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Directions for Opinion Essay

W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5

Task:

You have been learning about different factors that led to Jackie Robinson’s success in leading social change. Write an opinion essay explaining which factor (or factors) you think was most important in Jackie’s success. Other students will read your writing to learn more about Jackie Robinson.
Directions:

Write an essay that states an opinion on the factors of Jackie Robinson’s success. Choose the most important reasons from your sources to support your opinion. Then, write an opinion piece that is at least four paragraphs long. In your essay, give the reader the information needed to understand the topic and clearly state your focus in your introduction paragraph. Give reasons for your opinion that are supported by facts and details in your proof paragraphs. Clearly connect your opinion and reasons by using linking words and phrases, and be sure to correctly use a comma when using introductory elements in your writing.
Use the Opinion Writing Checklist as you work to be sure your writing meets all the criteria.
Use the Opinion Writing Planning graphic organizer to plan your essay before writing your draft.
Model Essay: Branch Rickey

W.5.1

Branch Rickey was a leader in baseball, at first on the field as a player and later off the field as a coach, manager, and president of major league teams. As president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, he was one of the first to propose integrating Major League Baseball. Rickey sent out scouts, studied reports, and talked with sportswriters, all of which led to choosing Jackie Robinson to break the color barrier in Major League Baseball. There were many factors that led to Rickey’s success, but it was support from others in baseball that was most important.

One person who was very important in Branch Rickey’s success in integrating baseball was the commissioner of baseball at the time, A. B. (Happy) Chandler. At a time when few supported integrated baseball, Chandler supported Rickey’s plan to break the color barrier. Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis was the commissioner of baseball when Rickey first proposed desegregating the major leagues. As Sharon Robinson writes in Promises to Keep, though, he was “firmly against it.” (p. 27). After Landis died and Chandler became commissioner, Rickey again proposed desegregating baseball, and Chandler agreed. With someone so high up in baseball agreeing to integrate the game, Chandler was a key person in Rickey’s success.

Another group of people that led to Rickey’s success were sportswriters. They were some of the first people to call for an end to segregation in baseball and provided support to Rickey and Robinson along the way. In Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson names Wendell Smith, Frank A. Young, Art Cohn, Sam Lacy, and Shirley Povich as just a few of the sportswriters of the time who “wrote daily articles on the injustice of segregation within professional sports” (p. 24). They asked their readers and the American public to consider: “Could baseball truly be considered America’s pastime when black ballplayers and white ballplayers couldn’t play on the same field?” (p. 25). When choosing a player to bring into the major leagues, Rickey relied on the knowledge of sportswriters—all of whom agreed that Jackie Robinson had the ability to play in the major leagues and was the right man for the job. Without the help and support of the sportswriters of the time, Rickey may not have found Jackie Robinson.

There were other factors to Rickey’s success, like recognizing that the timing was right and his strong personality. But it was the support from other decision makers in baseball that was the most important to his overall success. Despite the doubts and prejudices of many, Branch Rickey knew the strongest teams would include both black and white players and, with the support of many others, he worked to bring Jackie Robinson to the major leagues and break the color barrier in baseball.

Source:
Robinson, S. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004.
Modified Model Essay: Branch Rickey

W.5.1

Branch Rickey was a leader in baseball. As president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, he was one of the first to propose integrating Major League Baseball. Rickey eventually chose Jackie Robinson to break the color barrier in Major League Baseball. There were many factors that led to Rickey’s success, but it was support from others in baseball that was most important.

One person who was very important in Branch Rickey’s success in integrating baseball was the commissioner of baseball at the time, A. B. (Happy) Chandler. Chandler supported Rickey’s plan to break the color barrier. The commissioner of baseball when Rickey first proposed desegregating the major leagues was “firmly against it.” (p. 27). When Chandler became commissioner, Rickey again proposed desegregating baseball, and Chandler agreed. With someone so high up agreeing to integrate baseball, Chandler was a key person in Rickey’s success.

Another group of people that led to Rickey’s success were sportswriters. They were some of the first people to say segregation in baseball needed to stop and supported Rickey and Robinson. In Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson wrote that some sportswriters of the time “wrote daily articles on the injustice of segregation within professional sports” (p. 24). They asked their readers and the American public: “Could baseball truly be considered America’s pastime when black ballplayers and white ballplayers couldn’t play on the same field?” (p. 25). When choosing a player to bring into the major leagues, Rickey asked the sportswriters and they all agreed that Jackie Robinson was the right man for the job. Without the help and support of the sportswriters of the time, Rickey may not have found Jackie Robinson.

There were other factors to Rickey’s success, like his strong personality. But it was the support from other decision makers in baseball that was the most important to his success. Branch Rickey knew the strongest teams would include both black and white players, and he and many others worked to bring Jackie Robinson to the major leagues and break the color barrier in baseball.

