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Model First Person Narrative

RL.4.3, W.4.3

Today was an incredibly sad day. Today, we opened the store for one last time to sell the last of the goods, to pack things up, and to say goodbye to our customers and neighbors. I had to face many memories, both happy and sad, throughout the day as customers reminded me of good times and bad. Like the time the crowd of Patriots came into the store with the aim to attack me for my Loyalist views, which isn’t something I care to remember. They finally got their way, so at least they should be happy now we are leaving.
My heart hurts for my family, especially Abigail and Ben, who really don’t want to leave. Also, I am worried about William, whom we will be leaving behind. How I wish he saw things my way and was coming with us. My worry for him caused me to argue with him today, and I was so angry with his views that I called him a traitor and told him to get out of my house. This move is hard on all of us, but still he comes around preaching his Patriot nonsense and upsetting Abigail and Ben by putting ideas in their heads. I don’t like to think of it, but I wonder if we will ever see him again. I hope he survives the war and we are able to come to peace in the future.

Language Dive Guide: Model First Person Narrative

	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5 for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3. 

	Sentence
	Also, I am worried about William, whom we will be leaving behind. (from Paragraph 2 of the model first person narrative)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling because it is written in the first person and uses the future progressive verb tense, which helps address L4.1b and the Daily Learning Target. It also connects to the guiding question by helping the reader understand the effects of the Revolutionary War on the people in the colonies. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: whom we will be leaving behind. Students will apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when using the progressive verb tenses in their writing and speaking and when writing their first person narratives in the End of Unit Assessment.

	Time
	15 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the Chunk Chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks; display and distribute the note-catcher. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5 to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart: 
Model First Person Narrative

	Also,

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Can you figure out why the author used Also?” to connect the ideas in this sentence to the ideas in the sentences before; to add information like in addition or and. In the previous sentence, Robert said that his heart hurts for Abigail and Ben because they don’t want to leave. Also signals that Robert will tell more about how he feels in this sentence.

	I am worried about William,

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Who is this sentence about?” Robert; the narrative is written in the first person. It is written from Robert’s perspective. (subject pronoun)
· “How does Robert feel?” Robert is worried about William. Robert is concerned or upset about William. (present tense verb)
· Students can imagine Robert worried about William and then sketch it. [image: image1.emf]

	whom we will be leaving behind.

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What does this chunk tell us about William?” He will not come with Robert’s family when they go to New York; Robert’s family will not take him with them. (relative clause)
· will be leaving: “When, in relation to the writing of this sentence in the narrative, does the family leave William behind? How do you know?” In the future; after Robert wrote the sentence. I know because it uses will, which tells me it is in the future tense. (future progressive tense verb)
· will be leaving: “What if we replaced will be leaving with will leave? How would that change the meaning of the sentence? What makes you think so?” (It would mostly mean the same thing, but it would tell us that leaving might happen all at once and will be less of a continuing action. I think so because we use the future progressive tense for continuing actions. By using will be leaving, the author emphasizes the ongoing loss Robert will feel in leaving William behind.
· Students can turn to their partners and say goodbye as if are they will be leaving them behind.
· Students can imagine and sketch the Barton family in the future, leaving William behind. [image: image2.emf]


	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· Direct students’ attention to their Progressive Verb Tenses handout. Read aloud the definition and the examples. Point out the formula for the future progressive tense (will be + verb + -ing) and invite students to write it. [image: image3.emf]
· Next week, I _______[will be + verb + -ing ] in school. (Next week, 
I will be reading in school.) [image: image4.emf]
· To provide lighter support: “Can you change the sentence to use the past progressive or present progressive tense? How?” Today, I am writing narratives in school.
· To provide heavier support: Provide the progressive verbs in present, past, and future tense on index cards and invite students to choose the correct tense when completing the frame.

	Also, I am worried about William, whom we will be leaving behind.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” Robert is moving his family to New York and he is worried about William, who is staying in New Jersey to continue fighting for the Patriots.
· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” It illustrates how the Revolutionary War divided families. The Barton family is divided in their views about the war and will also become geographically divided when Robert moves the rest of the family to New York and William stays behind in New Jersey to fight for the Patriots.

	Practice (Sentence)
	· “Change the sentence from the future progressive to the present progressive and then to the past progressive.” I am worried about William, whom we will be leaving behind. 
· I am worried about William, who we _____ [be] _____[verb + -ing] behind. (I am worried about William, who we are leaving behind.) [image: image5.emf]
· I was worried about William, who we _____ [be] _____[verb + -ing] behind. (I am worried about William, who we were leaving behind.) [image: image6.emf]
· To provide lighter support: “Can you say this sentence in a different order? How?” (I am worried about William, also, whom we will be leaving behind.)
· To provide heavier support: Provide the progressive verbs on index cards for students to choose from when completing the frames.

	
	· Language Chunk Wall suggestions: 
· Language to connect words, phrases, clauses: Also,
· Language to make references: I am worried about William,/whom we will be leaving behind.
· Nouns and noun phrases (people, places, things): I am worried about William,
· Verbs and verb phrases (actions and states of being): I am worried about William,/whom we will be leaving behind.


