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	World Geography: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 6

Investigating Big Ideas: 
What Is Justice? 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Explain what human rights are and give examples of how having or not having them affects people’s lives. (Informed by MA HSS CS.6.9)

Literacy

· Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. (CCSS SL.6.1)
	End of Unit Assessment in Lesson 15

	Daily Learning Target
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can define justice.

· I can give examples of situations that do and do not represent justice. 
	Entry Task: What is Justice?

Ongoing Student Reflection: What Is Just?
Reading Journal Entry #1


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: What Is Justice? (5 minutes)

2. Work Time

A. Poster Session: Exploring Justice (30 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Debrief: Student Reflection (10 minutes)
B. Homework Introduction: Reading Journal (15 minutes)

4. Homework

Read pages 8–17 in A Life Like Mine. Complete Reading Journal Entry #1. Study for the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment, Part B in Lesson 9.
	· Entry Task: What Is Justice? (one per student)
· Nine numbered artifacts (see list of items in the supporting materials)

· Chart paper (nine pieces, one per artifact)

· Markers (one per student)

· Poster Session: Notice and Wonder note-catcher (one per student and one for display)
· Poster Session protocol (one for display)
· Ongoing Student Reflection: What Is Just? (one per student)
· A Life Like Mine (book; one per student) 
· New Text Scavenger Hunt: A Life Like Mine (one per student)
· Reading Journal Entry #1 (one per student)


	Teaching Notes

	· This lesson marks a transition from building geography skills (i.e., map reading and basic geographic awareness) to considering the guiding question of the course: What are human rights and why do they matter? The issue of human rights is very connected to the study of geography: In many cases, it is where people live that affects the extent to which their human rights are protected. In addition, the study of geography is broader than the study of physical features: It includes understanding how place and location interact with other issues, including culture and government. 
· In this lesson, students explore the concept of justice. In subsequent lessons, they link justice to the quest for human rights. Because these are important and complex ideas, students return to them throughout the module. Clearly communicate this, so students understand that this is not a time for them to come to a final conclusion about what is just. They will have time to reflect on, add to, and clarify their understanding in future lessons.
· Keep students’ reflections from the Closing in a safe place. Students will return to it in each module as a way for them to track their learning around this complex and important topic. At the end of the year, you may want to collect each of the reflections in a packet and do a simple “I used to think … but now I think …” reflection so both you and the students can see the way their thinking has evolved. 
· In this lesson, students begin to read A Life Like Mine. They have a reading journal to support them in this. The whole reading journal (for Lessons 6–14) is included in the supporting materials of this lesson. Consider if you want to hand this out as a packet, or give the students a new sheet with each chunk of the text they read. However you organize this, check in on student work and give feedback frequently. Note that although future lessons list specific A Life Like Mine reading journal entries as homework, all of the reading entries are together in the supporting materials of this lesson.

· In advance:
· Post Poster Session protocol.
· Gather artifacts for the poster session and arrange them around the room with numbers 1–9 (see supporting materials).
· Post learning target.
· Post question for Work Time B: “What is this? Where is this? What does it add to our understanding of what is a just society?”


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	· justice, essential rights, table of contents, bulleted lists, infographs, definitions, profile


	· If some students struggle with following multiple-step directions, post the steps for Work Time B: 1. Take turns sharing from your Notices and Wonders sheet for 4 minutes; 2. Spend 1 minute quietly looking at the  item; 3. Read the posted question aloud; 4. Take turns sharing your answers to the question for 3 minutes.

· If you have students who would benefit from having a timekeeping device, consider using it in Work Times A and B.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: What Is Justice? (5 minutes)

· Distribute Entry Task: What Is Justice? and ask students to work on it independently. 
· After 5 minutes, ask a student to read the posted learning targets aloud. Note for students that they have already begun thinking about the complex idea of justice during the entry task. This idea is something they will return to throughout the year. Let them know you’re looking forward to hearing their ideas after they’ve had a chance to explore the idea more in depth.


	Work Time

	A. Poster Session: Exploring Justice (30 minutes)

· Remind students of the focus question: “What is justice?”

