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Organizing the Model: Proof Paragraphs 1 and 2

W.5.1b

	One person who was very important in Branch Rickey’s success in integrating baseball was the commissioner of baseball at the time, A.B. (Happy) Chandler. 

	At a time when few supported integrated baseball, Chandler supported Rickey’s plan to break the color barrier.

	Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis was the commissioner of baseball when Rickey first proposed desegregating the major leagues. As Sharon Robinson writes in Promises to Keep, though, he was “firmly against it” (page 27). After Landis died and Chandler became commissioner, Rickey again proposed desegregating baseball, and Chandler agreed.

	With someone so high up in baseball agreeing to integrate the game, Chandler was a key person in Rickey’s success.

	Another group of people who led to Rickey’s success were sportswriters. 

	They were some of the first people to call for an end to segregation in baseball, and provided support to Rickey and Robinson along the way. 

	In Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson names Wendell Smith, Frank A. Young, Art Cohn, Sam Lacy, and Shirley Povich as just a few of the sportswriters of the time who “wrote daily articles on the injustice of segregation within professional sports” (page 24). They asked their readers and the American public to consider: “Could baseball truly be considered America’s pastime when black ballplayers and white ballplayers couldn’t play on the same field?” (page 25). When choosing a player to bring into the major leagues, Rickey relied on the knowledge of sportswriters—all of whom agreed that Jackie Robinson had the ability to play in the major leagues and was the right man for the job. 

	Without the help and support of the sportswriters of the time, Rickey may not have found Jackie Robinson.


Characteristics of Opinion Essays
 Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.5.1

Characteristics of Opinion Essays

Introductory Paragraph

· Introduction that catches the reader’s attention and gives context: Briefly explains who the essay is about and what social change he was fighting for
· Focus statement: States which factor (or factors) was most important in the person’s success
Proof Paragraph 1

· States the reason that the factor was necessary for, or led to, the person’s success

· Describes the first reason in a way that is convincing

· Provides facts and evidence from the text(s) that support the reason

· Elaboration: What do these facts and evidence show? Why?

· Restatement and/or reflection about why this factor was necessary for, or led to, the person’s success

Proof Paragraph 2

· States the second reason that the factor was necessary for, or led to, the person’s success

· Describes the second reason in a way that is convincing

· Provides facts and evidence from the text(s) that support the reason

· Elaboration: What do these facts and evidence show? Why?

· Restatement and/or reflection about why this factor was necessary for, or led to, the person’s success

Conclusion Paragraph

· What?: Restates opinion and reasons

· So what?: Reflects on the choice as the most important factor

Organizing the Model: Conclusion Paragraph

W.5.1d

	There were other factors to Rickey’s success, like recognizing that the timing was right and his strong personality. 

	But it was the support from other decision makers in baseball that was the most important in his overall success.

	Despite the doubts and prejudices of many, Branch Rickey knew the strongest teams would include both black and white players and, with the support of many others, he worked to bring Jackie Robinson to the major leagues and break the color barrier in baseball.


Language Dive II Practice: Model Essay:
Branch Rickey

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

1. Write the scrambled excerpt from the Model Essay: Branch Rickey in the correct sequence. 

	to propose integrating
	As president of the Brooklyn Dodgers,
	Major League Baseball.
	he was one of the first


As president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, he was one of the first to propose integrating Major League Baseball.
2. Underline the introductory element in the excerpt below.
As president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, he was one of the first to propose integrating Major League Baseball.
3. Restate this sentence in your own words below.
Responses will vary.
4. Use the introductory element As ________, to write your own sentence. Sketch your sentence in the box.
Responses will vary.

	Sketch your sentence below.
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