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Listening Closely: “Jackie Robinson: Royals to Obamas” Note-catcher
SL.5.3

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
Source: “Jackie Robinson: Royals to Obamas” by Ken Burns
	What do you OBSERVE/HEAR?

	· Jackie’s first season in the minors was a success
· He returned to LA, where his son, Jack Roosevelt Robinson Jr., was born
· They didn’t know if Jackie had a future with the Dodgers
· Carl Erskine, one of Jackie’s teammates on the Brooklyn Dodgers, tells about when Branch Rickey sent Buzzie Bavasi to Montreal to see Jackie in his first year in the minors, and Buzzie sat with the players’ wives
· He sat with Rachel, Jackie’s wife
· Buzzie told Rickey if Jackie was smart enough to pick Rachel as his wife, he’s the guy you want
· Pictures/movies of Rachel and Jackie looking happy
· Barack Obama said when you find yourself in a stressful situation, questioning if you should be doing that, having someone who you know loves you and has your back is priceless
· Michelle Obama said being able to find solace and peace to withstand negative energy is hard to do alone, so family is important
· A real partnership is what made him a great man
· Jackie had the judgment to find a great partner and that’s a sign of his character to choose a woman who was his equal
· You wouldn’t have Jackie Robinson without Rachel

	What QUESTIONS do you have?

	· Why did Buzzie sit with the players’ wives?
· What did Rachel say or do that made him think she was smart?


What is a main point Ken Burns makes? What evidence makes you think this is the main point?

	Point
	Evidence

	Rachel Robinson was important to Jackie’s success.
	· Buzzie told Rickey if Jackie was smart enough to pick Rachel as his wife, he’s the guy you want
· Michelle Obama said being able to find solace and peace to withstand negative energy is hard to do alone, so family is important
· Jackie had the judgment to find a great partner and that’s a sign of his character to choose a woman who was his equal
· You wouldn’t have Jackie Robinson without Rachel
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Summary: “Jackie Robinson: Royals to Obamas”

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.5.2, SL.5.3

“Jackie Robinson: Royals to Obamas” by Ken Burns shows how important Jackie’s wife, Rachel, was to Jackie’s success. One example Ken Burns uses to show the importance of Rachel is through a story told by Carl Erskine, one of Jackie’s teammates on the Brooklyn Dodgers. Erskine remembered when Buzzie Bavasi, a scout, came to Montreal to see Jackie play when he was in the minors. Branch Rickey sent him to see if Jackie was the right man to move up to the majors. Buzzie sat with the players’ wives and was very impressed with Rachel. He told Rickey that if Jackie was smart enough to pick Rachel as his wife, then he was smart enough to be in the major leagues. Another example Ken Burns uses to show that Rachel was important in Jackie’s success is an interview with Barack and Michelle Obama. Mrs. Obama said that withstanding negativity is hard to do alone, so that’s why family is so important. She said that you would not have Jackie Robinson without Rachel. In these ways, Ken Burns shows that Rachel was a very important factor in Jackie Robinson’s success.
Describing Point of View

RI.5.6

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Describing the Point of View in Informational Texts

The point of view in informational texts is the perspective of the author on the topic. It is the way he or she helps the reader understand what the author thinks about the topic.
Topic: Most important factor(s) in Jackie Robinson’s success
	Person
	Point of View
	Evidence from the Text

	Sharon Robinson
	Personal qualities
Support from family
	“Dad was prepared athletically.”
“He’d matured over the years.”
“He had his faith.”
“He had the support of a loving woman and a steadfast mother.”
-- Promises to Keep, page 29

	Jackie Robinson
	Living in a free society
	“Free minds and human hearts were at work all around me; and so there was the probability of improvement.”
“But I do believe—and with every fiber in me—that what I was able to attain came to be because we put behind us (no matter how slowly) the dogmas of the past: to discover the truth of today; and perhaps find the greatness of tomorrow.”
—“This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”

	Ken Burns
	Jackie’s wife, Rachel Robinson
	Michelle Obama says that “there’s nothing more important than family” in being able to withstand the stress of leading social change. She also said, “I don’t think you would have had Jackie Robinson without Rachel.”
-- “Jackie Robinson: Royals to Obamas”
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Listening Closely: Summarizing the Points a Speaker Makes
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