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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 13

Responses to the Black Death:

Analyzing Primary Sources



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Describe what happened when the Black Death came to Europe. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)
· Draw on primary sources about the Black Death to evaluate the extent to which European society’s immediate responses to the catastrophe of the Black Death were just. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)
Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. (CCSS RH.9–10.4)
· Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources. (CCSS RH.9–10.9)

· Draw on evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)

· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, MACS.8–12.6, MACS.8–12.9 and C3 Framework D2.His.14.9–12, D2His.15.9–12)
	End of Unit 2 Assessment
Formal Writing Assessment (in Unit 3): Black Death essay 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can closely read a primary source to evaluate responses to the Black Death.

· I can compare a primary and a secondary source about the same topic.
	Responses to the Black Death note-catcher


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Sorting Sources (10 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. First and Second Read: Boccaccio’s Decameron (30 minutes)
B. Partner Work: Responses to the Black Death in the Decameron (15 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Introducing Homework (5 minutes) 
4. Homework

Read pages 86–91 of The Black Death and complete first- and second-read questions on the Chapter 6 Strong Reader note-catcher.
	· Entry Task: Sorting Sources (one per student)
· Excerpt from Boccaccio’s Decameron (one to display and one per student)

· Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart (begun in Unit 1, Lesson 10)

· Decameron quote cards (one card per pair; there are six different cards)

· Responses to the Black Death note-catcher (one to display and one per student; from Lesson 12)
· Excerpt from The Black Death (one per student; see Teaching Notes)

· Chapter 6 Strong Reader note-catcher (one per student)




	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson and in Lesson 14, students explore what happened when the Black Death came to Italy. They have built some background knowledge about this from reading “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low Europe’s Masses.”  In this lesson, they work with a primary source: Boccaccio’s Decameron. In the next lesson, they analyze a secondary source that relies heavily on quantitative data. They draw on these three sources to prepare for the Socratic Seminar in Lesson 15, which is focused on whether or not these responses to the catastrophe were just. Working with a set of sources related to a topic is good practice for the End of Unit 2 Assessment, in which they will do this with sources related to the effects of the Black Death.

· In the Opening, students look at brief quotes from three sources.  Since students are trying to determine source based on context, the sources of the quotes are not named on the handout.  The first two quotes are from The Black Death (see full citation below).  The third quote is from one of Petrarch’s Letters on Familiar Matters (this one to Louis Heyligen in May of 1349) included in Discovering the Global Past, vol. 1. (Wiesner et al, Houghton Mifflin, 2007). 
· Near the end of this lesson, students receive Excerpt from The Black Death. Students will use this packet over a number of upcoming lessons. 
· Citation: Zahler, Diane. The Black Death. Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books, 2009. Print.


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· Suggestions for use:  The excerpt includes Chapters 6 and 7 from The Black Death. EL has obtained permission for classroom use of this excerpt in connection with this curriculum.  Available for free as part of the World History Module 1 text packet on EL’s Web site:  www.commoncoresuccess.eleducation.org.
· In advance:
· Post second-read directions (see Work Time A).
· Copy and cut up Decameron quote cards.
· Prepare Excerpt from The Black Death.
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	supplication, malady, occasioned, uncharitable, temperately, moderately, diverting, preservation, gratify
	· Consider working directly in Work Time A with a small group of students who need more support.

· Continue focusing struggling readers on a smaller portion of the text (three or four paragraphs) in Work Time A.
· Consider working directly with struggling readers in Work Time B.

· The reading homework is challenging. If you have struggling readers, consider giving them additional vocabulary support. If many of your students are struggling readers, consider adding a lesson here and doing the reading assignment in class, where you can provide more support.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Sorting Sources (10 minutes)
· Distribute the Entry Task: Sorting Sources, and ask students to complete it independently. 
· Lead a brief share.
· Review the learning targets. Connect this work to the Socratic Seminar in Lesson 15 and the End of Unit 2 Assessment in Lesson 16. 
· As time permits, invite several students to share out their Black Death tweets from homework. You might ask for some tweets about what happened, some about just responses, and others about unjust responses.


