
Grade 1: Module 3

Assessment Overview 

Language Arts
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Unit 1 Assessment

Informational Reading: Short Response about Birds

This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of informational text read aloud. It centers 
on CCSS ELA RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.4, RI.1.5, RI.1.7 and tasks students with listening to pages 
20 and 21 of the text read aloud and then using a student copy of the book to respond to several 
short response questions and selected response questions about the text and illustrations.

Assessment Checklists

During the read-alouds in this unit, teachers may choose to use the Reading Informational 
Checklist to gather data on students’ reading comprehension, specifically progress toward 
RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.4, RI.1.7, and RI.1.9. To monitor student progress on W.1.8, teachers may 
check the student Birds Research notebooks for progress on the standard. In addition, students 
participate in several discussions throughout the unit. The Speaking and Listening Checklist 
may be used in conjunction with the conversations to assess progress on SL.1.1a and SL1.1.b. 
And while students practice standards L.1.1f and L.1.5d in the Openings of this unit, teachers 
may assess students’ progress on the standards by using the Language Standards Checklist (see 
Assessment Overview and Resources).

Unit 2 Assessment

Informative Writing: Birds’ Body Parts Help Them Survive

This assessment centers on ELA CCSS W.1.2 and W.1.7 and requires students to write an 
informative paragraph to answer the research question “How do birds use their body parts to 
survive?” Students choose to write about either feathers or beaks—the body parts the class has 
researched and taken notes on during the unit. 

Assessment Checklists

During the read-alouds in this unit, teachers may choose to use the Reading Informational 
Text Checklist to gather data on students’ reading comprehension, specifically progress 
toward RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.4, RI.1.5, RI.1.7, and RI.1.9. Similar to Unit 1, to monitor student 
progress on W.1.8, teachers may check the student Birds Research notebooks for progress on 
the standard. In addition, students participate in several discussions throughout the unit. The 
Speaking and Listening Checklist may be used in conjunction with the conversations to assess 
progress on SL.1.1a, SL1.1.b, and SL 1.2. And while students practice standards L.1.1f and L.1.5d 
in the Openings of this unit, teachers may assess students’ progress on the standards by using 
the Language Standards Checklist (see Assessment Overview and Resources).

Unit 3 Assessment

Responding to Text: Thinking about Illustrations and Speaking 

This assessment centers on ELA CCSS SL.1.1c and SL.1.5 and asks students to use their Expert 
Birds Research notebook (including visuals) from their small group research to participate in 
a Science Talk. All students use drawings from their notebook to help explain their research 
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(SL.1.5) while their group asks clarifying questions (SL.1.1c) about the information being 
presented.  

Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on 
students’ progress toward SL.1.1c and SL.1.5 (see Assessment Overview and Resources). As 
students complete the performance task, teachers may use portions of the Informative/
Explanatory Writing Checklist to monitor students’ progress toward W.1.5, W.1.7, L1.1f, L.1.1g, 
L.1.2b, L.1.2d, and L.1.2e (see Performance Task document).

Assessment Checklists

The following checklists are designed to help track students’ progress toward a variety of 
standards over the course of this module.  These formative assessment opportunities are noted 
throughout the module lessons. This module includes a Speaking and Listening Checklist, a 
Reading Informational Text Checklist, a Language Standards Checklist, and an Informative/
Explanatory Writing Checklist.
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Assessment Overview and Resources

Unit 1 Assessment: Informational Reading: Short Response 
about Birds

(For Teacher Reference)

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.3, RI.1.4, RI.1.5, RI.1.7, and RI.1.9, and 
tasks students with listening to pages 20 and 21 of the text read aloud and then using a student 
copy of the book to respond to several short response questions and selected response questions 
about the text and illustrations.

CCSS Assessed:
■	 RI.1.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

■	 RI.1.2: Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

■	 RI.1.3: Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of
information in a text.

■	 RI.1.4: Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and
phrases in a text.

■	 RI.1.5: Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries,
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text.

■	 RI.1.7: Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.
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Assessment Directions:

The assessment is administered in Unit 1, Lesson 8.

Informational Reading Short Response: Birds, Pages 20–21

1. Display Birds and read pages 20–21 aloud. Invite students to follow along with a reading
buddy in their own text.

2. Read each question on the assessment aloud, allowing time for students to complete the
answer independently in writing.


