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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 3

Elaborating on Evidence:
Planning the Body Paragraphs of a Historical Essay



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze the effects of the Black Death on Europe. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and C3 Framework D2.His.15.9–12)

Literacy

· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
· Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (CCSS WHST.9-10.2)
· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (CCSS WHST.9–10.4)

· Draw on evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)

	Formal Writing Assessment (Mid Unit 3 Assessment): Black Death essay 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can discuss historical evidence with my peers. 
· I can elaborate on historical evidence in order to plan strong body paragraphs. 
	Essay Planner: Black Death Essay


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Revisiting the Model Essay (5 minutes)
2. Work Time

A. Elaborating on Evidence: Body Paragraph 1 (25 minutes)

B. Elaborating on Evidence: Body Paragraph 2 (25 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Homework Introduction (5 minutes)

4. Homework

Complete any remaining planning for the body paragraphs of the Black Death essay.
	· Entry Task: Revisiting the Model Essay (one per student)

· Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay (one per student; from Lesson 1)

· Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam” (one per student; from Lesson 1)

· Essay Planner: Black Death Essay (one per student; from Lesson 2)

· Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 11)
· Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart (answers, for teacher reference; from Unit 2, Lesson 16)



	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students plan the body paragraphs for their Black Death essays. The work of elaborating on the evidence is challenging to many students. Giving students time to talk through their evidence is an important support as they engage in this aspect of historical thinking. Consider which students may need additional support and prioritize checking in with those students during this lesson. 
· If any students are writing more than two body paragraphs, consider whether they need time to talk through additional body paragraphs with other students or if they will plan those additional body paragraphs independently. Adjust class time for those students accordingly. 
· In advance:
· Determine triads for Work Times A and B.
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	elaborate on evidence

	· For students who struggle, consider providing sentence stems that prompt elaboration on evidence. 




	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Revisiting the Model Essay (5 minutes)
· Distribute the Entry Task: Revisiting the Model Essay and completed Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay to students. 

· Prompt students to take out Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam.” 
· Invite students to respond to the question “What did the author of the model essay do to ‘elaborate on the evidence’?” by referring to the first body paragraph on the Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay and the first body paragraph of Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam.”


	Work Time

	A. Elaborating on Evidence: Body Paragraph 1 (25 minutes)
· Invite students to turn and talk about their answer to the question: “What did the author of the model essay do to ‘elaborate on the evidence’?”
· Call on students to share out. Listen for them to say something like: “In the first body paragraph, the author of the model essay writes, ‘In contrast to worshipping statues that represented gods, Muslims believed that Allah did not take a form that humans could comprehend.’ She then elaborates on that evidence with more detail when she writes, ‘They decorated their mosques with verses from the Koran and patterns rather than trying to represent God. One of the most famous mosques in the world, the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, shows this clearly: It is beautifully decorated with patterned tiles and calligraphy, but has no images at all either inside or outside the building.’”
· Explain that the focus of today’s lesson is elaborating on the evidence of body paragraphs. To do this, they will focus on their Essay Planner: Black Death Essay. 
· Let students know that they will engage in the same kind of thinking that the author of the model essay did. They will work with two other students to consider questions such as “What was involved in this change?” and “Why was this change important?” Referring to their Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart may help them, as it includes some analysis. 
· Invite students to join their triads and talk through the first body paragraph of their own Essay Planner: Black Death Essay. Remind students to capture their thinking on their essay planners, in the box labeled “Elaboration on Evidence.”
· Circulate to gauge students’ understandings and address misconceptions. Notice which students are accurately elaborating on the evidence, paying particular attention to students who are restating evidence rather than elaborating on it. The Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart (answers, for teacher reference) may be useful.
· After about 5 minutes, refocus students whole class. Call on one or two students who accurately elaborated on the evidence to share their thinking with the class. Point out what is accurate and/or strong about what the student(s) shared.  


	Work Time (continued)

	· Prompt students to return to their group discussions. Remind students that it is good practice to revise their work when they have a new understanding. 

· After 5 minutes, refocus students whole class. Ask several additional students to share out how they elaborated on the evidence in their first body paragraph. Praise students for having the courage to share, but be sure to clearly identify which student ideas are strong and which still represent some misunderstanding of what it means to elaborate on the evidence. Ensure that all students have strong ideas in the box “Elaboration on Evidence” for the first body paragraphs on their essay planners.

	B. Elaborating on Evidence: Body Paragraph 2 (25 minutes)

· Invite students to follow the same process for their second body paragraph. 
· As students are working, circulate to ensure they are recording accurate ideas on their essay planners. When needed, identify students who are doing strong work and ask them to share with the class in order to reinforce what it means to elaborate on evidence. 
· Be sure that all students have strong ideas in the “Elaboration on Evidence” box on the essay planner for the second body paragraph. 


	Closing

	A. Homework Introduction (5 minutes)
· Let students know that their homework is to complete any remaining planning for their body paragraphs. It is important that all the thinking for the body paragraphs is done so that students can work on their hook and introduction in the next class. 


	Homework

	· Complete any remaining planning for the body paragraphs of the Black Death essay.


Entry Task: Revisiting the Model Essay

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Respond to the following question by referring to the first body paragraph on the completed model essay planner and the first body paragraph of the model essay. 
What did the author of the model essay do to “elaborate on the evidence”?
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