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	World Geography: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 3

The Borders of Countries: 
Interpreting Political Maps 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Disciplinary Thinking

· Interpret a variety of maps, including physical, political, population, vegetation, resource/economic activity, and climate maps. (Informed by MA HSS CS.6.1, CS.6.2, CS.6.4, CS.6.5, CS.6.7 and by c3 Framework D2.Geo.1.6–8, D2.Geo.2.6–8, D2.Geo.3.6–8)
· Analyze how humans and the physical environment affect each other.
 (Informed by MA HSS 6.A.3, 6.WA.3, 6.CSA.3, 6.SEAO.3, 6.NEA.3, 6.E.3, 6.SAM.3 and by C3 Framework D2.Geo.4.6–8, D2.Geo.5.6–8, D2Geo.6.6–8)
	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment, Part A (Lesson 5)

	Daily Learning Target
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can interpret a political map.

· I can explain how physical features affect country borders.
	Interpreting Political Maps: Africa

Exit Ticket: Country Borders in Africa


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Draw Political Borders (10 minutes)
2. Work Time

A. Mini Lesson: Interpreting Political Maps (20 minutes)

B. Pair Work: Interpreting Political Map of Africa (20 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Exit Ticket: Country Borders in Africa (10 minutes)

4. Homework

Use the study guide to prepare for Mid-Unit 1 Assessment, Part A.
	· Entry Task: Draw Political Borders (one to display and one per student; see Teaching Notes)

· Rand McNally Classroom Atlas (book; one per student)

· Language of Geography anchor chart (begun in Lesson 2)

· Several images of places that are more and less densely populated (one each to display; see Teaching Notes)

· Language of Geography Tri-Fold: Political Maps (from Lesson 2; one per student)

· Interpreting Political Maps: Africa (one per student)

· Exit Ticket: Country Borders in Africa (one per student)


	Teaching Notes

	· This lesson draws on the National Geographic Education lesson “Political Borders.” It uses one specific resource and includes useful guidance about the concepts in this lesson.

· Citation: “Political Borders.” National Geographic Education, n.d. Web. 15 May 2015.
<http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/lesson/political-borders/?ar_a=1>. 

· Suggestions for use: For the entry task, access “Drawing Political Borders” (one of the materials provided in “Political Borders”) by clicking on the Preparation tab for Lesson 1 or at http://media.education.nationalgeographic.com/assets/file/Draw_Political_Borders.pdf.
· In advance:
· Review the descriptions of National Geographic Education “Political Borders” Lessons 1 and 2 for ideas on how to analyze the interaction between physical geography and country boundaries. These notes may help in particular with Work Time A.
· Plan the debrief of the entry task in Work Time A, focusing on which questions you plan to ask students.
· Prepare Entry Task: Draw Political Borders and post one copy.

· Prepare several images of places that are more and less densely populated to give students a concrete sense of what it means to be densely populated. A simple internet image search will yield some good options.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	border, country, nation, city, capital, town, settlement, urban, population, population density 


	· Observe how accurately students can locate places during the mini lesson about reading a political map in Work Time A. Consider working directly with a small group of students during Work Time B who were struggling in Work Time A.

· English Language Learners may need additional support with learning the vocabulary words. Consider providing them with additional resources such as sentences that use the words. You might also support them in doing a word sort.
· Students who are new to the geography of Africa might benefit from some visual guidance in finding the places referred to in the questions. One option is to post a copy of the map with relevant places highlighted. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Draw Political Borders (10 minutes)
· Distribute Entry Task: Draw Political Borders. Explain to students that a border is a line, real or imaginary, that separates two countries or regions.
· After a few minutes of individual work, tell students to turn and talk with the person next to them about their ideas. 


	Work Time

	A. Mini Lesson: Interpreting Political Maps (20 minutes)
· Ask several pairs to share their thinking about where they drew borders and why. Consider inviting some students to draw their ideas on the posted version of the Entry Task: Draw political borders in different colors.

· After hearing from several pairs, lead a discussion around the following questions: How do physical features affect political borders? Did you try to keep physical features all within one country? Split them up? Why? Are physical features more important than cultural features, such as language, in determining borders? Is it okay for a country to have a mix of languages and religions? Why or why not? 

