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Example Planning Note-catcher
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.5.2a, W.5.2b, W.5.4, W.5.5
Note to Teachers: This is an example, and student responses may vary.
	Natural Disaster: Earthquakes
Target Audience: Kids

	Key Point:
	Elaboration: How does that point show how you can stay safe during the natural disaster?

	Earthquakes are natural events that can happen anywhere and at any time. They can’t be predicted.
	· They are caused by the Earth’s surface moving and shaking.

· Because they can happen anywhere and at any time, everyone needs to be ready for one.

	If you are inside, move away from things that might fall or break.
	· This will protect you from breaking glass or things falling on top of you

	If you are outside, stay out in the open.
	· This will help you stay away from buildings or trees falling on you

	Practice and know what to do during an earthquake
	· You’ll be prepared if one happens


Organizing the Model:
Introductory Paragraph Strips
W.5.2a

	Did you know that almost everyone in the United States can be affected by blizzards and extreme cold?

	These storms can bring destructive winds, icing, sleet, freezing rain.

	They can knock out heat and power for days. Snow and ice can cause serious accidents, and people can get badly hurt from being out in the cold for too long.

	It’s important to know what to do if a blizzard occurs. Yes, even kids can prepare for blizzards. Here are some things you can do to keep yourself safe.


Characteristics of PSAs Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.5.2, W.5.4
Characteristics of PSA
A public service announcement (PSA) is a message directed toward people in a community, used to help them become aware of a social issue.
PSAs…

· Are high-quality. They use domain-specific vocabulary and sound professional so people take it seriously.
· Are engaging. The audience wants to listen to the end and will remember it.
· Have short, simple sentences with precise vocabulary that get straight to the point.
· Urge the audience to take action by giving commands rather than suggestions: “Do this”, rather than, “You could do this”
· Are appropriate for the target audience:
· PSAs for children will relate the issue to things children are interested in, will feature children, will be fun, and will state the issues in simple language for children to understand
· PSAs for young adults will relate the issue to things young adults are interested in, will feature young adults, and will contain more complex language and details
· PSAs for adults will relate the issue to things adults are interested in and will feature adults
Introductory Paragraph

· Gives context about the natural disaster:

· Shares a compelling fact about the natural disaster

· Briefly describes what it is

· Tells why action needs to be taken:

· How does the disaster affect the people and places that experience it?
·  Focus statement: being prepared for a natural disaster keeps you safe

Informative Writing Checklist

W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.8, W.5.9, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3a, L.5.6

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of … (specific writing piece)
	Yes/
No?

	W.5.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of … (specific writing piece)
	Yes/
No?

	W.5.2c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect
	
	

	W.5.2d

L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	
	

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	
	

	W.5.4
(partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	
	

	W.5.8

(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.5.1
L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
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Writing a PSA: Planning and Drafting the Introduction








© 2017 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image2.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	6



