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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 2

Discussing the Evidence:
Beginning to Plan a Historical Essay 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze the effects of the Black Death on Europe. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and C3 Framework D2.His.15.9–12)

Literacy
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
· Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (CCSS WHST.9–10.2)
· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (CCSS WHST.9–10.4)
· Draw on evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)
	Formal Writing Assessment(Mid Unit 3 Assessment): Black Death essay

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can discuss historical evidence with my peers.

· I can synthesize historical evidence in order to plan a focus statement and main ideas of an informational essay.
	Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Reviewing Historical Evidence (5 minutes)
2. Work Time

A. Plan Essay Focus Statement and Main Ideas (25 minutes)
B. Small Group Work: Gathering Evidence about Europe before the Black Death (25 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Homework Introduction (5 minutes)
4. Homework

Reread pages 12 and 13 of Middle Ages, review your Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart, and add evidence to Essay Planner: Black Death Essay in the body paragraph box on culture. 
	· Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 11)
· Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart (answers, for teacher reference; from Unit 2, Lesson 16)

· Highlighters (several colors per triad)
· Essay Planner: Black Death Essay (one per student)
· Middle Ages (Kids Discover magazine) (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 8)

· Sample Black Death essay (for teacher reference)


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students use the understanding they built about the structure of the model essay in Lesson 1 to begin to plan their own historical essays. In Lesson 1, students worked with the Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay in order to deconstruct the model essay. In this lesson, students use the Essay Planner: Black Death Essay, which follows the same structure, to begin constructing their own essay. 
· The supporting materials for this lesson include a sample Black Death essay. This is included for teacher reference only, and should not be shared with students. The sample essay is intended to demonstrate one way this essay might look; it is not intended to suggest that this is the only way a strong essay might look. It does not include the in-text citations or list of citations at the end, but it draws on the same sources that students will use as they write their essays. You may wish to use this sample essay to complete your own version of the essay planner for the Black Death essay. 
· The goal of Work Time A is to set students up for success as they begin planning their first essay. Giving students time to share evidence that they gathered in Unit 2 allows them to build their understanding of the evidence by discussing it. It also ensures that they have as much evidence as possible from which to make their decisions as writers about their focus statements and main ideas. 


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· Essay Planner: Black Death Essay has space for two body paragraphs, although some students may be ready to plan and write three body paragraphs. Consider adjusting the essay planner as needed for those students. For students doing two body paragraphs, consider guiding students to focus one body paragraph on the impact the Black Death had on the economy of Europe, and the other body paragraph on the impact the Black Death had on the religion (part of culture). For students doing three body paragraphs, consider guiding them to also include a paragraph about the impact the Black Death had on social groups.
· In advance:
· Read the sample Black Death essay.

· Determine triads for Work Time A. 

· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	
	· Consider pairing your struggling learners with students who have a strong understanding of the historical evidence on the Black Death. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Reviewing Historical Evidence (5 minutes)
· Instruct students to take out their Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart. For the entry task, ask students to spend 5 minutes reviewing the evidence they have gathered, drawing lines between pieces of evidence that are strongly connected. 


	Work Time

	A. Plan Essay Focus Statement and Main Ideas (25 minutes)
· Explain that the first part of class will be focused on beginning to plan students’ own historical essays. Remind students of the work they did with the model essay in the previous lesson and express confidence that they will be able to create their own historical essays, similar to the model, about the Black Death.

· Prompt students to take a pencil and their Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart and move to sit with their triads.
· Give them 10 minutes to share evidence from their charts about the effects of the Black Death, and to discuss how they connected various pieces of evidence. Remind them that this collaboration is intended to make sure they have as much historical evidence as possible to draw from as they plan their essays.
· Give students about 5 minutes to share evidence with their triads, taking turns sharing information from each aspect of the chart and focusing specifically on the effects of the Black Death. 
· Let them know that the next step is to look for patterns about the effects of the Black Death within each column on their charts, especially in the culture row. Distribute highlighters to each triad and give them 5 minutes to highlight similar evidence within each aspect. For instance, in “culture,” students can use one color to highlight any evidence that has to do with religion or the church. 
· Distribute Essay Planner: Black Death Essay to each student. 
· Refocus students whole class. Let them know that they now have lots of information about the impact of the Black Death on European society. So it’s time to take the first step in planning the essay: drafting a focus statement and determining the main categories of impact that the body paragraphs will focus on. 
· Ask: “What made the focus statement of the model essay strong?” Allow discussion to ensure that students understand the criteria for a focus statement. Remind them that they should refer to their Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society charts and look at the patterns of evidence they highlighted in order to inform their focus statements. 
· Prompt students to draft their own focus statement and main ideas to address the essay prompt: “How did the Black Death affect European society?”
· Circulate to address questions and give initial feedback on focus statements to ensure that students are reflecting the historical evidence accurately. 
· Based on your circulation, it may be clear that students need more support to draft strong focus statements. If so, refocus students whole class and ask several members of the class to share their focus statements. Referring to the criteria of a strong focus statement (from Lesson 1), ask students to make suggestions to improve the focus statement. Once you have a strong focus statement, let students know that if they have been struggling to develop a strong focus statement, they may use this focus statement. Give them a moment to record it on their Essay Planner: Black Death Essay. 
· Reinforce the idea that, as they are planning, it is normal for authors to revise their ideas as they learn more. Ask students to keep that in mind as they continue planning their essay. 


