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Text: “Mary Winston Jackson”
Name:
Date:

Mary Winston Jackson

by Talithia Williams
The experience was all too familiar to countless ambitious, smart women of color on the civil-rights frontier. In a 1998 interview with the Daily Press, the seventy-six-year-old retired engineer shared some of the embarrassing aspects of making a career as an African American woman in the segregated South. Giggles erupted from her white peers after she asked, on her first day of work, where she could find the “colored” women’s bathroom, which was clear across campus.  
Not permitted to set foot in the whites-only cafeteria, Mary Winston Jackson was forced to order food through a window and take it back to her desk to eat. In her words, it was “sort of like when you went to the train station or the bus terminal, and you sort of put your suitcase up on the end and sat on that because you couldn’t go inside. That was the cafeteria situation.”

Ultimately, however, [Mary] Jackson was not deterred from achieving what no other woman of color had achieved before. As the 1947 edition of the Girl Scout Handbook explained, a Girl Scouts of America member must be “ready to help out wherever she is needed. Willingness to serve is not enough; you must know how to do the job well.” A Girl Scout troop leader and volunteer for more than three decades, Jackson personified this tradition in her work as an outstanding mathematician, pioneering engineer, and mentor to professionals and youths.

Source: Williams, Talithia. “Mary Winston Jackson.” Power in Numbers: Rebel Women in Mathematics. Race Point Publishing, 2018, pp. 76–77. Used by permission.
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	Glossary
countless (adjective): very many

ambitious (adjective): having a desire to be successful

erupt (verb): to happen or begin suddenly

deter (verb): to cause someone to decide not to do something

personify (verb): to be the perfect example of something


Compare and Contrast Authors’ Presentations 
of Events: Mary Jackson Note-Catcher

RI.6.1, RI.6.3, RI.6.6, RI.6.9, RI.6.10, W.6.10

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the excerpt from chapter 11 of Hidden Figures and “Mary Winston Jackson” from Williams’s Power in Numbers: Rebel Girls in Mathematics. Then analyze how Shetterly’s and Williams’s presentations of Mary’s life compare and contrast in terms of the content included, the authors’ methods used to convey content, and the points of view being conveyed.

	Content (RI.6.1, RI.6.9)

	Hidden Figures, Chapter 11

Shetterly
	“Mary Winston Jackson”

Williams

	Differences

•
focuses on the bathroom event

•
details Mary’s intelligence and professionalism
	Differences

•
focuses on the whites-only cafeteria

•
includes Mary’s mention of the cafeteria being similar to train/bus

•
includes Mary’s work with the Girl Scouts

	Similarities

•
discuss the bathroom event

•
mention the larger social context within which this event took place

•
uses the word giggle when describing the white women’s reactions in the office

	Authors’ Methods (RI.6.1, RI.6.3, RI.6.9)

(Inner Thoughts/Reflection, Description, Dialogue/Quotation, Examples, Anecdote, Allusion, Exposition)

	Hidden Figures, Chapter 11

Shetterly
	“Mary Winston Jackson”

Williams

	Differences

•
Description—first three paragraphs are described like a narrative scene
	Differences

•
Inner Thoughts/Reflection—includes Mary’s thoughts about the incident in the cafeteria and the bathroom (she explained it was “sort of like when you went to the train station or the bus terminal, and you sort of put your suitcase up on the end and sat on that because you couldn’t go inside. That was the cafeteria situation”).

•
Quotation—Williams includes multiple quotes (an interview with the Daily Press and a quote from the Girl Scout Handbook) while Shetterly uses only one.

	Similarities

•
Exposition—both include historical context about race relations in America during the 1950s.

	Points of View (RI.6.1, RI.6.6, RI.6.9)

	Hidden Figures, Chapter 11

Shetterly
	“Mary Winston Jackson”

Williams

	Differences

•
Shetterly’s point of view toward the situation Mary experienced is outraged and angry. Evidence: “In the moment that her white co-workers laughed at her, Mary had been demoted from professional mathematician to second-class human being” (87).

•
Shetterly’s point of view toward Mary seems to be that this affected her deeply and was a serious event for her. Evidence: “Mary was used to it, but something about the incident really bothered her” (87).
	Differences

•
Williams’s point of view toward the situation Mary experienced is that it was embarrassing. Example:
“. . . embarrassing aspects of making a career as an African American woman in the segregated South.”

•
Williams’s point of view toward the situation Mary experienced is hopeful. Evidence: “Ultimately, however, [Mary] Jackson was not deterred from achieving what no other woman of color had achieved before.”

•
Williams’s point of view toward Mary seems to be that she took the situation in stride and rose above it. Evidence: it was “sort of like when you went to the train station or the bus terminal, and you sort of put your suitcase up on the end and sat on that because you couldn’t go inside. That was the cafeteria situation.”

	Similarities

•
show an admiration for Mary and view her as a pioneer and role model

•
suggest Mary was strong and determined and successful


Sources:

Shetterly, Margot Lee. Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ Edition). HarperCollins, 2016.

Williams, Talithia. “Mary Winston Jackson.” Power in Numbers: Rebel Women in Mathematics. Race Point Publishing, 2018, pp. 76–77. Used by permission.
Compare and Contrast Authors’ Presentations 
of Events: Mary Jackson Note-Catcher
RI.6.1, RI.6.3, RI.6.6, RI.6.9, RI.6.10, W.6.10
Name:
Date:

Directions: Read the excerpt from chapter 11 of Hidden Figures and “Mary Winston Jackson” from Williams’s Power in Numbers: Rebel Girls in Mathematics. Then analyze how Shetterly’s and Williams’s presentations of Mary’s life compare and contrast in terms of the content included, the authors’ methods used to convey content, and the points of view being conveyed.

