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Water Issues Research Note-catcher:
Access to Water
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.7, W.3.8

Research question: Why must we act now to protect our water supply?

	Issue
	Impact

	(What is the issue people are facing with water?)
The issue is:
water isn’t distributed across the world equally, so some people and places have a lot, while others have very little. Some of the freshwater people have access to isn’t clean.
	(How does the problem affect people?) 

It affects us by:
requiring almost 16% of people on Earth to walk more than 15 minutes to get to the nearest water supply. The time it takes them to get water means they do not have time to do anything else during the day, including go to school. If the water is not clean, it spreads disease and makes people sick.

	Action
	Call to Action

	(What are some ways to solve it?)
Some ways to solve the issue are:
help organizations that work to make water more accessible. Ryan’s Well Foundation raise money to build wells in parts of the world where people don’t have enough water. You can help organizations by raising money or volunteer to help teach others their message. This money can help install water pumps or wells in places that need water. The more people are well aware, the more they can help to conserve and protect water.
	(Why is it important to solve the problem?)
It is important to solve the problem because:
some people have to spend a lot of time collecting water, and others don’t have enough. People are also getting sick from dirty water. If we try, we can help more people get the water they need.

	Sources (page number, title, author):

Pages 20 and 21 of One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by Rochelle Strauss

“The Problems and Solutions to Safe Water in Africa” by Plan UK

Pages 28 and 29 of One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by Rochelle Strauss
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba


Research Note-catcher: Demand for Water
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.7, W.3.8

Research question: Why must we act now to protect our water supply?

	Issue
	Impact

	(What is the issue people are facing with water?)
The issue is:
The population is growing, so we need more water, and people are using more water today than they ever have before. As more people move into an area, it puts stress on the local water resources.
	(How does the problem affect people?) 

It affects us by:
Towns and cities grow to accommodate all these people, which uses a lot of land. More people means more facilities have to be built.

	Action
	Call to Action

	(What are some ways to solve it?)
Some ways to solve the issue are:
Some ways to solve the issue are:
Try to use less water by turning it off while washing hands or brushing teeth, collecting rainwater to water plants in your garden or home, and water your lawn only when it needs it. Keep a timer in your bathroom to remind you to take a shorter shower.
	(Why is it important to solve the problem?)
It is important to solve the problem because:
By 2025, many experts predict that one out of every four people will live in a country that is short of water. By 2050, 4 billion people may be living without enough clean water. We all use Earth’s water, and we can help ensure that there is enough clean water now and in the future.

	Sources (page number, title, author):

Pages 22-23 of One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by Rochelle Strauss

“Population Growth,” USGS
“Dry Days in Australia” by Ann Weil
Pages 28 and 29 of One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by Rochelle Strauss
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba


Research Note-catcher: Water Pollution
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.7, W.3.8

Research question: Why must we act now to protect our water supply?

	Issue
	Impact

	(What is the issue people are facing with water?)
The issue is:
Water is becoming polluted.
	(How does the problem affect people?) 

It affects us by:
making less clean freshwater available and by causing sickness. Nearly 80 percent of all sicknesses in the world are caused by unsafe water.

	Action
	Call to Action

	(What are some ways to solve it?)
Some ways to solve the issue are:
reduce the amount of pollution that gets into the water. Work with and support organizations like UNICEF to bring filtering systems to places that do not have clean water. Paint fish or other symbols near sewers to remind people that sewers empty into waterways. Walk more and drive less so car exhaust doesn’t pollute water in the atmosphere. Help organize shore cleanups. Plant trees near waterways to help keep them from getting muddy.
	(Why is it important to solve the problem?)
It is important to solve the problem because:
otherwise we will end up with no clean water—it will all be polluted and everyone will get sick from it. People are getting sick from dirty water.

	Sources (page number, title, author):

Pages 24-25 of One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by Rochelle Strauss

“Real Lives: Angola, Africa”Pages 28 and 29 of One Well: The Story of Water on Earth by Rochelle Strauss
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Reading Informational Texts: Researching Possible Solutions for Issues Related to Water
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