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Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Cover Page
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
Contents:

Page 1-2: KWEL chart
Pages 3-4: Close Reading: “Amphibians” note-catcher
Page 5: Polliwogs Research note-catcher
Pages 6-7: Close Reading: “The Glass Frog” note-catcher
Page 8: Glass Frog Research note-catcher
Page 9: Frog Adaptations Research note-catcher
Page 10: My Freaky Frog Research note-catcher
Page 11: My Freaky Frog Adaptations Research note-catcher
Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 1
KWEL Chart: Frogs Chart
RI.3.1, RI.3.10, W.3.7, W.3.8
Focus question: How do frogs survive?

	K: I think I know …
	W: I want to know …
	E: Evidence, and 
L: I Learned …
	Sources 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 2
	K: I think I know …
	W: I want to know …
	E: Evidence, and 
L: I Learned …
	Sources 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 3
Close Reading: “Amphibians” Note-catcher
RI.3.1, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, L.3.1a, L.3.1h, L.3.1i, L.3.4a, L.3.4b, L.3.4c, L.3.4d
Source: “Amphibians” from Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures (pages 6–7)

	“Amphibians are animals that live partly in water and partly on land.”
Partly
“Reptiles have dry, scaly skin, but amphibians have soft, moist skin.”
	
	Water Words

	
	
	
	

	“Unlike reptiles, which lay tough-shelled eggs on land, most amphibians lay soft, jellylike eggs in water.”
	
	“But in rainforests, it is so humid the trees are wet all the time, allowing some frogs to stay in them permanently.”

	
	
	
	
	

	“As they grow up, they develop legs and crawl onto land, but they must always be in wet places.”
	
	permanently

	
	
	
	


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 4
Close Reading: “Amphibians” Note-catcher
RI.3.1, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, L.3.1a, L.3.1h, L.3.1i, L.3.4a, L.3.4b, L.3.4c, L.3.4d
How is water necessary for amphibians to survive?

	Where do most amphibians live?
	What is unique about how amphibians breathe?

	What is one difference between reptiles and amphibians?
	What is unique about how tadpoles breathe?


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 5
Polliwogs Research Note-catcher
RI.3.3, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Research Question: Why do polliwogs wiggle?
Focus Statement:
Source:
	Definitions

	

	Facts

	

	Details

	


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 6
Close Reading: “The Glass Frog” Note-catcher
RI.3.1, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, L.3.1, L.3.4, L.3.4b, L.3.4c, L.3.4d
Source: “The Glass Frog” from Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures (pages 32–33)
	“With its amazing see-through body, the glass frog blends in perfectly with its surroundings.”

see-through body

“At such height, the trees are covered with clouds all year round and the frogs’ skin is kept nice and moist.”

“Glass frogs lay their eggs on leaves that overhang running water.”
overhang

	
	Words Describing the Glass Frog

	
	
	

	“When the tadpoles hatch, they drop down into the water.”
	
	Timeline
|_____|___|__________________________
______|
the tadpoles hatch


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 7
Close Reading: “The Glass Frog” Note-catcher
RI.3.1, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.5, RI.3.7, L.3.1, L.3.4, L.3.4b, L.3.4c, L.3.4d
What makes the glass frog unique?

	What is unique about how glass frogs look?
	What is unique about where the glass frog lives?

	Where do glass frogs lay their eggs?
	What is unique about glass frog tadpoles?


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 8
Glass Frog Research Note-catcher
RI.3.3, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Research Question: Why is the glass frog so hard to see?
Focus Statement: 
Source:
	Definitions

	

	Facts

	

	Details

	


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 9
Frog Adaptations Research Note-catcher
RI.3.3, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Research Question: Why does where a frog lives affect how it looks and/or acts?
Focus Statement:
Sources:
	Frog Adaptations

	Facts and Details
	Elaboration

How does this help the frog survive?

	What is the frog?
	What is the adaptation?
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 10
My Freaky Frog Research Note-catcher
RI.3.3, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?
My freaky frog is the: _________________________________________
Sources:
	Category
	Facts, Definitions, Details

	Habitat
	

	What It Looks Like
	

	Predators
	

	Prey
	


Freaky Frog Research Notebook - Page 11
My Freaky Frog Adaptations Research Note-catcher
RI.3.3, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?
My freaky frog is the: _________________________________________
Sources:
	My Freaky Frog’s Adaptations

	Facts and Details
	Elaboration

	What is the frog?
	What is the adaptation?
	How does this help the frog survive?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Discussion Norms Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

SL.3.1, SL.3.6
· I prepare for the discussion.
· I listen carefully and wait my turn to speak (I do not interrupt).
· I ask questions to better understand what people are saying.
· I stay on topic.
· I link my ideas to those of others.
· I speak in complete sentences.
· I assume positive intent.
	Cue
	Response

	Expand a response

	· “Can you say more about that?”
· “Can you give an example?”
· “I’m interested in what you said about_________________. Can you tell me more?”
· “Can you give us more details about__________________?”
· “How did you come to that conclusion? What made you think that?”
· “What did you learn/do you hope to learn from __________? Why?”
	· “Sure, I think that _____.”
· “Okay. One example is _____.”

	Clarify a response

	· “So, do you mean _____?”
· “I’m not sure I understand ________________. 
Can you clarify?”
· “Could you say that again, as I’m not sure I understand?”
	· “Yes, you’ve got it.”
· “No, sorry, that’s not what I mean. I mean _____.”

	Repeat or paraphrase

	· “Let me make sure I understand. You’re saying 
that _____?”
	· “Yes, that’s right.”
· “No, I was trying to say that _____.”

	Challenge thinking

	· “What if _____?”
· “I wonder why _____.”
	· “If _____, then _____.”
· “I think it’s because _____.”


Informational Texts Handout
RI.3.5, RI.3.8, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.8
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
Informational Texts:
· Inform or teach a reader about a topic.
· Often have text features that the author uses to help the reader understand and find information in the text.
· table of contents: helps the reader identify key topics in the book in the order they are presented
· glossary: mini-dictionary that helps the reader learn the definition of important words in the text
· index: an alphabetical list of important information in a text with page numbers
· headings
· photographs
· captions
· words in bolds or italic type
· Based on research the author does before writing and list sources used in research.
· Focused on the same topic throughout the piece.
· Clearly presented and easy to understand.
· Have illustrations that support the text.
· Informational texts introduce the topic with a focus statement, develop the topic with evidence such as facts and details, and end with a concluding statement or section.
· Informational texts group related information together to explain a main idea.

Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar 
Vocabulary Note-Catcher
“Amphibians”: Pages 6–7
RI.3.4, L.3.4
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
	Text
	Gist
What is it 
mostly about?
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)

	· Beginning at “Amphibians are animals …”
· Ending at “… breathe through lungs.”
	
	
	

	How many?
	
	
	

	Is a toad a frog?
	
	
	

	I’m a tree frog
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “Most amphibians ...”
· Ending at “… eggs in water.”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “Most baby amphibians …”
· Ending at “… in wet places.”
	
	
	

	· Beginning at “When a tadpole ...”
· Ending at “… called metamorphosis.”
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 3: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 1


Reading Informational Texts: Asking and Answering Questions about Frogs
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