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“An Incomplete Revolution” Vocabulary Cards

Teacher directions: Make enough copies for each student to have one card—either a word or a definition. 

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition 

	incomplete 
	not complete; unfinished 

	Ema`ncipation 
	the act or process of being set free  

	skirmish 
	unplanned fight or battle 

	massacre 
	killing a large number of people without cause 

	incident 
	an event 


	Vocabulary Word
	Definition 

	invoke
	to call forth

	frantic 
	excited with fear or worry 

	enlist 
	sign up or serve 

	precise 
	exact (without error or mistakes) 

	reimbursed 
	paid back 

	provide 
	give 


Text-Dependent Questions: 
“An Incomplete Revolution” 

RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI.4.4, RI.4.5, W.4.8

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the question and highlight details in the text to support your answer before recording it.
1. Compare and contrast: The text explains that white colonists and African American slaves had different reasons for fighting in the American Revolution. Use the Venn diagram below to compare these reasons. Use evidence from the text to complete the diagram. (RI.4.1, RI.4.3) 
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2. Which side were the black slaves on in the American Revolution? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RI.4.1)

Sample student response: Black slaves fought on both sides. The text says, “Between 10,000 and 20,000 black men offered their services to the king,” which was the Loyalist side. It also says, “Between 5,000 and 7,000 blacks joined the Continental Army,” which was the Patriot army.
3. According to the text, why did both sides need black slaves to fight in the American Revolution? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RI.4.1)

Sample student response: Both were in need of soldiers. The text says, “In 1775, the British, in desperate need of soldiers, promised liberty and protection to slaves who would fight on their side,” and it also says, “In 1778, Rhode Island did not have enough white soldiers to send to the Continental Army. So the state declared that any slave who volunteered for the Rhode Island regiment would be set free.”

4. How did African Americans contribute to the American Revolution? What roles did they play? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RI.4.1)

Sample student response: The text explains that they were used as laborers, orderlies, spies, and scouts, and they were described as fighting “with skill and valor” and were “rewarded for their courage and bravery.” 
5. Now that you have read about African Americans in the American Revolution, why do you think the article is titled “An Incomplete Revolution”? Why was it incomplete? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RI.4.1)

Sample student response: It was incomplete because, while Patriots may have gotten what they wanted from the revolution in terms of liberty and freedom from Britain, many black slaves did not get their freedom, and slavery continued. The text says, “Many slaves did not win freedom by fighting for the Americans.”

6. What is the main idea of this text? Find details from the text to support your answer. 

Hint: Think about what the title of the text tells you and notice the parts of the text you have highlighted.
	An Incomplete Revolution 

	Main Idea (What is the big idea the author wants you to take away?): 

Despite making a significant contribution to the American Revolution, many black slaves were not given their freedom when the colonies achieved independence from Britain.
	Supporting Details (What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?):

7. Between 5,000 and 7,000 blacks joined the Continental Army. Some did so because they believed in the ideals of freedom and liberty.
8. Many slaves did not win freedom by fighting for the Americans.


7.  Part A: How would you describe the structure of this text? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.5) 

A. chronology

B. comparison

C. description

D. problem/solution

Part B: Which clues in the text help you recognize the structure? (RI.4.1, RI.4.5) 

A. describes who, what, where, or how 

B. discusses similarities and differences 

C. gives events in order 

D. solves a problem

Text-Dependent Questions: 
“An Incomplete Revolution”

RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI.4.4, RI.4.5, W.4.8

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________

Directions: Read the question and highlight details in the text to support your answer before recording it.

9. Compare and contrast: The text explains that white colonists and African American slaves had different reasons for fighting in the American Revolution. Use the Venn diagram below to compare these reasons. Use evidence from the text to complete the diagram. (RI.4.1, RI.4.3)
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10. Which side were the black slaves on in the American Revolution? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RI.4.1)
	

	

	


11. According to the text, why did both sides need black slaves to fight in the American Revolution? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RI.4.1)
	

	

	


12. How did African Americans contribute to the American Revolution? What roles did they play? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RI.4.1)
	

	

	


13. Now that you have read about African Americans in the American Revolution, why do you think the article is titled “An Incomplete Revolution”? Why was it incomplete? Use details from the text to support your answer. (RI.4.1)

	

	

	


14. What is the main idea of this text? Find details from the text to support your answer. 

Hint: Think about what the title of the text tells you and notice the parts of the text you have highlighted.

	An Incomplete Revolution 

	Main Idea (What is the big idea the author wants you to take away?): 


	Supporting Details (What explicit information from the text supports your thinking about the main idea?): 

1.

2.




7.  Part A: How would you describe the structure of this text? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.5) 

A. chronology

B. comparison

C. description

D. problem/solution

Part B: Which clues in the text help you recognize the structure? (RI.4.1, RI.4.5) 

A. describes who, what, where, or how 

B. discusses similarities and differences

C. gives events in order 

D. solves a problem

Exit Ticket: Summary Writing 

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

In “An Incomplete Revolution,” the author describes how African American slaves fought in both the Loyalist and Patriot armies during the American Revolution. The main idea of the text is that despite making a significant contribution to the American Revolution, many black slaves were not given their freedom when the colonies achieved independence from Britain. It explains that some joined because they wanted freedom from slavery, and others joined because they believed in the idea of independence from Britain. The text says, “Between 5,000 and 7,000 blacks joined the Continental Army. Some did so because they believed in the ideals of freedom and liberty.” Although the slaves fought with “courage and bravery,” slavery did not end when the Patriots won the war and the colonies gained independence from Britain. The text says, “Many slaves did not win freedom by fighting for the Americans.” The text concludes with the question: “When would blacks enjoy the freedoms they had fought so hard to win?” reminding the reader that slavery continued for a long time after the American Revolution.[image: image3.emf]
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