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Characteristics of PSAs Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.5.2, W.5.4

Note to Teachers: Prior to the lesson, write the title of the anchor chart and definition of a PSA at the top of the chart paper. The remainder of the anchor chart will be co-created with students during Opening A and Work Time A.

Characteristics of PSAs
A public service announcement (PSA) is a message directed toward people in a community, used to help them become aware of a social issue.
PSAs…
· Are high-quality. They use domain-specific vocabulary and sound professional so people take it seriously.
· Are engaging. The audience wants to listen to the end and will remember it.
· Have short, simple sentences with precise vocabulary that get straight to the point.
· Urge the audience to take action by giving commands rather than suggestions: “Do this” rather than “You could do this”
· Are appropriate for the target audience:
· PSAs for children will relate the issue to things children are interested in, will feature children, will be fun, and will state the issues in simple language for children to understand
· PSAs for young adults will relate the issue to things young adults are interested in, will feature young adults, and will contain more complex language and details
· PSAs for adults will relate the issue to things adults are interested in and will feature adults
Natural Disasters PSA Prompt
W.5.2, W.5.4
Task: You have been learning about natural disasters and how they affect the people and places that experience them. Write a script for a PSA raising awareness about staying safe during the natural disaster you researched. Other students, parents, and people in your community will listen to your PSA to learn more about natural disasters.
Directions:
Write a script for a PSA about what someone should do to stay safe during a natural disaster. Be sure to describe the natural disaster and offer some things the audience can do to keep themselves safe. Choose the most important facts and details from your research about your natural disaster. Then write a script that has a clear introduction, facts and details to describe what to do if the disaster occurs and explain how these actions can help to keep someone safe, and a conclusion.
The PSA should:

· Be a high-quality product so people trust it
· Describe the natural disaster and its impact
· Explains that it is important to know what to do if the natural disaster occurs
· Suggest some possible actions that can help keep someone safe
· Be engaging so that people remember the information
· Be no more than one minute long when read aloud
REMEMBER: A well-written informational piece:

· Clearly states a focus and stays focused throughout the piece
· Use accurate and relevant facts, examples, and details to explain your thinking
· Has a short introduction and conclusion
· Groups information logically, in a way that makes your thinking clear to the reader.
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
Model PSA

W.5.2, W.5.4

Did you know that almost everyone in the United States can be affected by blizzards and extreme cold? These storms can bring destructive winds, icing, sleet, and freezing rain. They can knock out heat and power for days. Snow and ice can cause serious accidents, and people can get badly hurt from being out in the cold for too long. It’s important to know what to do if a blizzard occurs. Yes, even kids can prepare for blizzards. Here are some things you can do to keep yourself safe.
Before the blizzard, make sure you have an emergency kit, dress warmly, and have extra blankets in case you lose power. Sprinkle sand on sidewalks and walkways outside to help make them less slippery from ice. Be prepared!
During the storm, stay inside if you can. If you have to go outside, wear a hat and mittens, and cover your mouth with a scarf. This will help protect you from the wind and snow. Pay attention to your fingers, toes, ears, and nose—if you can’t feel them or they appear pale white, tell someone. You might have frostbite! Do your best to protect yourself from the bitter cold while the blizzard is happening.
Blizzards sound scary, don’t they? But they don’t have to be! Make sure you have a plan so you know what to do and where to go if there is one. The more you know about blizzards and what to do during one, the better you can deal with it if one happens, and the safer you will be!
Model PSA

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.5.2, W.5.4

	Did you know that almost everyone in the United States can be affected by blizzards and extreme cold? These storms can bring destructive winds, icing, sleet, and freezing rain. They can knock out heat and power for days. Snow and ice can cause serious accidents, and people can get badly hurt from being out in the cold for too long. It’s important to know what to do if a blizzard occurs. Yes, even kids can prepare for blizzards. Here are some things you can do to keep yourself safe.
	Paragraph 1 gist: Introduces the natural disaster by describing what it is and the destruction it can cause; clearly states a focus.

	Before the blizzard, make sure you have an emergency kit, dress warmly, and have extra blankets in case you lose power. Sprinkle sand on sidewalks and walkways outside to help make them less slippery from ice. Be prepared!
	Paragraphs 2 and 3 gist: Description of things to do to stay safe before and during the natural disaster, and the reason it keeps you safe.

	During the storm, stay inside if you can. If you have to go outside, wear a hat, mittens, and cover your mouth with a scarf. This will help protect you from the wind and snow. Pay attention to your fingers, toes, ears, and nose—if you can’t feel them or they appear pale white, tell someone. You might have frostbite! Do your best to protect yourself from the bitter cold while the blizzard is happening.
	

	Blizzards sound scary, don’t they? But they don’t have to be! Make sure you have a plan so you know what to do and where to go if there is one. The more you know about blizzards and what to do during one, the better you can deal with it if one happens, and the safer you will be!
	Paragraph 4 gist: Restates the focus.
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