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	Grade 7: Module 2A: Unit 2: Lesson 7

Synthesizing Chávez’s Central Claim



	Grade 7: Module 2A: Unit 2: Lesson 7
Synthesizing Chávez’s Central Claim


	Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on ELA CCSS)

	I can analyze the development of a theme or central idea throughout the text. (RI.7.2)

I can analyze the organization of an informational text 
(including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas). (RI.7.5)

	Supporting Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can analyze the structure of Chávez’s speech and explain how each section contributes to his central claim.

· I can identify basic rhetorical strategies and analyze how Chávez uses them to develop his claim.
	· Commonwealth Club Address Structure anchor chart


	Agenda
	Teaching Notes

	1. Opening
A. Entry Task (10 minutes)

2. Work Time 

B. Rhetoric Tool Matching Game (15 minutes)

C. Analyzing Speech Structure: Paragraphs 28 and 29 (15 minutes)

3. Closing and Assessment

D. Exit Ticket: Self-Assessment (5 minutes)

4. Homework

E. Continue reading in your independent reading book for this unit. 
	· In this final lesson about César Chávez’s Commonwealth Club Address, students notice the tools of rhetoric that Chávez uses to develop his claims in the second part of the speech. They do this with a physical movement activity. Review your expectations for how and when students move around the classroom just before starting the activity. Descriptions of what you should and should not hear and see will help students be successful.

· Students also analyze the structure of the conclusion of the speech. Because they work independently on this activity, it can be a good opportunity for them to self-assess how well they are learning these reading comprehension skills. 

· Students more formally assess themselves on RI.7.5. Encourage them to seek additional help if they do not yet feel prepared for the assessment in Lesson 8.

· Consider what structure you will use for the independent reading check-in scheduled for Lesson 8. As you review the homework with students, make sure they are clear about what they need to have completed beforehand and what they should bring to class that day. 

· Review: Commonwealth Club Address, Paragraphs 28 and 29. 

· Post: learning targets.


	Lesson Vocabulary
	Materials

	 subjugated, sham, hoax, exploit, surname

 
	· Commonwealth Club Address Structure anchor chart (from Lesson 2)

· Commonwealth Club Address Structure anchor chart – teacher edition (from Lesson 2)

· Rhetoric Tool Matching Game (one copy for every eight students)

· Rhetoric Tool Matching Game (for teacher reference)

· Text of Commonwealth Club Address by César Chávez (students’ annotated copies from Lessons 2-7)

· Markers (three colors per student)

· Exit ticket: Self-Assessment (one per student)


	Opening
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Entry Task (10 minutes) 

·  Ask students to take out their homework from Lesson 6 and then turn and talk with their partners about their answers to the last two questions of the Text-Dependent Questions for Paragraphs 23–26.

· After students have had a few minutes to talk, debrief these two questions with the whole class. 

· When students have a clear understanding of the main claim of this section and how it relates to the central claim, direct them to take out their Commonwealth Club Address Structure anchor charts and add this information. Write this on the class anchor chart so students have a model of strong work.

· Ask students to notice that Paragraphs 22 and 27 are already done for them. They will not be reading these sections closely, but they will have a chance to read and analyze the conclusion today.

· Next, briefly discuss the corrections to the Mid-Unit 2 Assessment, focusing on items with which many students struggled. Tell students they will continue to work on these skills; the End of Unit 2 Assessment also focuses on these standards. Encourage any students who struggled on this assignment to seek additional help. 

· Finally, direct students’ attention to the learning targets today and remind them that the End of Unit 3 Assessment will focus on these.
	·  Following familiar and established routines can provide students with the comfort and confidence necessary for learning.




	Work Time
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Rhetoric Tool Matching Game (15 minutes)
· Congratulate students on their careful work to determine what Chávez said, and tell them that now they will pause to think about how he is saying this: What tools from the Rhetoric Toolbox has he been using to build his claims?

· Distribute the tool notecards from the Rhetoric Tool Matching Game to half the class. Then distribute sentence strips from the game to the other half of the class. Ask students to read their cards and clarify any vocabulary. Consider defining subjugated, sham, hoax, exploit, and surname. Tell students they need to walk around and find their match: So if they have a tool, they need to find an example of that tool. If they have a sentence strip, they need to find a tool card that describes the element of the Rhetoric Toolbox it contains. Once students have found their match, they need to sit down together to discuss their example. (The Rhetoric Tool Matching Game – for Teacher Reference has the correct matches.) They should label it on the right-hand side of their speech text and also talk about why Chávez used that particular strategy in that place.

· Ask several groups to share their thinking. Provide positive feedback for careful thinking about why Chávez is using particular strategies and how they might be convincing to his audience. Prompt students to add notes to the right hand side of their speeches as their classmates share.
	· The Rhetoric Tool Matching Game discussion activity acts as a physical release. Ensuring that students have opportunities to incorporate physical movement in the classroom supports their academic success.