· Focus students on the nine numbered artifacts around the room. Tell students that they are going to study these artifacts with the question “What is justice?” in mind. 
· Explain that they will begin by becoming an expert on one artifact, so that they are able to present to the group during poster sessions.
· Divide the group and assign them each a number 1–9. Invite students to go and stand by the artifact with that number. Depending on the number of students in your group, there should be two or three students with each artifact. 
· Distribute chart paper and markers and tell students that they are going to spend 10 minutes with this artifact and become an expert on the artifact. In their small group they are to create a poster that they can use to teach the rest of the class about the artifact during poster sessions. 
· Direct students to the posted questions: “What is this? Where is this? What does it add to our understanding of what is a just society?” Tell students that as they examine and discuss the item, they should ask themselves these questions. Emphasize that the poster they create in their group should explain how they think their artifact answers these questions.
· Make it clear that each student in the group must understand the key points on the poster in order to be able to teach from it.
· Invite students to begin. Circulate to support them as they create their posters. Continue to ask: “What is justice?”
· Refocus the group.
· Explain that students will be following the Poster Session protocol to explore some of these artifacts. 
· Display and distribute the Poster Session: Notice and Wonder note-catcher. 
· Review the Poster Session protocol with students. Invite one student to read it aloud for the whole group. 


	Work Time (continued)

	· Tell students that there will be two poster sessions to ensure that all students have an opportunity to present and an opportunity to explore the other artifacts and posters. Invite students to decide in their small groups who will present at their artifact in session 1 and who will present at the artifact in session 2.

· Explain to students they during the poster sessions, they will be given time to visit only three artifacts. Invite students in their small artifact groups to divide up the artifacts so that each student in the group will visit different ones, so that they are able to come back together as a group to share their learning and to learn from each other. For example, one student could do 1–3, another 4–6, and the other 7–9. 

· Ask students to circle the artifacts they have been allocated to visit on their note-catcher. 

· Invite the first presenters to stand with their artifacts, and invite the other students to position themselves according to the artifacts they have been allocated. 

· Ensure you keep time according to the directions on the protocol, and switch presenters after students have visited three artifacts. 

· After the two poster sessions, invite students to return to their original artifact and small group. 
· Invite students to share their learning from each of the artifacts and to record their learning from each other on their note-catchers. By the end of this, students should have something recorded for at least six of the artifacts (group of two students) or all nine artifacts (group of three).


	Closing

	A. Debrief: Student Reflection (10 minutes)
· Distribute the Ongoing Student Reflection: What Is Just? 

· Tell students the ideas they began thinking about today are complex and important. They will continue to think about these ideas all year long. Their thinking will deepen and change as they learn more about justice and how it looks—and doesn’t look—in different places in the world throughout the year. This Ongoing Student Reflection handout will help capture that growth in their thinking, and they will return to it several times throughout the year. Reiterate that it is unlikely they will have a complete answer to some of the questions on the handout today, and that’s okay. They should simply record their initial thinking.

· Give students time to quietly reflect. If you sense some kids are ready to move on, you could distribute A Life Like Mine. However, resist distributing the book too early, as this would be distracting for some students.


	Closing (continued)

	B. Homework Introduction: Reading Journal (15 minutes)

· Distribute A Life Like Mine, New Text Scavenger Hunt: A Life Like Mine, and Reading Journal Entry #1. 
· Ask the students to turn to the Foreword (the page before the Table of Contents) in A Life Like Mine and follow along as you read it aloud. After you’re done reading, point the words essential rights. Students have seen rights a lot today. 
· Ask: “Does anyone have a definition for ‘rights’?” Students might offer examples of rights, or they might explain that rights are things that everyone is entitled to. Ensure that students have a working definition of this word.
· Explain that they will be reading from A Life Like Mine for homework. It will give them a good look at how children live all over the world. It will help them imagine a “just” society and “rights” being met or not met in a life that is different from their own. The children that they will read about live all over the world, in many different political and physical environments. They may be surprised at ways in which the lives of these children are like their lives, and at the ways in which their lives are different.
· Orient students to the book’s structure and text features. Start with the table of contents and the text features such as bulleted lists, lists in boxes, infographs, definitions, profiles, and maps for each section. Be sure to mention the bolded items on the New Text Scavenger Hunt: A Life Like Mine.

