[image: image3.png]4 Education




	Module Lessons
	Grade 5: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 4



[image: image2.emf][image: image3.png]
“How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”
In July of 1989, a family of fierce tornadoes swirled into Hamden, Connecticut. More than 40 buildings were destroyed. Power and phone lines were downed, and hundreds of uprooted trees and severed branches blocked most major roadways.
A tornado in Connecticut is as rare as a snowstorm in south Florida. But thanks to a well-organized emergency response plan, Hamden’s town leaders and emergency workers were prepared. They handled the disaster with a minimum of confusion and outside help. Nobody was killed or seriously injured. And within days of the twisters, the town’s usual peaceful atmosphere was restored.
Natural disasters can’t be prevented. Often, they can’t even be predicted. Phenomena such as earthquakes and tornadoes strike suddenly. Hurricanes can abruptly change course. An afternoon shower can turn into flooding rains. Harmless snow storms can explode into mighty blizzards.
Relief Agencies

There are several state, federal, and private agencies standing by to help communities when disaster strikes. But these organizations, like the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the American Red Cross, can take days to arrive at the scene.
In the most critical early phase of a disaster, a community will usually have to rely on its own resources to handle acute problems. The seriously injured must be rescued and treated. Fires must be extinguished. Threatened neighborhoods must be evacuated. And it’s vital that local emergency forces prepare themselves with regular drills and exercises.
“Until we had serious floods, in 1982, our emergency plans were gathering dust in someone’s office. We thought nothing could ever happen to us,” says Hamden’s deputy fire chief, Walter MacDowell. “We were totally unprepared for those floods. But after that, we made sure we knew what we were doing. When the tornadoes hit, we were ready.”
Is your community vulnerable to a natural disaster? How well would your community cope? What can you do to help?
Any community can be prepared. And by understanding what your community is doing — or should be doing — to brace for disaster, you can become an important part of your community’s preparedness effort.
Community Plan

Every community in America has a disaster response plan. And you can learn about the plan in your area by contacting the officials in charge of local emergency preparedness.
If you live in a large community, chances are there’s an emergency preparedness office in your town. Smaller communities coordinate these services through the police or fire department. You can also get in touch with the emergency preparedness office in your state capital, or with FEMA via their website.
Emergency preparedness officials can tell you what they’ve been doing to prepare for disasters. But even more important, they can help you understand what you can do to prepare yourself.
From Scholastic.com. Copyright © 2017 by Scholastic Inc. Reprinted by permission of  Scholastic Inc.

<https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/ how-well-your-community-prepared/>
Glossary:
· acute: very serious, important, critical
· agency: an organization that works for a purpose
· critical: very important
· federal: of or relating to such a central authority, often as opposed to state or local authority
· local: having to do with a particular place such as a neighborhood, community, or town
· private: of funds or other resources, not coming from the government
· phase: stage
· rely: depend on
· state: pertaining to one of the areas belonging to a federation; in this case, pertaining to one of the fifty states in the United States.
· vital: very important, necessary
Finding the Gist and
Unfamiliar Vocabulary Answers:
“How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.4, L.5.4

Note: Words in the Unfamiliar Vocabulary column will vary. Words students are likely to be unfamiliar with (and their accompanying definitions) have been included for each section. Encourage students to use the strategies on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.

	Text
	Gist
What is it mostly?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning

(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Introduction
	Tornadoes destroyed a town in Connecticut. The town had a well-organized emergency response plan.
	organized 
emergency

response
	to arrange
a sudden dangerous situation
reacting

	Relief Agencies
	There are agencies that can help after a natural disaster. A community should still be prepared to help immediately after the disaster happens.
	several
resources 

evacuated
	not many, but more than two
a source of help or support
to leave for safety reasons

	Community Plan
	Every community in the United States has a disaster response plan. Knowing your community’s plan can help you be prepared, too.
	coordinate
community
	to arrange or plan
a particular area where a group of people live


Close Reading Guide: 
“How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”
RI.5.1, RI.5.4, RI.5.8, W.5.7, W.5.8, L.5.2a, L.5.4
(For Teacher Reference)

Time: 40 minutes
	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	1. What point is the author making in the first three paragraphs? (RI.5.8)
	· Throughout this close read, students will work in triads to discuss answers to the questions you ask. Use different strategies to have them respond, such as cold calling, selecting volunteers, or responding chorally as a group. Monitor and guide conversation with Conversation Cues. Refer to the Close Reading Note-catcher: “How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”
· Focus students on the introduction to the article, beginning with “In July of 1989…” to “…mighty blizzards.”
· Ask:
“What happened in Hamden, Connecticut in July of 1989?” (A family of tornadoes destroyed buildings, power and phone lines, trees, and roadways.)

