	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Plastic Pollution
	Grade 7: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 11



Entrance Ticket: Unit 1, Lesson 11

SL.7.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, respond to the following prompts.  
Today you will experience the Close Viewing protocol with the cover photo to Trash Vortex. Zoom in on one part of the image. Look closely at the details in that part of the image. Record what you noticed and what you inferred.

1. Draw or write about the details that you noticed.

Answers will vary, but may include: The seal’s mouth is open, with a big pink tongue and tiny teeth. The seal’s whiskers point straight up. The seal’s eyes are looking skyward.

2. What can you learn or infer from those details?

Answers will vary, but may include: The seal’s mouth is open, which could mean that it is barking, as seals do, or that it is in pain. When you really study the seal’s eyes, the animal looks worried.
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· Plastiki is the name of a boat made from used water bottles.

· Finding solutions to deal with plastic pollution is one of our greatest challenges.

· Studies show that vast amounts of plastic are polluting the oceans.

· One way to help with plastic pollution is to rig up giant vacuum cleaners.

· Another way to help is to employ animals like wax worms that can eat plastic.

· Scientists are coming up with many different ideas to fight pollution.

· We need to stop using so much plastic, especially single-use plastic.

· Plastic bottles require a lot of oil and money to make.

· Recycling plastic bottles is a good idea.

· New types of plastics are being made that can biodegrade, or break down.

Author’s Point of View and Purpose: 
Trash Vortex, Chapter 4 Note-Catcher

RI.7.2, RI.7.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Fill out the note-catcher to assist you in analyzing the text.

	Gist: 

many solutions for solving the plastic pollution problem

	Central Ideas:

•
Reduce plastic pollution by figuring out how to make plastic biodegradable.
•
Reduce plastic pollution by reusing and recycling it.
	How the Central Ideas Are Developed (include experts quoted, studies named, statistics named, counterarguments addressed, and questions or comments discussed):

•
plastic-eating organisms and new kinds of biodegradable plastic
•
the story of Plastiki, the “bottle craft,” and the quote from environmentalist and expedition leader David de Rothschild; the plastic life cycle and recycling

	The Author’s Purpose (this may be to engage, provide information, persuade, or for some other purpose you determine) and How it Adds to the Text:

to explain several of the solutions to attack the problem of plastic pollution

	The Author’s Point of View and Page Numbers:

There are many ways to attack the problem of plastic pollution. (44–49)
	Others’ Points of View and Page Numbers:

•
Plastic-eating organisms: Enzo Palombo: “If you put a bacteria in a situation where they’ve only got one food source to consume, over time they will adapt to do that” (47)
•
Reuse and recycle: Erik van Sebille: “It’s much better to do it as close to the source as possible, before it has a chance to interact with marine life” (48).
•
Jason Farahnik: “Future populations are going to look at landfills like they are goldmines, full of resources, and wonder what we were all thinking” (49)

	How the Author Distinguishes Her Point of View from Others:

The author’s point of view is that there are many different ways to solve the plastic pollution problem. She presents the points of view of several experts, all of whom have a distinct point of view on the best way to solve the problem. She distinguishes one point of view from another by showing how some experts think organisms can eat plastic or plastic can be made to biodegrade. Other experts argue that reusing and recycling plastic is the best way to solve the problem. The author distinguishes these points of view by quoting different experts and giving different examples. Showing different methods for solving the problem supports her own position that there are many ways to solve the problem.


Source: Smith-Llera, Danielle. Trash Vortex. Capstone, 2018.
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