· Direct the students’ attention to Reading Journal Entry #1, which they will complete for homework. They should read pages 8–16 of A Life Like Mine and complete the table on the handout. Answer clarifying questions. 

· Tell students they will now get to know their book a little by completing a scavenger hunt. Invite students to complete the scavenger hunt as their exit ticket.


	Homework

	· Read pages 8–17 in A Life Like Mine. Complete Reading Journal Entry #1. Study for the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment, Part B in Lesson 9.


Entry Task: What Is Justice?

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Complete this task individually. 
What is “just”? Please give a specific example of something that is “just” or something that is “unjust” that you have read about or witnessed first-hand. Be sure to explain how it illustrates your idea of justice.

	

	

	


	

	

	


	


Poster Session: Suggested Items

(For Teacher Reference)
Below is a list of suggested items for the poster session. Depending on the number of students in your class, you may wish to augment or edit this list. 

1. Several copies of I Am Malala with a sticky note on page 187. Mark the paragraph beginning with “But out of violence and tragedy …”  (Note: This is a text purchased to use in Module 3.)

2. Several copies of A Life Like Mine with sticky notes in pages 12, 25, 44, 77, and 125.

3. On a laptop, project: 

Fisher, Max. "Percentage of the population that is enslaved." Map. The Washington Post. 17 Oct. 2013. Web. 14 May 2015. <http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/10/17/this-map-shows-where-the-worlds-30-million-slaves-live-there-are-60000-in-the-u-s/>
4. Several copies of Faces, Feb 2006, Vol. 22, Issue 6. Cobblestone Publishing. This magazine about Nelson Mandela is a suggested text to purchase for Module 2. Place a sticky note on page 12. 

5. On a lap top, project:

Rathe, Joanne. "Revisiting South Africa's Apartheid Era." Boston Globe: n. pag.  Web. 14 May 2015. <http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/photos/photos_galleries/apartheidsouthafrica/>
6. If the World Were a Village

7.  On a laptop, project:

"UNESCO eAtlas of Literacy." UNESCO Institute for Statistics, n.d. Web. 14 May 2015. <http://www.uis.unesco.org/data/atlas-literacy/en>
8. Print out or display this image:

"Infographic:12 Years for All!" Malala Fund Blog. 29 Apr. 2015. Web. 14 May 2015. <http://community.malala.org/12-years-free-education-1026865390.html>
9. On a laptop, project:

Marosi, Richard. "Product of Mexico: Hardship on Mexico's Farms, a Bounty for U.S. Tables." Graphics. Los Angeles Times 7 Dec. 2014, n. pag. Web. 15 May 2015. <http://graphics.latimes.com/product-of-mexico-camps/>.

Poster Session: Notice and Wonder Note-catcher

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: As you participate in the poster session today, capture your thinking on this note-catcher.

Prepare: Study the artifact you have been assigned to. First, just notice and wonder. Then prepare to discuss with the group: What is this? Where might it be? What do you think it might have to do with the idea of a just society?
	“Poster” number
	I notice …
	I wonder …
	What might this have to do with a just society?

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	


Poster Session Protocol

Note: Your teacher will keep time for you.

10. Go to the first artifact you have been allocated by your small group.

11. Spend 2 minutes looking at the artifact and the poster in silence, and record your notices and wonders on your note-catcher.

12. Spend 1 minute listening to the presenter, and asking them your wonders. Record what you learn in the “What might this have to do with a just society?” column of your note-catcher.

13. Repeat with the next two artifacts you have been allocated.

Ongoing Student Reflection: What Is Just?


	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Answer the questions below. You will return to this reflection a few times throughout the year. Your answers will likely change as you learn more about social justice and human rights in different places around the world. 

14. What does an ideal, “just” community look like?
15. What are human rights? Who is entitled to human rights?
16. Does where you live affect the extent to which your human rights are protected?

17. What are some barriers to human rights?
18. What happens when people live where they don’t have human rights? Give an example.
19. Name one champion of human rights, and describe how he/she worked to create a more just society.
20. What can you do to support human rights and build a more just society?
New Text Scavenger Hunt:

A Life Like Mine
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: This is your new book. Please take a few minutes to acquaint yourself with it. 