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Small Group Work: Gathering Evidence about Europe before the Black Death (25 minutes)
· Let students know that now, in order to address the essay prompt thoroughly, they will need to explain what Europe was like before the Black Death, especially in regards to economy, culture, and social groups. Explain that this is important because, as they saw when they deconstructed the model essay, they will need to understand both the “before” and “after” to write a strong essay. If some students are writing an essay with two body paragraphs, they’ll be focusing on economy and culture; students who are writing essays with three body paragraphs will focus on all three topics. 
· Ask students to turn and talk to discuss what kind of information they might use about Europe before the Black Death in order to build strong body paragraphs in their essay. 

· Call on one or two students to share their ideas. Be sure that they understand that they should focus on the main ideas of their essays and describe what that aspect of European society was like before the Black Death occurred. 
· Prompt students to look at their Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society charts and point out that one aspect of European society where the Black Death had an impact was on the economy. So they need to make sure they have enough information about what the economy was like before the Black Death. 
· Direct students to take out their Middle Ages magazine and turn to page 8.
· Invite them to read pages 8–9 and 14–15 and look for additional historical evidence about what the European economy was like before the Black Death hit. They should add this evidence to their Essay Planner: Black Death Essay in the appropriate body paragraph box. 
· When 10 minutes remain in class, ask students to talk with their triads about which evidence about the European economy before the Black Death they will include in their essays. 
· Circulate to listen in. Invite several strong pairs to share out. Students may need help understanding not only what they should include but also what they should not include because it is not relevant or central enough. Students should record the information about the economy of Europe before the Black Death on their Essay Planner: Black Death Essay. 


	Closing

	A. Homework Introduction (5 minutes)
· Let students know that their homework is to look for any additional historical evidence about European society before the Black Death to add to their Essay Planner: Black Death Essay. 


	Homework

	· Reread pages 12 and 13 of Middle Ages, review your Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart, and add evidence to the Essay Planner: Black Death Essay in the body paragraph box on culture. 


Essay Planner: Black Death Essay
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use this essay planner to organize your ideas and evidence for your own historical essay. 
	Introduction: Hook and Focus Statement



	Introduction: Background Information and Context



	Body Paragraph 1 What is one important way the Black Death affected European society?


	Topic sentence



	Historical evidence What was European society like before the Black Death?


	Historical evidence What was European society like after the Black Death?


	Evidence 

Specific information/facts about the impact of the Black Death on European society.
	Elaboration on evidence

What was involved in this change? Why was this change important?



Essay Planner: Black Death Essay

	Concluding sentence



	Body Paragraph 2 What is another important way the Black Death affected European society?


	Topic sentence



	Historical evidence What was European society like before the Black Death?



	Historical evidence What was European society like after the Black Death?



	Evidence 

Specific information/facts about the impact of the Black Death on European society.
	Elaboration on evidence

What was involved in this change? Why was this change important?


	Concluding sentence



	Drawing Conclusions

Historical analysis: How did one initial event create lasting change? What seem to be the long-term impacts of the Black Death? 



Sample Black Death Essay

(For Teacher Reference)
Note: This should not be shared with students.
Black Death Essay

Focusing Question: How did the Black Death affect European society?

Focus Statement: The Black Death had a huge effect on European society. Some of its greatest impacts were on the economy and on culture.

In 1347, an Italian ship from the port of Caffa, on the Black Sea, was heading back to Messina in southern Italy. The sailors had endured a fight with Mongols, many of whom were infected with the plague. When the sailors arrived in Messina, many were already sick and dying. They also carried with them on their ships infected rats and the fleas who lived on them—the source of the deadly Black Death plague that was then sweeping through the East. Ultimately, the Black Death was a catastrophe for European society, and its effects were huge and far-reaching. Among the most sweeping were its effects on the economy and on culture.

