	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	Food Choices
	Grade 8: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 8



Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 8
SL.8.4
(Example for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Review the following speaking and listening checklist, and answer the questions that follow it.

Grade 8: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas Checklist
	Orally present information, findings, and supporting evidence.

	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Notes

	SL.8.4
	Uses appropriate eye contact
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Notes

	SL.8.4
	Uses adequate volume and clear pronunciation
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Notes


1. What does “uses appropriate eye contact” look like? Note any descriptors of this criteria in the space below.

Appropriate eye contact looks like: not being distracted by other events or conversations in the room, keeping my eyes on the speaker or on the texts we are examining, keeping body movement to a minimum, body is arranged to see the speaker, etc.
2. What does “uses adequate volume and clear pronunciation” look and sound like? Note any descriptors of this criteria in the space below.

Adequate volume and clear pronunciation looks like: speaking so my partner, or audience, can hear, not talking too quickly or too slowly, sounding out unfamiliar words when necessary, not talking down to the paper, etc.
3. Set one goal, related to one (or both) of the criteria above, that you will strive toward in your partner work today.

Responses will vary, but may include: I want to work on speaking up (using adequate volume) when doing my partner work.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 8

SL.8.4

Name:
Date: 


Directions: Review the following speaking and listening checklist, and answer the questions that follow it.

Grade 8: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas Checklist

	Orally present information, findings, and supporting evidence.

	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Notes

	SL.8.4
	Uses appropriate eye contact
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Notes

	SL.8.4
	Uses adequate volume and clear pronunciation
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Notes


4. What does “uses appropriate eye contact” look like? Note any descriptors of this criteria in the space below.

5. What does “uses adequate volume and clear pronunciation” look and sound like? Note any descriptors of this criteria in the space below.

6. Set one goal, related to one (or both) of the criteria above, that you will strive toward in your partner work today.

Language Dive Guide: Model Essay: 
“GMOs,” Paragraph 1

W.8.2a, L.8.1b, L.8.3a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

In other ways, the safety and benefit of GMOs are still being questioned. (from paragraph 1 of Model Essay: “GMOs” by EL Education)

Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: To help students address the daily learning target 
(I can plan an introduction to an informative essay that includes a strong focus statement) and W.8.2a by providing an example of the first sentence in a focus statement from a model essay. This sentence also helps to address L.8.1b because it is written in passive voice. Supporting Standards: SL.8.1

· Guiding Question: To help students respond to the guiding question (What factors influence our access to healthy food?), this sentence makes a statement about a factor: GMOs.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses the passive voice with the purpose of emphasizing the recipient of an action. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: are still being questioned.
· Practice and Transfer: After discussing the focus structure, students practice using it to discuss something in their lives. Students transfer their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing informative essays in preparation for the Desktop Teaching Protocol on the End of Unit 2 Assessment.

Time

10 minutes

Key

Red
Throughout the Language Dive

Refer to the instructions provided in the first three Language Dives of Module 1.

Launch

· Invite students to review the first two sentences of the focus structure in Model Essay: “GMOs.”

Deconstruct

· Invite students to put their finger by this sentence from Model Essay: “GMOs” on their note-catchers: In other ways, the safety and benefit of GMOs are still being questioned.

· Read aloud the sentence twice, and then ask students to take turns reading the sentence aloud with their partners. 

· Ask:

“What does this sentence mean to you?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.) 
In other ways,

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: In other ways,
· Ask:

“Consider the sentence that comes before this one in the focus statement of the model essay. Why do you think the writer starts this sentence with this chunk?” (To link the information together. The sentence before this one previews information about ways in which GMOs provide access to healthy food.) 

“What kind of information do you expect to follow this linking phrase?” (This linking phrase signals that the information to follow will be about something other than how GMOs improve access to healthy food.)

· As needed, to support students in responding to the question above, invite them to reread the first two sentences of the focus statement of Model Essay: “GMOs.” 

the safety and benefit of GMOs 

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: the safety and benefit of GMOs
· Ask:

“Is this chunk talking about something positive or negative? What makes you think so?” (Positive. Safety and benefit are generally considered favorable things.)

“What do you already know about the safety and benefit of GMOs from your research?” (Responses will vary. Acknowledge and encourage all replies.)
are still being questioned.

