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Close Reading Guide: Excerpt of the 
Declaration of Independence, Part III
(For Teacher Reference)
RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RI.4.1, RI.4.4, SL.4.1a, L.4.4

	Purpose and Notes
	· The purpose of this close read is for students to gain a greater understanding of this part of the text in preparation for a text-based discussion about it.
· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Think-Pair-Share, Conversation Cues, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.
· Remind students of the vocabulary strategies listed on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart whenever the questions require them to determine the meaning of new vocabulary. Remind them to record new vocabulary in their vocabulary logs and add any new words to the Academic and Domain-Specific Word Walls.
· When underlining words, invite students to also underline or circle the same words on their text to focus their attention on the word.

	Excerpt of Text
(Reread aloud)
	Questions and Directions

	· “We, therefore, 
the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,”
	· Set up the role-playing component by placing table tent signs to choose a table of students to be the “Representatives of the United States of America,” a table to be the “British Crown,” and the rest being “Colonies.” Introduce these tables to the students before you begin, so students know who they are.
· Focus on: “We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America.” Underline the word representatives and ask:
“Who are the we?” (the representatives of the United States of America)

“What are representatives?” (people who represent or speak/stand for other people)

· Focus on “in General Congress, Assembled” and help students understand that a congress is a formal meeting of a group of people who make laws and rules for a country. Underline the word assembled and ask:


	
	“What does assembled mean?” (gathered together in one place)

· Invite the table of “Representatives of the United States of America” to stand up and huddle together like they are assembled. Give them a piece of paper with the words “Declaration of Independence” written on it in large letters.

	· “appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions”
	· Focus on: “appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world.” Ask:
“Who are the representatives of the United States of America appealing to with this declaration?” (the Supreme Judge of the world)

“Who do you think they are referring to when they say the Supreme Judge of the world?” (whichever God they believe in)

· Focus students on: “for the rectitude of our intentions.” Underline the word rectitude and ask:
“What does rectitude mean?” (morally correct behavior; the right thing to do)

“So how would you describe the intentions of the representatives of the United States of America?” (morally correct; right)

“How would you say this excerpt so far in your own words?” (The representatives are appealing to a god because their intentions are morally correct and right.) 

	· “do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare”
	· Ask:
“Who are they writing this in the name of (for)?” (the good people of these colonies)

· Focus students on: “solemnly publish and declare.” Underline the word solemnly and ask:
“What do solemnly mean?” (seriously)

“What are they doing solemnly?” (publishing and declaring something; students may say publishing and declaring independence)

· Invite the student table chosen as the representatives to signal that they are speaking for the colonies solemnly by sweeping an arm to point to students around the room with a serious look on their faces and then pointing at the declaration to show they take the responsibility and the needs of the colonies seriously.

	
	· Invite the people in the “Colonies” to show that they agree and approve by standing up and pretending to applaud (applauding without hands touching, so no sound) the “Representatives of the United States of America.”


	· “That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States”
	· Ask:
“What are the representatives of the United States of America solemnly publishing and declaring? How would you say this in your own words?” (that the colonies are free and independent)

· Invite the “Representatives of the United States of America” to hold up the signs with the words “Free” and “Independent” on them and to pass them out to the people in the “Colonies.” 

	· “that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, 
	· Focus students on: “Allegiance to the British Crown.” Underline the word allegiance and ask:
“What does allegiance mean? You might have heard of the Pledge of Allegiance. What are we doing when we pledge allegiance?” (Allegiance means being loyal and committed to, and pledging allegiance means promising to show loyalty/commitment.)

“What does it mean by the British Crown? The actual crown the king wears?” (No, it means the king and government of Britain; British rule.)

· Invite the “Representatives of the United States of America” and the “British Crown” to stand up and show allegiance by holding hands in a big circle.
· Focus students on the words Absolved from and ask:
“Given that you know this document is about independence, what do you think absolved from allegiance might mean?” (released from)

	· “and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved”
	· Underline the word dissolved and ask:
“Given that you know this document is about independence, what do you think dissolved might mean?” (officially ended)

· Invite the “Representatives of the United States of America” and the “British Crown” to show the allegiance dissolving by letting go and forming their own small circles. 
· Guide students to complete Question 1 and 
Question 2 on their note-catcher in pairs—a pair will choose a character, and both will work together to research. Ensure students understand that they are to look for evidence across the whole book now.


