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Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Promises to Keep, Pages 30–41
RI.5.4, L.5.4
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Note: Responses in the Unfamiliar Vocabulary column will vary. Words students are likely to be unfamiliar with (and their accompanying definitions) have been included for each section. Encourage students to use the strategies on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.

	Text
	Gist

What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning

(use a dictionary if you need to)

	Pages 30–31

· Beginning with “Four months after …”
	Jackie and his wife went to Florida for the Royals’ spring training.
	insisted 
trek
anticipated
	to be firm about something; to refuse to give up 
to travel or make one’s way slowly and with difficulty 
to look forward to; expect

	Pages 32–33

· Beginning with “The day 
after …”
	Many people were not welcoming to Jackie, so the Royals moved their practice.
	threatened 
remaining 
attendance
	to say that you will harm or punish someone if something that you demand is not done
left or still present 
the act of being present at an event

	Pages 34–35

· Beginning with “The Royals had …”
	Some players and fans threatened Jackie, but he showed them he deserved to be playing in the Major Leagues by playing well.
	experiences 
boycott 
standing ovation
 regarded
	something that a person has done or lived through 
to refuse to do something 
a prolonged or enthusiastic applause for someone after a performance 
to think of someone or something in a certain way

	Pages 36–37

· Beginning with “Mom left …”
	Jackie found out he was being moved up to the Major Leagues.
	await 
surrounded
	to wait for; look forward to 
to form a circle around something

	Pages 38–41

· Beginning with “While Dad’s teammates …”
	At first, other players ignored Jackie. Fans continued to make threats toward him. But eventually, the other players became friends with him and stood up for him.
	reaction
ambiguous 
embraced
	a feeling or action that occurs as a response to something else 
inexplicable; unclear 
to take up or accept easily


Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Promises to Keep, Pages 30–41

RI.5.4, L.5.4
Name: _________________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Text
	Gist

What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning

(use a dictionary if you need to)
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Close Reading Guide: Promises to Keep, 
Pages 38–41

(For Teacher Reference)

RI.5.1, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, L.5.4a, L.5.4b

	Purpose and Notes
	· The purpose of this close read is for students to use the text to explain the relationship between Jackie and other people that helped him to succeed in breaking the color barrier in baseball.
· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Think-Pair-Share, Conversation Cues, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in a collaborative discussion about the text.
· Attend to the four “relationship questions” in the first section of the close read and the process of adding to the note-catcher afterward, because this process will be repeated throughout.

	Excerpt of Text
(Reread aloud)
	Questions and Directions

	· Page 38, from “While Dad’s teammates …” to “… with the other players.”
· The photograph and caption on the bottom of page 38
	· Ask:
“Reread the caption. Who resented Jackie?” (his teammates and the fans)
“How did his teammates and the fans feel about Jackie when he first joined the league? How did they feel two months into his first season?” (They did not like him at first; then they respected him.)
“How did Jackie earn the respect of his teammates and the fans?” (through his skill)
“What does resents mean? How do you know?” (to feel anger or bitterness toward someone or something)
· Ask:
Relationship Question 1: “Who is described on page 38? Who is seen in this photograph and described in the caption?” (Jackie and his teammates)
Relationship Question 2: “How did they treat each other at first?” (Jackie kept to himself; his teammates ignored him.)

	
	Relationship Question 3: “How did that change? Why?” (They warmed up to him; Jackie gained their respect.)
Relationship Question 4: “How did their relationship affect Jackie’s success?” (They helped Jackie feel comfortable on and off the field.)
Note: These questions will be repeated to support students in analyzing the impact of different people or groups of people on Robinson’s success.
· Completing the note-catcher: Guide students through adding this group of people to the first row of the Who, What, Why chart on their note-catcher.

	· The photograph in the lower right corner and the caption at the bottom of page 39
	· Ask the four relationship questions for the person described on this page and guide students through completing the note-catcher (Jackie’s wife, Rachel).

