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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 1

What Is a Just Society? 
Introducing the Guiding Question 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Literacy

· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Identify and analyze a variety of perspectives relating to a particular issue or situation, in the past or the present. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.4.9–12, D2.His.5.9–12, D2.His.6.9–12, D2.Civ.10.9–12)
· Analyze change and continuity within a historical era and between several eras. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.2.9–12)
	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment 
Performance Task (end of Unit 3): Socratic Seminar

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can explain the guiding question of this module and define the words “just” and “society.”
· I can participate effectively in small group and whole class discussions.
	What Is a Just Society?
Frayer model of “just”


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Is It Just? (10 minutes)
B. Review Learning Targets (5 minutes)
2. Work Time

A. Think-Pair-Share: Is It Just? (20 minutes)

B. Small Group Discussion: What Is a Just Society? (15 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket: Do We Live in a Just Society? (10 minutes)

4. Homework

Complete Frayer model for “just.”
	· Entry Task: Is It Just? (one per student)
· Norms for Discussion anchor chart (new; co-created with students during Opening B)

· Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart (new; teacher-created; see supporting materials)

· What Is a Just Society? (one per student and one to display)

· Characteristics of a Just Society cards (one per student)

· Frayer model for “society” and “just” (one per student)




	Teaching Notes

	· Since this lesson comes at the beginning of the year, help students by teaching and reinforcing expectations for common classroom routines, such as how to engage with the entry task, how to participate in discussion, how to store and turn in papers, when and how they should expect feedback on their work, etc. 
· In many lessons in this module, students frequently talk with a seat partner. To minimize transition time, consider seating students in pairs or, if they are seated alone, clearly designating a partner for each student so that students do not need to move around the room. 
· In these initial lessons, co-construct an anchor chart with the class called Norms for Discussion. The more you refer to this and involve students in constructing it, the more power it will have. In Lessons 1–5, focus on developing students’ abilities to work effectively in pairs, small groups, and whole class. Beginning in Lesson 6, more protocols combine movement and discussion. Making sure students have a good basis in effective discussion will help these later protocols be effective. 
· In Closing A, students are introduced to a method of exploring important concepts called a Frayer model. After discussing the meaning of “just” and “society” in class, students look at the Frayer model of “society” and create their own Frayer model for “just.” Collect these in Lesson 2 and use them to identify misunderstandings and possible additions to the definition of “just” on the Guiding Questions anchor chart. 
· In advance:
· Review Think-Pair-Share protocol (see Appendix).
· Prepare Norms for Discussion anchor chart.
· Create the Guiding Questions anchor chart. See supporting materials. For the beginning of class, include only the title and the guiding questions. Definitions of “just” and “society” will be added during the lesson.
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	just, justice, society
	· Some students may benefit from a visual reminder of the steps in the Think-Pair-Share routine. Consider creating a poster with symbols for each step to post in the room.
· Some students may need you to define words on the Characteristics of a Just Society cards. Depending on the needs of your class, you may do this informally by circulating or by posting definitions of a few words (such as “regardless” and “gender”) at the front of the room. 
· If your students struggle with group work, you could assign them to groups of four and then hand each group four cards. This would allow you to more closely control the composition of groups. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Is It Just? (10 minutes)

· Distribute Entry Task: Is It Just? as students arrive and direct them to complete it individually. Assure them that there are multiple correct answers to these questions. The purpose of asking students to categorize them as “just” or “not just” is to get them thinking. They will have the opportunity to explore—and maybe even change—the ideas they write down now.
· To help reinforce appropriate entry task behavior, notice and name desired behaviors.

	B. Review Learning Targets (5 minutes)

· Tell students that today you will begin to explore a question they will grapple with throughout this module—and that people have grappled with since they formed communities. Share your enthusiasm about hearing their opinions about the entry task and the other questions that the class will discuss today.

· Direct students’ attention to the learning targets. Read the first learning target out loud and assure them that by the end of the day, they will know the guiding question. Next, read the second learning target, and then lead a brief discussion in which students define effective discussion (people learn through explaining their own ideas and hearing new ideas). 

· Add students’ ideas to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart. Consider helping them generate suggestions for the anchor chart by asking: “What would an effective discussion look like, sound like, and feel like?”


	Work Time

	A. Think-Pair-Share: Is It Just? (20 minutes)
· Introduce the Think- Pair-Share protocol and explain its connection to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart. Tell students that today they will use this protocol to have an effective discussion about their entry task. Completing the entry task individually was the “think” part. Explain that during the “pair” and the “share,” they should notice ideas and questions that affect their thinking, as they will be asked to note at least one such idea on their entry task. The goal of the “pair” and “share” is to explore ideas, not to defend initial decisions. Point out that one mark of strong thinkers is that they are also flexible: They value exploring ideas and are open to changing their minds as they encounter other perspectives and evidence.  
· Remind students of the specific expectations for partner conversation and give them 5 minutes to discuss their answers to the entry task with their seat partners. As students discuss, circulate to listen in and to provide specific praise for those who are meeting the expectations for pair conversations and using this conversation to explore ideas rather than just defend positions. 


