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Getting Started

Getting Started with the Life Science Materials

Welcome to EL Education’s curriculum. This is your guide to get started with the 
materials for the Life Science Module.

Begin by reading the Module Overview. Each module is one or two units long and provides eight to nine weeks of 
instruction. It is designed to take students deeper into the science topics they are already exploring in Module 2 of 
EL Education’s 3-5 Language Arts curriculum; it is not intended to be a comprehensive life science course.

In the module overview you will find many of the same features of the EL Education Language Arts modules including the 
Guiding Questions, the 4T’s, an overview of assessments and standards, and a Module-at-a-Glance chart.

You will also find science-specific fea-
tures such as suggested Original Student
Investigations, CCSS ELA Connections, 
and a Preparation and Materials sec-
tion. Pay careful attention to the Prepara-
tion and Materials section. Some of the sci-
ence-specific materials require significant 
advance preparation and the Preparation 
and Materials section will help you organ-
ize in advance the materials you need each 
week. Additional information about the 
needed materials is provided in each les-
son sequence.

Next, read through Lesson Sequence 1.  
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The Life Science Module has “lesson 
sequences” instead of “lesson plans.” A 
lesson sequence is a series of activities 
that build on each other and are linked by 
guiding questions and learning targets. 
Lesson sequences are designed for 
scheduling flexibility and are not confined 
to a specific length of time. For example, 
while some lesson sequences account for 3 
hours of instruction and should be spread 
out over several days, others may take only 
1 hour of instruction. The Agendas in each 
lesson sequence have section breaks which 
provide a natural stopping point each day. 
The Module-at-Glance chart in the Module 
Overview will also help you plan which 
lesson sequences to teach in each week.

Another unique feature of the Life Science 
lesson sequences is the Preparing to Teach: 
Self-Coaching Guide. At the end of each 
part of the lesson, there is a numbered list 
of questions or prompts to help you reflect 
on the instruction before you begin teaching 
your students. Each number corresponds 
to a red number in superscript at different 
points in the lesson. As you read through the 
lesson, use these prompts to help you organ-
ize materials and instruction, adapt the in-
struction for your specific students, and plan 
to be flexible as you lead students through 
the inquiry-based instruction.

Read through the Student Science Note-
book. Note that students will use this note-
book throughout each lesson sequence. 
Each notebook is organized into entries 
and each entry is broken up into different 
sections. The table of contents will help stu-
dents quickly find each entry. If your school 
has purchased the bound Student Science 
Notebooks, you will already have these on 
hand to distribute; otherwise, you can as-
semble the notebooks yourself from the 
Teacher Supporting Materials.  