Deconstruct (Focus Structure)

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: are still being questioned.
· Ask:

“What are still being questioned?” (the safety and benefit of GMOs)

“Can you figure out the main verb in this predicate?” (questioned)
· Underline questioned in red, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
“Can you figure out the helping verbs in this predicate?” (are; being)

· Underline are and being in red, and invite students to do the same on their note-catchers. 
· Explain to students that this verb is written in passive voice. In English, most sentences are written in active voice, but writers sometimes use passive voice to emphasize something important. Passive voice looks slightly different depending on a verb’s tense, but verbs in passive voice are formed by using the helping verb to be with the past participle (-en or -ed) of the main verb. 

· Display the predicate in active voice: are still questioning
· Ask:

“What differences do you notice between this present continuous verb in active and passive voice? (Responses will vary, but look for students to notice that the active voice predicate has only one helping verb [are], whereas the passive construction has two [are; being], and that the main verb question ends in -ing in the active voice predicate and in -ed in the passive voice predicate.)

Practice (Focus Structure)

· Display the sentence:

Students are reading articles about GMOs.

· Display the sentence frame:

Articles about GMOs _____________________________________________ by students.


passive present continuous verb
(is/are + being + verb + -en/-ed = passive present continuous verb)

(object + passive present continuous verb + by + subject = sentence in passive voice)

· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to rewrite the sentence from active to passive voice.”
In other ways, the safety and benefit of GMOs are still being questioned. 

Reconstruct

· Point to and read aloud the entire sentence on display: In other ways, the safety and benefit of GMOs are still being questioned. 

· Ask: 

“Can you figure out who is questioning the safety and benefit of GMOs? How do you know?” (Responses will vary, but look for students to recognize that it’s likely that people in general are questioning this. The subject has been omitted from this sentence, so we have to rely on contextual knowledge to determine this.)

· Tell students that in passive voice, a sentence’s subject appears at the end of the sentence after the word by or is omitted entirely. As needed, refer back to the focus structure practice sentence frame for an example of this.

· Ask:

“The subject of the verb in this sentence has been omitted. If the safety and benefit of GMOs isn’t the subject, what is it?” (It’s the direct object.) 

· If productive, give an example to cue students to expand the conversation:

“What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (Responses will vary.)

· After inviting responses, write and display students’ ideas.

· Display the sentence in active voice to help students see that the safety and benefit of GMOs is the direct object:

People are still questioning the safety and benefit of GMOs.

· Ask:

“How does this sentence help to introduce the topic of Model Essay: ‘GMOs’”? (It previews the second point that supports the main claim of the essay.)

“What does this sentence tell us about the topic of the essay: How GMOs impact our access to healthy food?” (It tells us that there may be problems with the safety and benefit of GMOs.)

“Is this sentence previewing a positive or negative effect of GMOs on access to healthy food?” (Negative. It’s telling us that there may be problems with GMOs.)

· Ask:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

On the other hand, _______________________ ________________________________.


direct object
passive present continuous verb
(linking phrase + direct object + passive present continuous verb)

(is/are + being + verb + -en/-ed = passive present continuous verb)

· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to draft a sentence in the focus statement of your essay that introduces the second point you will discuss.” 

· Remind students that posting the chunks in language categories will help them use the language again for future speaking and writing tasks.

· Call on volunteers:

“Now take each chunk and post it to the appropriate column of the Language Chunk Wall. You can refer to these chunks again as you speak and write.”

	Language to Connect Words, Phrases, Clauses
	Nouns and Noun Phrases and Clauses (people, places, things, ideas)
	Verbs and Verb Phrases

	In other ways, 
	the safety and benefit of GMOs 
	are still being questioned. 


Linguistic Reference

· In other ways, (adverb phrase/linking phrase) 

· the safety and benefit of GMOs (noun phrase/direct object)

· are still being questioned. (passive present continuous verb)

Language Dive: Model Essay: “GMOs,”
Paragraph 1 Sentence Chunk Strips

	In other ways,

	the safety and benefit of GMOs

	are still being questioned.


Language Dive: Model Essay: 
“GMOs,” Paragraph 1 Note-Catcher

W.8.2a, L.8.1b, L.8.3a

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

In other ways, the safety and benefit of GMOs are still being questioned.

7. Read the sentence, then use the sentence frame to rewrite it in passive voice.

Students are reading articles about GMOs.
Articles about GMOs are being read by students. 

(is/are + being + verb + -en/-ed = passive present continuous verb)

(object + passive present continuous verb + by + subject = sentence in passive voice)

8. Complete the sentence frame to draft a sentence in the focus statement of your essay that introduces the second point you will discuss.

