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Using Commas to Set Off Words and Phrases
L.5.2c

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Writers use commas to set off words and phrases like the words yes or no, a question, or a direct address. They include these words and phrases in their writing to emphasize a point and to engage the audience.
Rule 1: Use a comma to set off the words yes or no.
Example: Yes, even kids can prepare for blizzards.

Practice: No you cannot predict when a natural disaster will happen.

Rule 2: Use a comma to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence.
Example: Blizzards sound scary, don’t they?
Practice: You’re prepared for a natural disaster aren’t you?
Rule 3: Use a comma to indicate direct address.
Example: New Yorkers, be sure to think about how to stay safe during a blizzard!
Practice: Are you prepared for an earthquake Californians?
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