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Close Reading Guide: 
“Revolutionary War, Part I”

(For Teacher Reference)

RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI.4.4, RI.4.5, L.4.4a

	Purpose and Notes
	· The purpose of this close read is for students to use the text to explain what happened in the American Revolution and why and to analyze the structure to recognize that it is chronological.

· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Think-Pair-Share, Conversation Cues, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.

· Attend to the three Event Questions in the first section of the close read and the process of adding to the note-catcher afterward, as this process will be repeated throughout.

	Excerpt of Text

(reread aloud)
	Questions and Directions

	the opening paragraph from “April 19, 1775 …” to “… the United States of America.”
	· Ask:

Event Question 1: “What is the first event described?” (the beginning of the American Revolution, when British troops fired on American colonists)

Event Question 2: “When did it happen? Highlight the date on your text.” (April 19, 1775)

Event Question 3: “Why was it important in the American Revolution?” (It started the American Revolution.)

· Completing the note-catcher: Guide students through adding this event to the first row of the When, What, Why chart on their note-catcher.

· Remind students of the Infer the Topic Resources: 2 source of the picture of the Battle of Lexington.

· Ask:

“According to the text, why did it start?” (The people in the colonies wanted to fight Britain for their rights.)

“From what you know so far, what rights were they fighting for?” (They didn’t want to pay taxes to Britain.)

“What happened in the end?” (The colonies became independent from Britain.)

	
	“How did the purpose of the American Revolution change from the beginning?” (It started because the people in the colonies wanted to fight for their rights, but in the end they wanted independence.)

“What was the outcome of the American Revolution?” (The colonies became independent and became a new nation: the United States of America.)

	“The Founders”
	· Ask:

“From this section of text, what do you think founders are? If you found something, what do you do?” (people who start something)

“What does the phrase ‘The best known …’ tell you?” (that the ones listed are the most famous, but there were others)

“Choose a founder. Why was that person important during the Revolutionary War?”

	“Events Leading to the Revolution”
	· Ask the three event questions for the first event in this section and guide them through completing the note-catcher. (Britain established its first colony.)

· Ask:

“From what you have read in this section of text, what was the purpose of an assembly?” (to run the everyday business of the colonies and collect taxes)

· Ask the three event questions for the next event in this section and guide students through completing the note-catcher. (French-Indian War)

	First paragraph of “Colonial Opposition”
	· Ask the three event questions for the first event in this section and guide them through completing the note-catcher. (Stamp Act)

· Ensure students make connections between the mention of Sons of Liberty in this paragraph and in Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak.

	Second paragraph of “Colonial Opposition”
	· Ask:

“What does repeal mean? How do you know?” (withdraw; it says so in parentheses)

“How would you say the sentence, ‘Boston was the center of opposition to Britain’s tax policies’ in your own words?” (Boston was the place where a lot of people disagreed with Britain’s tax laws.)

· If productive, use a Goal 4 Conversation Cue to encourage students to compare ideas:

“How is what _____ said the same as/different from what _____ said? I’ll give you time to think and write.” (Responses will vary.)

	
	· Ask the three event questions for the first event in this section and guide students through completing the note-catcher. (Boston Massacre)

· Ask:

“What does boycott mean?” (withdraw from trading with)

	Final paragraphs of “Colonial Opposition,” from “Parliament gave in …” to the end.
	· Ask:

“Why were the Intolerable Acts passed by Britain?” (as punishment for the Boston Tea Party)
“What was the result?” (made the colonists unite in their anger against Britain)
· Invite students to work in triads to add the events in the final paragraphs to their note-catchers independently.

	
	· Focus students on the Text Structures handout. Read aloud each of the structures.

· Invite students to work in triads to answer both parts of Question 1.


Close Reading Note-Catcher: 
“Revolutionary War, Part I”

RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI.4.4, RI.4.5, L.4.4a

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	When

(When did it happen?)
	What

(What happened? Describe the event outlined in the text.)
	Why

(Why was it important to the American Revolution?)

	April 19, 1775
	The beginning of the American Revolution. The first shots were fired.
	It was the beginning of the American Revolution.

	1607
	Britain established its first colony in North America.
	If colonies hadn’t been started there, the revolution would never have happened.

	1754–63
	French-Indian War
	It put Britain in debt, which caused Britain to tax the colonies.