Are tornadoes common in Connecticut? What words in the text make you think so?” (No, the first sentence says that tornadoes are as rare in Connecticut as snowstorms are in south Florida.)

“What made Hamden’s town leaders and emergency workers prepared for the tornadoes? Underline the sentence in the text that helped you answer this question.” (a well-organized emergency response plan; “But thanks to a well-organized emergency response plan, Hamden’s town leaders and emergency workers were prepared.”)

“What does organized mean? What does well - mean? What does well-organized mean?” (arranged; carefully or thoroughly; to carefully and thoroughly arrange something)

“What does response mean? What might an emergency response plan be?” (reacting; a plan for how you will react to an emergency)


	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	
	“What does prepared mean? What were Hamden’s town leaders and emergency workers prepared for?” (ready for; they were ready for tornadoes and other natural disasters)
“Now, turn to a partner and take turns restating the sentence you underlined in your own words. (Hamden was ready for the tornadoes because they had a plan for what to do in an emergency.)
“What happened because Hamden’s town leaders and emergency workers had an emergency response plan?” (They were prepared, they did not need much outside help, and no one was killed or seriously injured.)
· Ask Q1 and invite students to record their answers on their note-catchers. (It is important for a community to have an emergency response plan so they can be prepared for a natural disaster.)

	2. What reason does the author give to support the point that it is important for a community to have an emergency response plan? (RI.5.8)
3. What evidence does the author give to support this point? (RI.5.8)
	· Focus students on the first paragraph of “Relief Agencies.” Invite students to read it aloud chorally with you.

· Focus students on the first sentence of this paragraph: “There are several state, federal, and private agencies standing by to help communities when disaster strikes.”

· Think-Pair-Share:

“Who is standing by to help communities when disaster strikes?” (state, federal, and private agencies)

“Circle the punctuation marks used to separate the words state, federal, and private. What is this mark?” (comma)

“State, federal, and private are used as adjectives in this sentence. Remember, an adjective is a word that describes a noun. What noun is being described?” (agency)

“This phrase is listing agencies. What agencies is it listing?” (state agencies; federal agencies; private agencies)

· Focus students on the glossary at the end of the text and clarify the meaning of the following words:

· state: pertaining to one of the areas belonging to a federation; in this case, pertaining to one of the fifty states in the United States.

· federal: of or relating to such a central authority, often as opposed to state or local authority

· private: of funds or other resources, not coming from the government


	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	
	· Think-Triad-Share:
“An agency is an organization that works for a purpose. What is the purpose of these state, federal, and private agencies?” (to help communities when disaster strikes)

“What does standing by mean?” (waiting)

· Invite students to reread the first paragraph silently. Ask:
“What is the problem with depending on state federal and private agencies to help in an emergency?” (They can take days to get there.)

· Focus students on the second paragraph of “Relief Agencies” and invite students to whisper read it with a partner.
· Focus students on the first sentence in this paragraph: “In the most critical early phase of a disaster, a community will usually have to rely on its own resources to handle acute problems.”
· Clarify the meaning of the following words:
· critical: very important
· phase: stage
· acute: very serious, important, critical
· rely: depend on
· Think-Pair-Share
“What does a community have to do in this most important stage of a disaster?” (rely on its own resources to solve problems)
“Problems caused by what?” (the natural disaster)
“Read the rest of the second paragraph. According to the article what are some of the things that must be done right away, in the early phase of a natural disaster?” (“The seriously injured must be rescued and treated. Fires must be extinguished. Threatened neighborhoods must be evacuated.”)
“Why would it be important for a community to ‘rely on its own resources’ to do these things?” (Outside agencies can take days to respond. If things like this are not done quickly, even more damage, injury, and loss of life can occur.)
· Invite students to reread the rest of the section silently. Ask:
“What additional evidence does the author use to support the point that every community should have an emergency preparedness plan?” (The author provides an example: when the tornadoes hit Hamden, they had a plan and were ready.)


