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	The Harlem Renaissance
	Grade 7: Module 3: Unit 3: Lesson 4



Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 4
RL.7.1
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: As you enter class, read the following quote from the poem you’ll read today and respond to the prompts below.

“You do what you have to.”

What does this quote suggest about the poem we will be reading? 

Answers will vary, but may include: This quote suggests that the poem we will be reading is about taking responsibility and doing what needs to be done.
What connections do you see between this quote and other works we’ve read so far in this module?

Answers will vary, but may include: This quote reminds me of some of the other poetry and stories we’ve read in this module. It is like the poem “Calling Dreams,” in which the speaker is determined to achieve her goals. It is also like the stories “His Motto” and “The Boy and the Bayonet,” which each had characters who worked hard and took on responsibility
Entrance Ticket: Unit 3, Lesson 4
RL.7.1
Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, read the following quote from the poem you’ll read today and respond to the prompts below.

“You do what you have to.”

What does this quote suggest about the poem we will be reading? 

What connections do you see between this quote and other works we’ve read so far in this module?

Analyze Poetry: “David’s Old Soul” Note-Catcher
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Poem Title and Author: “David’s Old Soul” by Nikki Grimes
Directions: Read the poem. Then complete the steps below.

First Impressions

Turn and Talk with a partner: What is this poem about? How did the poem make you feel? What do you notice? What do you wonder?

Analysis
Reread the poem. Complete the chart below.

	Gist
How is the poem organized?

The poem has one stanza.
What is the gist of each section (line, couplet, or stanza) of the poem?

Lines 1–2: David’s mother calls him an “old soul”
Lines 3–4: understands now that he is a man
Lines 5–6: listens to the whisper in his ear to “dig deep”
Lines 7–8: tries to support his “baby brothers”

	Structure
How does structure (including rhyme and repetition) contribute to meaning?

It is structured in one stanza with each line ending with a word borrowed from “The Negro Speaks of Rivers.” Grimes structures the poem using the Golden Shovel technique while also conveying a similar message with her poem as the words she has selected from “The Negro Speaks of Rivers.” The speaker comes to a greater understanding of what it means to be an old soul.
	Language
How does the language (including word choice and figurative language) in the poem influence meaning?

“Tree my baby brothers can lean on” (7)–shows how he provides strength for others.
“Raft that helps carry them” (8)–shows how he carries his siblings through difficult times.

	Theme
What is a theme of this poem?

Difficult events can give us deep strength.
Being mature means learning to help and care for others.


Putting it All Together

Below, write a paragraph explaining how the poet uses structure and language to develop a theme. Be sure to introduce the poem, state the theme, and support your interpretation with specific references to the structure and the language in the text.

“David’s Old Soul” by Nikki Grimes develops the theme that we can find deep strength within ourselves to help others. The writer structures the poem using a line from 
“The Negro Speaks of Rivers” by Langston Hughes. In that poem, Hughes connects the speaker’s history to the history of all black people. Hughes shows how it is possible to draw strength from the past. For David, the speaker of “David’s Old Soul,” strength is found deep within himself. He is told that he has an “old soul” (2). He learns what that means by looking inside of himself and learning to be strong. The author uses figurative language such as comparing David to a “tree my baby brothers can lean on” (7) to show how he uses this strength in himself to help others. Like the speaker in “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” David’s soul has “grown deep like the rivers,” so he can help others.
Making Connections

What other poems, songs, or visual art pieces does this poem remind you of? What themes do they share? In what ways are they similar in structure or use of language? Capture your thinking below.

	Titles of works (poems, songs, or visual art)
	Type of Connection (theme, structure, or language) and Explanation

	“The Negro Speaks of Rivers”
	The poet takes the idea of finding strength in the past and applies it to a personal situation. The speaker in “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” was showing the rich history and strength of black people. In “David’s Old Soul,” the speaker finds strength “deep” within himself to help others.

	
	

	
	

	
	


Source: Grimes, Nikki. “David’s Old Soul.” One Last Word: Wisdom from the Harlem Renaissance. Bloomsbury, 2017.
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Poem Title and Author: 

__________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Read the poem. Then complete the steps below.

First Impressions

Turn and Talk with a partner: What is this poem about? How did the poem make you feel? What do you notice? What do you wonder?

Analysis

Reread the poem. Complete the chart below.

	Gist
How is the poem organized?

What is the gist of each section (line, couplet, or stanza) of the poem?

	Structure

How does structure

(including rhyme and repetition) contribute to meaning?


	Language

How does the language (including word choice and figurative language) in the poem influence meaning?



	Theme

What is a theme of this poem?




Putting it All Together

Below, write a paragraph explaining how the poet uses structure and language to develop a theme. Be sure to introduce the poem, state the theme, and support your interpretation with specific references to the structure and the language in the text.

Making Connections

What other poems, songs, or visual art pieces does this poem remind you of? What themes do they share? In what ways are they similar in structure or use of language? Capture your thinking below.

	Titles of works (poems, songs, or visual art)
	Type of Connection (theme, structure, or language) and Explanation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Harlem Renaissance Themes Anchor Chart
RL.7.1, RL.7.2
(Example for Teacher Reference)
How has the author developed a theme?

Directions: Identify a theme you have seen represented multiple times in the work so far. Collect evidence of that theme below.

	Title and Synopsis of Work

What is the form of the work (poem, song, story, artwork)? What is the gist of the work? What is it mainly about?

