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	Overcoming Learning Challenges Near and Far
	Grade 3: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 9
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Close Read Note-catcher: 
Nasreen’s Secret School
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, L.3.4

Name: _________________________ Date: _______________

	Lesson/Message/Moral:

	Detail from the text
	How does it help communicate 
the lesson/message/moral?

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	


Read Page 1:

1. What does “flourished” mean? Use a dictionary and write the definition in your own words. (RI.3.4, L.3.4d)
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Page 2:

2. What does “dark clouds hang over the city” mean? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.4)
A. Weather in Herat is usually cloudy.
B. Weather in Herat is usually sunny.
C. The mood in Herat is unhappy.
D. The mood in Herat is happy.
Read Page 3:

3. Using clues in the text, what do you think “forbidden” means? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.4, L.3.4a)
A. waiting
B. don’t want to
C. forced
D. not allowed

4. How are the details on this page connected with your lesson or message? How does the detail help to communicate that lesson or message? Record on your note-catcher. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)
Read Pages 4 and 5:

5. If “explain” means to describe clearly in detail, what do you think an “explanation” is? Underline the correct answer. (L.3.4c)
A. short story
B. a clear description with details
C. a note with no details
D. a special song

Read Pages 6 and 7:

6. Using clues in the text, what do you think “frantic” means? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.4, L.3.4a)
A. very calm
B. shouting loudly
C. very upset
D. whispering
7. How are the details on this page connected with your lesson or message? How does the detail help to communicate that lesson or message? Record on your note-catcher. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)
Read Pages 8 and 9:

8. What does she mean by “the full moon passed our window many times”? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.4)
A. A lot of time passed.
B. Not very much time passed
C. The moon went around the earth multiple times in one night.
D. Nasreen liked to look at the sky.
Read Pages 10 and 11:

9. Why does her grandmother want Nasreen to attend the secret school? Underline all of the answers that are correct. (RL.3.1)
A. because it was behind a green gate
B. to learn about the world, as she had
C. to speak again
D. because it was in a nearby lane
10. Why are they lucky no soldiers saw them? Underline all of the answers that are correct. (RL.3.1)
A. because the soldiers took her father
B. because women and girls aren’t allowed out alone
C. because her mama went to look for her father
D. because girls are forbidden to go to school
11. How are the details on this page connected with your lesson or message? How does the detail help to communicate that lesson or message? Record on your note-catcher. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)
Close Read Note-catcher: 
Nasreen’s Secret School
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, L.3.4

	Lesson/Message/Moral:

Student responses will vary, but could include:
Some people will take dangerous risks to go to school because learning is very important to them.

	Detail from the text
	How does it help communicate 
the lesson/message/moral?

	12. Girls are forbidden to attend school.
	This shows how dangerous it was 
that Nasreen’s grandmother took her 
to school.

	13. Women and girls are forbidden to go out alone in the streets.
	This also shows how dangerous it was that Nasreen’s grandmother left the house with her to take her to school.

	14. They are lucky no soldiers saw them on the way to school.
	This shows how dangerous it was for them to go out alone and to go to a school, both of which were forbidden.


Read Page 1:

15. What does “flourished” mean? Use a dictionary and write the definition in your own words. (RI.3.4, L.3.4d)
____grow in a healthy way____
Read Page 2:

16. What does “dark clouds hang over the city” mean? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.4)
A. Weather in Herat is usually cloudy.
B. Weather in Herat is usually sunny.
C. The mood in Herat is unhappy.
D. The mood in Herat is happy.
Read Page 3:

17. Using clues in the text, what do you think “forbidden” means? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.4, L.3.4a)
A. waiting
B. don’t want to
C. forced
D. not allowed
18. How are the details on this page connected with your lesson or message? How does the detail help to communicate that lesson or message? Record on your note-catcher. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)
Student responses will vary. See completed note-catcher.

