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	Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist

	READING FLUENCY CHECKLIST

	
	Characteristics of 
Fluent Reading
	Symbol
	4

Advanced
	3

Proficient
	2

Developing
	1

Beginning

	RF.4b, RF.4c
	I can read all/almost all of the words correctly.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4c
	I can correct myself and reread when what I read was wrong or didn’t make sense.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can read at a speed that is appropriate for the piece.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can read smoothly without many breaks.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can read groups of related words and phrases together.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4a, RF.4b
	I can notice and read punctuation. 
(Examples: Pauses after a comma and period, questions sound like questions, dialogue sounds like someone saying it, exclamations in an excited voice.)
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	I can use the appropriate tone to express the author’s meaning.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	I can use facial expressions and body language to match the expression in my voice.
	
	
	
	
	

	RF.4b
	I can use the appropriate volume and change volume naturally as if I am talking to a friend.
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	Additional Work with Complex Text

	 [image: image2.jpg]



	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Card


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1: 

· I can use a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases. (RI.3.4, L.3.4)
· I can read and understand a complex text. (RI.3.10)
Day 3: 

· I can describe the connection between the sentences in a paragraph. (RI.3.8)
· I can read and understand a complex text. (RI.3.10)
Student Materials

Day 1:

· “Overcoming Writing Challenges”
· Online or paper translation dictionary (optional)
Day 3:

· Scissors
· “Overcoming Writing Challenges”
· “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details
Directions:

Day 1

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.
1. Find a partner.

2. Read the essay “Overcoming Writing Challenges” together. 

3. Discuss the answer to this question: What is the gist of this essay? (The gist is what it is mostly about.)

1. Answer these questions. Underline the best answer to each question:

2.  Communicate means to exchange ideas or information. What does communication mean?
A. remembering messages, ideas, or information
B. sharing messages, ideas, or information

3. What does contract mean in this essay?
A. a document that says you agree to do something
B. to make smaller; shrink

4. What does identify mean in this essay?
A. to figure out what something is
B. to feel like you are in the position or situation of another

5. What does significant mean in this essay?
A. important
B. easy

6. What does strategy mean in this essay?
A. planning the movement of soldiers during a war
B. a plan of action to reach a goal


MORE CHALLENGE: 
Write sentences using the words in bold on the back of this task card.
Day 3

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Find a partner.

2. Find: “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details.

3. Read the details on page 1 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details. Cut them into strips.

4. Read the two main ideas on page 2 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details.

5. Read the details strips and match them with the main ideas on page 2 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details.

6. Share your work with another pair.

7. Check your work by rereading the “Overcoming Writing Challenges” essay.
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Card 
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 1:
· I can use a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases. (RI.3.4, L.3.4)
· I can read and understand a complex text. (RI.3.10)
Day 3: 

· I can describe the connection between the sentences in a paragraph. (RI.3.8)
· I can read and understand a complex text. (RI.3.10)

Student Materials

Day 1:

· “Overcoming Writing Challenges”
· Online or paper translation dictionary (optional)
Day 3:

· Scissors
· “Overcoming Writing Challenges”
· “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details
Directions:

Day 1

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.
1. Find a partner.

2. Read the essay “Overcoming Writing Challenges” together. 

3. Discuss the answer to this question: What is the gist of this essay? (The gist is what it is mostly about.)

4. Answer these questions. Underline the best answer to each question:

1. Communicate means to exchange ideas or information. What does communication mean?
A. remembering messages, ideas, or information
B. sharing messages, ideas, or information

2. What does contract mean in this essay?
A. a document that says you agree to do something
B. to make smaller; shrink

3. What does identify mean in this essay?
A. to figure out what something is
B. to feel like you are in the position or situation of another

4. What does significant mean in this essay?
A. important
B. easy

5. What does strategy mean in this essay?
A. planning the movement of soldiers during a war
B. a plan of action to reach a goal
MORE CHALLENGE: 
Write sentences using the words in bold on the back of this task card.
Day 3

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Find a partner.

2. Find: “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details.

3. Read the details on page 1 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details. Cut them into strips.

4. Read the two main ideas on page 2 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details.

5. Read the details strips and match them with the main ideas on page 2 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details.

6. Share your work with another pair.

7. Check your work by rereading the “Overcoming Writing Challenges” essay.
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	Unit 3, Week 1, Day 1: “Overcoming Writing Challenges”


This essay was written by a student to set writing goals.

