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Mystery Quotes Strips
Directions: Cut quotes into strips and distribute one strip per student. Some students may have duplicate quotes.

	“On April 15, 1947, my father, Jack Roosevelt Robinson, stepped out of the Brooklyn Dodgers dugout, crossed first base, and assumed his position as first baseman.”
Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004. Print. Page 6.

	“My parents were serious people with strong personal goals. Each wanted to be somebody…. Dad wanted to be a professional athlete.”
Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004. Print. Page 19.

	“After the army, Dad worked for a year as a coach at Huston-Tillotson College in Austin, Texas. He then played baseball in the Negro Leagues for one season (1945). That was the only league open to an African American ballplayer at the time.”
Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004. Print. Page 22.

	“Major League Baseball had an unwritten policy that kept nonwhite players out of organized baseball. Black ballplayers were denied the opportunity to play in the major leagues.”
Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004. Print. Page 22.

	“Other people were just as interested in desegregating civilian life. Some of them started with sports. Because of its significance to American culture, baseball was the first team sport targeted for change.”
Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004. Print. Page 23. 

	“The questions these journalists raised went beyond the issue of race and into the economics of the game. They asked: Could baseball truly be considered America’s pastime when black ballplayers and white ballplayers couldn’t play on the same field?”
Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004. Print. Page 25.

	“When Rickey first proposed integrated baseball, the commissioner of baseball at the time … was firmly against it.”
Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004. Print. Page 27.

	“There were two basic reasons why Branch Rickey wanted to break baseball’s color line. First, he deeply believed in equality and thought it was unfair to keep black ballplayers out of the major leagues. Second, he wanted to build the strongest team that would win games and excite the fans. Rickey knew that the talent pool in the Negro League was too tempting for a smart businessman to ignore.”
Robinson, Sharon. Promises to Keep. New York: Scholastic Press, 2004. Print. Page 27.

	“At the beginning of the World Series of 1947, I experienced a completely new emotion, when the National Anthem was played. This time, I thought, it is being played for me, as much as for anyone else. This is organized major league baseball, and I am standing here with all the others, and everything that takes place includes me.”
Robinson, Jackie. “Free Minds and Hearts at Work.” This I Believe, 1952. NPR. Web. Accessed on 16 Sept. 2016. <http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=89030535>

	“Whatever obstacles I found made me fight all the harder. But it would have been impossible for me to fight at all, except that I was sustained by the personal and deep-rooted belief that my fight had a chance.”
Robinson, Jackie. “Free Minds and Hearts at Work.” This I Believe, 1952. NPR. Web. Accessed on 16 Sept. 2016. <http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=89030535>

	“My fight was against the barriers that kept Negroes out of baseball. This was the area where I found imperfection, and where I was best able to fight. And I fought because I knew it was not doomed to be a losing fight. It couldn’t be a losing fight—not when it took place in a free society.”
Robinson, Jackie. “Free Minds and Hearts at Work.” This I Believe, 1952. NPR. Web. Accessed on 16 Sept. 2016. <http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=89030535>

	“Four decades have passed since she first stepped foot on the track in her fire suit, yet Janet Guthrie’s impact remains just as prevalent in 2016 as it was in 1976.”
Mackenzie, Maggie. “Janet Guthrie Pioneered the Fast Lane.” NASCAR. Web. Accessed on 
22 Sept. 2016. <https://www.nascar.com/news-media/2016/03/25/janet-guthrie-pioneered-the-fast-lane/>

	“Abbott’s right arm ends about where his wrist should be. He doesn’t have a right hand, just a loose flap of skin at the end of his underdeveloped arm. Otherwise, he was a strapping 6-foot-3 200-pounder in his prime whose physique could have served as a model for the ideal baseball player.”
Swaine, Rick. “Jim Abbott.” Society for American Baseball Research. Web. Accessed on 
22 Sept. 2016. <http://sabr.org/bioproj/person/635e3a93>
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Discovering Our Topic: Jackie Robinson
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