The Black Death, or “the plague,” began with rats and fleas. The fleas were infected with a bacillus called Yersina pestis. These disease-carrying fleas lived on black rats, but under certain conditions the fleas looked to other sources for food. Those other sources were human beings. In 1347, the fleas were desperate for food, and when they came into ports with the rats who lived on merchant ships, the fleas found human beings. The impact of the disease that the fleas carried was huge. The plague had already killed millions in China; now, starting in 1347, it would begin its deadly sweep of Europe. Beginning in Italy in 1347, the Black Death quickly spread to the rest of Europe, including France, England, Germany, and the Scandinavian countries. By the time it had fully run its course, somewhere between one-third and two-thirds of the entire population of Europe had died. European society, particularly the economy and the culture, was dramatically affected by the Black Death.

The economy is a very important feature of any society. Before the arrival of the Black Death, Europe had a feudal economy. Land was owned almost entirely by the wealthy of the society. Almost all of the land was divided into large tracts called manors, and the manor’s work was done by serfs who lived on the land. Ninety percent of the population was serfs, who were poor and bound to the land for life. However, once the Black Death had finished its work, all of this changed. So many people had died during the epidemic that there was now a great shortage of labor. The workers who were left were suddenly worth a great deal. For example, a plowman in England who had earned 2 shillings per year in 1347 could earn 7 shillings per year in 1349, and 10 shillings per year by 1351. His wages had gone up 500 percent! These workers could now also travel—if their own manor was not paying enough, they could travel to one nearby whose lord was paying more money. This meant that without enough peasants to do the work, many manors had to find another way to earn money. Often, the manor broke up as a working farm and the lord of the manor turned to raising sheep, which required fewer workers. As a result, the feudal system, how Europe’s economy was organized, declined dramatically in Europe. 
Another important feature of any society is its culture, which includes its religious beliefs and institutions. Before the Black Death, the Catholic church had enormous power in European society. The priests and bishops were the only people who could read, and the church controlled most aspects of people’s lives. It ran the courts, it ran the schools, it built hospitals, and it comforted the sick and dying. After the Black Death in the mid-1300s, the impact on the Catholic church was huge. One change was a new mistrust of the organized church itself. For example, some priests and monks had fled during the plague (though many did not), and those who survived the plague were angry about that. How could the church, whose job is to help people, run away? Another reason for mistrusting the church was the selling of indulgences. After the Black Death, the church had lost much of its support from the wealthy (who had died of the plague) and needed money. Selling indulgences meant that people who could afford it could buy time out of purgatory, the church’s name for the place in the afterlife where people spent time suffering before they could get into heaven. Many people thought this was a bad practice, and disapproved of the church for the indulgences. The corruption that some people saw in the church also led to some people openly taking it into their own hands to criticize the church’s authority. In England, John Wycliffe began preaching about the corruption. He also translated the Latin Bible into English, so that ordinary people could read it and would not have to depend on the church and its priests. All of these were signs that the Catholic church was losing its great power over European society—a huge change in the culture. 
Finally, the Black Death had a huge and far-reaching impact on another important aspect of culture—education. Before the advent of the plague, university education had been run by the church. Most teachers were priests, and teaching was in Latin, the language of the church. What was taught was what the church approved. However, the Black Death devastated the universities. By 1400, 14 of the 39 universities in Europe were gone. Many of the great scholars and teachers had died of the plague. Because of this, the universities had to hire teachers and scholars who were from the secular world, not just priests (many of whom had also died). These people had not been educated in Latin, so they taught in their own native languages, the vernacular. They were new people with some new ideas, and because they wrote in the vernacular more people could read their work. The church had forbidden the study of human anatomy, but with the new teachers this study could now be done openly. Medicine and medical subjects could now be studied, and great advances began to be made. University education and its place in the culture of Europe would never be the same again.

The sweeping effects of the Black Death on European society show the remarkable power of a tiny creature like a flea on human life. Fleas are barely visible to the eye. They do not roar; they are not savage. To the modern person, a flea is at worst a pest to dogs and cats. Yet the fleas carried by the rats in the 1300s, infected with Yersina pestis, were able to wipe out a huge portion of the population of Europe with the Black Death. As the Black Death spread over Europe, it created huge changes in European society. The economy, based on the lord of the manor and the peasants who spent their lives toiling for him, became one of mobility and higher wages. The Catholic church, once all-powerful, began to lose some of that power in many ways. The university became a place where new knowledge could now openly be valued. A tiny flea, infected with an even tinier germ, played a huge part in creating a new and modern Europe, touching the lives of everyone who came after it—including our own.
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