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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 1

Introducing Islam: 

Identifying Questions and Building Background Knowledge



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Explain the origins, central beliefs, and spread of Islam. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.1, WHI.2, WHI3, WHI.18, WHI.19)
Literacy

· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)
	Mid-Unit 2 Assessment

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can identify what I already know and what I wonder about Islam.

· I can respectfully participate in a conversation about Islam. 
	Poster Session note-catcher


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: What I Know/What I Wonder (5 minutes) 
B. Framing (10 minutes)

2. Work Time

A. Poster Session: Exploring Islam (25 minutes)

B. Debrief Poster Session (10 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket: Setting a Purpose for Reading (5 minutes)  
B. Introducing Homework (5 minutes)
4. Homework

Read “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent” and complete the “Understanding Islam” Strong Reader note-catcher.
	· Entry Task: What I Know/What I Wonder (one per student)
· What We Wonder about Islam anchor chart (to display; co-constructed with students in Opening and Closing)

· Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart (to display; from Unit 1, Lesson 1; also included in supporting materials)

· Discussion Norms anchor chart (begun in Unit 1, Lesson 1)

· Artifacts about Islam (to display; see suggested list in supporting materials)

· Poster Session note-catcher (one to display and one per student)

· “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent” (one per student; see Teaching Notes)

· “Understanding Islam” Strong Reader note-catcher (one per student)




	Teaching Notes

	· Lessons in Units 2 and 3 are less detailed than those in Unit 1. The bullet points under each agenda item in the lesson sequence are often reminders rather than step-by-step directions. Complete the student assignments before teaching each lesson to better understand what students will be doing and where they might need extra support. Continue to provide students with guidance and feedback in using protocols, completing work to high quality, and engaging in constructive pair and group discussion. Though lessons no longer specifically list it, continue to use the Discussion Norms anchor chart and other similar materials.
· This lesson begins the study of another medieval society. Note that this isn’t really about one society: One characteristic of Islam is that it created a more unified society out of what had been many different societies. Take time at the start of this lesson to frame the first half of Unit 2 for students; consider returning to the timeline students created in Unit 1, Lessons 6 and 7 to orient students chronologically. 
· Consider how to articulate the specific connection between the study of the origins of Islam and the guiding questions of the year: Religion has played and continues to play an important role in society. Religion often shapes values (including beliefs about justice). It is easy to have misconceptions about religion, and studying the origins and spread of Islam will help students both understand another medieval society and have a better understanding of the world today.


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· Although these lessons focus on the origins of Islam, rather than Islam in the modern world, the study of Islam is likely to spark stronger student responses than the study of ancient China. This lesson is designed to help students articulate what they already know and wonder about this topic. Consider the Poster Session to be a formative assessment regarding students’ current level of understanding of Islam and its origins. 
· The framing in Opening B is essential, as it helps students understand the norms for a respectful conversation about a current issue. Consider the particular needs and responses of your students to this topic and plan this conversation accordingly. It is useful to be explicit about the types of comments and questions that are/are not respectful. To avoid the “they think”/“we think” problem, you may wish to suggest and model a norm of stating “Muslims believe …” If you are not familiar with this topic, you may also wish to do some background reading of your own so that you can respond clearly to questions (and misunderstandings). Consider The African and Middle Eastern World, 600–1500 (2005) by Randall Pouwels, which is part of the Oxford University Press series The Medieval and Early Modern World. 