On the other hand, the benefits of organic food are being determined.

(linking phrase + direct object + passive present continuous verb)

(is/are + being + verb + -en/-ed = passive present continuous verb)
Language Dive: Model Essay: 
“GMOs,” Paragraph 1 Note-Catcher

W.8.2a, L.8.1b, L.8.3a

Name:
Date: 


In other ways, the safety and benefit of GMOs are still being questioned.

9. Read the sentence, then use the sentence frame to rewrite it in passive voice.

Students are reading articles about GMOs.
Articles about GMOs _________________________________________ by students. 


passive present continuous verb
(is/are + being + verb + -en/-ed = passive present continuous verb)

(object + passive present continuous verb + by + subject = sentence in passive voice)

10. Complete the sentence frame to draft a sentence in the focus statement of your essay that introduces the second point you will discuss.

On the other hand, ________________________________________________________

direct object
___________________________________________. 


passive present continuous verb
(linking phrase + direct object + passive present continuous verb)

(is/are + being + verb + -en/-ed = passive present continuous verb)
Model Essay: “CSAs”

RI.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.9, L.8.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)

W.8.2d, L.8.6: Uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary such as exchange, shares, and subscription to manage topic complexity. Module topic, access to healthy food and choices, evident in introduction.
W.8.2a: Topic clearly and concisely introduced; previews the information about CSAs that is to follow. Focus statement clearly communicates essay topic, how CSAs impact access to healthy food.
W.8.2a: Effectively communicated and strongly maintained focus. Next two paragraphs use evidence to elaborate on focus statement around how CSAs increase access to healthy food.

Prompt: How do CSAs influence our access to healthy food?

Access to healthy food is a basic human need, and it can be complicated. In America today, many factors influence our access to healthy food. Do we have enough money to buy healthy food? Is healthy food available where we live? Can we find food that is grown in good soil? Can we find food that is free of chemicals that might cause harm? Can our soil and water contribute to growing healthy food? Can we find healthy food from healthy animals? All of these are factors we consider when we think about access to healthy food. Today, one way of getting food is through a CSA. The term CSA stands for “community supported agriculture.” CSAs work by subscription. At the beginning of the growing season, people buy shares in a local farm. In exchange, they get fruits and vegetables (and sometimes meat or dairy) over the course of the growing season. This is usually around twenty weeks, from June through October (Cleveland Clinic, 2016). One estimate from Penn State says that between 30,000 and 50,000 people in the United States belong to a CSA (Penn State Extension, 2014). CSAs have an influence on our access to healthy food. They have many advantages. Two of the most important are the high quality of the food itself and the positive impact on the use of fossil fuels.
There is general agreement that CSAs can produce high-quality food. Much of this is because it is locally grown, and the consumers eat it shortly after it has been harvested. Food that comes from far away is older. It has traveled many miles and has probably sat in a warehouse, before you buy it (Grobinger, University of Vermont, 2010). According to dietician Beth Bluestone from the Cleveland Clinic, “Once produce is harvested, its optimal nutritional value decreases, specifically in vitamins A, B, C and E” (Cleveland Clinic, 2016). Food from a local CSA, however, is ready to eat shortly after harvest. This means that the food from a CSA is very fresh and has higher nutrient levels. Clearly, the food that people get from a CSA is likely to be healthier than even the food from a supermarket, because it has been so recently picked. Besides the benefit of being so fresh, food from a CSA gives the consumer many choices (Cleveland Clinic, 2016). Depending on the time in the growing season, the weekly CSA box contains many different types of fruits and vegetables. In early summer, the customer may get berries, lettuce, and asparagus. Later, foods could include potatoes, watermelon, and apples. The local CSA also gives out information and recipes about how to use this variety of fresh food (Cleveland Clinic, 2016). All of this makes it easier for people to eat healthy food, so their access to healthy food has increased.
In addition to increasing access to healthy food through freshness and variety, CSAs increase access to healthy food by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels. In The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Michael Pollan points out that food generally has to travel around 1,500 miles to get from the farmer to the consumer (Pollan, 158). That means a lot of fossil fuel is burned just moving food. Compared to that, CSA crops are local and so travel only a very short distance to get to the consumer. As Utah State University Extension notes, “Reducing the distance food travels (food miles) cuts down on associated fossil fuel consumption, air pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions” (Utah State University Extension, 2012). This reduction in fossil fuel use matters a lot for the environment. The climate of the planet is changing; the average temperature has gone up by 1.5 degrees Fahrenheit since 1800. Burning fossil fuels is the major cause of this increase (Union of Concerned Scientists, 2015). While 1.5 degrees may not seem like a lot, scientists agree that it is making a huge difference. Ultimately, how healthy the planet is will have a lot to do with people’s access to healthy food. So, cutting down on fossil fuel use by buying food from CSAs will improve access to healthy food.
W.8.2c: Well-chosen transitions create cohesion and clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. “In addition to” links both parts of focus statement and the two ideas to be discussed.
W.8.2b: Effective use of various elaborative techniques.

