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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 16

End of Unit 1 Assessment: 
Ancient China and Reading to Understand Cause and Effect



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Describe the society (government, economy, culture, social groups, and environment) of ancient China, particularly during the Tang and Song dynasties. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23, WHI.24)
· Analyze how the Silk Road affected China. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.24)
· Analyze how the civil service examination system affected China. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23)
Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)
· Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. (CCSS RH.9–10.3)
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. (CCSS RH.9–10.4)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and by C3 Framework D2.His.14.9–12, D2His.15.9–12)
	

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can demonstrate my understanding of ancient China on an assessment.

· I can demonstrate my ability to find evidence in a text, understand an explanation of cause and effect, and determine the meaning of vocabulary words from context.
	End of Unit 1 Assessment, Parts A and B: Ancient China and Reading to Understand Cause and Effect



	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Analyzing an Image (5 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. End of Unit 1 Assessment, Parts A and B: Ancient China and Reading to Understand Cause and Effect (50 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket: Reflection (5 minutes) 
4. Homework

None
	· Entry Task: Analyzing an Image (one per student)
· Image of Empress Wu Zhao (one to display; see Teaching Notes)

· End of Unit 1 Assessment, Parts A and B: Ancient China and Reading to Understand Cause and Effect (one per student)

· “China’s Only Ruling Empress” (one per student)

· Exit Ticket: Reflection




	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students take the End of Unit 1 Assessment, which focuses on their understanding of ancient China and also some reading standards. Although the assessment includes some extended written responses, it is not designed to assess writing, but rather reading skills and content knowledge. Note: Students have been introduced to the skill of analyzing a primary source, but they will not be assessed until the End of Unit 2 Assessment, once they have had more time to practice. 
· Review the testing accommodations for students in your class; determine how you will provide them, especially to those whose accommodations include read-aloud.
· In the Opening, students view an image of Empress Wu Zhao, about whom “China’s Only Ruling Empress” is written. Other than identifying her, do not provide additional information in the discussion. Students should learn about her from the text. Obtain an image to display; one is available at Wikimedia Commons. Please note that this image is from a book published in the 1700s, nearly 1,000 years after she lived.

· This lesson uses the article “China's Only Ruling Empress,” which is available through the Gale database and through other online databases. It is also included in the supporting materials, since it is part of the End of Unit 1 Assessment.
· Citation: Ji, Zhang, and Jeff Siggins. “China's Only Ruling Empress.” Calliope Nov. 2003: 10+. General OneFile [Gale]. Web. 13 May 2015. (Used with permission.)
Gale Document number: GALE|A112166232


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· Suggestions for use: This article is used in the End of Unit 1 Assessment and is provided in the supporting materials.

· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Locate an image of Empress Wu Zhao to display.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	
	· Provide students with testing accommodations with the appropriate supports: extended time, read-aloud, etc.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Analyzing an Image (5 minutes)
· Distribute Entry Task: Analyzing an Image. Display the image of Empress Wu Zhao. 
· Call on students to share out.
· Tell students that this is a picture of Empress Wu, who ruled China from 690–705 AD. This portrait was created much later, in a book published in the 1700s. Tell students that they will learn much more about Empress Wu today.


	Work Time

	A. End of Unit 1 Assessment, Parts A and B: Ancient China and Reading to Understand Cause and Effect (50 minutes)

· Briefly review assessment norms, including what students should do when they are done with the assessment.

· Point out that the assessment has two parts. When they are done with Part A, they will turn it in and receive Part B. Part A focuses on reading, and Part B focuses on their understanding of ancient China. Express your confidence in their ability to do well on both parts and assure them that the assessment measures exactly what they have been studying and practicing. 
· Distribute the End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part A and “China’s Only Ruling Empress.”
· As students complete Part A, collect it and give them the End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part B. Notice that different students will move at different paces.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Reflection (5 minutes)
· Ask students to complete the Exit Ticket: Reflection.
· Collect these to track student thinking and plan for upcoming instruction.
· Explain to students that the purpose of the exit ticket is to develop ways of studying that are effective for them. 


	Homework

	· None


Entry Task: Analyzing an Image
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Examine the image that is posted. Write down several things you notice and several questions you have.