· Students might engage most quickly with this conversation if given some concrete questions to respond to, such as: “Raise your hand if you used a river as a country border. Why did you do that?” or “Raise your hand if you drew a country that did not use a river as a country border. Why didn’t you do that?” 
· Tell students that today they will be thinking about political maps, which are maps that focus on showing political features such as country borders. As they work today, students will consider how physical features affect country borders. 
· Introduce political maps by asking students to turn to the political map of Africa on page 87 of their Rand McNally Classroom Atlas. 
· Ask students questions to help them read the map: “How can you tell where country borders are? How can you tell where towns and cities are? What is the difference between a city and a capital? In Egypt, what is the capital? What is another city?” Make sure students notice that the key tells them about the size of different cities. Say: “Put your finger on a city with a population of more than 1 million people. Put your finger on a city with a population of less than 25,000 people.” 
· As you discuss these questions, add the following terms to the Language of Geography anchor chart: country, nation, city, capital, town, settlement, urban, population, population density. 
· Finally, explain the idea of population density, which is closely related to the size of cities. Tell students that population refers to the total number of people, and population density refers to how closely those people live together. Consider using several images of places that are more and less densely populated to illustrate this idea. 

· Distribute Language of Geography Tri-Fold: Political Maps. Point out that it is structured exactly like the Language of Geography Tri-Fold: Mapping the World from Lesson 2. Give students a few minutes to add symbols to the Language of Geography Tri-Fold: Political Maps.


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Pair Work: Interpreting Political Map of Africa (20 minutes)
· Arrange students into pairs. Remind them of the norms for pair work. Consider asking pairs to choose one norm to focus on during this pair work. 
· Distribute Interpreting Political Maps: Africa and tell students to use page 87 of their Rand McNally atlas to answer the questions. 
· Circulate to confer with students and provide assistance. 
· After 7 minutes, invite pairs to quickly confer on how well they are adhering to their chosen norm. Invite them to keep working.
· After 8 more minutes, briefly review the questions, focusing conversation on the interaction between physical features and political borders. 
· Ask each pair to report out on how they did with their chosen norm.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Country Borders in Africa (10 minutes)
· Distribute Exit Ticket: Country Borders in Africa and ask students to complete it. 

· Notice and name students who are diligently working on the exit ticket.


	Homework

	· Use the study guide (from Lesson 2) to prepare for Mid-Unit 1 Assessment, Part A.


Language of Geography Anchor Chart

	Mapping the World
	Political Maps
	Physical Maps

	Map
	country
	

	Globe
	nation
	

	Latitude
	city
	

	Longitude
	capital
	

	Prime meridian
	town
	

	Equator
	settlement
	

	Projection
	urban
	

	Continents
	population
	

	Ocean
	population density
	

	
	
	


Language of Geography Tri-Fold: Political Maps
	Name:

	Date:


	Word
	Symbol/Picture
	Definition

	country
	
	An area of land controlled by its own government

	nation
	
	A country

	city
	
	A large or important town

	capital
	
	A city where the center of government is for a country (or state)

	town
	
	A place where people live and work, larger than a village and smaller than a city

	settlement
	
	A place where a group of people live

	urban
	
	Related to cities

	population
	
	The number of people living in a particular area

	population density
	
	The number of people living in a set area, often a square mile or square kilometer


Interpreting Political Maps: Africa
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Turn to page 87 in the Rand McNally Classroom Atlas. Refer to the maps of Africa to answer the following questions. 
1. What is the capital of Nigeria? 

2. Is Lagos, another city in Nigeria, bigger or smaller than the capital?

3. Of what country is Cairo the capital?

4. How can you tell if a labeled place is a country or a city?

5. What is the capital of Morocco?

6. What are some other cities in Morocco? Which is the smallest city?

7. Find a border that follows a physical feature. What countries does it divide? What feature does it follow?

8. Find a border that does not follow a physical feature. What countries does it divide? How can you tell it does not follow a physical feature?

9. What physical features explain the location of Kinshasa and Brazzaville?

10. Why do you think that Tamanrasset (in Algeria) is such a small city? What physical feature is there?

Exit Ticket: Country Borders in Africa
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Work on this individually. 
Look at the map of Africa on page 87 and find the country of Tanzania. Which of its borders follow physical features? Which do not? How can you tell? When you describe borders, use the words “north,” “south,” “east,” and “west.” 

	

	

	

	


Exit Ticket: Country Borders in Africa
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: work on this individually. 
Look at the map of Africa on page 87 and find the country of Tanzania. Which of its borders follow physical features? Which do not? How can you tell? When you describe borders, use the words “north,” “south,” “east,” and “west.” 

	

	

	

	


� This outcome is only introduced here; there is no summative assessment of this outcome in this module.
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