“Overcoming Writing Challenges”

Writing is an important skill because we use it to communicate with others. For example, we write letters, texts, and emails to talk about and share news with people all over the world, and we write to communicate research and learning. Writing can be challenging because there are so many spelling, punctuation, and grammar rules to remember. In this writing contract, I have identified two of my most significant writing challenges, and some strategies I will use to overcome those challenges. This year, I am going to focus on making sure my sentences make sense and punctuating dialogue.

The most significant challenge I have when writing is that sometimes my sentences don’t make sense. This can make it difficult for the reader to understand what I am trying to explain. Something I will do to work on this challenge is to read my sentences aloud before and after writing them, so that I can hear what they sound like. When appropriate, I will also ask a peer to read my sentences aloud for me, because sometimes it can be easier to hear mistakes when they are read by someone else. Reading and hearing my sentences read aloud will help me figure out whether or not they make sense.
Another significant challenge I have is punctuating dialogue. I can never remember whether other punctuation—for example, a question mark or an exclamation mark—goes inside or outside the quotation marks. To work on this, I will refer to models in published texts when writing, so that I can follow their example. I will also ask peers to specifically focus on checking how I have punctuated dialogue when reading for peer critiques. These strategies will help me improve my punctuation.

Writing can be challenging, but it is an important skill for communication. I am going to become a better writer by working to make sure my sentences make sense and my punctuation is correct. This will help me in school and when I have to write emails and notes for my family at home. I will work hard at writing because I have many things I want to communicate with others!
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	Unit 3, Week 1, Day 3: “Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details


Directions:

Copy pages 1 and 2 on separate pieces of paper so students can cut the strips on page 1.

“Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details, Page 1
	It’s difficult for the reader to understand what I am trying to explain.

	I can never remember whether other punctuation goes inside or outside the quotation marks.

	I will ask a peer to read my sentences aloud for me so I’ll know if they make sense.

	I read my sentences aloud so I can hear what they sound like.

	I ask peers to specifically focus on checking how I have punctuated dialogue.

	I refer to models in published texts so that I can follow their example.


“Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details, Page 2
Main Idea of Paragraph 2 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges”:
The most significant challenge I have when writing is that sometimes my sentences don’t make sense.

	Place details that support this idea in this box:


Main Idea of Paragraph 3 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges”:
Another significant challenge I have is punctuating dialogue.
	Place details that support this idea in this box:


“Overcoming Writing Challenges” Details, Page 2

(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Main Idea of Paragraph 2 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges”:
The most significant challenge I have when writing is that sometimes my sentences don’t make sense.

	Place details that support this idea in this box:
It’s difficult for the reader to understand what I am trying to explain.
I read my sentences aloud so I can hear what they sound like.
I will ask a peer to read my sentences aloud for me so I’ll know if they make sense.


Main Idea of Paragraph 3 of “Overcoming Writing Challenges”:
Another significant challenge I have is punctuating dialogue.

	Place details that support this idea in this box:
I can never remember whether other punctuation goes inside or outside the quotation marks.
I ask peers to specifically focus on checking how I have punctuated dialogue.
I refer to models in published texts so that I can follow their example.
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	Independent Reading
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Cards


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


· Days 1 and 2: I can read my research reading text independently for 10 minutes. (RI.3.10)
· Day 3: I can explain how my research reading connects to something I have been learning in the module lessons. (RI.3.10)
· Day 4: I can listen carefully and ask questions of others about their research reading. (RI.3.10, SL.3.1)
Student Materials

Days 1–3:

· Research reading text
· Independent reading journal
· Vocabulary log

Day 4:

· Research reading text
· Vocabulary log

Directions:

Days 1 and 2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper. 

1. Read your independent research reading text for 10 minutes. 

2. Record your reading in your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read). 

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Record academic vocabulary in the front and topical words at the back.

Day 3
Your teacher will act as timekeeper and facilitator for this task card.

1. Read your research reading text independently for 5 minutes. 

2. Record your reading in your independent reading journal (date, text title, author, pages read). 

3. Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Record academic words at the front and topical words at the back. 

4. Respond to this prompt in your independent reading journal: How does your reading connect to your work in the module lessons?
Day 4
Get into groups of three or four. Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to allocate a facilitator and timekeeper.
Research Share:
1. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

2. Group: Think of:

a. One thing you have learned from your research reading text
b. Two new vocabulary words and their meanings that you have learned from your research text


3. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

4. Facilitator: You will go first:

a. Pass your research reading text around.
b. Share one thing that you have learned. (“I have learned __________.”)
c. Share two new vocabulary words and their meanings. (“Two new vocabulary words I have learned are _______ and _______. 
They mean _______.”)