	What do you notice?
	What do you wonder?

	
	

	Who is this?




Entry Task: Analyzing an Image
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Examine the image that is posted. Write down several things you notice and several questions you have.

	What do you notice?
	What do you wonder?

	
	

	Who is this?

China's Only Ruling Empress




Ji, Zhang, and Jeff Siggins. “China's Only Ruling Empress.” Calliope Nov. 2003: 10+. General OneFile [Gale]. Web. 13 May 2015.  
© by Carus Publishing Co. Reproduced with permission

The Tang dynasty witnessed a unique event in China’s 5,000-year history—a ruling empress. Her name was Wu Zhao. Born in AD 624 to a well-to-do family, Wu Zhao had been trained in reading, arts, and music. At age 14, she was sent to the court of Emperor Taizong, the greatest ruler of the Tang dynasty.

Young, talented, and lovely, she quickly became a court favorite. Because of her reading skills and her quick mind, the emperor assigned her to the imperial study, where she was to review official documents. It was there that Wu Zhao learned about affairs of state. When Taizong died, Wu Zhao was sent to a Buddhist temple to become a nun. But she did not remain there for long.

Taizong's son and successor, Emperor Gaozong, remembered the beautiful, talented young woman and visited her often at the convent. Finally, he invited her into the imperial palace as one of his many wives. Her outstanding charm and craftiness and the fact that she gave birth to sons convinced Taizong to make her his new chief royal wife in 655. That year marked the beginning of her political career.

A genius at political strategy and tactics, Wu Zhao was able to help her husband rule China, and she assumed the responsibility for governing the country when the emperor suffered a crippling stroke. To strengthen her control, she established a system of spies and began removing her enemies from positions of power. To do so, she sometimes resorted to murder or exile. When Gaozong died, his third son succeeded him on the throne. As he became increasingly difficult to manage, Wu Zhao arranged for him to be removed from power and made her fourth son the emperor. Although content at first to rule from behind the scenes, by AD 690, she was confident enough in her own power to remove her son from the throne. She then declared herself Empress Wu Zetian—the ruler of a new dynasty, the Zhou.

Determined to establish a new governing order, Empress Wu defeated the old aristocrats and reorganized the government. She then lowered taxes, which allowed the people to prosper. She also dismissed the powerful Daoist priests and made Buddhism the main religion in China. With the help of many capable officials of humble origin, the Tang dynasty of the proud, powerful Empress Wu developed China into a strong and rich society. When Empress Wu died in AD 705, she was buried in her husband's tomb. In accordance with her orders, no words were inscribed on her memorial stone.
© by Carus Publishing Co. Reproduced with permission.

All Cricket Media material is copyrighted by Carus Publishing Co., d/b/a Cricket Media, and/or various authors and illustrators. Any commercial use or distribution of material without permission is strictly prohibited. Please visit http://www.cricketmedia.com/info/licensing2 for licensing and http://www.cricketmedia.com for subscriptions.

End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part A

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use the Strong Reader protocol to read the article “China’s Only Ruling Empress.” As you read, pay special attention to cause and effect.

First Read

· What is this text mostly about?

· Is this a primary or secondary source? How can you tell?

Second Read

· Write the gist of each paragraph in the margins of the text.

· Use context to determine the meaning of the following words. Write their definitions in the space below.

· Court favorite

· Successor

· Accordance

End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part A

Third Read

Answer the following questions.

1. The article claims that Wu Zhao was “a genius at political strategy and tactics.” (Tactics are methods of reaching a goal.) Circle the two pieces of evidence from the text that best support that claim.
A. “Wu Zhao had been trained in reading, arts, and music.”

B. “Because of her reading skills and her quick mind, the emperor assigned her to the imperial study, where she was to review official documents.”

C. “To strengthen her control, she established a system of spies and began removing her enemies from positions of power.”

D. “Determined to establish a new government order, Empress Wu defeated the old aristocrats and reorganized the government.”