	1765
	Stamp Act
	It angered the colonists who didn’t want to pay taxes to Britain. They decided to fight against the taxes.

	1770
	Boston Massacre
	Led to a new boycott

	December 16, 1773
	Boston Tea Party
	Led to Britain passing the four Intolerable Acts

	1774
	Intolerable Acts 
	Made the colonists feel their freedom was at stake

	1774
	First Continental Congress
	Tried to get Britain to resolve issues peacefully, but delegates were prepared to fight if not


1. Part A: How would you describe the structure of this text? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.5)

A. chronology
B. comparison

C. cause/effect

D. problem/solution

Part B: Which clues in the text help you recognize the structure? (RI.4.1, RI.4.5)

A. Words like cause, effect, result of, and due to are used.

B. Similarities and differences are discussed.

C. Events are given in order.
D. A problem is solved.

Close Reading Note-Catcher: 
“Revolutionary War, Part I”

RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI.4.4, RI.4.5, L.4.4a

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

	When

(When did it happen?)
	What

(What happened? Describe the event outlined in the text.)
	Why

(Why was it important to the American Revolution?)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Part A: How would you describe the structure of this text? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.5)

A. chronology

B. comparison

C. cause/effect

D. problem/solution

Part B: Which clues in the text help you recognize the structure? (RI.4.1, RI.4.5)

A. Words like cause, effect, result of, and due to are used.

B. Similarities and differences are discussed.

C. Events are given in order.

D. A problem is solved.

Text Structures

RI.4.5

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

	Text Structure
	Signal Words
	Visual

	Description: description of a topic by listing characteristics, features, or examples
	many, some, most, one, for example, for instance, such as, including

* The topic word is often repeated. (Example: Snakes are reptiles. Some snakes can be venomous.)
	

	Chronology: describing a sequence of events or measuring time
	before, in the beginning, to start, first, next, then, during, after, finally, last, in the end 

* Dates are often mentioned. (Example: Sept. 18)
	

	Comparison: examining similarities and differences
	similar, same, alike, both, unlike, different, on the other hand, however
	

	Cause/Effect: the relationship between two events
	since, because, if, then, as a result of, causes, therefore
	

	Problem/Solution: solving something that needs to be fixed or changed
	problem, issue, since, as a result, solution, so, leads to
	


Exit Ticket: Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak

RL.4.1, RL.4.2

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

3. What is the topic of Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak? Underline the best answer. (RL.4.2)

A. Loyalists in the Revolutionary War

B. perspectives on the Revolutionary War
C. Patriots in the Revolutionary War

D. tea in the Revolutionary War 

4. From this list of themes, underline a theme of Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak. (RL.4.2)

A. The Patriots were the most popular side in the Revolutionary War.

B. The Loyalists were the most popular side in the Revolutionary War.

C. War can divide a country, a city, neighbors, friends, and families.
D. War can make people want to drink tea.

5. Which details from the text best support your answer to Question 2? Underline the best answers. (RL.4.1)

A. “Unfair, cry the Patriots. But what do the Loyalists want?”
B. “This tea tax must not be paid.”

C. “I say, ‘Pay it! Count your blessings.’”

D. “We boarded the Dartmouth, the Eleanor, and the Beaver and dumped the tea, though many Loyalists disagreed.”

Exit Ticket: Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak

RL.4.1, RL.4.2

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

6. What is the topic of Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak? Underline the best answer. (RL.4.2)

A. Loyalists in the Revolutionary War

B. perspectives on the Revolutionary War

C. Patriots in the Revolutionary War

D. tea in the Revolutionary War 

7. From this list of themes, underline a theme of Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak. (RL.4.2)

A. The Patriots were the most popular side in the Revolutionary War.

B. The Loyalists were the most popular side in the Revolutionary War.

C. War can divide a country, a city, neighbors, friends, and families.

D. War can make people want to drink tea.

8. Which details from the text best support your answer to Question 2? Underline the best answers. (RL.4.1)

A. “Unfair, cry the Patriots. But what do the Loyalists want?”

B. “This tea tax must not be paid.”

C. “I say, ‘Pay it! Count your blessings.’”

D. “We boarded the Dartmouth, the Eleanor, and the Beaver and dumped the tea, though many Loyalists disagreed.”[image: image1.emf]
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