	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	
	· Ask Q2. Remind students that a reason explains a point and should include the word “because”. Invite students to record their answers on their note-catchers. (It’s important because then a community will be ready with its own resources to handle critical problems until help from bigger organizations arrives.)
· Ask Q3 and invite students to record their answers on their note-catchers. (Hamden wasn’t prepared for the flood in 1982; then they developed better emergency response plans which made them better prepared when a tornado hit in 1989.)

	4. What reason does the author give to support the point that it is important for a community to have an emergency response plan? (RI.5.8)
5. What evidence does the author give to support this point? (RI.5.8)
	· Focus students on “Community Plan” and invite them to whisper read these paragraphs with a partner.
· Think-Pair-Share:
“What is the gist of this section?” (you can learn about your community’s disaster response plan by contacting your local officials, like the emergency preparedness office or the police or fire departments)
“What two things can you learn from emergency preparedness officials?” (what they’ve been doing to prepare the community for disasters and what you can do to prepare yourself for disasters)
· Ask Q4 and invite students to record their answers on their note-catchers. (It’s important because then people living in the community can learn how to prepare themselves.)
· Ask Q5 and invite students to record their answers on their note-catchers. (“And by understanding what your community is doing…to brace for disaster, you can become an important part of your community’s preparedness effort.”)

	6. According to this text, how can we stay safe during natural disasters? (RI.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8)
	· Ask Q6 and invite students to record their ideas on their Natural Disasters Research note-catchers.


Close Reading Note-catcher:
“How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, RI.5.4, RI.5.8, W.5.7, W.5.8, L.5.2a, L.5.4
Point: It is important for a community to have an emergency response plan so they can be prepared for a natural disaster.
	Reason
	Evidence

	because then a community will be ready with its own resources to handle critical problems until help from bigger organizations arrives
	· Hamden wasn’t prepared for the flood in 1982

· Hamden made better emergency response plans

· then they were better prepared when a tornado hit in 1989

	because then people living in the community can learn how to prepare themselves
	· “And by understanding what your community is doing… to brace for disaster, you can become an important part of your community’s preparedness effort.”


Close Reading Note-catcher:
“How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”
RI.5.1, RI.5.4, RI.5.8, W.5.7, W.5.8, L.5.2a, L.5.4

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Point:
	Reason
	Evidence

	
	

	
	


Language Dive Guide:
“How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”

(For Teacher Reference)

Notes: Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.
Sentence: But these organizations, like the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the American Red Cross, can take days to arrive at the scene. (from paragraph 4 of “How Well Is Your Community Prepared?” by Scholastic)
Rationale: This sentence is compelling because it states a reason the author gives to support the point of the article, which helps address the Daily Learning Target and RI.5.8. This sentence connects to a big idea by helping us understand how natural disasters can devastate people and places: it may take too long for help to arrive. The sentence connects to a guiding question by helping us understand one reason why we should prepare for a natural disaster: others may not be able to help immediately. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure can take days to arrive at the scene. After discussing this structure, students practice using it to talk about something in their own lives. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when identifying reasons and evidence an author gives to support a point in the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment.
Time: 10 minutes
	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks; display and distribute the note-catcher. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart:
“How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”
(For Teacher Reference)

	But these organizations,

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· these organizations: “What is this sentence about?” the state, federal, and private agencies mentioned in the previous sentence. This sentence is about organizations that help communities when disasters happen. (noun phrase)

· But: “Can you figure out why the author wrote But?” But links the idea in the previous sentence to the idea that will be presented in this sentence, and signals contrast between them. (coordinating conjunction)

· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to discuss the idea presented in the previous sentence and then predict what contrasting idea might be presented in this sentence.

	like the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· like: “Can you figure out why the author wrote like?” to introduce an example of the organizations mentioned in the previous chunk. like can also be used as a verb to mean to enjoy. (preposition)

