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Informative Writing Checklist

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of an essay comparing and contrasting Jackie Robinson and my expert group athlete
	Yes? No?

	W.5.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	Topic: Similarities and differences between the factors that contributed to the success of Jackie Robinson as a leader of change and those of my expert group athlete
	

	W.5.2a
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	Introduce my athlete and some of his or her significant achievements
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	Introduce athlete, similarities, differences, conclusion
	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	Format in paragraphs according to content
	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.
	Relevant facts and details about factors that contributed to success from both Jackie Robinson and my expert group athlete
	

	W.5.2c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	

	W.5.2d 
L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	
	

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	
	

	W.5.4 (partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	
	

	W.5.8

(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.5.1

L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Informative Writing Checklist

W.3.1

Name: _______________________________ Date: _____________________________
	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My Compare/Contrast Essay
	Yes? No?

	W.5.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.
	
	

	W.5.2c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	

	W.5.2d L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	
	

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	
	

	W.5.4 (partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	
	

	W.5.8

(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.5.1

L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Essay Planning Graphic Organizer

RI.5.1, RI.5.9, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.8

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
Focus Question: What are the similarities and differences between the factors that contributed to the success of your athlete as a leader of social change and those of Jackie Robinson?
Focus Statement: He was a leader in the acceptance of disabilities in professional sports, and there were many factors that contributed to his success as a leader of social change. Some of these factors are similar to those that contributed to the success of Jackie Robinson in integrating baseball decades earlier, but there are some key differences.
	Introduction Paragraph

	Name:
Jim Abbott
Sport he or she was famous for:
Baseball
Social change he or she led:
Acceptance of people with disabilities in professional sports
Significant achievement 1:
Named Most Courageous Athlete for 1986 by the Philadelphia Sportswriters Association
Significant achievement 2:
Named the best amateur athlete and the top amateur baseball player in the nation when playing for the University of Michigan in 1987
Significant achievement 3:
Earning a gold medal as a member of the 1988 U.S. Olympic baseball team


	Proof Paragraph 1

	Similarity #1:
Both faced adversity with courage and persistence, and neither person gave up on his dreams despite the negative words and actions of others.
Text Evidence:
What facts and evidence support your focus?
How does this evidence support your point?
1. Jackie Robinson: Promises to Keep: “My father never lost hope or gave in to despair.… He once said, ‘A life is not important except for the impact it has on other lives.’”
2. My athlete: “Jim Abbott”: “In fact, at every step, from Little League on, he kept hearing that his playing days would probably end at that level. But at each new level, Jim proved his doubters wrong.”
Similarity #2:
Family support
Text Evidence:
What facts and evidence support your focus?
How does this evidence support your point?
3. Jackie Robinson: Promises to Keep: Wife: “During Jackie’s baseball career I attended every home game. I wanted to be with him and experience his world.”
4. My athlete: “Jim Abbott”: Jim Abbott’s parents always encouraged him to “try things and helped him acquire confidence,” and his father helped him develop a technique to throw and catch the ball with the same hand.



	Proof Paragraph 2

	Difference #1:
Jackie Robinson had people like Branch Rickey and the baseball commissioner open doors for him, but Jim Abbott didn’t seem to have anyone helping him out.
Text Evidence:
What facts and evidence support your focus? How?
5. Jackie Robinson:
6. My athlete:
Difference #2:
Jackie Robinson had other people fighting for the same cause at the same time, but Jim Abbott didn’t.
Text Evidence:
What facts and evidence support your focus? How?
7. Jackie Robinson: Promises to Keep: “While my father fought relatively small battles against racism in Pasadena, African-American leaders across the country took the struggle to a new level.”
8. My athlete:



	Conclusion Paragraph

	Restate your focus statement from the introduction.
· To be a leader of social change, personal qualities are very important.
Why does this matter? 
It is not always necessary to be part of a larger movement to make change happen. Even a single person can make a difference!


Essay Planning Graphic Organizer

RI.5.1, RI.5.9, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.8

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Focus Question: What are the similarities and differences between the factors that contributed to the success of your athlete as a leader of social change and those of Jackie Robinson?
Focus Statement:
	


	Introduction Paragraph

	Name:
Sport he or she was famous for:

Social change he or she led:

Significant achievement 1:

Significant achievement 2:

Significant achievement 3:




	Proof Paragraph 1

	Similarity #1:
Text Evidence:
What facts and evidence support your focus? How?
1. Jackie Robinson:

2. My athlete:

Similarity #2:
Text Evidence:
What facts and evidence support your focus? How?
3. Jackie Robinson:

4. My athlete:




	Proof Paragraph 2

	Difference #1:
Text Evidence:
What facts and evidence support your focus? How?
5. Jackie Robinson:

6. My athlete:

Difference #2:
Text Evidence:
What facts and evidence support your focus? How?
7. Jackie Robinson:

8. My athlete:




	Conclusion Paragraph

	Restate your focus statement from the introduction.
Why does this matter?


