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Theme Anchor Charts: Chapter 8
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.4.1, RL.4.2
Directions: Ensure the following evidence is represented on the appropriate anchor chart.
	Theme
	Evidence

	Inequality is injustice
	The way the conductors and the other white people in the carriages Myrtle passes treat her (pages 90–92). The way Mrs. Merganser has been treated in the past (pages 94–95).


Idioms, Adages, and Proverbs Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
L.4.5b
	Idiom
	An expression whose meaning is not predictable from the words

	Adage and

Proverb
	A traditional saying expressing a common experience or observation


	Idiom/adage/proverb
	Is it an idiom, adage, or

proverb?
	What does it mean?

	Ex. Die/drop like flies
	Idiom
	Lots of people or things stop doing what they are doing at the same or a similar time.

	Don’t judge a book by its cover
	Adage/Proverb
	Don’t judge someone by how they look

	Don’t put all your eggs in one basket
	Adage/Proverb
	Don’t put all of your hope, or money, in one place

	A friend in need is a friend indeed
	Adage/Proverb
	Helping out friends when they really need it shows you are a true friend

	To add insult to injury
	Idiom
	When a bad situation is made worse


Summarizing The Hope Chest, Chapter 8
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.4.1, RL.4.2


Which theme can you see in Chapter 8? Note: This is an example, and student responses may vary.
	Theme: Inequality is injustice

	Supporting details (including pages):
	Elaboration: How is this detail evidence of the theme?
	What is happening at this point in the chapter? (be brief)

	1. Page 91: Myrtle is treated badly by the conductors and by the white people sitting in other carriages, who don’t help her when she struggles with the doors, and who laugh at her when she falls down.
	They all treat Myrtle this way because of the color of her skin, and the laws support this, which is inequality.
	At the end of Chapter 7, Myrtle was asked to move to the Jim Crow car. At the beginning of Chapter 8, she makes her way back there, struggling on the way there and falling down. No one helps her.

	2. Page 92: Violet sees that the Jim Crow car is different from the other cars—it was all made of wood and the seats were covered with woven rattan instead of mohair.
	Things are not as nice in the carriage for African Americans because they are treated unequally, which is unfair and unjust.
	As above.


Summary

In Chapter 8 of The Hope Chest by Karen Schwabach, we see the theme “inequality is injustice” when, on her way to the Jim Crow car, Myrtle is treated badly by the conductors and by the white people sitting in other carriages, who don’t help her when she struggles with the doors, and who laugh at her when she falls down on page 91. When she arrives in the Jim Crow car on page 92, we see the theme again when Myrtle realizes the Jim Crow car is different from the others because it is wooden and the seats are different. Myrtle is treated badly, and she experiences unequal conditions because she is African American. This is inequality, and it is terribly unfair.
Summarizing The Hope Chest, Chapter 8
RL.4.1, RL.4.2


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Which theme can you see in Chapter 8?
	Theme:

	Supporting details (including pages):
	Elaboration: How is this detail evidence of the theme?
	What is happening at this point in the chapter? 
(be brief)

	1.
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Similes and Metaphors in The Hope Chest
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
L.4.5a
	Simile

What is it? Compares one thing to something very different to make a description more vivid
Clues: The two things being compared are very different;
as _____________ as; like
	Metaphor

What is it? Describing something with words that it isn’t directly connected to

	Example: As cold as ice, which means it was very cold.
Page 93: “She looked more like a very ancient tree that Myrtle knew of that grew in Anacostia, Washington,” which means she looked old and her skin looked very wrinkled and old like tree bark.

Page 96: “I’ve just been telling you how I was sold and willed and bartered about like so much livestock,” which means she was sold and treated like she was a farm animal instead of a human.
	Example: Her voice was music to his ears, which means her voice sounded really good to him and made him feel good.


Similes and Metaphors in The Hope Chest
L.4.5a
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Simile

What is it? Compares one thing to something very different to make a description more vivid
Clues: The two things being compared are very different;
as _____________ as; like
	Metaphor

What is it? Describing something with words that it isn’t directly connected to

	Example: As cold as ice, which means it was very cold.
	Example: Her voice was music to his ears, which means her voice sounded really good to him and made him feel good.
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