	Work Time (continued)

	· Lead a whole class discussion by asking pairs to share out. Remind students of the specific expectations for this type of discussion, referring to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart. Also remind them that judging situations as just or not just is complicated—of course, all of the situations are just in some ways and not just in others. The purpose of this discussion is to help them more fully develop their thinking about their own ideas of “just.” Discuss each question and make an effort to hear different opinions about each situation. To prompt discussion, use questions such as: “Can you tell me more about why you said this was just/unjust?” “Can someone add to this reasoning?” and “Does anyone have a different response to this situation?” Remind students that they should record at least one idea that pushed or challenged their thinking in the right-hand column on their chart.
· Synthesize the discussion: “Why do different students answer these questions differently?” Listen for: “There are different opinions about what is just or what justice looks like.” Point out that these words have several meanings and that people also interpret situations differently. 
· Ask students to Think-Pair-Share with the final questions: “What does just mean? What does justice mean?” Create a class definition of both words. Add the definition of just to the Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart. You may need to discuss the meanings of some of the words included in this definition. Tell students that they will work more with the meaning of “just” for homework.
· Just: morally right, fair, deserved; guided by truth, justice, reason, and fairness
· Justice: fairness, moral rightness

	B. Small Group Discussion: What Is a Just Society? (15 minutes)
· Review the Guiding Questions anchor chart. Read the guiding questions out loud and remind students that they’ve just been thinking about the word “just.” Now they are going to think about what that means for a society. Point to the definition of “society” on the anchor chart: Society is how people live together in an organized way. It includes government, economy, social groups, culture, and environment. To check for understanding, ask students for some examples of society. Listen for: Springfield, the United States, other countries, ancient civilizations, etc. Ask: “What is not a society?” Listen for/suggest: my homeroom class, my family, everyone in the world, all high school students in the state. Point out that societies can be of different sizes.
· Display the list of characteristics on the “What Is a Just Society?” handout. Distribute one Characteristics of a Just Society card to each student. Tell them that they need to move calmly and quietly around the room until they have formed a group that includes four people: one with each card. When they have a group, they need to sit down together. Consider setting a timer.

· When groups are settled, notice and name specific actions that met expectations about movement and volume. Tell students that now they are going to have a discussion with this group. They need to read the characteristics aloud, and then rank them in order of importance. This needs to be a group decision and is likely to involve some compromise: What they come up with needs to be something that they all think is reasonable, even if some people’s first choice might be different. Remind them of the Norms for Discussion anchor chart. When the four characteristics are in order, the group should raise their hands.


	Work Time (continued)

	· As groups work, circulate to ask follow-up questions and notice particularly strong examples of effective small group discussion. As each group raises their hands, give each student a “What Is a Just Society” handout and direct them to record the group decision.

· As work time ends, name specific positive things you saw in the group discussions. Thank students for their participation and ask them to return quietly and calmly to their seats.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Do We Live in a Just Society? (10 minutes)
· Direct students’ attention to the exit ticket at the bottom of the What Is a Just Society? handout. 
· Ask them to complete this individually, stressing that there is not a correct answer. Tell students that you plan to use some of these responses anonymously in tomorrow’s lesson, so they should be prepared for their thinking to be public. 
· Remind them of the expectations for completing and turning in exit tickets and other classwork. 
· Distribute Frayer model for “society” and “just.” Explain that the Frayer model is a good way to explore what an important concept means. Point out that the model for “society” has been completed and reflects their conversation in class; their homework is to complete a Frayer model for “just.” They should draw on their thinking from today. 


	Homework

	· Complete Frayer model for “just.”


Entry Task: Is It Just?
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Complete this task individually. 
Read each situation below. In the middle column (Think), write your answer to the question: Is this just? Make sure to explain your thinking. 
	
	Think
	Pair/Share

	Situation
	Is this just? Why or why not?

	An idea I heard during discussion that pushed or changed my thinking 

	Two people are hired at a company. They have the same position and responsibilities. The person with a college degree is paid more per year than the person with a high school diploma.


	
	

	In the state of Virginia, 110 people, mostly convicted of murder, have been executed since 1976.


	
	

	A country has been in chaos for several years: no clear government, economic trouble, civil war. A military general uses force to take over. As dictator, he brings stability and an improved economy but imprisons anyone who criticizes him.
	
	


Module 1 Guiding Questions Anchor Chart
Module 1 Guiding Questions

	What is a just society? How have ideas about a just society changed and stayed the same over time?



	Just: morally right, fair, deserved; guided by truth, justice, reason, and fairness


	Society: Society is how people live together in an organized way. It includes government, economy, social groups, culture, and environment.


	Leave space below for a second guiding question, which will be introduced later in Unit 1.

	
	


Characteristics of a Just Society Cards

Directions for teacher: Copy and cut this chart up so that you will have one card per student. 
	Everyone is treated equally, regardless of race, gender, religion, etc.
	Everyone has a voice in government.


	Everyone has a place to live and enough to eat.
	There is no war or violence.


	Everyone is treated equally, regardless of race, gender, religion, etc.
	Everyone has a voice in government.


	Everyone has a place to live and enough to eat.
	There is no war or violence.


	Everyone is treated equally, regardless of race, gender, religion, etc.
	Everyone has a voice in government.


	Everyone has a place to live and enough to eat.
	There is no war or violence.


What Is a Just Society?
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Form a group that includes one person who is holding each Characteristics of a Just Society card.
	Everyone is treated equally, regardless of race, gender, religion, etc.


	Everyone has a voice in government.


	Everyone has a place to live and enough to eat.


	There is no war or violence.


Work with your group to put these characteristics in order from most important to least important. After you have agreed, record your decision here:

	Importance 
	Characteristic of a just society

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	


Directions: Complete this exit ticket individually. 
Do we live in a just society? Explain your answer.
	

	

	

	

	

	


Frayer Model for “Society” and “Just”

	Name:

	Date:


	Definition

Morally right, fair, or deserved
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	Characteristics

	Examples
	Non-Examples


	Definition

[image: image2.emf]Society is how people live together in an organized way. It includes government, economy, social groups, culture, and environment.
	Characteristics
Includes a relatively large number of people

People feel they are part of this group.
This group has a way of being organized.

	Examples
Springfield
United States
Ancient Egypt

China
	Non-Examples
My homeroom class
My family

Everyone in the world

All high school students in the state


just





society
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