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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 4

Introducing a Topic:
Planning the Hook and Introduction of a Historical Essay 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze the effects of the Black Death on Europe. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and C3 Framework D2.His.15.9–12)

Literacy

· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
· Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (CCSS WHST.9–10.2)
· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (CCSS WHST.9–10.4)

· Draw on evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)

	Formal Writing Assessment (Mid Unit 3 Assessment): Black Death essay 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can analyze a model essay in order to understand how to craft an introduction paragraph.
· I can plan a strong hook and introduction for a historical essay. 
	Essay Planner: Black Death Essay


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Introduction Paragraphs in the Model Essay (5 minutes)

2. Work Time

A. Analyzing the Model Essay: Hook and Introduction (25 minutes)

B. Independent Work Time: Planning a Hook and Introduction (25 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Homework Introduction (5 minutes)

4. Homework

Draft introduction paragraphs for the Black Death essay.
	· Entry Task: Introduction Paragraphs in Model Essay (one per student)

· Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam” (one per student; from Lesson 1)

· Essay Planner: Black Death Essay (one per student; from Lesson 2)

· “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low Europe’s Masses” (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 11)
· Excerpt from Boccaccio’s Decameron (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 13)
· Excerpt from The Black Death (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 13)



	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students analyze the two paragraphs that together make up the introduction of Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam.” Notice that the first paragraph of the model essay serves as a hook and previews the focus statement (the last sentence of the paragraph). The second paragraph of the model essay sets a purpose that is specific to history writing: It gives essential background information to the reader. This paragraph also ends with the focus statement, but expands on it so that the author’s main ideas are stated as well. It’s important to teach students both the purpose and the structure of these paragraphs so that they can plan and then draft their own introduction paragraphs. 
· In the lessons where students are actually writing their own essays, they use the model essay extensively. The goal of analyzing the model essay is to give students a clear idea of what the final product of the Black Death essay should look like. 
· In advance:
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	hook
	· For students who are learning English and/or who struggle, consider framing the purpose of the introductory paragraphs as the “job” of the paragraph, rather than the “purpose.”  


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Introduction Paragraphs in the Model Essay (5 minutes)
· Distribute the Entry Task: Introduction Paragraphs in Model Essay to students. 

· Prompt students to locate the Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam.” 

· Invite students to respond to the question “What kind of information does the author give in these two paragraphs?” by referring to the first two paragraphs of the model essay.


	Work Time

	A. Analyzing the Model Essay: Hook and Introduction (25 minutes)
· Invite students to discuss their responses to the entry task with a partner.
· Call on students to share out. Consider scribing their ideas. 
· Explain that these two paragraphs together are the author’s introduction. Mention that this structure might be different from other essays the students have written. 
· Ask students to turn and talk about the purpose that each introduction paragraph serves in the essay. Remind students that they need to refer to the rest of the essay in order to know what purpose the first two paragraphs serve. 
· Circulate, listening to student responses. Note students to call on during the whole class discussion about the purposes of these paragraphs, noting those whose ideas represent a common misconception and/or those who identify the purposes correctly. 

· Call on the students you identified as you circulated. Guide the discussion so that students understand that the first paragraph serves to hook the reader and the second paragraph serves to give essential historical information for the reader to understand the rest of the essay. 
· Ask students to turn and talk: “Where do you see the focus statement for this essay? How does the focus statement respond to the focusing question?”


	Work Time (continued)

	· Call on students to share out. Be sure that they identify that there are two places where the focus statement is communicated. In the first paragraph, the focus statement is previewed; in the second paragraph, the focus statement is clearly stated. 

· Ask students to turn and talk: “For your own introduction paragraphs, what information about the Black Death will be essential to include?”

· After about 5 minutes, refocus whole class. Call on students to share out and scribe their ideas.

	B. Independent Work Time: Planning a Hook and Introduction (25 minutes)

· Invite students to use their Essay Planner: Black Death Essay to plan their introduction paragraphs. Remind them that they need to hook their reader, craft a strong focus statement, and give essential background information to their readers. 
· Encourage students to refer to the articles they read in Unit 2 as necessary: “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low Europe’s Masses,” Excerpt from Boccaccio’s Decameron, and Excerpt from The Black Death.
· Circulate to ensure students’ work reflects an understanding of the purpose and structure of the introduction paragraphs. When needed, identify students who are doing strong work and ask them to share with the class in order to reinforce what information should be the focus of the introduction paragraphs. 


	Closing

	A. Homework Introduction (5 minutes)
· Let students know that their homework is to draft their introduction paragraphs. Emphasize how important it is to use their Essay Planner: Black Death Essay as they begin drafting. 


	Homework

	· Draft introduction paragraphs for the Black Death essay.


Entry Task: Introduction Paragraphs in the Model Essay

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Respond to the following question by referring to the first two paragraphs of the model essay. 
What kind of information does the author give in these two paragraphs?
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