	Work Time

	A. First and Second Read: Boccaccio’s Decameron (30 minutes)

· Congratulate students on their work with the “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low Europe’s Masses” article in Lessons 11 and 12 and tell them that today they will analyze a primary source about the Black Death and responses to it.
· Display and distribute Excerpt from Boccaccio’s Decameron. For the first read, read the text aloud while students follow along. Refer to the Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart and lead a brief discussion of source and context. 
· Ask students to work with a Dance Card partner to complete a second read of the text. They should hold their thinking by annotating the text. Post directions on the board (see below). 
· Do a brief class check-in about vocabulary before students try to write gist statements. Point out that some words are defined at the end of the text. You may wish to assign pairs to gist several paragraphs, and then review the text by having each pair share out about one paragraph. 
· Circle words you don’t know. Words to focus on: supplication, malady, occasioned, uncharitable, temperately, moderately, diverting, preservation, gratify.
· Write a gist statement next to each paragraph. 
· Debrief students on the second read, clarifying misunderstandings. 
· Ask students: “How did reading a primary source add to your understanding of this time in history? How do you think Boccaccio feels about the Black Death? How can you tell?”

	B. Partner Work: Responses to the Black Death in the Decameron (15 minutes) 

· Distribute Decameron quote cards. Explain that pairs should read their quote and then add the idea in that quote to their Responses to the Black Death note-catcher. Some quotes provide information for what happened, while others provide information for how people responded. 
· When they are done with a quote card, they should find a pair of students who had a different card and switch with them. They should add ideas from at least three quotes to their Responses to the Black Death note-catchers.


	Closing

	A. Introducing Homework (5 minutes) 
· Distribute Excerpt from The Black Death and the Chapter 6 Strong Reader note-catcher.
· Tell students that this is a quantitative source. For homework, they need to read pages 86–91 of The Black Death and complete the first- and second-read questions on the Chapter 6 Strong Reader note-catcher.


	Homework

	· Read pages 86–91 of The Black Death and complete first- and second-read questions on the Chapter 6 Strong Reader note-catcher.


Entry Task: Sorting Sources

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Look over the quotes and images below related to the Black Death. For each, decide if it is a primary or secondary source. Then draw a line to how a historian might use it.

	Primary or secondary source? How can you tell?
	Quote
	How might a historian use this source?

	
	“[Benedictow] estimates that before the plague, the population of Europe was around 80 million…. In Italy he estimates that the death toll was between 50 and 60 percent…. He calculates that a total of 50 million people perished—60 percent of the total population of Europe.” 


	This shows what one person’s personal experience was during the Black Death. 

	
	“The council in Florence required Florentines to get rid of all the bodies and the clothing and the bedding of those who had died of the plague. It barred visitors from Pisa and Genoa from entering the city.”

	This is a source that explains how the government in one city responded to the plague.

	
	“How much he worried about your safety during this shipwreck of the world.… [T]his man, I say, was suddenly seized by the pestilence which is now ravaging the world. This was at dusk, after dinner with his friends, and the evening hours that remained he spent talking with us, reminiscing about our friendship and shared concerns.… [He] died suddenly the next morning.”
	This is a quantitative source that would help a historian understand broad patterns in the effects of the Black Death.


Excerpt from Boccaccio’s Decameron
Giovanni Boccaccio was a writer who was living in Florence when the plague struck.

The excerpt below is from book he wrote called The Decameron.

Source: Bocaccio, Giovanni. The Decameron. [Excerpts from Prologue.] Trans. John Payne. London: Bibliophilist Library, 1903. Web. 25 June 2015. <http://archive.org/stream/storiesboccacci00boccgoog/storiesboccacci00boccgoog_djvu.txt>.
In the year then of our Lord 1348, there happened at Florence … a most terrible plague … 

Boccaccio explains that nothing could stop the plague, including “keeping the city clear of filth, the exclusion of all suspected persons, and the publication of copious instructions for the preservation of health … [or even] manifold humble supplications offered to God.…”

To the cure of this malady, neither medical knowledge nor the power of drugs was of any effect … few escaped; but nearly all died the third day from the first appearance of the symptoms. 
These facts [about how quickly and easily the disease spread], and others of the like sort, occasioned various fears and devices amongst those who survived, all tending to the same uncharitable and cruel end; which was, to avoid the sick, and everything that had been near them, expecting by that means to save themselves. 
And some holding it best to live temperately, and to avoid excesses of all kinds, shut themselves up in small groups apart from the rest of the world; eating and drinking moderately of the best, and diverting themselves with music and other entertainments as they might have within doors.… 
Others maintained free living to be a better preservative, and would deny no passion or appetite they wished to gratify, drinking and partying from tavern to tavern.… 
A third sort of people chose a method between these two: not confining themselves to the rules of diet like the former and yet avoiding the excesses of the latter … they walked everywhere with flowers to smell.…
Excerpt from Boccaccio’s Decameron
Others decided that the best remedy for the pestilence was to avoid it: … taking care for themselves only, men and women in great numbers left the city, their houses, relations, and effects and fled into the country.… 

[No matter which course people followed, some became ill and some did not.]

