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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 6

Creating Cohesion:
Connecting Ideas in a Historical Essay



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze the effects of the Black Death on Europe. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and C3 Framework D2.His.15.9–12)

Literacy

· Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (CCSS WHST.9–10.2)
· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (CCSS WHST.9–10.4)

· Draw on evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)
	Formal Writing Assessment (Mid Unit 3 Assessment): Black Death essay 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can analyze the transitions in a model essay.
· I can use transitions to connect ideas and create cohesion in a historical essay. 
	Essay Planner: Black Death Essay

Essay draft


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Analyzing Model Essay for Transitions (10 minutes)

2. Work Time

A. Mini Lesson: Linking Ideas (10 minutes)
B. Independent Work Time: Adding Transitions to Essay Drafts (35 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Homework Introduction (5 minutes)

4. Homework

Finish adding transitions to essay draft.
	· Entry Task: Analyzing the Model Essay for Transitions (one per student)

· Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam” (one per student and one to display; from Lesson 1)
· Document camera (optional)


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students focus on adding transitions to the body paragraphs of their Black Death essay. Adding transitions is a critical step in the writing process. Through transitions, students articulate their understanding of cause and effect, as well as demonstrate how their ideas work together to build a strong analysis of the impact of the Black Death on European society. 
· To prepare for this lesson, consider circling the words and phrases that the author of the model essay used to connect ideas together. Notice that some transitions are straightforward (e.g., “Before Islam”) and others are more sophisticated (e.g., “While there was some trade between the regions”). Decide which transitions are the most appropriate for your students to focus on to express cause and effect, and adjust the mini lesson in Work Time A accordingly. 
· In advance:
· Adjust mini lesson in Work Time A as necessary.
· Plan how you will check in with students during Work Time B.
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	transitions
	· For students who need additional support, consider creating a list of transition words and phrases that define the relationship that each transition signifies (e.g., “in contrast” signifies that ideas are opposite or different)
· Some students will benefit from more frequent check-ins as they continue to work on their paragraphs. Consider planning ahead of time which students will need more support and when to work with them individually or in small groups. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Analyzing Model Essay for Transitions (10 minutes)
· Distribute the Entry Task: Analyzing the Model Essay for Transitions and ask students to locate the Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam.” 


	Work Time

	A. Mini Lesson: Linking Ideas (10 minutes)

· Invite students to turn and share the words they circled, adding any circled words and phrases from their partner to their entry task. 
· Display the Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam.” 

· Call on pairs to share out. Be sure to circle at least one example of “Before Islam” and “After the arrival of Islam” and explain that phrases such as those express the kind of thinking that historians engage in when they analyze cause and effect. They show the order in which events happened and how they are related to one another. 
· Once you have circled the most important transitions in the model essay, tell students that these words and phrases are transitions. Explain that transitions are words and phrases that connect ideas together. 
· Think-Pair-Share: “The author of the model essay uses transitions to show the relationship between ideas. What is that relationship?” Listen for students to say: “The relationship is ‘cause and effect.’” 

· Point out that the author primarily uses transitions within each paragraph to illustrate what the Middle East was like before Islam developed, then what happened because of the arrival of Islam. 


	Work Time (continued)

	· Let students know that they will now add transitions to their own essay drafts. Explain that they can use similar transitions to the model essay, as captured on their entry task, or they can use transitions that they create themselves. The goal is to be very clear about how ideas in their essay connect together. If students have already included some transitions in their essay drafts, prompt them to be sure that their transitions clearly communicate the relationship between the ideas in their paragraphs.

	B. Independent Work Time: Adding Transitions to Essay Drafts  (35 minutes)

· Prompt students to begin adding transitions to their essay drafts. 
· Circulate, giving support and feedback as necessary. 
· Consider pausing after 15 minutes to share exemplary work.


	Closing

	A. Homework Introduction (5 minutes)
· Ask students to turn and talk: “Name one transition you added to your essay draft. How did that transition clarify the relationship between ideas in your essay?”  
· Explain that their homework is to finish adding transitions to their essay drafts. 


	Homework

	· Finish adding transitions to essay draft.


Entry Task: Analyzing the Model Essay for Transitions

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Locate your copy of the model essay about the effects of the spread of Islam and reread the body paragraphs. As you reread, circle words and phrases that link ideas together. 
When you finish rereading and circling words and phrases that link ideas, capture those words and phrases on the chart below:
	Words or Phrases that Connect Ideas
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