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Characteristics of PSAs Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.4.1a, W.4.1b, W.4.1d, W.4.4

Characteristics of PSAs
PSAs: A public service announcement is a message directed toward people in a community, used to help them become aware of a social issue.
PSAs …
· Are high-quality. They sound professional so people take it seriously.
· Are engaging. The viewer wants to listen to the end and will remember it.
· Have short, simple sentences that get straight to the point.
· Urge the audience to take action by giving commands rather than suggestions: “Do this,” rather than, “You could do this.”
· Are appropriate for the target audience:
· PSAs for children will relate the issue to things children are interested in, will feature children, will be fun, and will state the issues in simple language for children to understand.
· PSAs for young adults will relate the issue to things young adults are interested in, will feature young adults, and will contain more complex language and details.
· PSAs for adults will relate the issue to things adults are interested in and will feature adults.

Class Issue PSA Prompt
W.4.1a, W.4.1b, W.4.1d, W.4.4

Task: You have been learning about how kids have taken action to make a difference, and have developed a plan for how you will take action for an issue in your community. Write a script for a PSA urging people to find a way to take action and make a difference in this issue. Other students, parents, and people in your community will listen to your PSA to learn more about the issue and why they should take action to help the community.
Directions: Write a script for a PSA about why someone should take action to make a difference in the issue your class has identified in your community. Be sure to describe the issue and offer some things the audience might do to take action. Choose the most important reasons and include at least one example from your research on kids making a difference to support your opinion. Then write a script that has a clear introduction, a convincing argument about the importance of taking action on this issue, and a conclusion.

The PSA should:

· Be a high-quality product so people trust it
· Describe the issue
· Describe the impact of the issue
· Suggest some possible solutions/action people can take
· Be engaging so that people remember the information and want to take action
Be no more than 2 minutes long when read aloud
REMEMBER: A well-written opinion text:

· Gives the reader information needed to understand the topic and clearly states the focus
· Gives reasons for the opinion that are supported by facts and details
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar)
Model PSA
Issue: Hunger
Did you know that 795 million people in the world are hungry? Extreme hunger is the need or want for food far beyond what is usual. Not having enough food or the right kind of food can lead to malnutrition, which can contribute to growth and learning problems in kids. This problem affects people ALL around the world, including our city. In our community, 1 in 5 kids worries about getting enough food each day. But guess what? YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!

You might wonder, can I really make a difference? I’m just a kid! But there’s a lot kids can do to make a difference! One thing you can do is build awareness about hunger in our community. Tell others about it! The more people who know, the more people there are who can help work to solve this problem! Another thing you can do is help solve the problem through volunteering and working to help others. For example, kids in School 123 have been delivering meals to those in need in their community. Or, collect and donate money to organizations that already exist to help give food to people in need, like Joshua’s Heart. It was started by 13-year-old Joshua, who, with the help of other kids in his community, collects and distributes food for the homeless and hungry. Kids have been working to solve this problem, and you can, too!

Looking at the number of people in the world who are hungry is overwhelming. But if we start small by helping the people in our community, we can start working to solve this problem. We need to take action so we can make a difference in our community!

Written by EL Education for Instructional Purposes. 840L

Model PSA
Issue: Clean Water
Did you know that over 40 percent of the world’s population doesn’t have enough clean, safe water? Poor sanitation, or not having clean living conditions, can lead to high levels of bacteria and germs in water. Dirty water can cause diseases that sometimes lead to death. This problem affects people ALL around the world, including our city. In our community in 2013, Ontario Beach was closed or under advisory because of high levels of bacteria in the water for 44 days, one of the highest in our state! But guess what? YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!
You might wonder, can I really make a difference? I’m just a kid! But there’s a lot kids can do to make a difference! One thing you can do is build awareness about the quality of water in our community and around the world. Tell others about it! The more people who know, the more people there are who can help work to solve this problem! Another thing you can do is help solve the problem through volunteering and working to help others. For example, kids in School 123 have been cleaning up the beach of Lake Ontario. Or, develop and promote a pledge for people in your school to sign, promising to reduce wastewater and pollution. You could also collect and donate money to organizations like The Water Project, just as Nathaniel did. He raised money to help people in central Africa have access to safe water. The money he raised helped bring clean water to 30 schools. Kids have been working to solve this problem, and you can, too!
Looking at the number of people in the world who don’t have access to clean, safe water is overwhelming. But if we start small by helping the people in our community, we can start working to solve this problem. We need to take action so we can make a difference in our community!
Written by EL Education for Instructional Purposes. 860L

