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Academic Vocabulary

Name: __________________________ Date: _____________

Academic vocabulary: words you might find in informational texts on many different topics that are more likely to appear in writing than in conversation

	Word and 
Pronunciation
What is the word, and how do you say it?
	Definition
What does it mean in your own words?
	Translation
What is the translation in your home language?
	Sketch/ Diagram/ Icon

	academic
a-ca-dem-ic
	about education
	académico
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Topical Vocabulary

Name: __________________________ Date: _____________

Topical vocabulary: words related to a particular topic

	Word and 
Pronunciation
What is the word, and how do you say it?
	Definition
What does it mean in your own words?
	Translation
What is the translation in your home language?
	Sketch/ Diagram/ Icon

	fluency
flu-en-see

	speaking and writing easily 
and accurately
	fluidez
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Close Read Note-catcher: Rain School
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3

Name: __________________________ Date: _____________

	Lesson/message/moral:
When working to overcome challenges, we can learn new things.

	Detail from the text
	How does it help communicate 
the lesson/message/moral?

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	


Close Read Note-catcher: Rain School
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3

	Lesson/message/moral:
When working to overcome challenges, we can learn new things.

	Detail from the text
	How does it help communicate 
the lesson/message/moral?

	1.  The teacher tells them they will build the school and that will be the first lesson.
	By calling it a lesson, the teacher is explaining that they will learn something.

	2. Thomas learns to make mud bricks and dry them in the sun.
	Thomas is learning building skills while overcoming the challenge.

	3. Thomas learns to build mud walls and mud desks.
	Thomas is learning building skills while overcoming the challenge.

	4. Thomas learns to build a roof from grass and saplings.
	Thomas is learning building skills while overcoming the challenge.


Close Reading Guide: Rain School
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3

Time: 25 minutes
	Directions and Questions
	Teaching Notes

	Beginning at “Thomas arrives at the schoolyard …” and ending at “This is the first lesson.”
· How are the details on these pages connected with the lesson or message? Which of the details on these pages support the lesson or message of the story? How do the details help to communicate that message? (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)
	· Throughout this close read, students will work in pairs to discuss answers to the questions you ask. Ensure that partner A and partner B each have allocated time to answer questions and that they ask each other the questions. Use different strategies to have them respond, such as cold calling, using equity sticks, selecting volunteers, or responding chorally as a group. 

· For questions that require deeper thinking, consider pairing students with another who speaks the same home language, which can support language processing and foster equity. Invite students to begin by discussing their responses in their home language, moving to responding in English. Students without a home language in common can be invited to think or write in their home language first. 

· Read the text aloud beginning at “Thomas arrives at the schoolyard …” and ending at “This is the first lesson.”

· Ask:

“What is the challenge?” (There is no school.)
“How are they going to overcome it?” (building a school)
“Why do you think Thomas was expecting a building with classrooms and desks?” (because that is what we think of when we think of a school)
“Why doesn’t it matter that there are no classrooms or desks?” (because the teacher is there, and she said they are going to build their school)
“Why is it important that the teacher is there?” (because if there is a teacher, they will learn things)
“What does she mean by ‘this will be the first lesson’?” (They are going to learn something by building the school.) 

	
	· Help students understand that although their idea of a school might be a building with classrooms and desks, not everyone thinks of school that way.

· Ask Question 1. Provide ample thinking time, as well as time for each student to discuss. Listen carefully to student suggestions before inviting students to record their responses to ensure that they are appropriate. If productive, use a Goal 1 Conversation Cue to encourage students to expand the conversation after each question about the details:

“Can you say more about that?” 
(Responses will vary.)

	Next page, beginning at “Thomas learns to make …”

· How are the details on this page connected with the lesson or message? How do the details help to communicate that lesson or message? (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)
	· Read the next page aloud and invite students to read along silently in their heads.

· Optional: Invite students to make bricks from play-dough, or to draw the process.

· Ask:

“What new things does Thomas learn as he is overcoming the challenge?” (to make mud bricks and dry them in the sun)
· Ask Question 2. Ensure students understand that this detail may not be connected to their message or lesson at all, so they are to think carefully. Provide ample thinking time, as well as time for each student to discuss. Listen carefully to student suggestions before inviting students to record their responses. 

	Next page, beginning at “He learns to build …”
	· Read the next page and invite students to read along silently in their heads.

· Optional: Invite students to make walls and desks of a school from play-dough in pairs, or to draw them.


	Next page, beginning at “He learns to build …”

· How are the details on this page connected with the lesson? How do the details help to communicate that lesson? (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)

	· Read the next page and invite students to read along silently in their heads.

· Optional: Invite students to make walls and desks of a school from play-dough in pairs, or to draw them.

· Ask:

“What new things does Thomas learn as he is overcoming the challenge?” (to build mud walls and mud desks)
“What do you notice from the illustration about the way they worked?” (They worked together.)
· Ask Question 3. Provide ample thinking time, as well as time for each student to discuss. Listen carefully to student suggestions before inviting students to record their responses.

	Next page, beginning at “He gathers grass …”

· How are the details on this page connected with the lesson? How do the details help to communicate that lesson? (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)

	· Read the next page and invite students to read along silently in their heads.

· Optional: Invite students to add a roof of drinking straws to their play-dough school, or to draw it.

· Ask:

“What is a sapling? How can you find out?” 
· Invite students to look up the meaning of the word sapling in dictionaries and to say the definition aloud to each other in their own words. Cold call students to share their responses with the whole group. (a young tree with a thin trunk)
· Ask:

“What do you think he learned on this page?” (how to make a roof from grass and saplings)
· Ask Question 4. Provide ample thinking time, as well as time for each student to discuss. Listen carefully to student suggestions before inviting students to record their responses.

	Next page, beginning at “Inside it is cool …”
	· Read the next page and invite students to read along silently in their heads.

· Ask:

“What have they been waiting for?” (for the school to be finished so they can begin to learn to read and write)
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 3: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 5


Close Read: Rain School
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