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“Real Lives: Angola, Africa” 

Growing up in the Angolan village of Mabuia, one hour north of the capital, Luanda, Fatima had to spend up to four hours each day collecting water from the river. It was a dangerous trek. One year, seven of Fatima’s friends were attacked by crocodiles.

But the girls carried a much bigger danger back with them to the village. The water was polluted and spread disease. As a result, when Fatima herself was not sick, she had to spend many hours each week caring for sick brothers and sisters, and when she grew older, for her own sick children. 

In 2000 the Angolan Government and UNICEF teamed up to lay a pipeline from the river to the community at Mabuia. Latrines, washbasins, taps and showers were then built, together with a filtering system to ensure every drop of water was drinkable. As a result, diarrhea rates dropped almost to zero, child deaths plummeted, and many girls (who no longer had to spend hours every day carrying water) entered school for the first time. A community water and sanitation committee now maintains the system and teaches hygiene to the rest of the community.

A neighbor of Fatima’s, 13-year-old Celina, is one of those who has started going to school because of the pipeline. Previously, Celina’s life had been dominated by collecting water. She had to walk to the river and back three times a day. Now she can do her chores in a fraction of the time. And her younger brothers and sisters are healthy, so she does not have to care for them.

Unfortunately, Mabuia remains the exception rather than the rule in Angola. Almost three decades of war have left millions of people without clean water or basic sanitation. A huge task remains: drilling boreholes across the country, constructing major pipelines, establishing a national sanitation education campaign, and providing water to schools.

Fatima may be one of the lucky ones, but the facilities she, her children and Celina now have are not a luxury, but a necessity and a right. “A mother must take care of her children,” Fatima says, “but we cannot do that when we have only dirty water.”

“Real Lives: Angola.” © 2011 UNICEF USA. Used by permission.
Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
“Real Lives: Angola, Africa”

RI.3.4, L.3.4

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	Text
	Gist

What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning

(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Paragraphs 1–2
· Beginning with “Growing up …”
· Ending with “… sick children.”
	In Angola, some people have to travel up to four hours each day to get water, and the water is dirty, which causes people to get sick.
	collecting
trek
	gathering
to travel or make one’s way slowly and with difficulty

	Paragraphs 3–4
· Beginning with “In 2000 …”
· Ending with “… care for them.”
	The government in Angola and UNICEF worked together to lay a pipeline to bring clean, safe water to the people living in Mabuia. Now fewer people are getting sick from the water and more children can go to school.
	pipeline 
sanitation

previously
	a long line of pipes for moving gas, oil, or water from where it is produced to where it is used
the practice of keeping the public healthy by providing clean living 
conditions before

	Paragraphs 5–6
· Beginning with “Unfortunately, Mabuia …”
· Ending with “… dirty water.”
	Many parts of Angola still do not have access to clean, safe water. Clean water is a necessity and a right.
	necessity
right
	something that is needed
something that you are allowed to do or have because of nature or law


Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
“Real Lives: Angola, Africa”

RI.3.4, L.3.4

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: ______________________________

	Text
	Gist

What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning

(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Paragraphs 1–2
· Beginning with “Growing up …”
· Ending with “… sick children.”
	
	
	

	Paragraphs 3–4
· Beginning with 
“In 2000 …”
· Ending with “… care for them.”
	
	
	

	Text
	Gist

What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning

(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Paragraphs 5–6
· Beginning with “Unfortunately, Mabuia …”
· Ending with “… dirty water.”
	
	
	


Text-Dependent Questions: 
“Real Lives, Angola: Africa”

RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.4, RI.3.6, RI.3.8, L.3.4a

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Glossary:

· community: a particular area where people live
· system: a group of related things or parts that work together as a whole
· ensure: to protect or make safe
· sanitation: the study and practice of keeping the public healthy by providing clean living conditions. Sanitation includes removing trash and keeping drinking water clean.
· previously: earlier; before
· dominated: controlled
· unfortunately: causing a difficult or harmful condition
· establishing: bringing into being; starting

1. Reread the second paragraph. What does the phrase “as a result” mean? What words in the text make you think so? Add this phrase to your vocabulary log. (RI.3.4, L.3.4a)

because of, a consequence of

2. What happened as a result of the pollution to the water Fatima and her friends gathered each day? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)

Fatima and the people in her family, and in her community, became sick.

3. Reread the third paragraph. What did the Angolan government and UNICEF do to help the community at Mabuia? (RI.3.1)

They laid a pipeline to bring water to Mabuia and built a filtering system to make sure the water would be clean.

