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Natural Disasters Research 
Note-catcher: Tornadoes
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8
How do natural disasters affect the people and places that experience them?

	The natural disaster I am researching is:
Tornadoes

	Research Question
	Sources

	Describe the natural disaster. What causes it? What happens during it?

· big, funnel-shaped clouds •

· can form in seconds and unpredictably change direction

· fast-moving winds move air into a vortex; warm air rises up, forming a funnel that extends to the ground

· air spins up to 300 miles per hour

· warm, cool, and dry air collide, creating the perfect conditions to form tornadoes
	“Tornadoes 101”

	Describe the effects of the natural disaster. What can happen because of it?

· leave destruction

· anything in its path can be ripped apart or thrown in the air

· rip up crops and trees, tear roofs off of houses, destroy buildings
	“Tornadoes 101”

	How can we stay safe during it?

· if you hear a tornado warning, seek shelter
	“Tornadoes 101”

	Other interesting facts:

· Responses will vary.
	“Tornadoes 101”


Natural Disasters Research 
Note-catcher: Hurricanes
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8
How do natural disasters affect the people and places that experience them?

	The natural disaster I am researching is:
Hurricanes

	Research Question
	Sources

	Describe the natural disaster. What causes it? What happens during it?

· form in summer and fall when the sun heats tropical ocean water

· warm, moist air rises which creates thunderstorms

· winds come together over the clouds forming a tropical depression

· storm gets stronger over the ocean
	“Hurricanes 101”

	Describe the effects of the natural disaster. What can happen because of it?

· cause storm surges, high rainfall amounts, and high winds that can be very destructive

· some hurricanes disintegrate while over the ocean

· if a hurricane hits land, they can destroy cities and communities
	“Hurricanes 101”

	How can we stay safe during it?

· scientists can track wind, pressure, temperature, and humidity to help predict the path of hurricanes

· predicting where a storm will hit helps give residents time to evacuate
	“Hurricanes 101”

	Other interesting facts:
· Responses will vary.
	“Hurricanes 101”


Natural Disasters Research 
Note-catcher:Tsunamis
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8
How do natural disasters affect the people and places that experience them?

	The natural disaster I am researching is:
Tsunamis

	Research Question
	Sources

	Describe the natural disaster. What causes it? What happens during it?

· giant wave triggered by sudden displacement of ocean water

· caused by volcanic eruptions, landslides, meteorites, earthquakes

· not noticeable or a threat when in the deep-ocean, but very destructive as the water reaches the shore

· wave can be 100 feet tall

· giant wall of water
	“Tsunamis 101”

	Describe the effects of the natural disaster. What can happen because of it?

· destroys everything in its path, then drags everything back into the ocean

· flooding

· buildings, cars, people swept away
	“Tsunamis 101”

	How can we stay safe during it?

· Tsunami Warning Centers monitor underwater earthquakes that might trigger tsunamis

· centers alert people living on the coast so they can get to higher ground before the tsunami hits
	“Tsunamis 101”

	Other interesting facts:
· Responses will vary.
	“Tsunamis 101”


Natural Disasters Research 
Note-catcher:Earthquakes
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8
How do natural disasters affect the people and places that experience them?

	The natural disaster I am researching is:
Earthquakes

	Research Question
	Sources

	Describe the natural disaster. What causes it? What happens during it?

· ground shakes, things rattle

· Earth’s crust is broken into tectonic plates, or huge slabs of land

· plates float on magma, or melted rock, and are always moving against one another

· earthquakes happen along the seams where the plates meet
	“Earthquakes 101”

	Describe the effects of the natural disaster. What can happen because of it?

· buildings shake and collapse

· destroy buildings and other structures

· can be deadly

· the stronger the earthquake, the worse the destruction

· destroy roads
	“Earthquakes 101”

	How can we stay safe during it?

· can’t predict

· engineers design buildings that are strong enough to withstand earthquakes

· scientists study them to try to anticipate when and where they are going to happen
	“Earthquakes 101”

	Other interesting facts:
· Responses will vary.
	“Earthquakes 101”


Natural Disasters Research 
Note-catcher: Volcanoes
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8
How do natural disasters affect the people and places that experience them?

	The natural disaster I am researching is:
Volcanoes

	Research Question
	Sources

	Describe the natural disaster. What causes it? What happens during it?

· lava, smoke, ash fly up into the sky

· Earth’s crust is made up of plates, or slabs of land

· plates float on magma, or melted rock

· volcanoes form where magma bursts through the crust

· we call magma that comes to the surface lava
	“Volcanoes 101”

	Describe the effects of the natural disaster. What can happen because of it?

· lava comes out; lava is not that deadly because it moves so slow

· ash and gas comes out; this is what makes volcanoes dangerous because it is poisonous and moves very quickly

· lava creates new land
	“Volcanoes 101”

	How can we stay safe during it?

· The research materials didn’t provide this answer.
	“Volcanoes 101”

	Other interesting facts:
· Responses will vary.
	“Volcanoes 101”


Natural Disasters Research Note-catcher
RI.5.1, W.5.7, W.5.8


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
How do natural disasters affect the people and places that experience them?
	The natural disaster I am researching is:

	Research Question
	Sources

	
	

	
	


	Research Question
	Sources

	
	

	Other interesting facts:
	


Natural Disaster Videos Links
W.5.7, W.5.8


	“Tornadoes 101”
	http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-videos/tornadoes-101

	“Hurricanes 101”
	http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-videos/hurricanes-101

	“Tsunamis 101”
	http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-videos/tsunami-101

	“Earthquakes 101”
	http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-videos/earthquake-101

	“Volcanoes 101”
	http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-videos/volcanoes-101
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