E. “When Empress Wu died in AD 705, she was buried in her husband’s tomb.”

2. Place the following events in order. Write a #1 next to the first event, a #2 next to the second, etc.

_____ Wu Zhao ruled from behind the scenes when two of her sons were emperors.

_____ Emperor Taizong died, and Wu Zhao was sent to be a nun at a Buddhist temple.

_____ Emperor Gaozong invited Wu Zhao back to the imperial palace as one of his wives.

_____ As a girl, Wu Zhao was trained in reading, the arts, and music.

_____ Wu Zhao had herself declared empress in AD 690.

_____ Wu Zhao helped her husband rule China.

3. Which one of the events listed above was NOT a cause of Wu Zhao becoming empress? 
	


Explain your answer:
End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part A
4. Why does the article suggest that Wu Zhao had her third son removed from the position of emperor?

A. He had a stroke.

B. She was worried that he would murder her. 

C. It became difficult for her to control him.

D. She thought that he was opposed to her policies.

5. In the last paragraph, which two sentences do NOT help explain how Wu Zhao affected China? Underline those sentences. 
1Determined to establish a new governing order, Empress Wu defeated the old aristocrats and reorganized the government. 2She then lowered taxes, which allowed the people to prosper. 3She also dismissed the powerful Daoist priests and made Buddhism the main religion in China. 4With the help of many capable officials of humble origin, the Tang dynasty of the proud, powerful Empress Wu developed China into a strong and rich society. 5When Empress Wu died in AD 705, she was buried in her husband's tomb. 6In accordance with her orders, no words were inscribed on her memorial stone.

A. What does the word “prosper” (Paragraph 5) mean?

a. pay more money to the government

b. succeed, especially by becoming more wealthy

c. select a new religion

d. gain more power

B. What phrases from the paragraph support your answer? Circle TWO.

a. “new governing order”

b. “lowered taxes”

c. “made Buddhism the main religion”

d. “capable officials of humble origin”

e. “strong and rich society”

End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part A

Extension: Write a strong paragraph that uses evidence from the text to address the question.

Did Wu Zhao’s rise to power make China a more just society? What makes you think that?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part B

	Name:

	Date:


Word Bank
	dynasty

emperor 

  (empire, imperial)

civil service

scholar

aristocrat
	merchant
Silk Road

artisan
peasant
Confucianism

Buddhism
	compass

gunpowder

paper

printing press

porcelain


I. Fill in the blank
Use the word bank above to complete the sentences below. You will not use all words. You may change the form of a word.
1. The _____________ was invented in ancient China and helped people find their way when traveling.

2. In China, the emperor was part of a ruling family called a ____________.

3. _____________ and _____________ were two inventions in ancient China that made it easier for new ideas to spread.
4. People in the __________________ work for the government and do jobs such as carrying out laws and collecting taxes.
End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part B

II. Describing ancient Chinese society

Use the words below to write one fact about each aspect of Chinese society listed below. Write the fact next to the aspect into which it fits.  You may use a word more than once.
	merchant

Confucianism

Buddhism
	peasant

scholar


	Aspect of society
	One important fact

	Economy
	

	Culture
	

	Social groups
	

	Government
	


End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part B

III. Short Answer

Answer each question below in a well-written paragraph.
6. How did the civil service examination affect Chinese society? Include at least three effects in your answer.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


7. Why was the Silk Road significant for China?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Exit Ticket: Reflection
	Name:

	Date:


8. When, where and how did you prepare for this assessment?

9. What part(s) of the assessment did you feel confident about? What parts did you feel less sure about?

10. Next time you study for an assessment like this, what will you do the same? What will you do differently?

11. Are there any particular questions you have about how to study for a quiz like this?
Exit Ticket: Reflection
	Name:

	Date:


12. When, where and how did you prepare for this assessment?

13. What part(s) of the assessment did you feel confident about? What parts did you feel less sure about?
14. Next time you study for an assessment like this, what will you do the same? What will you do differently?
15. Are there any particular questions you have about how to study for a quiz like this?

	[image: image3.emf]
	This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.

Exempt third-party content is indicated by the footer: © (name of copyright holder). Used by permission and not subject to Creative Commons license.


PAGE  
	© 2015 EL Education, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.
	EL Education Curriculum • Grade 9 World History • M1:U1:L16 • 4 



[image: image1.png][image: image2.emf][image: image3.emf][image: image4.png][ Education



[image: image5.emf]