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	Lessons from Japanese American Internment
	Grade 8: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 9 



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 9 
RI.8.3
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Reread an excerpt from chapter 5 of Farewell to Manzanar, starting on page 31 (at “It began in the mess hall”) and ending on page 32 (at “. . . and would work overtime to attract a crowd”). (Remember: you read this chapter during the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment.) Then, complete the following task.

Based on your understanding of this excerpt, describe the distinction between the Wakatsukis’ mealtimes before Manzanar and their mealtimes at Manzanar. Use your own words.

	Mealtimes before Manzanar
	Mealtimes at Manzanar

	Responses will vary but may include: mealtimes were an important, shared, and consistent part of the Wakatsukis’ lives.
	Responses will vary but may include: 
at Manzanar, they often ate apart.


Responses will vary but may include: Mealtimes before Manzanar were an important, shared, and consistent part of the Wakatsukis’ lives. At Manzanar, the family often ate apart from one another.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 9

RI.8.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread an excerpt from chapter 5 of Farewell to Manzanar, starting on page 31 (at “It began in the mess hall”) and ending on page 32 (at “. . . and would work overtime to attract a crowd”). (Remember: you read this chapter during the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment.) Then, complete the following task.

Based on your understanding of this excerpt, describe the distinction between the Wakatsukis’ mealtimes before Manzanar and their mealtimes at Manzanar. Use your own words.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 9

RI.8.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: Reread an excerpt from chapter 5 of Farewell to Manzanar, starting on page 31 (at “It began in the mess hall”) and ending on page 32 (at “. . . and would work overtime to attract a crowd”). (Remember: you read this chapter during the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment.) Then, complete the following task.

Based on your understanding of this excerpt, describe the distinction between the Wakatsukis’ mealtimes before Manzanar and their mealtimes at Manzanar. Use your own words.

	Mealtimes before Manzanar
	Mealtimes at Manzanar

	
	


Close Reading Guide: Farewell to Manzanar, Chapter 7

RI.8.3, SL.8.1

(For Teacher Reference)

Purpose and Notes
· The purpose of this close read is for students to analyze chapter 7 of Farewell to Manzanar to understand the main figure, Papa. Students will see how his life is connected to the historical events in the text and see the distinction between Papa’s experience of being American and his interrogator’s experience. To do so, they will focus on key incidents and lines of dialogue in the text. In addition, they will determine the meanings of key words and phrases in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings, and explore the impact of specific words and phrases on meaning and tone. In this close read, students will focus only on pages 54–58 of Farewell to Manzanar.

· For the sake of time, the students have preread the pages as the previous lesson’s homework. During this lesson, provide a second reading of pages 54–58 as a read-aloud in class.

· Read these pages aloud, and prompt students to follow along, reading silently. From time to time, have students reread portions of the text aloud in a Readers Theater fashion in order to answer text-dependent questions.

· Students work in pairs for this close read. Since part of this will be done in Readers Theater fashion, students should be paired with this in mind. (If the Readers Theater sections are too challenging, read these aloud instead.)

· A note-catcher along with text-dependent questions provide an opportunity for students to think, talk, and write in order to analyze the text.

· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Turn and Talk, cold call, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.

	Excerpt of Text
	Questions and Directions

	Before reading
	· Distribute the Close Read note-catcher.

· Explain that we’re about to reread and zero in on an important section in the book.

· Cold-call on students to quickly establish the gist of this section, that Papa is being interrogated at Fort Lincoln where he is being held prisoner.

· Using a total participation technique, ask: “We read that Pearl Harbor has been bombed by the government of Japan, and America has become deeply fearful of anyone with Japanese ancestry. In these early days of the war, Japan seems to be winning. We know that Papa has been arrested and taken away from his family in California. How are those events connected to this moment where he is today?” (Papa is being held as a sort of prisoner in an interrogation camp in North Dakota. Because he is of Japanese descent, he is suspected of helping the enemy. His loyalty to America or Japan is being questioned.)

	Read aloud page 54 to the top of page 55 (“Port Arthur in nineteen five”).
	· Direct students to read silently as you read aloud.

· Cold-call on students to ask: “Why might it be important to the interrogator that Papa attended a military school?” (Japan’s military has just attacked America.) If needed, point out to students that Japan was becoming known for having a powerful and ruthless military system. (The interrogator seems to be worried that Papa is still connected to the Japanese military.)

· Remind students that often we can tell a lot about a person’s ideas by what they say or do. Direct students to Turn and Talk with a partner for one minute about this question:

· “What does Papa’s response show about how he felt about military life as a young man in Japan?” (Papa quit the school because he didn’t like all the marching. This indicates that he was not interested in a military life.)

