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Model Opinion Essay: Access to Water

Clean, Safe Water for Everyone!
Did you know that on average each person in North America uses 550 liters of water every day? But in other parts of the world, people use only 140, 70, or even as little as 10 liters of water a day. Millions of people do not have access to enough freshwater.  We must act now to make sure that everyone has the water they need! Access to water affects people around the world, and luckily this is one problem we can solve.

Access to water affects people worldwide. Water is not spread out evenly on Earth. Some parts of our planet have a lot of water, and some parts do not. This is because of things like differences in rainfall. So, people living in these parts of the world do not have access to enough water. Farmers do not have enough water to grow their crops, so food has become scarce. Many people can get water in their homes from a tap. But 1 billion people have to walk at least 15 minutes to get their freshwater for the day! Then, they have to walk home carrying heavy jugs of water for themselves and their families. They do this each day, just to have enough water for drinking, cooking, and cleaning. Unfortunately, some families don’t even have enough water for those simple needs. For others, the water they are able to collect is dirty and will make themselves and their families sick. This problem must be solved because water is the most basic need for all people on Earth.

Luckily, this is a problem we can do something about. You can be part of the solution! For example, you can help organizations that work to make water more accessible. Organizations like Ryan’s Well Foundation raise money to build wells in parts of the world where people don’t have enough water. You can help organizations like this one by raising money. Or you can volunteer to help teach others their message. The more people know about this problem, the more they can help to conserve and protect water, so that everyone has enough! Raising money and making people aware of the problem can make a big difference!

The best news is that, if we try, we can help more people get the water they need. Won’t you join us in working to make sure that everyone has access to clean and safe water?

Model Opinion Essay: Access to Water

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.1

Clean, Safe Water for Everyone!

	Did you know that on average each person in North America uses 550 liters of water every day? But in other parts of the world, people use only 140, 70, or even as little as 10 liters of water a day. Millions of people do not have access to enough freshwater. We must act now to make sure that everyone has the water they need! Access to water affects people around the world, and luckily this is one problem we can solve.
	Paragraph 1 gist: Introduces the issue by explaining the problem. Clearly states the opinion in the focus statement with reasons.

	Access to water affects people worldwide. Water is not spread out evenly on Earth. Some parts of our planet have a lot of water, and some parts do not. This is because of things like differences in rainfall. So, people living in these parts of the world do not have access to enough water. Farmers do not have enough water to grow their crops, so food has become scarce. Many people can get water in their homes from a tap. But 1 billion people have to walk at least 15 minutes to get their freshwater for the day! Then, they have to walk home carrying heavy jugs of water for themselves and their families. They do this each day, just to have enough water for drinking, cooking, and cleaning. Unfortunately, some families don’t even have enough water for those simple needs. For others, the water they are able to collect is dirty and will make themselves and their families sick. This problem must be solved because water is the most basic need for all people on Earth.
	Paragraph 2 gist: Description of the problem and how it affects people.


	Luckily, this is a problem we can do something about. You can be part of the solution! For example, you can help organizations that work to make water more accessible. Organizations like Ryan’s Well Foundation raise money to build wells in parts of the world where people don’t have enough water. You can help organizations like this one by raising money. Or you can volunteer to help teach others their message. The more people know about this problem, the more they can help to conserve and protect water, so that everyone has enough! Raising money and making people aware of the problem can make a big difference!
	Paragraph 3 gist: Description of possible solutions or ways to help.

	The best news is that, if we try, we can help more people get the water they need. Won’t you join us in working to make sure that everyone has access to clean and safe water?
	Paragraph 4 gist: Restates the focus and asks the reader to help.
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Language Dive Guide: Model Opinion Essay

	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 7, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.

	Sentence
	Millions of people do not have access to enough freshwater. (from the introductory paragraph of the Model Opinion Essay: Access to Water, in Lesson 5 supporting materials)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling because it uses the regular plural noun millions and the irregular plural noun people to help address the daily learning target and L3.1b. This sentence connects to the big idea by helping us understand that water is not equally distributed around the world. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure Millions of people. Note that the focus structure practice is presented out of order to provide context for this chunk, allowing for better understanding and discussion. After discussing this structure, students practice using it to discuss something in the world. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing their introductory paragraphs in Lesson 8, when forming and using regular and irregular plural nouns in Lessons 8 and 11, and on the End-of-Unit 2 Assessment.