Read Pages 4 and 5:

19. If “explain” means to describe clearly in detail, what do you think an “explanation” is? Underline the correct answer. (L.3.4c)
A. short story
B. a clear description with details
C. a note with no details
D. a special song
Read Pages 6 and 7:

20. Using clues in the text, what do you think “frantic” means? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.4, L.3.4a)
A. very calm
B. shouting loudly
C. very upset
D. whispering
21. How are the details on this page connected with your lesson or message? How does the detail help to communicate that lesson or message? Record on your note-catcher. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)
Student responses will vary. See completed note-catcher.
Read Pages 8 and 9:

22. What does she mean by “the full moon passed our window many times”? Underline the correct answer. (RL.3.4)
A. A lot of time passed.
B. Not very much time passed.
C. The moon went around the earth multiple times in one night.
D. Nasreen liked to look at the sky.
Read Pages 10 and 11:
23. Why does her grandmother want Nasreen to attend the secret school? Underline all of the answers that are correct. (RL.3.1)
A. because it was behind a green gate
B. to learn about the world, as she had
C. to speak again
D. because it was in a nearby lane
24. Why are they lucky no soldiers saw them? Underline all of the answers that are correct. (RL.3.1)
A. because the soldiers took her father
B. because women and girls aren’t allowed out alone
C. because her mama went to look for her father
D. because girls are forbidden to go to school
25. How are the details on this page connected with your lesson or message? How does the detail help to communicate that lesson or message? Record on your note-catcher. (RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3)
Student responses will vary. See completed note-catcher.

For ELLs: Language Dive Guide II: 
Nasreen’s Secret School
(For Teacher Reference)

Rationale: This sentence was chosen for its complexity, the subordinating conjunction because that joins the two sets of subject-predicates, and its encapsulation of Nasreen’s learning challenge. Invite students to slow down to focus on the structure because. Students will apply their understanding of the content and structure of this sentence when writing short constructed responses in the next lesson and on the End of Unit 1 Assessment.
Time: 20 minutes

	· Throughout the Language Dive II:
· Refer to the blue and red underlining in Language Dive I to discuss the English subject-predicate structure and how to use because to give causes or reasons. 
· Encourage rich conversation among students about the meaning of each of the sentence strip chunks, what the academic phrases within each chunk mean, and how they relate to the sentence and the text overall. Monitor and guide conversation with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues.
· After asking questions, provide students up to one minute of think time to reflect, depending on the complexity of the question. Alternatively, invite partners to discuss, providing an allocated time for each student.
· Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference. 
· Where possible, consider placing sketches, pictures, or illustrations above key nouns and verbs in the chunks after discussing their meanings. This will allow students to quickly access the content of each chunk as they work with the structures in the sentence as a whole.
· For translation work, invite students to use their online or paper translation dictionary if necessary. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary log.

	· Congratulate students on their first grade 3 Language Dive during Lesson 8. 
· Tell students you will give them time to think and write or sketch on their note-catcher. Ask:
“Based on your experience with Language Dive I, what do you think a Language Dive is? (A Language Dive is a conversation about a compelling sentence from a complex text. Students dive beneath the surface of the sentence to understand how the phrases, the structures, and the details create the meaning of the entire sentence. They discuss how the sentence is important to the text, the guiding question, and to their own speaking and writing.)


	· Write and display student ideas.
· If productive, cue students to clarify the conversation by saying what they mean. If necessary, prompt student responses with sentence frames: “Yes, you’ve got it” or “No, sorry, that’s not what I mean. What I mean is _____.” Ask:
“So, do you mean ____________?”
· Confirm or amend and display students’ ideas.

	Deconstruct

	· Remind students that they deconstructed the sentence in Lesson 8, and that today they will review the Deconstruct stage.
· Invite students to place their finger on this sentence on page 3: Poor Nasreen sat at home all day, because girls are forbidden to attend school.
· Invite students to chorally read aloud the sentence with you.
· Remind students that movement and acting out can help them figure out the meaning of sentences and chunks. 
· Invite students in small groups to act out the sentence, sitting at home looking unhappy and showing how they are forbidden to attend using the ‘X’ arm gesture from Lesson 8.
· Ask:
“Look at your note-catchers from our Lesson 8 Language Dive on this sentence. What did we already learn from looking at this sentence closely? What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (Responses will vary, but could include: We learned that Poor can mean unhappy, not necessarily living with little money.)
· Tell students you will give them time to think and write or sketch on their note-catcher.
· Ask:
“Based on your close read today, how has your understanding of the meaning of this sentence changed?” (Responses will vary.) 
· Write and display student ideas.
· If productive, cue students to expand the conversation by saying more:
“Can you say more about that?” (Responses will vary.)
· Add to or amend and display student ideas.


