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 Performance Task

Informational Collage: Tree Experts
In this performance task, students create an informational collage to demonstrate their expertise about a tree, its needs, and the animals for which it provides food. The collage contains three distinct parts: the tree collage; an informational writing piece that describes the tree and its needs, and shares information about one animal that depends on the tree for food; and an accurately colored animal puppet that represents the animal from students’ writing. Students use notes from their small group research to inform their writing as well as the tree collage. They also use peer feedback to revise their writing and collage, and they practice presenting their informational tree collage in preparation for sharing it with visitors at the end of module celebration. Note: It is recommended that the teacher type students’ writing into a paragraph and affix it to the final collage before the celebration. Teachers may wish to make enlarged copies of collage templates for students for this task. This task addresses CCSS ELA W.K.2, W.K.5, W.K.8, and the NGSS Standard K.LS1.1.
Unit 1 Assessment

Reading and Answering Questions about an Informational Text

This assessment focuses on students’ comprehension of informational text read aloud. It centers on RI.K.3 and RI.K.7 and requires students to complete one selected response prompt and one open response prompt over the course of the two-day assessment. For the selected response, students listen to a passage from What’s Alive?, listen to the question, review the possible selections, and circle their response. After circling their response, students write a simple sentence to explain their selection. For the open response, students listen and look carefully at a section of the text. They then record (with pictures and words) one piece of information that is gained from both the illustration and the text. Teachers collect the assessment response sheets as evidence toward mastery. If time permits, teachers are encouraged to check in orally with any students whose responses might require further questioning.
Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward standard SL.K.1b. In addition, teachers use the Reading Informational Text Checklist to gather data on students’ reading comprehension, specifically progress toward RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3, RI.K.4, and RI.K.7, and the Language Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward L.K1c, L.K.1d, and L.K.5a.
Unit 2 Assessment

Researching and Writing about How Animals Depend on Trees

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA W.K.2, W.K.7, and W.K.8 and invites students to write an informational booklet stating researched facts about different animals that get food from trees. Students use the individual notes created during the research process to inform their writing with researched facts. Over the course of three lessons, students complete their booklet with a focus statement and three detail statements about different animals that get food from trees.
Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Language Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward L.K.5b and L.K.5d; the Reading Informational Text Checklist to gather data on students’ reading comprehension, specifically progress toward RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.4, and RI.K.7; and the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward SL.K.1a, SL.K.1b, SL.K.2, and SL.K.3.
Unit 3 Assessment

Science Talk Protocol: Discussing the Needs of Living Things

This assessment centers on CCSS ELA SL.K.1a and SL.K.1b and asks students to participate in three separate Science Talks. During each Science Talk, students are encouraged to use sentence starters to help them share information they have learned and to demonstrate understanding of and add on to what others have said.
· During the first Science Talk, students review the individual notes they created based on their small group research and select one piece of information to share in response to the question: “What do trees need to live and grow?
· During the second Science Talk, students review the individual notes they created based on their small group research and select two pieces of information to share in response to the question: “What do trees provide to help other living things live and grow?”
· During the final Science Talk, students review their individual notes they created based on class discussion and select one pattern to share in response to the question: “What patterns can we observe in how living things live and grow?”
Assessment Checklists

Throughout this unit, teachers use the Speaking and Listening Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward SL.K.1a, SL.K.1b, SL.K.3, SL.K.4, and SL.K.6; the Reading Informational Text Checklist to gather data on students’ reading comprehension, specifically progress toward RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3, RI.K.4, RI.K.6, and RI.K.7; and the Writing Checklist to gather data on students’ progress toward W.K.5, W.K.7, and W.K.8.
Assessment Checklists

The following checklists are designed to help track students’ progress toward a variety of standards over the course of this module. These formative assessment opportunities are noted throughout the module lessons. This module includes a Speaking and Listening Checklist, a Reading Informational Text Checklist, and a Language Checklist.
Speaking and Listening Checklist

This module focuses primarily on SL.K.1a, SL.K.1b, and SL.K.2. Unit 1 reinforces SL.K.1a, SL.K.2, and introduces SL.K.1b. Unit 2 reinforces all three of these standards and introduces SL.K.3, and Unit 3 provides a final opportunity in the module to formally assess SL.K.1a and SL.K.1b. Unit 3 also offers an opportunity to track progress toward SL.K.3, SL.K.4 and SL.K.6. Use the Speaking and Listening Checklist throughout the module to track students’ progress on these standards.