21. Find the page that has pictures of traditional foods from around the world (page 22). Which food looks tasty to you?
22. Find the “formula” for a healthy child on page 38. What is it?
23. Find the bulleted list of why some kids don’t go to school on page 49. What is one of those reasons?
24. Find the picture of a brother and sister on page 108. Who are they? 
25. Find the text box on page 77. What is one way you know that work is wrong for children?
26. Find a pie graph on page 20 that shows how many people go to bed hungry. What section is this in? Survival, Development, Protection, or Participation?
27. Look at the pictures of religious worship on pages 110 and 111. Name one of the religions pictured. 
28. What is the name of one person profiled in this book?
29. Find one of the maps in this book. What country is it a map of?
30. Find an interesting picture. What page is it on? What is it of?

Reading Journal:

A Life Like Mine

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: This is a place for you to take notes on your reading. Please fill in the chart as you read. 

	Reading Journal Entry #1: A Life Like Mine pgs. 8–17

	What is the right discussed in these pages?


	Why is this right important?

	What is a thought-provoking fact you learned from one of the bulleted lists or infographs on pages 12 and 13? Why?


	Look at page 13. Why don’t some people have this right?



	What picture did you find interesting? Why?
	Look at page 14. What are some different ways people all over the world do have this right?



	Who is the person profiled on page 16 and 17?


	How does this person’s profile relate to having this right?


	Reading Journal Entry #2: A Life Like Mine pgs. 18–36 

	What are the two rights discussed in these pages?


	Why are these rights important?

	What is a thought-provoking fact you learned from one of the bulleted lists or infographs on pages 20 and 21? Why?


	Look at page 29. Why don’t some people have the right to shelter?



	What picture did you find interesting? Why?
	Look at pages 22 and 23. What are some different ways people all over the world do have this right?



	Who is the person profiled on pages 32 and 33?


	How does this person’s profile relate to having this right?


	Reading Journal Entry #3: A Life Like Mine pgs. 36–43 

	What is the right discussed in these pages?


	Why is this right important?

	What is a thought-provoking fact you learned from one of the bulleted lists or infographs on pages 38 and 39? Why?


	Look at page 39. Why don’t some people have this right?



	What picture did you find interesting? Why?
	Look at page 41. What are some different ways people all over the world do have this right?



	Who is the person profiled on pages 42 and 43?


	How does this person’s profile relate to having this right?

	Reading Journal Entry #4: A Life Like Mine pgs. 44–56

	What is the right discussed in these pages?


	Why is this right important?

	What is a thought-provoking fact you learned from one of the bulleted lists or infographs on pages 48 and 49? Why?


	Look at page 49. Why don’t some people have this right?



	What picture did you find interesting? Why?
	Look at pages 50 and 51. What are some different ways people all over the world do have this right?



	Who is the person profiled on pages 54 and 55?


	How does this person’s profile relate to having this right?

	Reading Journal Entry #5: A Life Like Mine pgs. 75–90 

	What is the right discussed in these pages?


	Why is this right important?

	What is a thought-provoking fact you learned from one of the bulleted lists or infographs on pages 76 and 77? Why?


	Look at page 77. What is the difference between work that is good for children and “child labor”? 



	What picture did you find interesting? Why?
	Look at page 78. Which of these children has the right kind of work for children? Why?



	Who is the person profiled on pages 80 and 81?


	How does this person’s profile relate to having this right?


	Reading Journal Entry #6: A Life Like Mine pgs. 98–126 (a variety)

	Several rights are discussed in these pages. Write down the page number where each is discussed.

Right to a nationality: pg#_____

Right to practice a religion: pg#____

Right to an opinion: pg#____

Right to expression: pg#____

Right to participate in a community pg#______
	Pick one of the rights discussed in these pages. Why is this right important?

	What is one fact you learned that was interesting? Why?


	Look at page 103. Why don’t some people have the right to a nationality?



	Who are the people profiled on pages 108 and 109?


	How does this profile relate to having these rights?



	Who is the person profiled on pages 126 and 127?


	How does this person’s profile relate to having these rights?
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