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: 
Model First Person Narrative
	Also,

	I am worried about William,

	whom we will be leaving behind.


Language Dive Note-catcher: 
Model First Person Narrative

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
Also,/ I am worried about William,/ whom we will be leaving behind.

	Sketch the sentence.

How Robert is feeling right now

What will be happening in the

future
Future progressive tense = ____________________ + ____________________

Use the future progressive tense to complete the following sentence: 

Tomorrow, I _______________________________________________ in school.

Change the sentence from the future progressive to the present progressive and the past progressive: 

I am worried about William, whom we will be leaving behind. (future)

I am worried about William, who we _________________________________
behind. (present) 

I was worried about William, who we ________________________________ behind. (past)


Progressive Verb Tenses

L.4.1b

Progressive Verb Tenses:

The progressive verb tenses are used to show continuing action that is going on in the present, past, or future.

Examples:

We were laughing so hard at school yesterday. (past)

Today I am feeling really happy. (present)

They will be leaving on the school bus soon. (future)
	
	Past Progressive

(yesterday)
	Present Progressive

(today)
	Future Progressive

(tomorrow)

	I 
	was + verb+ing
	am + verb+ing
	will be + verb+ing

	he/she/it
	was + verb+ing
	is + verb+ing
	will be + verb+ing

	we/they/
you
	were + verb+ing
	are + verb+ing
	will be + verb+ing


Directions for Peer Critique

W.4.5
1. Partner A, read first person narrative aloud to B.

2. Partner B, consider the Progressive Verb Tenses handout and read the criteria on the Narrative Writing Checklist.

3. Identify one star (one thing your partner did well).

4. Record your star on a sticky note. 

· For example, “I noticed that you used the past progressive tense here correctly.”

5. Identify one step (one thing your partner could improve).

6. Record your step on a (different colored) sticky note. 

· For example, “I don’t see any evidence of this in Divided Loyalties, and I don’t infer this from the character’s actions either. What in the text made you think this?”

7. Repeat with partner B presenting.

8. Explain your feedback. Partner A first, then partner B.
9. Ask your partner clarifying questions if you don’t understand.

10. Revise your narratives accordingly.

Similarities and Differences T-chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.4.5, RL.4.6

	Similarities
	Differences

	· Both are about perspectives on the American Revolution.

· Both show the Loyalist and Patriot perspectives.

· Both show how people were divided in America at that time and how war divides families, friends, neighbors, and cities.

· Both have informational text in them to help the reader understand the story.

· Both have first person point of view.
	· Colonial Voices focuses on one event in the American Revolution and is set across one day, while Divided Loyalties is set over the course of the revolution.

· Colonial Voices shows the division of a town, and Divided Loyalties shows the division of a family.

· Colonial Voices is a story with each perspective on a different page like a different chapter, and Divided Loyalties is a play with acts and scenes.

· Divided Loyalties also has third-person point of view through the narrator, which Colonial Voices does not


Exit Ticket: Similarities and Differences

RL.4.5, RL.4.6
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

11. The box below includes five statements about the structures of Divided Loyalties and Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak. Decide if each statement is true or false and place a check in the correct column next to each statement (RL.4.5):

	True
	False
	Statement

	
	✓
	Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak has stage directions to show character actions.

	✓
	
	Divided Loyalties uses dialogue to show what characters are thinking and feeling.

	✓
	
	Divided Loyalties has a cast of characters with individual characters saying their own part.

	✓
	
	Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak uses description to show character actions.

	
	✓
	Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak has a cast of characters with individual characters saying their own part.


12. Underline the correct statements below about the point of view and perspective of Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak compared to Divided Loyalties. (RL.4.6)

A.
Both stories are written from the third person point of view.

B.
Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak is all written in the first person, and Divided Loyalties has the part of the narrator written in the third person and the rest of the characters written in the first person.
C.
Both stories show the Loyalist and Patriot perspectives.
D.
Divided Loyalties shows both the Loyalist and Patriot perspectives, and Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak shows only one perspective.

Exit Ticket: Similarities and Differences

RL.4.5, RL.4.6
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
13. The box below includes five statements about the structures of Divided Loyalties and Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak. Decide if each statement is true or false and place a check in the correct column next to each statement (RL.4.5):
	True
	False
	Statement

	
	
	Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak has stage directions to show character actions.

	
	
	Divided Loyalties uses dialogue to show what characters are thinking and feeling.

	
	
	Divided Loyalties has a cast of characters with each character saying their own part.

	
	
	Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak uses description to show character actions.

	
	
	Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak has a cast of characters with each character saying their own part.


14. Underline the correct statements below about the point of view and perspective of Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak compared to Divided Loyalties. (RL.4.6)

A.
Both stories are written from the third person point of view.

B.
Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak is all written in the first person, while Divided Loyalties has the part of the narrator written in the third person and the rest of the characters written in the first person.

C.
Both stories show the Loyalist and Patriot perspectives.

D.
Divided Loyalties shows both the Loyalist and Patriot perspective, while Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak shows only one perspective.[image: image7.emf]
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