 


	Work Time
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	B. Analyzing Speech Structure: Paragraphs 28 and 29 (15 minutes) 
· Direct the students to their Text of Commonwealth Club Address by César Chávez (students’ annotated copies from Lessons 2-7). Tell them they have now reached the conclusion. Ask:

· “What does a speaker usually do in the conclusion?”

· List all the reasonable responses from students and then circle the three you want them to focus on. Prompt the class to focus on these three aspects of a conclusion:

· It sums up the speaker’s most important ideas. (Ask students to identify what ideas they think are most important to Chávez. The way working conditions changed? The boycott? The conditions of Chicanos?)

· It returns to the central claim of the speech. (Remind students what it is in Chávez’s speech. Reread it from the structure anchor chart. Will he say it the same way?)

· It looks forward to the future. (Remind students to look for the signal word “will” as they read.)

· Give each student three different colored markers. Ask them to reread the conclusion to themselves and mark when they see Chávez doing what they have just identified as the three things speakers do in the conclusion.

· After 5 minutes, debrief students on the activity. They should add to their Commonwealth Club Address Structure anchor charts for these paragraphs. Use the Commonwealth Club Address Structure anchor chart – teacher edition as you support students in this work.
	· Consider helping struggling learners in a small group during this exercise.




	Closing and Assessment
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Exit Ticket: Self-Assessment (5 minutes)
· Ask students to read the learning targets for today and answer the exit ticket: self-assessment. Encourage students who still have questions about structure to come for extra help outside of class time. 
	· Developing self-assessment and reflection supports all learners, but research shows it supports struggling learners most.




	Homework
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Continue reading in your independent reading book for this unit. There will be a reading check-in tomorrow. Make sure you’ve met your goal and are prepared to talk about your book.

Note: Use the exit ticket to inform how you will open class tomorrow. 
	


	Grade 7: Module 2A: Unit 2: Lesson 7
Supporting Materials


Directions: Depending on your class, please make several copies of this page. Separate each sentence strip and each tool card. Distribute them to students so each student has either one sentence strip or one tool card. 
	Sentence Slips
	Tool Cards

	It means that the right to vote in free elections is a sham. It means the right to talk freely about the union among your fellow workers on the job is a cruel hoax. It means the right to be free from threats and intimidation by growers is an empty promise. (P18)
	Repetition of words and phrases

	The newest Harris Poll revealed that 17 million Americans boycotted grapes. (P20)
	Cite statistic

	Today the growers are like a punch-drunk old boxer who doesn’t know he’s past his prime. (P26)
	Figurative language

	These are the sins of the growers, not the farm workers. (P26)
	Emotionally charged language

	For generations, they have subjugated entire races of dark-skinned farm workers. (P26)
	Appeal to moral sense of audience

	Are these make-believe threats? Are they exaggerations? (P19)
	Rhetorical questions

	… and ask the family of Rene Lopez, the young farm worker from Fresno who was shot to death last year because he supported the union as he came out of a voting booth. (P19)
	Includes personal anecdote

	There are now 1.1 million Spanish-surname registered voters in California. (P22)
	Cite statistic

	We didn’t abuse and exploit the people who work the land. (P26)
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	Appeal to moral sense of audience


	Sentence Slips
	Tool Cards

	It means that the right to vote in free elections is a sham. It means the right to talk freely about the union among your fellow workers on the job is a cruel hoax. It means the right to be free from threats and intimidation by growers is an empty promise. (P18)
	Repetition of words and phrases

	The newest Harris Poll revealed that 17 million Americans boycotted grapes. (P20)
	Cite statistic

	Today the growers are like a punch-drunk old boxer who doesn’t know he’s past his prime. (P26)
	Figurative language

	These are the sins of the growers, not the farm workers. (P26)
	Emotionally charged language

	For generations, they have subjugated entire races of dark-skinned farm workers. (P26)
	Appeal to moral sense of audience

	Are these make-believe threats? Are they exaggerations? (P19)
	Rhetorical questions

	… and ask the family of Rene Lopez, the young farm worker from Fresno who was shot to death last year because he supported the union as he came out of a voting booth. (P19)
	Includes personal anecdote

	There are now 1.1 million Spanish-surname registered voters in California. (P22)
	Cite statistic

	We didn’t abuse and exploit the people who work the land. (P26)


	Appeal to moral sense of audience


	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Here is one of your learning targets for this unit: “I can analyze the structure of Chávez’s speech and explain how each section contributes to his central claim.” In the next lesson, you will demonstrate how well you have reached this target on the End of Unit Assessment. You will read a new speech by Chávez and analyze its structure.

What has helped you progress toward meeting this standard?
	

	

	

	


What questions do you still have?

	

	

	

	


What will you do to be successful on this assessment?
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