	Read from the top of 
page 55 to the middle of page 56 (“I haven’t gone after mackerel in over a year”).
	· Direct students to read silently as you read the text aloud.

· Working as partners, direct students to discuss, and then record in their note-catchers, their responses to item 1:

· “If you were filming this part of the conversation between Papa and the interrogator, what tone of voice would you have Papa use?” (Responses will vary, but students should note that Papa seems very sure of himself in all his answers. He shows his knowledge of both fishing and ocean travel. He is not rude, but he does not defer to the interrogator.)

	Middle of page 56 (“What do you think of the attack on Pearl Harbor?”) to page 57 (“yes, it is still my country”) 
	· Direct students to read aloud this section in pairs in Readers Theater fashion. 

· Ask students to Turn and Talk with their partner and respond in their note-catcher to the questions in item 2. Use a total participation technique to review student responses:

· “What does this conversation show about Papa’s feelings/ideas about the war?” (Responses will vary, but students should note that Papa feels very critical of the military of both countries. He is sad about the war.)

· “What do you think Papa means when he says, ‘Yes, it is still my country’? (He means that even though he thinks the Japanese military is wrong, he still loves Japan as his country).

· “Why does Papa’s answer about Japan being his country seem to be so important to the interrogator? What distinction are the writers drawing between Papa and the interrogator?” (This is the reason Papa is here, to determine where his loyalty as a person of Japanese descent lies. The interrogator’s job is to find out if Papa will support America or Japan in the war.)

	Read aloud from the middle of page 57 (“Do you feel any loyalty to Japan?”) to the bottom of page 58.
	· Direct students to read silently as you read the text aloud.

· Direct students to discuss with their partners the following questions. Use a total participation technique to review responses:

· “Why do you think the writers indicate ‘silence’ when the interrogator asks ‘Do you feel any loyalty to Japan?’” (Papa seems to need time to think about his next responses. He knows this is an important question.)

· Ask, “Who asks the question ‘How old are you?’” (Papa asks.)

· Direct students to count the number of questions Papa asks the interrogator from here to the end of the chapter. (He asks seven questions.) 

· Ask students to Turn and Talk and then write to answer these questions from item 3 on their note-catcher. Cold-call to review student responses:

· “What does the number of questions Papa asks show about who is controlling the conversation at this point? How does this support what we know about Papa?” (Papa is very sure of his ideas and values. He knows what he thinks and seems to have thought about his situation a lot.)

· “What does the conversation show us about the distinction between Papa and the interrogator?” (As a person of Japanese descent, Papa has no rights as a citizen, even though he has been in America for many years longer than the interrogator. The interrogator, in contrast, is a full American. He does not have to worry about belonging to this country, as Papa does.)

· “Why is this distinction important for the story?” (It reminds us what a difficult position Papa is in. It even reminds us what a difficult position all the internees are in.)

	Read aloud page 58.
	· Direct students to reread aloud, in Readers Theater fashion, page 58.

· Ask, “What does Papa mean by his last question to the interrogator?” (He means that he wants the interrogator to think about how hard it is to choose between two people that you love. Papa wants the interrogator to understand his position.)

· Explain that often in life feelings are not simple, and people have what we call “conflicted feelings” about something. When this happens, a person can feel two very different feelings about something at the same time. 

· Ask students to Turn and Talk then write to answer items 4–6 on their note-catcher. Use a total participation technique to review student responses: 

· “How is Papa’s last statement here an example of ‘conflicted feelings’?”

· “Why do you think Papa uses the analogy of a mother and a father here? What does this analogy show about Papa’s feelings about both America and Japan?” (Just as he loves his parents equally, he loves his two countries equally and just wants them to stop fighting.)

· “If you were filming this last statement of Papa’s, what tone of voice might you choose to have him use? What expression might you have on his face?” (Responses will vary, but could include: sad, thoughtful, regretful.)

· “Why do you think the writers choose to end the chapter with this question of Papa’s? What significant idea do they want us to understand about Papa?” (They want to leave us with the idea that Papa loves both Japan and America, and that this war between them is very personally painful for him.)

	Culminating Task
	· Distribute and review the culminating task short response question, and allow students 5 minutes to respond independently in writing.

· What is one significant idea about Papa that is supported by this chapter? What evidence makes you think so?


Source: Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki, and James D. Houston. Farewell to Manzanar. Houghton Mifflin, 1973.
Close Read: Farewell to Manzanar, 
Chapter 7 Note-Catcher

RI.8.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: In this close read, you will work with a partner to discuss and answer the questions to help yourself deeply understand this important chapter.

Turn and Talk with your partner before writing to answer each question.

1. If you were filming this part of the conversation between Papa and the interrogator, what tone of voice would you have Papa use?