· the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA): “What does this chunk tell us?” It tells us the name of one organization, or agency, that provides support to communities when natural disasters happen. (proper noun)

· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to discuss why they think the author put FEMA in parentheses.

	and the American Red Cross,

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “What does this chunk tell us?” and signals that this chunk will add onto the information in the previous chunk. This chunk tells us the name of another organization, the American Red Cross, that helps communities when natural disasters happen. (coordinating conjunction + proper noun)

· Students can work in pairs for one minute to look up and find out as much as they can about one of the two organizations, FEMA or the American Red Cross. They can then switch pairs to talk with someone who looked up the other organization, and share what they learned.


	can take days to arrive at the scene.

	Deconstruct: Language Goaals
	· can take days to arrive: “What does this chunk tell us about the relief organizations?” It tells us that the relief organizations may take a long time to show up. (modal + base verb + noun + infinitive = verb phrase)

· at the scene: “Organizations can take days to arrive where?” at the location or in the community where the natural disaster happened. (preposition + noun phrase = prepositional phrase)

· can: “Can you figure out why the author wrote can?” to express that it is possible that these organizations will take days to arrive. can also leaves open the possibility that they arrive immediately. can, in this sentence, does not mean are able to.
· “What if we replace can with will?” will suggests it is certain that they will take days to arrive.
· “What if we remove can?” removing can suggests it is certain that they will take days to arrive.
· Based on their research about their expert group natural disaster, students can take 30 seconds in pairs to visualize and then list some problems a community might face if it took days for relief organizations to arrive with help. They can then switch pairs to brainstorm ideas for what the people in the community might do to prepare ahead of time.

	Practice (Focus structure)
	· Students can use the sentence frame to talk about something in their own lives that can take days to accomplish.
· It can take days to _______________. (Example: It can take days to build a fort. It can take days to write an essay.)
(Subject + modal + main verb + noun + infinitive.)
· To provide lighter support: “What if we replaced days with a day? How would your sentence change?” Responses will vary.
· To provide heavier support: Provide a phrase bank for students to choose from. Consider including some examples that would not make sense in this sentence.
· “How can we use can in our own speaking and writing?” (before a main verb to suggest the action is possible)
· Students can share their sentence in pairs and then write and sketch it. ✎


	But these organizations, like the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the American Red Cross, can take days to arrive at the scene.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” But many relief organizations take a long time to show up to the place where a natural disaster happens. ✎
· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of a big idea or guiding question?” It helps us understand how natural disasters can devastate people and places: it may take too long for help to arrive. It helps us understand one reason why we should prepare for a natural disaster: others may not be able to help immediately.

	Practice (Sentence)
	· Briefly review the definition of reasons and evidence with students, and remind them that they are working to identify reasons and evidence to support an author’s point.
· “Do you think this sentence provides a reason or evidence to support the author’s point in the article? Why do you think that?” Responses will vary, but could include: Yes, it is a reason because we can put the word because in front of it to explain the author’s point that communities should have an emergency response plan so they can be prepared for a natural disaster.

· Review the reasons already listed on the Close Reading Note-catcher, and note that the author included evidence in the article related to each reason. Invite students to take 30 seconds in pairs to skim the article and identify any evidence (facts or details) the author gives in the article related to the reason provided in this sentence. (The author doesn’t give any evidence related to this reason.)
· “Why do you think the author didn’t include any evidence?” Responses may vary, but could include: maybe the author thought it would make the article too long; maybe the author thought it would distract from the point.

· “Do you think the author should have provided evidence? Why do you think that?” Responses will vary, but could include: Yes. It would make the reason more credible.


	
	· “Which of the following could be evidence that it can take days for relief agencies to arrive at the scene of a natural disaster? Why do you think that?” Responses will vary, but could include: B is an example of evidence. We know because it provides details about a time when relief agencies were slow to arrive. ✎
· A.  There are many things people can and should do to prepare for a natural disaster.
· B.  People had to wait many days before they were evacuated on buses after Hurricane Katrina.
· To provide lighter support: “Based on your research, can you think of other examples of evidence to add to this list? Responses will vary.
· To provide heavier support: Students can discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups.
· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:
· Nouns and noun phrases and clauses (people, places, things, ideas): But these organizations/like the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)/and the American Red Cross,
· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): can take days to arrive at the scene.
· Language to connect words, phrases, clauses: But these organizations, /and the American Red Cross
· Language to talk about possibility: can take days to arrive at the scene.


