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Summary: “A Black and White World”

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RI.5.1, RI.5.2

In “A Black and White World” in Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson gives background about how African Americans were treated in the United States. African Americans were slaves until the Civil War ended slavery in 1865. Over 400 years ago, African men, women, and children were brought to the American colonies and forced to be slaves. In 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation freed slaves in the Confederate states. The Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution made slavery illegal and guaranteed all people born in the United States citizenship, making about 4 million African Americans citizens.

Despite all of this, after the Civil War, African Americans were still treated badly and they were segregated from white people. Many white people were used to being in control and thought these new freedoms were unacceptable. Robinson writes that laws were passed to “restrict the rights of blacks and to keep them from voting.” The Supreme Court ruled that racial segregation laws did not violate the U.S. Constitution. We call this time in American history the Jim Crow era, because a famous white entertainer created a made-up character named “Jim Crow.” The character clowned around and acted foolishly, which white audiences found funny. But black people did not like this character and thought he was demeaning. In these ways, Sharon Robinson tells the reader important information about how African Americans were treated in the United States.

Exit Ticket: Summarizing a Text

RI.5.1, RI.5.2

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Answer the question below.

A student wrote the following summary of pages 6–7 of Promises to Keep:

In the introduction for Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson writes about how Jackie Robinson was someone for everyone to look up to. Jackie Robinson was a good father. He encouraged his children with praise and smiles, and made them feel like they were the most important people in his life. If his children were sad or upset, Jackie was there for them. He taught his children to measure their lives by the impact they had on others, and not by the number of awards or trophies they received.

Write a paragraph on the lines below summarizing another main idea of these pages. (RI.5.2)

Student responses may vary; accept any response that accurately represents the main ideas and details of the text. For example:

Jackie was committed to challenging an unjust system. He had fierce determination and stood firm even when his opinion wasn’t popular. Over the course of his life, he used his celebrity to “support a movement organized to correct the wrongs.” His commitment to being a good father and to America is a great example for all people.
Exit Ticket: Summarizing a Text

RI.5.1, RI.5.2
Name: ___________________________ Date: _____________
Directions: Answer the question below.

A student wrote the following summary of pages 6–7 of Promises to Keep:

In the introduction for Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson writes about how Jackie Robinson was someone for everyone to look up to. Jackie Robinson was a good father. He encouraged his children with praise and smiles, and made them feel like they were the most important people in his life. If his children were sad or upset, Jackie was there for them. He taught his children to measure their lives by the impact they had on others, and not by the number of awards or trophies they received.
Write a paragraph on the lines below summarizing another main idea of these pages. (RI.5.2)

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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