	Time
	15 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 7.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the Chunk Chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks; distribute the note-catcher. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 7, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart: 
Model Opinion Essay

	Millions of people

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Who is this sentence about?” Millions of people refers to a very large number of people. The -s on millions makes it plural, referring to more than 1 million people. Note that if million were singular, a determiner or pronoun such as a or a numeral would need to be added before million, and of would not be needed. (plural noun phrase)
· people: “Can you figure out why there is not a plural -s on people? People is an irregular plural noun; instead of following the general plural noun rule of adding -s or -es, the entire word changes from person to people. Note that students will learn more about irregular plural nouns in Lesson 11. (irregular plural noun)
· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to sketch another noun of which there can be millions. Their partner can guess and identify what they are sketching. (Examples: millions of children; millions of animals; millions of toys). Students can give a thumbs-up if a plural noun they sketched follows the general rule of adding -s or -es and a thumbs-down if it does not.

	do not have access to

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What does this chunk tell us?” It tells us that millions of people do not have the opportunity to use, or benefit from, something. (verb phrase)
· “Can you figure out if access is singular or plural, regular or irregular?” (singular noun. The -s ending does not indicate plural here)
· Students can come up with gestures that demonstrate not having access to something.


	enough freshwater.

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What do millions of people not have access to?” They do not have access to the water they need to survive. (noun phrase)
· Students can discuss in pairs what they have learned about the parts of the world that do not have access to enough water and the reason they do not. As they discuss, they can refer to the focus structure from the Language Dives in Unit 1, Lessons 7 and 9: is not evenly distributed across the globe.

	Millions of people

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· Millions of ___________ do not have __________. (Millions of children do not have the opportunity to go to school.)
· Students can give a thumbs-up if the plural noun they listed follows the general rule of adding -s or -es and a thumbs-down if it does not.
· To provide lighter support: “Can you extend your sentence by adding an adverb or an adjective? Where would you place them?”
· To provide heavier support: Provide a word/phrase bank for students to use when completing the sentence frame. Encourage them to refer to the Parts of Speech anchor chart to review the definition of a noun.
· Ask: 
“What plural nouns did you use in your sentence? Explain why they are regular or irregular plural nouns.”

· Students can write and sketch. They can then underline the regular plural nouns in their sentence and circle the irregular plural nouns. [image: image1.emf]

	Millions of people do not have access to enough freshwater.

	Reconstruct
	· “Can you say this sentence in your own words?” A lot of people in the world don’t have the water they need to survive. 
· “How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the big idea?” It connects to the big idea by helping us understand how many people are affected by unequal distribution of water around the world.

	Practice (Sentence)
	· Millions of people do not have access to _____. (Millions of people do not have access to clean water.)
· To provide lighter support: “What if we replaced millions of with some? How would this change the meaning of the sentence?”
· To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups.
· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:
· Nouns and noun phrases and clauses (people, places, things): Millions of people / enough freshwater
· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): do not have access to


Language Dive Note-catcher: 
Model Opinion Essay

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Millions of people do not have access to enough freshwater.

Directions: Fill in the blanks to complete the sentence. Then, underline any regular plural nouns and circle any irregular plural nouns.
1. Millions of _____________________________________________do not have 
__________________________________________________________________________.
	Sketch your sentence here:


2. Millions of people do not have access to _______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________.
	Sketch your sentence here:


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: 
Model Opinion Essay
	Millions of people

	do not have access to

	each morning

	enough freshwater.


Homework: Language Dive Practice: 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
3. Look at the scrambled sentence below from The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind. Write it in the correct sequence:

	turning the maize into dust.
	each morning
	the sun rose angry
	Without water,
	and scorched the fields,


Without water, the sun rose angry each morning and scorched the fields, turning the maize into dust.
4. Why does the author tell us that “the sun rose angry” in the sentence above? Circle the best answer. 

A. to help the reader imagine the intensity of the sun’s heat when there was no water

B. to help the reader know how the sun feels
C. to help the reader imagine what the sun looks like

5. Complete the sentence frame to describe the sun after William’s windmill brought water to the village:

(Responses will vary.)

With water, the sun _____________ ___________________ each morning.
[verb]
[adjective]
6. What is the meaning of “turning the maize into dust” in the sentence above? 

Responses will vary, but may include: It means that the sun’s heat ruined the food in the fields.
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 3: Module 4: Unit 2: Lesson 5


Writing an Opinion Essay: Analyzing a Model
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