Group: Listen and think about what else you would like to know about this person’s text. Prepare a question.

5. Timekeeper: Set a 2-minute timer.

6. Group: Take turns asking the facilitator questions.

7. Repeat steps 4–6 with each person in the group.

8. If time allows, choose from the following:

a. Continue to read your free choice reading text.
b. Try out a new text.
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card ([image: image16.jpg]


)


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 2 and 4:

· I can answer questions to show understanding of a text, using details from the text in my answers. (RI.3.1)
· I can determine the main idea of a text and explain how key details support the main idea. (RI.3.2)
· I can read and understand a complex text. (RI.3.10)
Student Materials

Days 2 and 4:

· “Overcoming Writing Challenges”
Directions:

Day 2

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

1. In your text, find the sentence “Writing is an important skill because we use it to communicate with others.”

a. Underline the part of the sentence above that explains why writing is an important skill.


2. Read each part of the sentence below. Then say it in your own words. Use the glossary below to help you.

In this writing contract,
I have identified two of my most significant writing challenges 
and some strategies I will use to overcome those challenges.
Glossary
contract: a piece of paper or document that shows an agreement
identify: to figure out what something is
significant: important
strategy: a plan of action used to reach a goal

3. In your text, find the sentence “This year, I am going to focus on making sure my sentences make sense and punctuating dialogue.”

a. Circle two things the author is going to focus on.

4. Discuss this question with your group: What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

Day 4
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

1. In your text, find the sentence “Writing can be challenging, but it is an important skill for communication.”

a. Underline the part of the sentence that explains why writing is an important skill. 

2. Read each part of the sentence below. Then answer the question below. 

I am going to become a better writer
by working to make sure my sentences make sense
and my punctuation is correct.
What two things will the author do to become a better writer?

a. ____________________________________________________________


b. ____________________________________________________________

3. In your text, find the sentence “This will help me in school and when I have to write emails and notes for my family at home.”

a. When does the author say he or she will use these new skills? Circle three examples.

4. Discuss this question with your group: What is the main idea of this paragraph? 
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Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 2 and 4:

· I can answer questions to show understanding of a text, using details from the text in my answers. (RI.3.1)
· I can determine the main idea of a text and explain how key details support the main idea. (RI.3.2)
· I can read and understand a complex text. (RI.3.10)

Student Materials

Days 2 and 4:

· “Overcoming Writing Challenges”

Directions:

Day 2

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

Reread the first paragraph of “Overcoming Writing Challenges” and answer these questions:

1. According to the author, why is writing an important skill? 
	

	


2. In the text, underline the sentence that explains why writing can be challenging.

3. Circle two things the author is going to focus on.

4. Turn and talk to a partner. What is the main idea of this paragraph?

MORE CHALLENGE: Discuss with a partner: Which sentence do you think is the most important sentence in the paragraph? Why do you think so?

Day 4

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

1. According to the author, why is writing an important skill? 
	

	


2. Underline the sentence that explains how the author will become a better writer.

3. When does the author say he or she will use these new skills? Circle two examples.

4. Why will the author work hard at writing?
	

	


5. Turn and talk to a partner. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

MORE CHALLENGE: Discuss these questions with a partner: Which sentence do you think is the most important sentence in this paragraph? Why do you think so?
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(Answers for Teacher Reference)
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	Daily Learning Targets


Days 2 and 4:

· I can answer questions to show understanding of a text, using details from the text in my answers. (RI.3.1)
· I can determine the main idea of a text and explain how key details support the main idea. (RI.3.2)
· I can read and understand a complex text. (RI.3.10)
Student Materials

Days 2 and 4:

· “Overcoming Writing Challenges”

Directions:

Day 2

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 
Reread the first paragraph of “Overcoming Writing Challenges” and answer these questions:
1. According to the author, why is writing an important skill? 
We use it to communicate with others.


2. In the text, underline the sentence that explains why writing can be challenging.
Writing is an important skill because we use it to communicate with others.

3. Circle two things the author is going to focus on.
making sure my sentences make sense
punctuating dialogue

4. Turn and talk to a partner. What is the main idea of this paragraph?
The author has chosen to focus on two writing challenges and strategies to overcome those challenges.

MORE CHALLENGE: Discuss with a partner: Which sentence do you think is the most important sentence in the paragraph? Why do you think so?
Responses will vary.