	Student Name
	SL.K.1a: 
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions. Examples: Listening to others and taking turns.
	SL.K.1b: 
Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. Examples: Using a sentence frame to build on others’ ideas, asking clarifying questions, and adding on.
	SL.K.2: 
Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood. 
	SL.K.3: 
Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.
	SL.K.4: 
Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
	SL.K.6: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
	Teacher comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Reading Informational Text Checklist
This checklist is designed to track students’ comprehension of informational texts read aloud. This module focuses primarily on RI.K.1, RI.K.2, RI.K.3, RI.K.4, and RI.K.7. The focus on reading informational text standards starts in Unit 1 of this module. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet the needs of students throughout all three units of this module.
	With prompting and support…

	Student Name
	RI.K.1:
Student asks and answers questions about important details in the text.
	RI.K.2:
Student demonstrates understanding of main topic of text including key details.
	RI.K.3:
Student describes the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
	RI.K.4:
Student asks and answers questions about unknown words in text.
	RI.1.7:
Student makes connections between ideas and illustrations in the text.
	Teacher comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Informative/Explanatory Writing Checklist
This module focuses primarily on W.K.2, W.K.7, and W.K.8. Instruction on these standards begins and is formally assessed in Unit 2. Instruction on these standards continues in Unit 3, and progress during that unit can be tracked using this checklist. This checklist also includes language standards that are taught and assessed in the Reading Foundations Skills Block but are included here for formative assessment purposes because students should be supported with applying these skills during their writing in the module lessons.
	Module 3 Informative/Explanatory Writing Checklist

	STUDENT INITIALS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COMPOSITION

	Names a topic. (W.K.2)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Supplies some information about the topic. (W.K.2, W.K.7, W.K.8)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Piece shows solid understanding of content from NGSS K-LS1-1. (W.K.7, W.K.8)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Responds to suggestions and feedback to add details. (W.K.5)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WORD CHOICE

	L.K.6 Uses words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CONVENTIONS


	L.K.2a

Capitalizes the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2b

Begins to use end punctuation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2c

Writes a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	L.K.2d

Spells simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Language Checklist

This module focuses primarily on L.K.1c, L.K.1d, L.K.5a, L.K.5b, and L.K.5d. The focus on these language standards starts in Unit 1. This checklist can be used to track progress and adjust instruction to meet the needs of students throughout all three units of this module.
	With prompting and support…

	Student Name
	L.K.1c:
Student forms regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes)
	L.K.1d:
Student understands and uses question words (interrogative) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).
	L.K.5a:
Student sorts common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent.
	L.K.5b:
Student demonstrates understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites (antonyms).
	L.K.5d:
Student distinguishes shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.
	Teacher comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric

The following rubric is designed to measure students’ progress toward mastery of informative/explanatory writing and associated language standards. This rubric reflects performance expected at the end of this grade level; therefore, it is used across modules where W.K.2 is assessed. During this module, this rubric should be used to record evidence of progress toward mastery of W.K.2 and related language standards; however, full mastery of these standards is not expected until the end of this grade. For clarification of descriptors in this rubric, refer to the sample student responses in the Unit 2 Assessment.
	Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric: Grade K

	Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic.

	
	
	4 – Advanced
	3 – Proficient
	2 – Developing
	1 – Beginning

	A
	Knowledge and Understanding
RL/RI.K.10
	Demonstrates a deep understanding of information and ideas 
	Demonstrates a clear understanding of information and ideas 
	Demonstrates a limited understanding of information and ideas 
	Does not demonstrate understanding, or shows a misunderstanding, of 
information and ideas 

	B
	Organization and Purpose
W.K.2 
	States a topic and maintains a focus
	Names what they are writing about
	Topic of the piece is unclear
	Topic wanders or is unrelated to task 

	C

	Evidence and
Elaboration
W.K.2
	Relevant facts and details support the topic
	Supplies some information about the topic
	Supporting facts and details may be minimal, repetitive, vague and/or copied
	Supporting facts and details are absent or irrelevant

	D
	L.K.6
	Appropriately uses academic and domain-specific vocabulary words
	Uses words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to text
	Basic word choice and vocabulary
	Vocabulary is very limited, repetitive

	E

	Conventions
L.K.1f

	Writes in simple and compound sentences
	Writes in clear, simple sentences

	Writes in simple sentences and phrases; occasional errors in usage do not interfere with meaning
	Errors in usage are frequent; sentences are often difficult to understand

	F

	L.K.2a

	Capitalizes the first word in a sentence, the pronoun I, names, and dates; uses some end punctuation
	Capitalizes the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I
	Inconsistently capitalizes the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I
	Randomly uses upper and lower case letters, making the piece difficult to read

	G
	L.K.2c
L.K.2d
	Uses conventional spelling for words with common patterns and high-frequency words
	Spells simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships and writing a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds
	Writes a letter or letters for most initial and final consonant sounds
	Shows little understanding of sound-letter relationships
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�Please note that all L.2 standards are taught and formally assessed in the K–2 Reading Foundations Skills Block. They are included here for formative assessment purposes.
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