	Reconstruct

	· Remind students that they began reconstructing the sentence in Lesson 8, and that today they will continue the Reconstruct stage.
· Say: 
“Let’s play with the first half of the sentence again.”
· Display and read aloud the first two chunks: Poor Nasreen sat at home all day,

· Remind students that highlighting and labeling language can help them notice important structures and patterns.
· Point out the blue and red underlining from Language Dive I and invite students to place their finger on the underlining on Part I of their note-catcher. Remind them that in Language Dive I, they were invited to think about the underline colors. If necessary, focus student attention on the Academic Word Wall to remind them of their subject-predicate work. 
· Say: 
“Why is Poor Nasreen underlined in blue, and sat at home all day in red?” (Blue indicates the subject of the sentence: Poor Nasreen. The subject is a noun phrase, which tells us the person the sentence is about. Red signals the predicate of the sentence: sat at home all day. The predicate is a verb phrase, which tells us more about Nasreen, what she did, Nasreen’s action.)
· If productive, cue students to expand the conversation by saying more:
“Can you say more about that?” (Responses will vary.)
· Write and display student ideas.
· Label the parts of the first half of the sentence: “S” for subject and “P” for predicate. Invite students to do the same on Part I of their note-catcher.

	· Say:
“Now, let’s play with the second half of the sentence again.”
· Display and read aloud the final two chunks: girls are forbidden to attend school.
· Point out the blue and red underlining from Language Dive I, and invite students to place their finger on the underlining on Part I of their note-catcher. 
· Say: 
“Why is girls underlined in blue, and are forbidden to attend school in red? (They are color-coded for the same reasons as the first half of the sentence. Blue signals the subject of the sentence: girls. Red signals the predicate: are forbidden to attend school. The predicate is a verb phrase, which tells us more about the girls, what they cannot do, the way they are, their state of being of the second half of the sentence.)


	· If productive, cue students to expand the conversation by saying more:
“Can you say more about that?” (Responses will vary.)

· Write and display student ideas.
· Label the parts of the second half of the sentence: “S” for subject and “P” for predicate. Invite students to do the same on Part I of their note-catcher.

	· Point to and read aloud the two halves of the sentence on display: Poor Nasreen sat at home all day / girls are forbidden to attend school. 
· Remind students that the sentence has two halves and that each half has a subject with a predicate. Ask:
“What is the first subject-predicate, and what is the second subject-predicate? Why is it important to know about subject-predicates?” (Poor Nasreen/sat at home all day; girls/are forbidden to attend school. It’s important to know because most complete English sentences must have at least one subject with a predicate.)
· Write and display student ideas.

	· Insert because between the two halves of the sentence on display and read because aloud. 
· Point to and read aloud the entire sentence on display: Poor Nasreen sat at home all day because girls are forbidden to attend school. 
· Point to because in the sentence on display and invite students to place their finger on because on Part II of their note-catcher. Remind students that the sentence has two halves and that, in Language Dive I, they were invited to think about why Jeanette Winter wrote because at the beginning of the second half. 
· Tell students you will give them 1 minute to think and discuss with their partners. Say: 
“Can you figure out why Jeanette Winter wrote because? How we can use because in our speaking and writing?” (Jeanette Winter wrote because to signal that she will give a cause, a reason—girls are forbidden to attend school—to explain the effect or result from the first half of the sentence—Poor Nasreen sat at home all day. We can use because in our writing to give a cause or a reason and to connect the second half of our sentence to the first half.)
· After providing 1 minute and inviting responses, write and display student ideas.
· If productive, cue students to clarify the conversation by confirming what they mean: 
“So, do you mean _____?” (Responses will vary.)
· Confirm or amend and display student ideas.