· The Poster Session requires a variety of artifacts related to Islam (see supporting materials). You may also wish to add other sources. 
· For homework, students read the article “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent,” which is available through the Gale database and through other online databases. Teachers and students who have authorized access to this resource may print out a copy for classroom use. We encourage you to always abide by the terms and conditions of the service or platform in making use of copyrighted material.
· Citation: Allam, Abeer. “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent. (World History).” Junior Scholastic 29 Nov. 2002: 10+. General OneFile. Web. 13 May 2015.
Gale Document Number: GALE|A94960241.
· Suggestions for use: Students closely read this article. When you access the article, consider how you might format it to best support students (e.g., consider double-spacing the text, indenting paragraphs, setting generous margins, and using at least 12-point type).
· In advance:
· Plan the conversation in Opening B. Consider consulting with a colleague about what would be effective for your students. 
· Prepare a flip chart for the What We Wonder about Islam anchor chart.
· Review the Poster Session protocol. Notice that students use a note-catcher rather than a scorecard. 
· Gather materials for the Poster Session and set them up.
· Prepare “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent.”
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	Islam, Muslim, religion
	· Consider which artifact each student will begin with; some artifacts are more challenging to present than others.
· If you teach Muslim students, consider what will make this a safe space for them: Make sure their voices can be heard, but that they are not called on to explain their faith or speak for all Muslims.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: What I Know/What I Wonder (5 minutes)
· Distribute Entry Task: What I Think I Know/What I Wonder. 
· Ask students to share out. Chart some of their “wonders” on the What We Wonder about Islam anchor chart.

	B. Framing (10 minutes)

· Introduce this topic of study. Make sure students know the relationship between the two words: Islam and Muslim. Refer to the Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart and explain that as they explore the origins and spread of Islam, students will investigate these two questions: What is a just society? How have ideas about a just society changed and stayed the same? and How do societies change?
· Review the learning targets.
· Discuss what a respectful conversation about a religion looks like. Add to the Discussion Norms anchor chart as appropriate. 


	Work Time

	A. Poster Session: Exploring Islam (25 minutes)

· Review the Poster Session protocol. Explain that everyone is exploring together so you’re not giving presenters \much time to prepare: Presenters will only be introducing the artifact and then leading the discussion of it, not presenting about it in detail. 
· Assign students to artifacts about Islam. Give students 3 minutes to prepare.
· Regroup students; have them move through the artifacts. Remind them to hold their ideas on the Poster Session note-catcher. Suggest that they look for answers to some of the questions they identified in Opening A.

· Debrief the process of the protocol, asking students to notice and name what they did well with meeting expectations for movement and conversation. Provide feedback about the second learning target.

	B. Debrief Poster Session (10 minutes)

· Lead a debrief of what students noticed and wondered.

· Update the What We Wonder about Islam anchor chart.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Setting a Purpose for Reading (5 minutes)  
· Distribute “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent” and the “Understanding Islam” Strong Reader note-catcher.
· Guide students to add two questions to the “Before you read” section.

	B. Introducing Homework (5 minutes)
· Either read the article aloud or review words that students may have a difficult time pronouncing. Do not preview content; the purpose of this is fluency with new vocabulary. 


	Homework

	· Read “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent” and complete the “Understanding Islam” Strong Reader note-catcher.


Entry Task: What I Know/What I Wonder
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Today we will begin a unit about the origins, beliefs, and spread of Islam. Take a few minutes to consider what you already know and wonder about this topic.
	What do you know?
	What do you wonder?

	
	


Module 1 Guiding Questions

	What is a just society? How have ideas about a just society changed and stayed the same over time?

	Just: morally right, fair, deserved; guided by truth, justice, reason, and fairness


	Society: Society is how people live together in an organized way. It includes government, economy, social groups, culture, and environment.


	How do societies change?



Suggested Artifacts for Poster Session

1. Two images of mosques

Al Aqsa Mosque or Great Mosque of Damascus (Umayyad Mosque)

Modern American mosque (ideally in your community)

2. Map of the spread of Islam. There is a good one available in the “Islam” entry in the World Religions Reference Library, which is available on the Gale resource World History in Context.
3. Images of the Koran, ideally showing Arabic script with English translation. This Web site has both, plus optional audio: www.quran.com/1.
4. Excerpts from Benazir Bhutto’s speech at the International Women’s Conference in 1995 (see supporting materials in Lesson 7).