Language Dive Guide: Model 
Essay: Correlative Conjunctions

Notes: Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.
Sentence: Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott faced adversity with courage and persistence, and neither person gave up on his dreams despite the negative words and actions of others. (from Paragraph 2 of Model Essay: Comparing and Contrasting Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott, in Lessons 2 and 3 supporting materials)
Rationale: This sentence is compelling because it compares factors for success between two athletes using the correlative conjunctions both … and, which helps address the Daily Learning Targets and L.5.1e. It also connects to the big idea by helping students understand that athletes are presented with unique opportunities to lead change. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott. Based on student need and time, consider adding days for extended conversation and practice with the structure and neither person gave up on his dreams. Students will apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing about similarities between Jackie Robinson and their chosen athlete in their informational essays in upcoming lessons, and when demonstrating their ability to use correlative conjunctions on Part II of the End-of-Unit 3 Assessment.
Time: 15 minutes
	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks; display and distribute the note-catcher. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2 to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice
(Focus structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice
(Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart: Model Essay: Correlative Conjunctions

	Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Who is this sentence about?” This sentence is about Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott, athletes who broke significant barriers in baseball. (noun phrase)
· Underline both and and. “Can you figure out why the writer used these two words?” They work together to signal comparison and to connect two elements in a sentence. In this chunk, they compare Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott. We know that the subsequent chunks will be about these two men. (correlative conjunctions)
· Students can refer to the Correlative Conjunctions handout for additional examples of correlative conjunctions. Note that it is important that correlative conjunctions connect equal grammatical items. For example, if a noun follows both, then a noun must also follow and.

	faced adversity with courage and persistence,

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What did both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott do?” courageously dealt with, or confronted misfortune or difficulty, referring to the difficulties that both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott faced as they broke barriers in baseball during their respective eras. (verb phrase)
· Place the first two chunks side by side and invite students to say the chunks in their own words. (Responses will vary, but may include: Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott were similar because they were both brave and strong when dealing with difficulties.)

	and neither person gave up on his dreams

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “And what does this chunk tell us?” Neither Jackie Robinson nor Jim Abbott gave up on breaking barriers in baseball. (coordinating clause)
· Students can share a dream they have with a partner, and describe what it would look like to not give up on it.

	despite the negative words and actions of others.

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What does this chunk tell us?” That they still didn’t give up on their dreams even though other people said and did things that might have been harmful or discouraging.
· despite: “Why does the author use this word?” despite is used to connect the previous chunk to this chunk, signaling that the idea in the previous chunk is true, even if the idea that follows might have prevented it. Synonymous words and phrases are: in spite of, even with, and regardless of. (preposition)

	Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott

	Practice
(Focus Structure)
	· Both _______ and _______ make me happy. (Both my family and my friends make me happy.)
· To provide lighter support: “What if we replace Both 1 and with Neither 1 nor? How does that change the meaning?”
· To provide heavier support: Provide a word or phrase bank for students to use when completing the sentence frame.
· Students can create a gesture for comparison as they say the sentence, such as clasping their hands together. They can then draw and write. [image: image1.emf]

	Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott faced adversity with courage and persistence, and neither person gave up on his dreams despite the negative words and actions of others.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott both confronted challenges with bravery and strength, even when others said and did unpleasant things.
· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the big idea?” It tells us how both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott had the chance to lead change, overcoming adversity to change baseball and society.

	Practice
(Sentence)
	· “Can we say this sentence in a different order? How?” Students can each hold a chunk and switch places to show the sentence in a different, correct order. Despite the negative actions and words of others, both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott faced adversity with courage and persistence, and neither person gave up on his dreams despite the negative words and actions of others.
· Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott __________________ [verb phrase]. Neither Jackie Robinson nor Jim Abbott ______________ [verb phrase]. Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott persevered amid difficulties. Neither Jackie Robinson nor Jim Abbott stopped working toward his dreams, even when others were unpleasant toward them. [image: image2.emf]
· To provide lighter support: “Can you use the correlative conjunctions not only … but also to say this sentence another way?” Not only did they achieve their dreams, but also they persevered amid difficulties.
· To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups.
· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:

· Language to connect words, phrases, clauses: Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott / despite the negative words and actions of others.
· Nouns and noun phrases and clauses (people, places, things): despite the negative words and actions of others.
· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): faced adversity with courage and persistence,
· Language to make references: and neither person gave up on his dreams


Correlative Conjunctions

L.5.1e

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Correlative Conjunctions

Correlative conjunctions are words that are used together to connect words, phrases, and sentences. The table below includes some common correlative conjunctions, along with examples of how they are used in a sentence.
	Correlative Conjunctions
	Examples

	both … and
	Both family and friends attended the school event.
(noun + noun)

	not only … but also
	Jackie Robinson not only broke the color barrier in baseball, but he also did it with integrity.
(verb phrase + verb phrase)

	either … or
	Every morning, either my alarm or the sunlight wakes me up.
(noun phrase + noun phrase)

	neither … nor
	Neither Jackie Robinson nor Jim Abbott gave up on baseball despite the challenges they faced.
(noun + noun)

	whether … or
	Do you know whether the zoo or the museum would be a better option for this month’s field trip?
(noun phrase + noun phrase)


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: 
Model Essay: Correlative Conjunctions 

	Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott

	faced adversity with courage and persistence,

	and neither person gave up on his dreams

	despite the negative words and actions of others.


Language Dive Note-catcher: Model Essay: Correlative Conjunctions

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott/ faced adversity with courage and persistence,/ and neither person gave up on his dreams/ despite the negative words and actions of others.
Directions: Fill in the blanks to complete the sentence, and then sketch a picture to match.
Both ______________________ and ______________________ make me happy.
Sketch the sentence.

	


Both Jackie Robinson and Jim Abbott 

	

	


Neither Jackie Robinson nor Jim Abbott
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 5: Module 3: Unit 3: Lesson 4


Independent Writing: 


Planning an Essay
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