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Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 2
RI.6.1, RI.6.3, W.6.10
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, read the learning targets. Then open to page 7 of Hidden Figures and reread the list of segregation laws (also called Jim Crow laws) that were passed after the Civil War (the list that begins with “They could not . . .”). The list ends at the top of page 8. Answer the questions below.   
1. How does this list of laws add to the reader’s understanding of the context of the text? 

a. It informs readers about legalized discrimination against black people.
b. It persuades readers to support racial equality in the United States today.

c. It invites readers to study more on their own about racial discrimination.

d. It teaches readers more about the individual lives of the “Hidden Figures.”

2. The author chooses to repeat a similar structure for each item on the list (“They could not . . .”). What effect does this repetition have on the reader’s understanding of the text? What do you think was the author’s purpose for beginning each line with the same words?

a. It creates a poetic effect that improves the sound and rhythm of the list.

b. It emphasizes just how many things black people were not allowed to do.
c. It mirrors the way the laws would have been presented when they were written. 

d. It makes her writing as simple and clear as possible for readers to understand.

3. How do segregation laws conflict with the habits of character? Begin with a claim statement. Draw evidence from the list of segregation laws in the anchor text and the Work to Become Ethical People anchor chart to support your response. 

Responses will vary, but may include: The segregation laws go against habits of character because they do not show empathy or compassion for other people. If laws are being made based only on difference, then it is clear that lawmakers are not practicing empathy for other people and trying to imagine how they feel. The laws also show a lack of compassion. Keeping people apart causes pain and sadness. If the laws didn’t change right away, it means that people’s pain was disregarded.
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Chapter 2

· The National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) placed an ad in the newspaper that called for women to apply to the Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory.

· World War II was happening, and jobs that had been performed by men were opening to women.

· President Franklin D. Roosevelt believed that the war would be won by the side that had the greatest air power.

· NACA needed more employees to meet the challenge of tremendously increasing airplane production.

· NACA was responsible for developing, testing, and refining the airplane designs before the airplane manufacturers built the airplanes.

· Female mathematicians had been working at NACA since 1935, but they were all white women.

· The need for mathematicians increased with the push for more airplane production. NACA had to broaden its search for qualified mathematicians, which led to hiring African Americans.

· In order to advertise and appeal to qualified African American mathematicians, the federal government created special training classes at black colleges.

· African American mathematicians (computers) worked in the West Area of the Langley campus.

· Since the South had its laws in place to uphold segregation, Langley had to prepare the campus to receive the African American mathematicians.

Chapter 3

· Dorothy Vaughan was born in 1910. Her mother died when she was two years old, so Dorothy was raised by her father and stepmother.

· Dorothy’s stepmother encouraged Dorothy to value education.

· Dorothy graduated as her high school’s valedictorian and attended Wilberforce University on full scholarship.

· Dorothy studied mathematics at Wilberforce and did so well that one of her professors recommended her for graduate study at Howard University.

· The Great Depression had taken a toll on Dorothy’s family, so Dorothy declined graduate school and took a job as a teacher.

· Dorothy taught in both Tamms, Illinois, and in coastal North Carolina, but the hardships created by the Great Depression led to the closing of both schools.

· Dorothy landed another teaching position in Farmville, Virginia, where she met Howard Vaughan, who became her husband. Dorothy and Howard settled in Farmville.

· In the post office in Farmville, Virginia, Dorothy saw two job postings: a laundry worker at Camp Pickett, which was an army training center, and a mathematician at a federal agency in Hampton, Virginia.

· Dorothy thought that the mathematics job was only for white women. It wasn’t until Dorothy read an article in the Norfolk Journal and Guide that she took the mathematics opportunity seriously.

· Dorothy applied for the laundry job and the mathematics job.

Analyze Word Definitions: Hidden Figures, Chapters 2–3
RI.6.1, RI.6.4, SL.6.1a, L.6.4
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Focus Question: How can I use context to determine the meanings of multiple-meaning words as they are used in chapters 2–3 of Hidden Figures?

Directions: With your partner, discuss and complete steps 1–4.

7. Without consulting a dictionary, discuss with your partner what these words usually mean. Using your own words, write the definitions you and your partner decide upon.

a. computer (noun): a machine that holds data and information and can do calculations
b. black (adjective): a dark color; or an adjective that describes people with dark skin
c. hands (plural noun): the parts of a person’s body located at the ends of the arms
d. pyramid (noun): a three-dimensional triangle shape
8. Now, visit the pages in the text where your words can be found. Skim and scan the pages for the quotations below, and fill in the blanks using words from the text.

a.
page 13: “At Langley, the female mathematicians were called ‘computers.’ . . . Today 

we think of computers as machines, but in the 1940s, a computer was just someone 

whose job it was to do computations, a flesh-and-blood woman who was good with 
numbers.”

b.
page 24: “In Dorothy Vaughan’s world, there were black jobs and there were good black 

jobs.”

c.
pages 15–16: “For the most part, the engineers welcomed extra hands, even if those 
hands were black.”

d.
page 19: “The laundry workers existed at the bottom of the war’s great pyramid of 
employees.”

9. Without consulting a dictionary, record a different definition of each word based on how it is used in the text.

a.
computer (noun): a woman who was good at math and did calculations
b.
black (adjective): for black people
c.
hands (plural noun): extra help
d.
pyramid (noun): a system that is structured with fewer people at each level as one 
approaches the top
10. Complete Part A, then complete Parts B, C, and D.

Part A
What are the similarities between your original and modified definitions of the word computer? What are the differences?

Responses will vary, but may include: Both definitions refer to someone or something that can do complicated mathematical calculations. My original definition describes a machine. My modified definition describes a person.

Part B
The author uses the word black figuratively in quotation B. In your own words, what is the author saying about the jobs that were available for black people?

Responses will vary, but may include: The author is saying that only certain jobs were available to black people. These might have been lower-paying jobs.

Part C
The author uses the word hands twice in quotation C. How are the two uses different from each other?

Responses will vary, but may include: The first use of the word hands is figurative. It means something like extra help. The second use is more literal. It is talking about the color of someone’s actual hands as a way of talking about the color of their skin.

Part D
What does the author’s figurative use of the word pyramid in quotation D suggest about attitudes toward laundry workers?

Responses will vary, but may include: the figurative use of the word pyramid suggests that laundry workers had less power or made less money than anyone else.

Source: Shetterly, Margot Lee. Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ Edition). HarperCollins, 2016.
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a.
computer (noun):

b.
black (adjective):

c.
hands (plural noun):

d
pyramid (noun):

14. Complete Part A, then complete Parts B, C, and D.

Part A
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