Source:
Robinson, S. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004

Model Essay: Branch Rickey

W.5.1

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Key:

Red
Green
Yellow

Blue

Branch Rickey was a leader in baseball, at first on the field as a player and later off the field as a coach, manager, and president of major league teams. As president of the Brooklyn Dodgers, he was one of the first to propose integrating Major League Baseball. Rickey sent out scouts, studied reports, and talked with sportswriters, all of which led to choosing Jackie Robinson to break the color barrier in Major League Baseball. There were many factors that led to Rickey’s success, but it was support from others in baseball that was most important.
Paragraph 1 gist: Brief background about Rickey and context on his search for Robinson. Clearly states the focus statement.

One person who was very important in Branch Rickey’s success in integrating baseball was the commissioner of baseball at the time, A. B. (Happy) Chandler. At a time when few supported integrated baseball, Chandler supported Rickey’s plan to break the color barrier. Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis was the commissioner of baseball when Rickey first proposed desegregating the major leagues. As Sharon Robinson writes in Promises to Keep, though, he was “firmly against it.” (p. 27). After Landis died and Chandler became commissioner, Rickey again proposed desegregating baseball, and Chandler agreed. With someone so high up in baseball agreeing to integrate the game, Chandler was a key person in Rickey’s success.

Paragraph 2 gist: One reason support from others in baseball led to Rickey’s success and evidence to support that reason.
Another group of people that led to Rickey’s success were sportswriters. They were some of the first people to call for an end to segregation in baseball and provided support to Rickey and Robinson along the way. In Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson names Wendell Smith, Frank A. Young, Art Cohn, Sam Lacy, and Shirley Povich as just a few of the sportswriters of the time who “wrote daily articles on the injustice of segregation within professional sports” (p. 24). They asked their readers and the American public to consider: “Could baseball truly be considered America’s pastime when black ballplayers and white ballplayers couldn’t play on the same field?” (p. 25). When choosing a player to bring into the major leagues, Rickey relied on the knowledge of sportswriters—all of whom agreed that Jackie Robinson had the ability to play in the major leagues and was the right man for the job. Without the help and support of the sportswriters of the time, Rickey may not have found Jackie Robinson.

Paragraph 3 gist: A second reason support from others in baseball led to Rickey’s success and evidence to support that reason.

There were other factors to Rickey’s success, like recognizing that the timing was right and his strong personality. But it was the support from other decision makers in baseball that was the most important in his overall success. Despite the doubts and prejudices of many, Branch Rickey knew the strongest teams would include both black and white players and, with the support of many others, he worked to bring Jackie Robinson to the major leagues and break the color barrier in baseball.

Paragraph 4 gist: Restated opinion with some reflection.
Language Dive Guide I: Model Essay: 
Branch Rickey

Notes: Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2 for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3. 

Sentence: There were many factors that led to Rickey’s success, but it was support from others in baseball that was most important. (from Paragraph 1 of Model Essay: Branch Rickey in Lesson 9 supporting materials) 
Rationale: This sentence is complex and compelling because it states an opinion, which helps address the Daily Learning Target, uses the coordinating conjunction but to link and show contrast between two clauses, and connects to the guiding question by helping students understand factors that contribute to an individual’s success in changing society. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure but it was support from others in baseball. Based on student need and time, consider adding days for extended conversation and practice with the structure that was most important. Students will apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing focus statements for their opinion essays in upcoming lessons and when revising their essays to include linking language.
Time: 15 minutes
	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 2.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks; display and distribute the note-catcher. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5 to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice

(Focus structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice

(Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart I: Model Essay: 
Branch Rickey

	There were many factors 

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What were there?” many factors; factors are the circumstances that contributed to a result, referring to the factors of success studied and discussed in this module. (existential subject there; irregular past tense verb to be; noun phrase many factors)
· “What if we replaced many with few? How would that change the meaning of the sentence?” It would mean there weren’t many factors.
· Students can quickly stand up and organize themselves into groups of many and then in groups of few.

	that led to Rickey’s success,

	Deconstruct: Language Goals


	· “What did these factors do?” They contributed to an outcome, resulted in, or helped cause Rickey’s success. (relative clause)

· Place the first two chunks side by side and invite students to say the chunks in their own words. (Responses will vary, but may include: Many factors allowed Branch Rickey to be successful; Branch Rickey’s success was the result of many factors; There were many factors that helped Rickey be successful.) 

	but it was support from others in baseball 

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What does this chunk tell us?” other peoples’ support also did something. it is used to refer to and emphasize support from others, or help or assistance provided by other people, which is the subject of this clause. (pronoun + irregular past tense to be + noun phrase)

· but: “Why does the author use this word?” To connect the preceding clause to this chunk of the subsequent clause. To signal contrast and tell us that what comes next will disagree with and reduce the importance of the statement that there were many factors leading to Rickey’s success. (coordinating conjunction)

· in baseball: “From where were these other people?” the people providing the support were in baseball, or involved in the organization of Major League Baseball. (prepositional phrase)


	that was most important.