Close Reading Note-catcher: Excerpt of the Declaration of Independence, Part III

RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RI.4.1, RI.4.4, SL.4.1a, L.4.4

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved.… 
Declaration of Independence: A Transcription. U.S. National Archives and Records Administration, https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript. Accessed 25 Aug. 2016.

1. Write this excerpt of the Declaration of Independence in your own words:
Sample student response: We, the representatives of the people in the colonies, say that the colonies are now independent of 
British rule.

2. Choose one character in Divided Loyalties: Robert, William, Mary, or Abigail. From what you have read in Divided Loyalties, in your opinion, what would the character think of this excerpt? Based on his or her situation, would he or she agree? Why or why not? Use your Divided Loyalties text to complete the note-catcher below.

	Character: Robert, Mary, William, or Abigail

	What would the character think of this excerpt? Based on his or her situation, would he or she agree? Why or why not?
	Evidence/example from Divided Loyalties
(Act/Scene)

	Sample student responses: 
Robert would not agree with separating from Britain for independence.
	· Act I, Scene 2: He says to Mrs. Smith, “I still support the king. I see no reason to change things here in America.”
· Act I, Scene 2: “William, we are loyal to the king, and that’s final!”
· Act I, Scene 3, “We have only one ruler here, and it is King George III.”
· Act II, Scene 2: He says to William, “I cannot take that oath for the new government.”

	Mary would not agree with separating from Britain for independence. 
	· Act II, Scene 1: “I am standing up for what I believe in, William. Your father and I believe in supporting the king.”
· Act III, Scene 1: Regarding the flag, “Well, that flag will never fly in this house.”

	William would agree with getting rid of the British government for independence and starting up a new government in the colonies.
	· Act I, Scene 1: “Many think we should be able to govern ourselves. They say we should not be taxed unless we have elected representatives to the British Parliament.”
· Act II, Scene 1: “Freedom will cost us, but we will be free.”
· Act II, Scene 3: “We must be free of Great Britain. I think we can build a great new country.”
· Act III, Scene 1: “The Congress is still working hard , Father. They are writing laws that are fair, something that Great Britain never did.”
· Act III, Scene 1: “I think we need to support this new country.”
· Act III, Scene 3: “It’s clear the colonies must be free.”

	Abigail would probably agree, as she questions the Loyalist views of her parents and helps the Sons of Liberty.
	· Act II, Scene 1: “Why are we loyal to a country that is so far away?”
· Act II, Scene 2: “I want to be a Patriot as much as you do.”


Close Reading Note-catcher: Excerpt of the Declaration of Independence, Part III

RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RI.4.1, RI.4.4, SL.4.1a, L.4.4
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved.… 
Declaration of Independence: A Transcription. U.S. National Archives and Records Administration, https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript. Accessed 25 Aug. 2016.

3. Write this excerpt of the Declaration of Independence in your own words:

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. Choose one character in Divided Loyalties: Robert, William, Mary, or Abigail. From what you have read in Divided Loyalties, in your opinion, what would the character think of this excerpt? Based on his or her situation, would he or she agree? Why or why not? Use your Divided Loyalties text to complete the note-catcher below.

	Character: 

	What would the character think of this excerpt? Based on his or her situation, would he or she agree? Why or why not?
	Evidence/example from Divided Loyalties
(Act/Scene)

	
	


Discussion Notes

SL.4.1c, SL.4.1d
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
	My Discussion Notes: Ideas and Questions

	

	My learning from this discussion:

	

	My goal for the next discussion:


Homework: Language Dive II Practice: Model First-Person Narrative: Progressive Verb Tenses

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
5. Write the scrambled sentence from the Model First-Person Narrative in the correct sequence.
	who we will be leaving behind.
	Also,
	I am worried about William


Also, I am worried about William who we will be leaving behind.

6. Underline the verb in the sentence that is written in the future progressive tense.
Also, I am worried about William who we will be leaving behind.

7. Rewrite the above sentence using the past progressive and then the present progressive tense.
Past: Also, I was worried about William who we were leaving behind.
Present: Also, I am worried about William who we are leaving behind.

8. Choose the correct progressive verb tense to complete the following sentences:
Today we are opening the store for one last time.
The Patriots were coming into the store to attack me for my views one last time.
I hope we will be seeing William again in the future.

	will be seeing
	were coming
	are opening
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