	Content (RI.6.1, RI.6.9)

	Hidden Figures, Chapter 11

Shetterly
	“Mary Winston Jackson”

Williams

	Differences


	Differences



	Similarities




	Authors’ Methods (RI.6.1, RI.6.3, RI.6.9)

(Inner Thoughts/Reflection, Description, Dialogue/Quotation, Examples, Anecdote, Allusion, Exposition)

	Hidden Figures, Chapter 11

Shetterly
	“Mary Winston Jackson”

Williams

	Differences


	Differences



	Similarities




	Points of View (RI.6.1, RI.6.6, RI.6.9)

	Hidden Figures, Chapter 11

Shetterly
	“Mary Winston Jackson”

Williams

	Differences


	Differences



	Similarities

 


5-Minute Mini Language Dive Guide 

RI.6.1, RI.6.3, RI.6.4, RI.6.6, SL.6.1

(For Teacher Reference)
Sentence

A Girl Scout troop leader and volunteer for more than three decades, Jackson personified this tradition in her work as an outstanding mathematician, pioneering engineer, and mentor to professionals and youths. (from “Mary Winston Jackson” from Power in Numbers: Rebel Women in Mathematics, by Talithia Williams)

Lesson 10 Placement 

Lead this Mini Language Dive after students read “Mary Winston Jackson” in Work Time A. 

Rationale

· Guiding Question and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students respond to the guiding question (What were the accomplishments of the “hidden figures” at NACA, and why were they remarkable?) and RI.6.3 by illustrating the depth and multifaceted nature of Mary Jackson’s talents and personal qualities. It also helps students address RI.6.4 and RI.6.6 by featuring words with positive connotations that convey the author’s point of view toward Mary.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it incorporates multiple noun phrases to give a clear picture of Mary’s character.

· Transfer: multiple noun phrases in an informationally dense sentence to elaborate on an individual in the text. Students can use the Practice frame in their collaborative and independent essays about the hidden figures.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the sentence: A Girl Scout troop leader and volunteer for more than three decades, Jackson personified this tradition in her work as an outstanding mathematician, pioneering engineer, and mentor to professionals and youths.
· Ask:

“What is this sentence about?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)
· Read aloud the focus structure: as an outstanding mathematician, pioneering engineer, and mentor to professionals and youths.

· Ask:

“What do you notice about this chunk?” (Responses will vary, but may include: the sentence uses commas to separate noun phrases; the sentence gives information about Mary; the sentence highlights good things that Mary did).
“What adjectives do you see in this chunk? Work with a partner to circle them.” (outstanding, pioneering)

“Do these adjectives have a positive or negative connotation? How do these adjectives convey the author’s point of view toward Mary?” (These adjectives have a positive connotation. They suggest that the author’s point of view toward Mary is positive. The author sees Mary as a talented and trailblazing woman who cared about and contributed to her community.)
Reconstruct

· Read aloud the entire sentence on display: A Girl Scout troop leader and volunteer for more than three decades, Jackson personified this tradition in her work as an outstanding mathematician, pioneering engineer, and mentor to professionals and youths.
· Ask: 

“What does this sentence tell us about Mary’s accomplishments and why they were remarkable?” (Responses will vary, but may include: This sentence tells us that Mary had many accomplishments. Her accomplishments were both professional and personal. Her accomplishments were remarkable because they had a wide impact, both at NACA and in her community.)
“Which noun phrases in this sentence provide information about Mary as an individual? Work with a partner to underline all the noun phrases that tell us something about Mary’s character.” (The phrases that provide information about Mary are as follows: 
a Girl Scout troop leader, volunteer, an outstanding mathematician, pioneering engineer, and mentor to professionals and youths.)
· As needed, remind students that a noun phrase is a phrase that has a noun as its head, but may also include an adjective or a word like a or the in front of it and/or a prepositional phrase after it. Students will learn more about noun phrases in Grade 7, so it is okay if they do not understand yet exactly what makes up a noun phrase.

“Can you figure out why the author included so many noun phrases about Mary in this one sentence?” (Responses will vary, but may include: The author probably included so many noun phrases about Mary in this sentence because she wanted to give a clear picture about who Mary was. She wanted the reader to know as much as possible about Mary’s talents and experiences.)
“How can we use multiple noun phrases in our own writing about Dorothy, Mary, or Katherine?” (Responses will vary, but may include: in our own writing, we can use multiple noun phrases to highlight the many talents and accomplishments of the hidden figures.)
“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)
“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question:
What were the accomplishments of the ‘hidden figures’ at NACA, and why were they remarkable?” (Responses will vary.)
Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

A/an/the ______________________ and a/an/the_______________________, Dorothy

noun phrase 
noun phrase
Vaughan was a/an/the ___________________ and a/an/the ___________________. 


noun phrase 
noun phrase
· Say:

“Use this frame to talk about Dorothy Vaughan’s many accomplishments or talents. Use your own words and work with your partners. Select the appropriate articles (i.e., a, an, or the) to use in your noun phrases.”
· Possible student answers:

An incredible mathematician and a brave, resilient woman, Dorothy Vaughan was the head of the West Computing Unit and a living example of perseverance. 

Copyright License
Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.
For more information, visit our Terms of Use at https://curriculum.eleducation.org/terms-of-use. 
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