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Character Analysis Note-catcher: Act III, Scene 1

RL.4.1, RL.4.3

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

How do characters react to events/situations in Divided Loyalties?

	Act/Scene:
	Gist:

	Act III, 
Scene 1
	William is visiting his family, and over dinner he tells his family about the Battle of Saratoga.

	Character
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others?

(refer to details and examples in the text)

	William
	He is perhaps resentful that there are no spices.
Thinks that things might get better now that the Patriots have control in New Jersey.
Proud of the Patriots and their leader and seems to want to convince his family of the Patriots’ success.
He believes in everyone being entitled to his/her own opinion.
Proud of his contribution to the Battle of Saratoga, despite being afraid, but still thinks war is terrible.
He does not want his family to leave.
	He says, “With the blockade and the war, she does not have to worry about spices. There are none to be had.”
“Well, now that New Jersey is safely in the hands of the Patriots, perhaps we can get more supplies and food.”
“General Washington is proving to be a great leader.”
“They are writing laws that are fair, something that Great Britain never did.”
“We must all do what we feel is right.”
“It was lonely sometimes, too, and of course I feared for my life. But I knew our cause needed our strength.”
“Yes, it is exciting, but it’s also terrible.”
“Must you leave, Father?”
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Name: _____________________________________________________________ Date: _________________
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	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others?

(refer to details and examples in the text)

	
	
	

	
	
	


Point of View

RL.4.6

(Completed, for Teacher Reference)

Describing the Point of View

The point of view is the narrator’s position in relation to the story being told. Point of view is the way the author allows the reader to “hear” and “see” what is happening in a narrative.

An author chooses the point of view to use, and this influences the information given and how events are described in the story.

	Point of View
	What is it?
	Key Words
	Example from Text

	first person
	The narrator is a character in the story; the narrator is telling you his or her story.

· makes the reader feel close to the character telling the story

· helps the reader see the story through the character’s eyes

· what the reader knows and understands is limited to what that character knows and understands 
	I, myself, me, my
	“It’s wonderful to have you here with us, William.”

	third person
	The narrator is not a character in the story; the narrator tells the story like a camera recording the events of the story.

· The story might be told through the experiences of a particular character or many characters.

· It is possible for the reader to know and understand more than any one character could know.
	William, Mary, he, she, they
	“William has returned from Saratoga to Burlington to visit his family now that the army is encamped for the winter at Valley Forge. The family is gathered around the table, eating a modest dinner.”
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An author chooses the point of view to use, and this influences the information given and how events are described in the story.

	Point of View
	What is it?
	Key Words
	Example from Text

	first person
	The narrator is a character in the story; the narrator is telling you his or her story.

· makes the reader feel close to the character telling the story

· helps the reader see the story through the character’s eyes

· what the reader knows and understands is limited to what that character knows and understands 
	I, myself, me, my
	

	third person
	The narrator is not a character in the story; the narrator tells the story like a camera recording the events of the story.

· The story might be told through the experiences of a particular character or many characters.

· It is possible for the reader to know and understand more than any one character could know.
	William, Mary, he, she, they
	


First Person Narrative: Act III, Scene 1—William

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.4.3, W.4.3

It was a relief to be back in the safety and comfort of my family’s home after the horrors of war, but I am afraid that the food at dinner was a little disappointing. Abigail had done her best with the broth, but it was very bland without spices, and while Ben had worked hard to grow the vegetables, there were barely enough for us all. I tried to show my appreciation, but I can’t help feeling a little resentful that the Loyalist cause my parents support is half the reason for the poor quality and taste of the meal.
I am very proud of the Patriots and my role in the cause, so I was pleased when Abigail and Ben asked me questions about the Battle of Saratoga. I thought it important that they understand the real horrors of seeing men killed on both sides. While I am a Patriot, it doesn’t mean I enjoy seeing any man being killed, even a Loyalist. I could see that Mother is worried about me fighting in battles, and I appreciate that she still cares about me, even though I am fighting for a cause she doesn’t believe in. I was shocked and sad when Father announced they are going to move to New York. I tried to appeal to them, but Mother clearly doesn’t feel they are safe here anymore. Despite our differences, I still love and care about them very much and don’t want them to go. My heart particularly hurts for Abigail, who I know also believes in the Patriot cause and doesn’t understand why they have to leave.[image: image1.emf]
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