[T]hey who first set the example by forsaking others, now languished themselves without pity. I pass over the little regard that citizens and relations showed to each other: for their terror was such, that a brother even fled from his brother, a wife from her husband, and, what is more uncommon, a parent from his own child.…
And many lost their lives, who might have escaped, had they been looked after at all. 
Vocabulary
Copious: many
Manifold: many and various

Devices: a plan or trick

Excesses: harmful actions that are socially disapproved of

Forsaking: abandoning
Decameron Quote Cards
	“To the cure of this malady, neither medical knowledge nor the power of drugs was of any effect … few escaped; but nearly all died the third day from the first appearance of the symptoms.” 

	“And some holding it best to live temperately, and to avoid excesses of all kinds, shut themselves up in small groups apart from the rest of the world; eating and drinking moderately of the best, and diverting themselves with music and other entertainments as they might have within doors.…” 


	“Others decided that the best remedy for the pestilence was the avoid it: … taking care for themselves only, men and women in great numbers left the city, their houses, relations, and effects and fled into the country.…” 


	“Others maintained free living to be a better preservative, and would deny no passion or appetite they wished to gratify, drinking and partying from tavern to tavern.…” 


	“[T]hey who first set the example by forsaking others, now languished themselves without pity. I pass over the little regard that citizens and relations showed to each other: for their terror was such, that a brother even fled from his brother, a wife from her husband, and, what is more uncommon, a parent from his own child.…
“And many lost their lives, who might have escaped, had they been looked after at all.” 

	Boccaccio explains that nothing could stop the plague, including “keeping the city clear of filth, the exclusion of all suspected persons, and the publication of copious instructions for the preservation of health … [or even] manifold humble supplications offered to God.…”




Chapter 6 Strong Reader Note-catcher
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use the Strong Reader protocol to closely read pages 86–91 of The Black Death by Diane Zahler. 
Before you read: What’s your purpose for reading this text? What are you hoping to learn?

What happened when the Black Death came to Europe? How did people respond? 
	First Read: Flow and Sourcing

Quick read to get the big picture
	 What is the text about?

What kind of a text is it? Primary or secondary source? Does it include quantitative information, or only qualitative?




	Second Read: Construct Meaning

Read and annotate
(1) gist in margins
(2) circle unknown words
(3) underline important parts
	Write the gist next to each paragraph, in the margins of the text. You may combine very short (1–2 line) paragraphs.
Words/phrases to focus on: 
Chronicler: historian

Reliable: 
Tax rolls and rent records: written records of who paid which taxes or rents in a given year

Register: a list of people

Clergy: priests, monks, nuns

Contracted:

Fatal:

Lopsided: not balanced

Recurred:
Devastated:
Profoundly:
Second-read questions:

1. Do we know for sure how many people died in the Black Death? Why or why not?

2. Did the Black Death affect all social groups equally? Explain your answer.



	Third Read: Analyze Craft and Purpose 

Answer the questions to the right.
	1. 
Quote:

“One chronicler of the time estimated that nine out of every ten people died. Another claimed that three-quarters of the population died. Still another gave the number as four-fifths of the population.”
  Paraphrase: 
Different people estimate death rates differently: The estimates were all high, but some were 90 percent, one was 80 percent, and one was 75 percent.
What idea does this evidence explain or support? How?

This supports the statement “No one knows, even in modern times, how many actually died.” It explains this statement because it shows why primary sources aren’t necessarily reliable.



	
	2.

Quote:

“He [Benedictow] estimates that before the plague, the population of Europe was around 80 million…. He calculates that a total of 50 million people perished—60 percent of the total population of Europe. Other historians maintain that there were a lower number of victims—from 30 to 50 percent of the populace.” 

Paraphrase:

What idea does this evidence explain or support?




	
	3. 
Quote:

“The plague took a very high number of the clergy and doctors—those who were most likely to come into contact with the ill and dying. And, surprisingly, it struck down a high number of those between the ages of 20 and 60, seemingly in the prime of life and at their peak of health and strength.”
Paraphrase:

What idea does this evidence explain or support?



	
	4. 
Quote:

“If the mother died and the father lived, 90 percent of their offspring would die. If the father died and the mother lived, 70 percent of the children would die.”

Paraphrase:

What idea does this evidence explain or support?
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