Model PSA
Issue: Environment
Did you know that 1.6 billion people around the world depend on forests in their daily lives? Trees and forests give us food and natural resources, but they are disappearing because of things like erosion and drought. This problem affects people ALL around the world, including our city. Sixty-three percent of our state is forested, and the forests bring in money from tourism and from the natural resources they provide. Because of this, we need to protect our forests. And guess what? YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!
You might wonder, can I really make a difference? I’m just a kid! But there’s a lot kids can do to make a difference! One thing you can do is build awareness about the parks and forests in our community and around the world. Tell others about it! The more people who know, the more people there are who can help work to solve this problem! Another thing you can do is help solve the problem through volunteering and working to help others, like Jessica Farrar did. With the help of volunteers, she planted trees on the beach of a lake in her town. The trees help to naturally fix erosion of the bank of the lake, preventing sediment from polluting the water, and help make the lake look better. Or, ask your local officials to help maintain local hiking and biking trails. You could also collect and donate money to organizations that help the environment. For example, kids in School 123 held a bake sale and raised money for Trees for Cities. Kids have been working to solve this problem, and you can, too!
Looking at the number of forests around our country that are being destroyed is overwhelming. But if we start small by helping the people in our community, we can start working to solve this problem. We need to take action so we can make a difference in our community!
Written by EL Education for Instructional Purposes. 870L

Model PSA
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
Note: The PSA for hunger is the only model that is included here. The other model PSAs follow the same structure, so the same annotations hold true.
	Did you know that 795 million people in the world are hungry? Extreme hunger is the need or want for food far beyond what is usual. Not having enough food or the right kind of food can lead to malnutrition, which can contribute to growth and learning problems in kids. This problem affects people ALL around the world, including our city. In our community, 1 in 5 kids worries about getting enough food each day. But guess what? YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!
	Paragraph 1 gist: Introduces the issue by explaining the problem. Clearly states the opinion in the focus statement.

	You might wonder, can I really make a difference? I’m just a kid! But there’s a lot kids can do to make a difference! One thing you can do is build awareness about hunger in our community. Tell others about it! The more people who know, the more people there are who can help work to solve this problem! Another thing you can do is help solve the problem through volunteering and working to help others. For example, kids in School 123 have been delivering meals to those in need in their community. Or, collect and donate money to organizations that already exist to help give food to people in need, like Joshua’s Heart. It was started by 13-year-old Joshua, who, with the help of other kids in his community, collects and distributes food for the homeless and hungry. Kids have been working to solve this problem, and you can, too!
	Paragraph 2 gist: Description of ways kids can take action to address the problem.

	Looking at the number of people in the world who are hungry is overwhelming. But if we start small by helping the people in our community, we can start working to solve this problem. We need to take action so we can make a difference in our community!
	Paragraph 3 gist: Restates the focus and asks the audience to help.


Example Planning Note-catcher
(For Teacher Reference)
W.4.1a, W.4.1b, W.4.1d, W.4.4
Note: This is an example; student responses may vary.
	Issue: Hunger
Target Audience: Kids

	Key Point:
	Elaboration: How does this point show the importance of kids taking action to make a difference?

	Kids can make a difference in addressing hunger in their community by raising awareness.
	The more people who know about the issue, the more people there are who can help.

	Kids can make a difference in addressing hunger in their community by volunteering.
	Kids at XYZ school have been delivering meals to those in need. This is something that is manageable for kids, and has a big impact for the people the kids are helping.

	Kids can make a difference in addressing hunger in their community by collecting and donating money and food to organizations that give food to people in need.
	Joshua started Joshua’s Heart, an organization that collects and distributes food to the homeless and hungry. He’s only 13, and yet he started an organization to help solve this problem!
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Writing a PSA: Analyzing a Model
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