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Informational Texts

RI.3.5, RI.3.8, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.8

Name: _________________________ Date: _______________

Informational Texts
· Informational texts inform or teach a reader about a topic.
· Informational texts often have text features that the author uses to help the reader understand and find information in the text.
· Informational texts are based on research the author does before writing and list sources used in research.
· Informational texts are focused on the same topic throughout the piece.
· Informational texts are clearly presented and easy to understand.
· Informational texts often have illustrations that support the text.
· Informational texts introduce the topic with a focus statement, develop the topic with evidence such as facts and details, and end with a concluding statement or section.
· Informational texts group related information together to explain a main idea.

Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar 
Vocabulary: Kenya Note-Catcher

RI.3.4, L.3.4

Name: _________________________ Date: _______________

	Text
	Gist 
What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning 
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	· Beginning at “The roads to Bulla Iftin…”
· Ending at “…means of transportation—camels!”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “Library camels are …”
· Ending at “…the library roof.”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “The students of Bulla Iftin…”
· Ending at “…for new ones.”
	
	
	


Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar 
Vocabulary: Kenya Note-Catcher

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RI.3.4, L.3.4

Note: Responses in the Unfamiliar Vocabulary column will vary. Words students are likely to be unfamiliar with (and their accompanying definitions) have been included for each section. Encourage students to use the strategies on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.

	Text
	Gist 

What is it mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning 

(use a dictionary if you need to)

	· Beginning at “The roads to Bulla Iftin…”

· Ending at “…means of transportation—camels!”
	Some roads in the Kenyan desert are hard for cars to drive on, so librarians use camels to bring books to people living there.
	nomadic
transportation
	moving from place to place without a fixed home
moving or carrying from one place to another


	· Beginning at “Library camels are…”

· Ending at “…the library roof.”
	Library camels carry books and a tent for the library roof.
	mat
	a piece of material that is used as a covering to protect a floor or other surface

	· Beginning at “The students of Bulla Iftin…”

· Ending at “…for new ones.”
	Children in Bulla Iftin love getting new books and trade their books for new ones every two weeks.
	await
	to wait for; look forward to
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 3: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 1


Reading Informational Texts: Understanding the Difference between Informational and Literary Texts
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