society?
	Analysis
Why did these effects matter? Overall, how did they affect this aspect of society?

	Government
	
	


Civil Service Exam System Evidence Chart 

	Aspect of society
	How the civil service exam system affected this aspect of society

	
	Evidence
What information or ideas are in your readings about the effects of the civil service exam on this aspect of society?
	Analysis
Why did these effects matter? Overall, how did they affect this aspect of society?

	Culture
	
	

	Social Groups
	
	


Civil Service Exam System Evidence Chart
(For Teacher Reference)
Directions: Gather evidence from your readings about the civil service examination system.
	Aspect of society
	How the civil service exam system affected this aspect of society

	
	Evidence
What information or ideas are in your readings about the effects of the civil service exam on this aspect of society?
	Analysis
Why did these effects matter? Overall, how did they affect this aspect of society?

	Government
	Because of their training in the Confucian texts, scholar-officials were willing to object when they thought people in government were acting wrongly. (Song Confucian Revival)

Starting in the Song dynasty, anyone who wanted to be a government official had to do well on a civil service examination. (Song Confucian Revival)

It was very competitive to become a government official. In some areas, less than one in 300 men who took the exam earned government jobs. (Song Confucian Revival)
This was a change from before, when many government officials were chosen because they had been born into aristocratic families. (Exam Time) 
This system of choosing officials encouraged many local powerful people to support the emperor, since they had an option to become government officials. (Exam Time)

All government officials shared a common language and Confucian values. (Exam Time)
	This meant that government was more likely to function well, since people might be criticized for being unwise or corrupt.

This meant that government officials were more likely to be qualified to do their jobs, since they had to pass a test, not just be born to a wealthy family.
This meant that the government was more stable and there were fewer civil wars.

This meant that government officials could work together more effectively. 

	Culture
	All schools, even primary schools, taught the Confucian texts on which the civil service exam system was based. (Social Mobility and Curricular Uniformity)


	This meant that Confucian values were important in all parts of Chinese society. 

	Social Groups
	The civil service exam system promoted social mobility because anyone who passed an exam could become a government official, even if that person was born in a lower social class. (Social Mobility and Curricular Uniformity)

Even though anyone could take the exam, in reality the people who could afford books and tutoring were almost always men from wealthy families. (Exam Time)

	This meant that the civil service exam did increase social mobility, but more in theory than in practice. 


Exit Ticket: Evidence and Analysis

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Reread the section below from the article “Exam Time.” Then decide which statement is evidence about how the exam system affected social groups and which statement is an analysis of that evidence. 
Quote from “Exam Time”:

“Still, for the small group of candidates who passed, the next step was the national exam. Those who passed that took the final test—the palace exam—in the capital. These candidates were received as gentlemen scholars by the emperor himself.… Despite the changes in the rules, those who could afford books and tutoring were largely members of upper-class families. They were also always men, except for a short period (AD 625–707) when Wu Zetian, China's only empress, ruled the country.”

	This meant that even though theoretically anyone could become a government official, in reality social mobility was more limited. 

	This statement is (circle one)  EVIDENCE    ANALYSIS
I can tell because … 




	The people who could afford the books and teaching necessary to do well on the exams were almost always men from wealthy families.

	This statement is (circle one)  EVIDENCE    ANALYSIS

I can tell because … 
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