4. What happened as a result of their help? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)

People stopped becoming sick, and children did not die because of water; girls were able to go to school again since they did not have to spend so much time gathering water.

5. Why do you think the author wrote this text? What is the purpose of “Real Lives: Angola, Africa”? What is the author trying to answer, explain, or describe? (RI.3.2)

The author is explaining why a pipeline was needed in Mabuia, and how it helped the community.

6. What does the author of this article think about people’s access to clean water? What in the text makes you think so? (RI.3.6)

Answers will vary, but may include the ideas that the article shows: how people can get sick if they don’t have clean water, how girls cannot go to school because they have to spend time getting water and caring for people made sick by unclean water, and how life improved in Mabuia after UNICEF piped in clean water.

7. Reread the last paragraph. Underline the sentence that best expresses the author’s point of view on worldwide access to clean water. (RI.3.6)

“Fatima may be one of the lucky ones, but the facilities she, her children and Celina now have are not a luxury, but a necessity and a right.”

Text-Dependent Questions: 
“Real Lives, Angola: Africa”

RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.4, RI.3.6, RI.3.8, L.3.4a

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Glossary:

· community: a particular area where people live
· system: a group of related things or parts that work together as a whole
· ensure: to protect or make safe
· sanitation: the study and practice of keeping the public healthy by providing clean living conditions. Sanitation includes removing trash and keeping drinking water clean.
· previously: earlier; before
· dominated: controlled
· unfortunately: causing a difficult or harmful condition
· establishing: bringing into being; starting

8. Reread the second paragraph. What does the phrase “as a result” mean? What words in the text make you think so? Add this phrase to your vocabulary log. (RI.3.4, L.3.4a)
___________________________________________________________________________
9. What happened as a result of the pollution to the water Fatima and her friends gathered each day? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
10. Reread the third paragraph. What did the Angolan government and UNICEF do to help the community at Mabuia? (RI.3.1)

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
11. What happened as a result of their help? (RI.3.1, RI.3.8)
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
12. Why do you think the author wrote this text? What is the purpose of “Real Lives: Angola, Africa”? What is the author trying to answer, explain, or describe? (RI.3.2)
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
13. What does the author of this article think about people’s access to clean water? What in the text makes you think so? (RI.3.6)
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
14. Reread the last paragraph. Underline the sentence that best expresses the author’s point of view on worldwide access to clean water. (RI.3.6)
Describing Point of View Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RI.3.6

Teacher directions: Write the following on chart paper to create this anchor chart.
Describing the Point of View in Informational Texts
The point of view in informational texts is what the author thinks about the topic or issue.
When determining an author’s point of view:

15. Think about the purpose of the text. What is the author trying to answer, explain, or describe?
16. Think about what the author thinks about the topic or issue. What in the text makes you think so?
Topic: Challenges people face related to clean water
	Text and Author(s)
	Point of View
	Evidence from the Text

	The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind
William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer
	Access to water is a problem people can, and should, individually do something about.
	William realized he could try to build a windmill as a way to bring electricity and water to his village. (pages 12–13)

	“Real Lives: Angola, Africa”

UNICEF Voices of Youth
	Clean water is important, and everyone should have access to it.
	The article shows how people can get sick if they don’t have clean water.

The author explains how girls cannot go to school because they have to spend time getting water and caring for people who become sick from unclean water.

The article tells about how life improved in Mabuia after UNICEF piped in clean water.


Exit Ticket: “Real Lives: Angola, Africa”

RI.3.6

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Answer the questions below.
17. Based on “Real Lives: Angola, Africa,” what is the author’s point of view about accessing clean water?

The author’s point of view about accessing water is that everyone should have access to water and that the problem of accessing water can be solved with hard work and perseverance.

18. What is your point of view on worldwide access to clean water? Do you believe that everyone has a right to clean water? Why or why not?

Answers will vary and may include evidence from within the text, from other sources and/or from students’ own experiences.

Exit Ticket: “Real Lives: Angola, Africa”

RI.3.6

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Answer the questions below.

19. Based on “Real Lives: Angola, Africa,” what is the author’s point of view about accessing clean water?

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
20. What is your point of view on worldwide access to clean water? Do you believe that everyone has a right to clean water? Why or why not?

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 3: Module 4: Unit 2: Lesson 3


Reading Informational Texts: Understanding the Author’s Point of View
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