Responses will vary, but students should note that Papa seems very sure of himself in all his answers. He shows his knowledge of both fishing and ocean travel. He is not rude, but he does not defer to the interrogator.

2.  Answer Part A, then answer Part B and Part C.

Part A
What does this conversation show about Papa’s feelings/ideas about the war?

Responses will vary, but students should note that Papa feels very critical of the military of both countries. He is sad about the war.

Part B
What do you think Papa means when he says, “Yes, it is still my country”?

He means that even though he thinks the Japanese military is wrong, he still loves Japan as his country.

Part C
Why does Papa’s answer about Japan being his country seem to be so important to the interrogator? What distinction are the writers drawing between Papa and the interrogator? 

This is the reason Papa is here, to determine where his loyalty as a person of Japanese descent lies. The interrogator’s job is to find out if Papa will support America or Japan in the war.

3. Answer Part A, then answer Part B and Part C.

Part A
What does the number of questions Papa asks show about who is controlling the conversation at this point? How does this support what we know about Papa?

Papa is very sure of his ideas and values. He knows what he thinks and 

seems to have thought about his situation a lot.

Part B
What does the conversation show us about the distinction between Papa and the interrogator?

As a person of Japanese descent, Papa has no rights as a citizen, even though he has been in America for many years longer than the interrogator. The interrogator, in contrast, is a full American. He does not have to worry about belonging to this country, as Papa does.

Part C
Why is this distinction important for the story?

It reminds us what a difficult position Papa is in. It even reminds us what a difficult position all the internees are in.

4. As you know, often in life feelings are not simple, and people have what we call “conflicted feelings” about something. When this happens, a person can feel two very different feelings about something at the same time.

How is Papa’s last statement here an example of conflicted feelings?

Papa feels two opposite ways. He loves America, and he also loves Japan.

5. Remember, people sometimes use analogies to make their thinking clear. An analogy makes a connection between two ideas that are similar in some way.

Part A
Why do you think Papa uses the analogy of a mother and a father here? What does this analogy show about Papa’s feelings about both America and Japan?

Just as he loves his parents equally, he loves his two countries equally and just wants them to stop fighting.

Part B
If you were filming this last statement of Papa’s, what tone of voice might you choose to have him use? What expression might you have on his face? 

Responses will vary, but may include: sad, thoughtful, regretful.

6. Why do you think the writers choose to end the chapter with this question of Papa’s? What significant idea do they want us to understand about Papa?

They want to leave us with the idea that Papa loves both Japan and America, and that this war between them is very personally painful for him.
Close Read: Farewell to Manzanar, Chapter 7 Note-Catcher

RI.8.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: In this close read, you will work with a partner to discuss and answer the questions to help yourself deeply understand this important chapter.

Turn and Talk with your partner before writing to answer each question.

7. If you were filming this part of the conversation between Papa and the interrogator, what tone of voice would you have Papa use?

8.  Answer Part A, then answer Part B and Part C.

Part A
What does this conversation show about Papa’s feelings/ideas about the war?

Part B
What do you think Papa means when he says, “Yes, it is still my country”?

Part C
Why does Papa’s answer about Japan being his country seem to be so important to the interrogator? What distinction are the writers drawing between Papa and the interrogator? 

9. Answer Part A, then answer Part B and Part C.

Part A
What does the number of questions Papa asks show about who is controlling the conversation at this point? How does this support what we know about Papa?

Part B
What does the conversation show us about the distinction between Papa and the interrogator?

Part C
Why is this distinction important for the story?

10. As you know, often in life feelings are not simple, and people have what we call “conflicted feelings” about something. When this happens, a person can feel two very different feelings about something at the same time.

How is Papa’s last statement here an example of conflicted feelings?

11. Remember, people sometimes use analogies to make their thinking clear. An analogy makes a connection between two ideas that are similar in some way.

Part A
Why do you think Papa uses the analogy of a mother and a father here? What does this analogy show about Papa’s feelings about both America and Japan?

Part B
If you were filming this last statement of Papa’s, what tone of voice might you choose to have him use? What expression might you have on his face? 

12. Why do you think the writers choose to end the chapter with this question of Papa’s? What significant idea do they want us to understand about Papa?

Synopsis: Farewell to Manzanar, Chapter 7

Name:
Date:


Chapter 7 “Fort Lincoln: An Interview”

· Papa is interviewed by the US government. 

· The interviewer asks Papa what he was carrying in barrels on his fishing boat, suspecting him of delivering oil to a Japanese ship. Papa explains the barrels contained bait for fishing.

· The interviewer asks Papa what his opinion is of the bombing of Pearl Harbor. He says he is sad for both the United States and Japan. He also says that he would not want his sons to serve in the military because he doesn’t believe war is necessary.