Day 4
Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

1. According to the author, why is writing an important skill? 
It helps you communicate with others.

2. Underline the sentence that explains how the author will become a better writer.
I am going to become a better writer by working to make sure my sentences make sense and my punctuation is correct.

3. When does the author say he or she will use these new skills? Circle two examples.
help me in school
when I have to write emails and notes for my family

4. Why will the author work hard at writing?
Because the author has many things to communicate.

5. Turn and talk to a partner. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 
The author is going to become a better writer by focusing on overcoming two challenges.

MORE CHALLENGE: Discuss these questions with a partner: Which sentence do you think is the most important sentence in this paragraph? Why do you think so?
Responses will vary.
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Teacher-Guided Student Activity Card ([image: image30.jpg]


)


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


Day 4:

· I can answer questions to show understanding of a text, using details from the text in my answers. (RI.3.1)
· I can determine the main idea of a text and explain how key details support the main idea. (RI.3.2)
· I can read and understand a complex text. (RI.3.10)

Student Materials

Day 4:

· “Overcoming Writing Challenges” 

Directions:

Day 4

Your teacher will guide you through the activities on this card. 

1a. This is the main idea sentence for Paragraph 1. Underline it in your text:
In this writing contract,
I have identified two of my most significant writing challenges.
and some strategies I will use to overcome those challenges.

1b. Complete this main idea sentence frame for Paragraph 1 to discuss your reading challenges:

In this reading contract, I have identified ____________________________ 
and some strategies I will use to ___________________________________.
2a. This is the main idea sentence for Paragraph 2. Underline it in your text:
The most significant challenge I have when writing is that sometimes my sentences don’t make sense.

2b. Complete this main idea sentence frame for Paragraph 2 to discuss your reading challenges:

The most significant challenge I have when reading is that sometimes
 ____________________________________________________________.
3a. This is the main idea sentence for Paragraph 3. Underline it in your text:
Another significant challenge I have is punctuating dialogue.


3b. Complete this main idea sentence frame for Paragraph 3 to discuss your reading challenges:
Another significant challenge I have is 

______________________________________________________________ .
3c. This is the main idea sentence for Paragraph 4. Underline it in your text:
I am going to become a better writer by working to make sure my sentences make sense and my punctuation is correct

3d. Complete this main idea sentence frame for Paragraph 4 to discuss your reading challenges:
I am going to become a better reader by 
__________________________________________________________ and 
____________________________________________________________ .
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	Reading and Speaking Fluency/GUM
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	Unit 3, Week 1: Student Task Cards 


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
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	Daily Learning Targets


· Day 2: I can help my partner self-assess his or her reading fluency. (RF.3.4)
· Day 4: I can read a passage aloud fluently. (RF.3.4)
Student Materials

Day 2:

· Fluency passage: excerpt from More Than Anything Else
· Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist
Day 4:

· Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist
· Fluency passage: excerpt from Rain School 
or
· Fluency passage: excerpt from Nasreen’s Secret School 
· Colored pencils or crayons

Directions:

Day 2

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.

1. Whisper read the excerpt from More Than Anything Else to yourself.

2. Look at the criteria highlighted on your Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist on Day 1. 

3. Whisper read the text again.

4. Find a partner who is reading the same passage as you and number yourselves 1 and 2. 

5. Read the text aloud together (at the same time).

6. Partner 1 read in a voice like a squeaky mouse.

7. Partner 2 read in a voice like a king or queen.

8. Switch.

9. Help each other self-assess on your checklists. Use a new color on your Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist.

Day 4

Follow the ALL Independent Group Work protocol to complete the task.
1. Get into groups of three or four. 

2. Read the highlighted criteria on your Fluency Self-Assessment Checklist.

3. Whisper read your fluency passage to yourself: excerpt from Rain School or Nasreen’s Secret School.

4. One person in the group reads his or her fluency passage to the group. 

5. Each person in the group gives a star. Use these examples to help you:

a. “I liked how your voice was expressive—it helps me to better understand the meaning of the text.” 
b. “I liked your (serious/happy/frightened/hopeful) tone. It matched what the author was trying to say.”
c. “The speed of your reading was perfect—especially when _____________ ____________________.”
d. “I noticed that you ___________________________________ .”


6. Repeat steps 4–5 with another student in the group reading.

7. Self-assess on your fluency checklist. Draw a check mark in the columns of the highlighted criteria. Choose a different colored pencil from the one you used on your self-assessment on Days 1–3. 

8. Share your self-assessment with an elbow partner and explain how you have improved your reading fluency this week.[image: image35.emf]
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