	· Tell students that playing with the chunks can help them better understand how English works.
· Invite five students to stand up in front of the class. Each student can take one of the chunks, then stand in a line in sequence, holding up each chunk so that all students can see the sentence. Invite the student holding the first chunk, Poor Nasreen, to sit down next to the second student. Ask:
“What if we remove the first chunk, Poor Nasreen? Does the sentence still make sense? Why? I’ll give you time to think and discuss with your partners.” (No, we almost always need a subject in each half of the sentence in English.)
· If productive, repeat this activity and question with the remaining chunks.

	· Ask:
“Can you break this sentence into two separate sentences on your note-catcher? Which is better—the original single sentence or the two separate sentences?” (Poor Nasreen sat at home all day. Girls are forbidden to attend school. because is dropped because we use it to connect two halves of a sentence or two sentences into one. The original single sentence is better because it emphasizes the effect+cause connection.)
· Ask:
“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)
“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses 
will vary.)
“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of Nasreen’s challenge?” (This sentence describes Nasreen’s learning challenge: She is forbidden to go to school.)
· Write and display student ideas.
· If productive, cue students to expand the conversation by saying more:
“Can you say more about that?” (Responses will vary.)
· After providing time and inviting responses, add to or amend and display student ideas.

	Practice 
· Say: 
“You did well putting the chunks back together again and talking about how this Language Dive has added your understanding of the meaning of the sentence and the guiding question.”
· Tell students they will now go from the Reconstruct to the Practice stage:
“You’ve played with the sentence and figured out the meaning, and why it’s important to the guiding question. Now let’s start to use the language in the sentence for our own speaking and writing.”


	· Remind students that using chunks to talk about their own lives can help them figure out the meaning of sentences and chunks.
· Display the sentence frame: 
I sat at home all day, because _____________.
(Subject + predicate, + because + subject + predicate.)
(effect + cause)
· Say: 
“This is a sentence frame to show cause and effect. Which words show cause? Which show effect? (because shows cause; I sat at home all day shows effect.)
“Use the frame to say your own cause and effect sentence to your partners. Talk about a time when you sat at home all day.” (Responses will vary.)
· If productive, cue students to clarify by confirming what they mean: 
“So, do you mean _____?” (Responses will vary. Ensure that students are using the structure meaningfully.)
· Confirm or amend and display student sentences.

	· Display the sentence frame: 
· I _____ because _____.
· Say: 
“Use the frame to say your own cause and effect sentence to your partners. Talk about something in your own life.” (Responses will vary.)
· If productive, cue students to clarify by confirming what they mean: 
“So, do you mean _____?” (Responses will vary. Ensure that students are using the structure meaningfully.)
· Confirm or amend and display student sentences.
· Time allowing, invite students to write their sentences on their note-catchers.
· Congratulate students on completing Part II of the Language Dive to better understand the meaning of this sentence, how it connects to the guiding question, and how to use it in their own speaking and writing.


Overcoming Learning Challenges 
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	Overcoming Learning Challenges

	Who? Where?
	Source
	Challenge(s)
(facts and details)
	How the Challenge Is Overcome
(facts and details)

	Ana in Colombia in a house on a hill
	Waiting for the Biblioburro
	Access to education and books:
Teacher moved away, so no one to teach students in the village

	Biblioburro:
· A librarian brings books to the 
village on 
his burros.


	Thomas in Chad
	Rain School
	No school building
	They build a school together:
· The teacher shows them how to build a school, and they do it together before they start learning to read 
and write.

	Nasreen in Herat, 
Afghanistan
	Nasreen’s Secret School
	· Not allowed to go to school 
(by law)
· Not allowed to go outside (by law)
· Mother and father have gone
· Face punishment if caught breaking the law
· Lives somewhere that sounds quite scary, with soldiers 
everywhere
	Nasreen and her grandmother take a risk by going to a secret school.
· This is dangerous because soldiers might catch them.
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 3: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 9


Close Read: Nasreen’s Secret School
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