· The interviewer asks about Papa’s loyalty to Japan and asks him who he wants to win the war. He uses a metaphor to explain how he feels about the war: The experience is like his mother and father fighting. He doesn’t want either side to win. He just wants it to end.

Close Reading Culminating Task: 
Farewell to Manzanar, Chapter 7

RI.8.3

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: After the close read, answer the following question.

13. What is one significant idea about Papa that is supported by this chapter? What evidence makes you think so? (RI.8.3)

In your response, be sure to include a clearly stated and significant idea about Papa and evidence from the text that supports your statement.

Responses will vary, but may include: One significant idea about Papa is that he feels conflicted because of his loyalties to both the United States and Japan. The interrogator wants Papa to indicate which of these two countries Papa feels connected to. When he asks Papa, “You say Japan is still your country?” (57), it’s evident that he believes that it isn’t possible to “have” two countries. Papa has to choose. Papa, on the other hand, feels deep connections to both places. He was born in Japan and has family there, but he has lived in the United States even longer than the American-born interrogator (57). He uses an analogy to talk about his feelings about the countries, comparing them to his mother and father and saying how he just wishes they would stop fighting.
Close Reading Culminating Task: 
Farewell to Manzanar, Chapter 7

RI.8.3

Name:
Date:


Directions: After the close read, answer the following question.

14. What is one significant idea about Papa that is supported by this chapter? What evidence makes you think so? (RI.8.3)

In your response, be sure to include a clearly stated and significant idea about Papa and evidence from the text that supports your statement.
5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide

SL.8.1a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

It is the kind of thing that always happens when military men are in control. (from page 65 of Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston)

Lesson 5 Placement 

Lead this Mini Language Dive after Work Time A.

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address the daily learning target (I can engage effectively in a collaborative discussion about a significant idea in the text by being prepared, drawing on my notes, and following rules for collegial discussions) and SL.8.1a. This sentence addresses a significant idea in the text (the idea of internment was created out of dangerous and unsupported assumptions) and supports students in probing and reflecting on the question: What were the causes and impacts of Japanese American internment camps? This question is both a module guiding question and the discussion prompt for the End of Unit 1 Assessment.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses a relative clause (that always happens when military men are in control) phrase with the purpose of providing description.

· Transfer: that + verb phrase to provide description when discussing significant ideas from the text during the collaborative discussion in the End of Unit 1 Assessment.

· Note: A new significant idea from Farewell to Manzanar will be added to the Significant Ideas anchor chart during this Mini Language Dive.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: It is the kind of thing that always happens when military men are in control.

· Ask:

“What is this sentence about?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

· Read aloud the focus structure: that always happens when military men are in control.
· Ask:

“What noun phrase in the sentence is this relative clause describing?” (It is describing the kind of thing.)
“Which word helps us recognize this as a relative clause?” (The word that helps us recognize this as a relative clause.)

“Can you think of other words that can start relative clauses?” (Some other words are which, who, and where.)
“Can you figure out who military men are?” (Those in charge of a government’s military. The military includes armies, navies, and other groups that defend a country during wars.)

“What does it mean to be in control?” (to make decisions or to guide)

Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: It is the kind of thing that always happens when military men are in control.

· Ask:

“What happens if we separate this sentence into two sentences?” (We end up with It is the kind of thing and The kind of thing always happens when military men are in control. The first sentence, while grammatical because it has a subject and a verb, doesn’t really make sense because the kind of thing requires a description in order for the reader to know what it is referring to. Putting that description in a separate sentence makes things choppy and harder to understand because the link between the kind of thing and its description is more separate.)

“What is Papa referring to in this sentence when he says It?” (the attack on Pearl Harbor)

“How does this sentence help us to understand the causes of Japanese American internment?” (The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor caused the United States to see Japan as an enemy. This led to fear and prejudice against innocent Japanese Americans.)

· Synthesize students’ ideas, and add the following significant idea to the Significant Ideas anchor chart: Internment was created out of dangerous and unsupported assumptions. Give students a moment to reflect.

“How does this sentence connect to the significant idea that internment was created out of dangerous and unsupported assumptions? (It suggests that the military might be responsible for making dangerous assumptions based on fear and prejudice, leading to problems.)

“How can we use description and comparison in our speaking or writing?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all replies.)

· Ask:

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the daily learning target:
I can engage effectively in a collaborative discussion about a significant idea in the text by being prepared, drawing on my notes, and following rules for collegial discussions)?” (Responses will vary.)

Practice

· Display the sentence frame:
___________________________________ is the kind of thing _______________________


noun phrase
that + verb phrase
____________________________________________________.

· Say:

· “Use this frame to talk about something that caused Japanese American internment.”

· Responses will vary, but may include:

Prejudice is the kind of thing that led to Japanese American internment.

 noun phrase 
that + verb phrase
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