Language Dive Note-catcher:
“How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	But these organizations, like the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the American Red Cross, can take days to arrive at the scene.
Complete the sentence frame:

It can take days to
____________________________________________________________

Sketch this sentence.
Write the sentence in your own words:
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Underline the statement that could be evidence that it can take days for relief agencies to arrive at the scene of a natural disaster:
A. There are many things people can and should do to prepare for a natural disaster.
B. People had to wait many days before they were evacuated on buses after Hurricane Katrina.
Describe how you know the underlined statement is evidence:
________________________________________________________________


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks:
“How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”
	But these organizations,

	like the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

	and the American Red Cross,

	can take days to arrive at the scene.


Exit Ticket: “How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”

(Answers, For Teacher Reference)
RI.5.8

1. Which evidence from the text best supports the author’s point that it is important for a community to have an emergency response plan? (RI.5.8)

“Power and phone lines were downed, and hundreds of uprooted trees and severed branches blocked most major roadways.”

“And within days of the twisters, the town’s usual peaceful atmosphere was restored.”

“There are several state, federal, and private agencies standing by to help communities when disaster strikes.”

“If you live in a large community, chances are there’s an emergency preparedness office in your town.”

2. According to the author, which of the following are reasons why it is important for a community to have an emergency response plan? Underline all that apply. (RI.5.8)

Natural disasters can’t be prevented or predicted, so it is important to be prepared.

State, federal, and private agencies help communities when natural disasters happen.

A community must be ready with its own resources to handle serious problems that can happen right after the disaster strikes.

Residents of a community can learn how to prepare themselves for natural disasters.
3. Read the following quote from the text and answer the question that follows:

“Until we had serious floods, in 1982, our emergency plans were gathering dust in someone’s office. We thought nothing could ever happen to us,” says Hamden’s deputy fire chief, Walter MacDowell. “We were totally unprepared for those floods. But after that, we made sure we knew what we were doing. When the tornadoes hit, we were ready.”

How does the author use this evidence in the article? (RI.5.8)

To support the point that natural disasters can’t be prevented.

To support the point that state, federal, and private agencies help communities when natural disasters happen.

To support the point that a community must be ready with its own resources when natural disasters happen.

To support the point that floods can cause serious damage.
Exit Ticket: “How Well Is Your Community Prepared?”

RI.5.8

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Answer the questions below.

4. Which evidence from the text best supports the author’s point that it is important for a community to have an emergency response plan? (RI.5.8)

“Power and phone lines were downed, and hundreds of uprooted trees and severed branches blocked most major roadways.”

“And within days of the twisters, the town’s usual peaceful atmosphere was restored.”

“There are several state, federal, and private agencies standing by to help communities when disaster strikes.”

“If you live in a large community, chances are there’s an emergency preparedness office in your town.”

5. According to the author, which of the following are reasons why it is important for a community to have an emergency response plan? Underline all that apply. (RI.5.8)

Natural disasters can’t be prevented or predicted, so it is important to be prepared.

State, federal, and private agencies help communities when natural disasters happen.

A community must be ready with its own resources to handle serious problems that can happen right after the disaster strikes.

Residents of a community can learn how to prepare themselves for natural disasters.

6. Read the following quote from the text and answer the question that follows:

“Until we had serious floods, in 1982, our emergency plans were gathering dust in someone’s office. We thought nothing could ever happen to us,” says Hamden’s deputy fire chief, Walter MacDowell. “We were totally unprepared for those floods. But after that, we made sure we knew what we were doing. When the tornadoes hit, we were ready.”

How does the author use this evidence in the article? (RI.5.8)

To support the point that natural disasters can’t be prevented.

To support the point that state, federal, and private agencies help communities when natural disasters happen.

To support the point that a community must be ready with its own resources when natural disasters happen.

To support the point that floods can cause serious damage. [image: image1.emf]
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