5. Two quotes from the National Geographic article that students read beginning in Lesson 3: 
Source: Belt, Don. “The World of Islam: A Fifth of Humankind Follows Islam, the Fastest Growing and Perhaps Most Misunderstood Religion on Earth.” National Geographic Jan. 2002: 76+. General OneFile. Web. 13 May 2015.
Quote #1:

“The term itself, Islam, is an Arabic word meaning ‘submission to God,’ with its etymological roots firmly planted in salam, or peace. That may come as a surprise to many nonMuslims, whose perceptions of the faith have been skewed by terrorists, many from the Middle East, whose unspeakable acts in the name of Islam have been condemned by leaders everywhere.

“‘Peace is the essence of Islam,’ says Prince E1 Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, brother of the late King Hussein and a descendant of the Prophet Muhammad. Prince El Hassan helps lead the World Conference on Religion and Peace and spends much of his energy building bridges of understanding between the Muslim world and the West. ‘Respecting the sanctity of life is the cornerstone of our faith,’ he says, ‘and of all great faiths.’”
Suggested Artifacts for Poster Session

Quote #2: 
“As Europe rose to glory during the Renaissance and beyond, the Islamic world continued to thrive after the creation of the Ottoman Empire in the late 1200s. This powerful state fell at the end of World War I, resulting in the subdivision of its mostly Muslim lands into the Middle Eastern countries we know today.

“Although a few Muslim nations are wealthy from oil resources, most are poor and increasingly demoralized by their position in the world. Few Muslim societies enjoy the range of civil liberties that Western nations take for granted, such as freedom of expression and the right to vote in a fair election. And their populations are booming: Four people out of ten in Muslim countries are under the age of 15.”
6. Data about the Muslim population in the world today. Consider a graph or table from the Pew Research Center on Religion and Public Life, available here: http://www.pewforum.org/2009/10/07/mapping-the-global-muslim-population/.

7. Video clip of the Muslim call to prayer in modern-day Cairo.

You can find this in the video that you use starting in Lesson 2.

PBS. Islam: Empire of Faith.

Disc 1, minutes 0–1:45.

Poster Session Note-catcher
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use this note-catcher to record your thinking during the Poster Session.
Examine your own artifact. Plan your presentation:

· What is the name of this artifact?
· What type of source is this? Primary or secondary?
· What is one thing this source helped you understand about Islam?

As you view the other artifacts, hold your thinking here.
	Artifact name
	What do you notice about the origins, beliefs, and spread of Islam?
	What do you wonder about the origins, beliefs, and spread of Islam?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Poster Session Note-catcher
	Artifact name
	What do you notice about the origins, beliefs, and spread of Islam?
	What do you wonder about the origins, beliefs, and spread of Islam?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


“Understanding Islam” Strong Reader Note-catcher
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use the Strong Reader protocol to closely read “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent.”
  
Before you read: What’s your purpose for reading this text? What are you hoping to learn?

What are the origins and major features of Islam?

My two questions:

	First Read: Flow and Sourcing

Quick read to get the big picture
	 What is the text about?

    What kind of a text is it? Primary or secondary source?

	Second Read: Construct Meaning

Read and annotate
(1) gist in margins
(2) circle unknown words
(3) underline important parts
	Write the gist next to each section.

Words/phrases to focus on: 
Revelations: an event or message that is from God

Scriptures
Sects   

Islam

Muslim

Mohammad

Koran

Allah


“Understanding Islam” Strong Reader Note-catcher

	Third Read: Analyze Craft and Purpose 

Answer the questions to the right.
	1. What does the text state and suggest are key teachings of Islam?
2. Why does the text start and end with the story of Rehan?

3. How does the text explain the relationship between Islam and terrorism?

4. What do you think the purpose of the author of this article is? What makes you think that?




� Allam, Abeer. "Understanding Islam its birth and ascent. (World History)." Junior Scholastic 29 Nov. 2002: 10+. General OneFile. Web. 13 May 2015.
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