	
	· “According to the author, what was support from others in baseball?” The most important factor that led to Rickey’s success. The author believes that the support Branch Rickey received from others is the factor that contributed most to, or had the greatest impact on, his success. Students can discuss and write on their note-catcher the language in this chunk that helps the writer express an opinion. (relative clause) [image: image1.emf]
· “What does that refer to?” support from others in the previous chunk, the subject of the dependent clause. (relative pronoun)

· Place the last two chunks side by side and invite students to say the chunks in their own words. (Responses will vary, but may include: but the support he received from others in baseball was the most important; but the most important factor was the support he received from others in baseball; but what was most important was the support from others in baseball.)

· Students can suggest other conjunctions to replace but without changing the meaning of the sentence (e.g., yet, however, though).

	but it was support from others in baseball

	Practice

(Focus Structure)
	· ____________ was interesting, but it was ____________ that was most interesting. (Learning about Jackie Robinson was interesting, but it was reading his daughter’s perspective on his life that was the most interesting.)

· To provide lighter support: “What if we replace but with and? How does that change the meaning?” It would add complementary information instead of providing contrasting information.

· To provide heavier support: Provide a word or phrase bank for students to use when completing the sentence frame.

· Students can discuss their sentence with a partner and then write it. [image: image2.emf]

	There were many factors that led to Rickey’s success, but it was support from others in baseball that was most important.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” the most important factor in Branch Rickey’s success was the support he got from other people involved in baseball.

	
	· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” This sentence connects to the guiding question by helping students understand that a variety of factors contributed to people’s success in changing society.

	Practice

(Sentence)
	· “Can we say this sentence in a different order? How?” Students can each hold a chunk and switch places to show the sentence in a different, correct order. (It was support from others in baseball that was most important, but there were many factors that led to Rickey’s success.)

· Students can recall the conclusions they drew from the text-based discussion in Lesson 9 about what factor was most important in Jackie Robinson’s success, and discuss their opinions using the following sentence frame:

· There were many factors that _______ [verb phrase], but it was __________ [noun phrase/factor] that was/were most important. [image: image3.emf]
· To provide lighter support: “Can you say your sentence in a different order? How?”
· To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups.
Language Chunk Wall suggestions:
· Language to connect words, phrases, clauses: but it was support from others in baseball

· Nouns and noun phrases and clauses (people, places, things): There were many factors / but it was support from others in baseball

· Language to make references: that led to Rickey’s success, / 
but it was support from others in baseball / that was most important

· Adjectives and adjectival phrases and clauses (describing nouns): that was most important

· Language to emphasize: but it was support from others in baseball

· Language to express an opinion: that was most important.


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks I: 
Model Essay: Branch Rickey

	There were many factors

	that led to Rickey’s success,

	but it was support from others in baseball

	that was most important.


Language Dive Note-catcher: Model Essay: 
Branch Rickey

There were many factors/that led to Rickey’s success,/but it was support from others in baseball/that was most important.

	Language to express an opinion
____________________ was interesting, but it was ____________________ 
___________________________________________ that was most interesting.
There were many factors that _________________________________, but it 
was _________________________________ that was/were most important.
Sketch the sentence.
Write the sentence in your own words:



Opinion Writing Checklist

Name: ___________________________________ Date: ________________________
	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective 
Opinion Writing
	Characteristics of My Opinion Essay
	Yes? No?

	W.5.9
	My opinion is supported by reasons and evidence from the text(s) and shows a clear understanding of the topic or issue.
	
	

	W.5.1a
	I state my opinion clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	
	

	W.5.1a
	I have an introduction that gives the reader the information needed to understand the topic or issue.
	
	

	W.5.1a
	Information is well organized to make my argument clear and convincing. 
	
	

	W.5.1b
	I provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details from sources.
	
	

	W.5.1c 
	I use linking words to connect my opinion and reasons.
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective 
Opinion Writing
	Characteristics of My Opinion Essay
	Yes? No?

	W.5.1d
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to my opinion.
	
	

	W.5.8 
(partial)
	I provide a list of sources.
	
	

	L.5.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing. 
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	

	L.5.3

L.5.6

W.5.4

(partial)
	The words and sentences I use are appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	
	

	L.5.6

W.5.4 
(partial)
	I effectively use examples, description, statistics, quotations, or other information to explain my thinking and support my opinion.
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Writing an Opinion Essay: Analyzing a Model








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image5.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	2



[image: image7.emf]