	The poem “David’s Old Soul” is about how a young man steps into a role caring for and protecting his younger siblings.

	Theme 

(a statement—not one word; may be revised as evidence grows)

	Difficult events can give us deep strength. Being mature means learning to help and care for others.

	Evidence of Theme 

Provide line, stanza, or page number or part of the artwork (foreground, background, top, right corner, etc.).

	“Tree my baby brothers can lean on” (7) shows how he provides strength for others
“Raft that helps carry them” (8) shows how he shields his siblings during difficult times.

	How does the author/artist develop the theme? (For artwork, the theme may be communicated by different parts of the piece or the whole piece and may not develop over the course of the piece. However, details may add to or change the theme.)

	The writer structures the poem using a line from “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” by Langston Hughes. In that poem, Hughes connects his history to the history of all black people, and shows how it is possible to draw strength from the past. For David, the speaker of “David’s Old Soul,” strength is also found deep within himself. He is told that he has an “old soul” (2). He learns what that means by looking inside of himself and learning to be strong. The author uses figurative language such as comparing David to a “tree my baby brothers can lean on” (7) to show how he uses this strength in himself to help others.


Source: Grimes, Nikki. “David’s Old Soul.” One Last Word: Wisdom from the Harlem Renaissance. Bloomsbury, 2017.

Analyze Structure, Language, and Theme: 
“David’s Old Soul”
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.4
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
1. Read the following excerpt, and answer the questions below.

“But now that our family has / dwindled to just Mom and us kids, I’ve grown / into a man.”

What is the meaning of dwindled as it is used in this excerpt?

a. dealt

b. driven

c. decreased
d. deepened

2. What has helped David understand what it means to have an “old soul”?

a. discovering his true name

b. moving away from home

c. becoming frustrated with his mother

d. having to take responsibility for his siblings
3. How does the line Grimes borrows from “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” relate to the ideas of this poem?

a. by comparing David to historical figures

b. by showing David discovering a troubling secret

c. by showing how difficult times can give us deep strength
d. by showing how people often take a long time to discover who they are

4. Read the following excerpt, and answer the question below.

“So I stand strong like / a tree my baby brothers can lean on. I try to be the / raft that helps carry them over this life’s rough rivers.”

What is the effect of David comparing himself to a “tree” and a “raft”?

a. It shows that he helps others.
b. It shows how difficult life can be.

c. It shows how he feels used by others.

d. It shows how he would like to escape.

5. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A

What is a theme in the poem?

a. Listening to your elders is important.

b. Taking care of yourself should come first.

c. The most difficult problems are sometimes invisible.

d. Being mature means learning to help and care for others.
Part B

How does the author develop this theme?

e. by describing the speaker finding his strength
f. by showing the speaker’s anger at his situation

g. by showing the speaker turning away from difficulty

h. by describing the speaker’s confusion at his situation

6. How does “David’s Old Soul” expand upon the themes in “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”? How do the lines that Grimes chose for the Golden Shovel help demonstrate this connection?

Answers will vary, but may include: The poem “David’s Old Soul” takes the idea of finding strength in the past and applies it to a personal situation. The speaker in “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” was showing the rich history and strength of black people. In “David’s Old Soul,” the speaker finds strength “deep” within himself to help others. From Hughes’ poem, Grimes uses the line “my soul has grown deep like the rivers.” This line shows how people can be connected to something deep within them and to the past. It seems that David has found strength within himself. That strength might also come from the people before him.
Source: Grimes, Nikki. “David’s Old Soul.” One Last Word: Wisdom from the Harlem Renaissance. Bloomsbury, 2017.

Analyze Structure, Language, and Theme: 
“David’s Old Soul”
RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.4
Name:
Date:


7. Read the following excerpt, and answer the questions below.

“But now that our family has / dwindled to just Mom and us kids, I’ve grown / into a man.”

What is the meaning of dwindled as it is used in this excerpt?

a. dealt

b. driven

c. decreased

d. deepened

8. What has helped David understand what it means to have an “old soul”?

a. discovering his true name

b. moving away from home

c. becoming frustrated with his mother

d. having to take responsibility for his siblings

9. How does the line Grimes borrows from “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” relate to the ideas of this poem?

a. by comparing David to historical figures

b. by showing David discovering a troubling secret

c. by showing how difficult times can give us deep strength

d. by showing how people often take a long time to discover who they are

10. Read the following excerpt, and answer the question below.

“So I stand strong like / a tree my baby brothers can lean on. I try to be the / raft that helps carry them over this life’s rough rivers.”

What is the effect of David comparing himself to a “tree” and a “raft”?

a. It shows that he helps others.

b. It shows how difficult life can be.

c. It shows how he feels used by others.

d. It shows how he would like to escape.

11. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A

What is a theme in the poem?

a. Listening to your elders is important.

b. Taking care of yourself should come first.

c. The most difficult problems are sometimes invisible.

d. Being mature means learning to help and care for others.

Part B

How does the author develop this theme?

e. by describing the speaker finding his strength

f. by showing the speaker’s anger at his situation

g. by showing the speaker turning away from difficulty

h. by describing the speaker’s confusion at his situation

12. How does “David’s Old Soul” expand upon the themes in “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”? How do the lines that Grimes chose for the Golden Shovel help demonstrate this connection?

Source: Grimes, Nikki. “David’s Old Soul.” One Last Word: Wisdom from the Harlem Renaissance. Bloomsbury, 2017.
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