	· Page 40, from “White fan reaction …” to “… Pee Wee Reese’s wife, Dottie.”
· The photograph and caption on the bottom of page 40
	· Ask:
“Reread the first sentence on the page and find the word ambiguous. What might this word mean? How do you know?” (Responses will vary.)
“How did white fans feel about Jackie playing in the Major Leagues?” (They were mixed—some were happy about it, some did not like it.)
“Find a sentence in the first paragraph that tells how African Americans felt about Jackie playing in the Major Leagues.” (“They loved my dad!”)
“Look at your Affix List. What familiar word part is in the word ambiguous? What does it mean?” (-ous; full of or characterized by)
“Find this phrase in the first sentence: ‘… but there was nothing ambiguous about the support from the Brooklyn fans and from African-American communities across the country.’ Restate this phrase in your own words.” (Brooklyn fans and African American communities were clear about how they felt about Jackie.)
“Think about these details. Now what do you think the 
word ambiguous means? What, in the text, makes you 
think so?” (unclear)

	
	· Ask the four relationship questions for the people described in the first paragraph on this page and guide students through completing the note-catcher (African American fans).

	· Page 41, from “About a month …” to “… for many years.”
· The photograph and caption on the bottom of page 41
	· Ask:
“The text says, ‘The mood in the stadium was tense.’ What does tense mean? Why do you think so?” (nervous; not calm)
“Why was the mood tense?” (because Jackie was playing, and some fans didn’t agree with the desegregation of baseball)
“What did Pee Wee and Jackie do to break the mood?” (Pee Wee put his hand on Jackie’s shoulder and talked with him; Pee Wee showed that he supported Jackie.)
· Ask the four relationship questions for the person described on this page and guide students through completing the note-catcher (Pee Wee Reese).

	
	· Focus students on the factor for success anchor charts.
· Invite students to work in triads to answer Question 1 on their note-catcher. Then, use a total participation technique to invite responses from the group.


Close Reading Note-Catcher: 
Promises to Keep, Pages 38–41

RI.5.1, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, L.5.4a, L.5.4b

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
	Who

(Who was involved?)
	What

(What was his/her/their interaction with Jackie?)
	How

(How did their relationship impact Jackie’s success?)

	Jackie’s teammates
	They ignored him at first, but Jackie used his skill to gain their respect.
	They helped Jackie feel comfortable on and off the field.

	Jackie’s wife
	She attended every home game and talked with Jackie after his games about how he was feeling.
	They worked together to fight pessimism; they worked to keep their spirits alive and to celebrate Jackie’s success.

	African American fans
	They loved Jackie and watching him play.
	They encouraged and supported Jackie.

	Pee Wee Reese
	They were teammates. He ignored fans who yelled at Jackie.
	He showed the fans that he supported Jackie, so they did, too.


1. After reading pages 38–41, what factor is described that led to Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball? What, in the text, makes you think so?
The support of Jackie’s family, teammates/friends, and fans led to Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball. These people supported Jackie and helped him feel comfortable on and off the field. They encouraged Jackie when he was feeling down, and showed people that they supported Jackie’s goal, too.
Close Reading Note-Catcher: 
Promises to Keep, Pages 38–41

RI.5.1, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, L.5.4a, L.5.4b
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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2. After reading pages 38–41, what factor is described that led to Jackie’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball? What, in the text, makes you think so?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Factor for Success: Support from Family, Friends, and Fans Anchor Chart

RI.5.1, RI.5.3

	Person/people
	Evidence from the text
	Source

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Factor for Success: Support from Family, Friends, and Fans Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RI.5.1, RI.5.3
	Person/ people
	Evidence from the text
	Source

	fans
	After threatening violence and boycotting a game in Baltimore, the fans gave him a standing ovation.
	Promises to Keep page 34

	teammates
	“The team warmed up to my father. On the train rides, they invited him to join their card games. Eventually, Dad felt comfortable joking around with the other players.”
	Promises to Keep page 38

	Jackie’s wife, Rachel
	“During Jackie’s baseball career I attended every home game. I wanted to be with him and experience his world.”
	Promises to Keep page 39

	African American fans
	“Black families traveled long distances to go to ballparks to see him play. They gathered around radios at a neighbor’s home to cheer Dad on. Sportswriter Sam Lacy once wrote: “No matter what the nature of the gathering, a horse race, a church meeting, a ball game, the universal question is: ‘How’d Jackie make out today?’”
	Promises to Keep page 40

	Pee Wee Reese
	“Some of the fans started yelling at Dodger captain Pee Wee Reese, telling him that, as a southerner, he shouldn’t be playing ball with a black man. Reese heard the shouting but refused to even glance in the direction of the stands. Instead, he walked over to my dad on first base. Reese put his hand on my father’s shoulder and started talking to him.”
	Promises to Keep page 41
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Close Read: Pages 38–41 of Promises to Keep
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