RI.8.1, W.8.9: Comprehensive evidence is integrated, relevant, and specific and supports the points that CSA can increase access to healthy food.
W.8.2f: Conclusion synthesizes explanation and offers relevant insights/reflection. Conclusion restates focus statement and explains why we should support the creation of more CSAs.
W.8.2a: Uses Painted Essay® structure and well-chosen formatting to enhance comprehension, organize complexity, and make important connections and distinctions. Graphics and multimedia are not necessary.

Overall, most indications are that CSAs improve people’s access to healthy food. Even though 50,000 people using them does not seem like a lot, CSAs play an important part for those users in having reliable access to healthy food. If we as a society could support the creation of more CSAs, we would be serving our people and our planet well, both now and in the future.

Sources:

Brain, Roslynn. “The Local Food Movement: Definitions, Benefits, and Resources.” Utah State University, September 2012. Web.

“Five Reasons Fruit and Veggies from CSA Farms Are Different.” Cleveland Clinic, 3 June 2016. Web.

Grubinger, Vern. “Ten Reasons to Buy Local Food.” University of Vermont Extension, April 2010. Web.

“Infographic: Climate Science vs. Fossil Fuel Fiction.” Union of Concerned Scientists, 16 March 2015. Web.

Kelley, Kathleen M., et al., editors. “Community Supported Agriculture (CSA).” Penn State University Extension, 29 Jan. 2014. Web.

Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.

Model Essay: “CSAs”

RI.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.9, L.8.6

Name:
Date: 


Prompt: How do CSAs influence our access to healthy food?

Access to healthy food is a basic human need, and it can be complicated. In America today, many factors influence our access to healthy food. Do we have enough money to buy healthy food? Is healthy food available where we live? Can we find food that is grown in good soil? Can we find food that is free of chemicals that might cause harm? Can our soil and water contribute to growing healthy food? Can we find healthy food from healthy animals? All of these are factors we consider when we think about access to healthy food. Today, one way of getting food is through a CSA. The term CSA stands for “community supported agriculture.” CSAs work by subscription. At the beginning of the growing season, people buy shares in a local farm. In exchange, they get fruits and vegetables (and sometimes meat or dairy) over the course of the growing season. This is usually around twenty weeks, from June through October (Cleveland Clinic, 2016). One estimate from Penn State says that between 30,000 and 50,000 people in the United States belong to a CSA (Penn State Extension, 2014). CSAs have an influence on our access to healthy food. They have many advantages. Two of the most important are the high quality of the food itself, and the positive impact on the use of fossil fuels.

There is general agreement that CSAs can produce high-quality food. Much of this is because it is locally grown, and the consumers eat it shortly after it has been harvested. Food that comes from far away is older. It has traveled many miles, and has probably sat in a warehouse, before you buy it (Grobinger, University of Vermont, 2010). According to dietician Beth Bluestone from the Cleveland Clinic, “Once produce is harvested, its optimal nutritional value decreases, specifically in vitamins A, B, C and E” (Cleveland Clinic, 2016). Food from a local CSA, however, is ready to eat shortly after harvest. This means that the food from a CSA is very fresh and has higher nutrient levels. Clearly, the food that people get from a CSA is likely to be healthier than even the food from a supermarket, because it has been so recently picked. Besides the benefit of being so fresh, food from a CSA gives the consumer many choices (Cleveland Clinic, 2016). Depending on the time in the growing season, the weekly CSA box contains many different types of fruits and vegetables. In early summer, the customer may get berries, lettuce, and asparagus. Later, foods could include potatoes, watermelon, and apples. The local CSA also gives out information and recipes about how to use this variety of fresh food (Cleveland Clinic, 2016). All of this makes it easier for people to eat healthy food, so their access to healthy food has increased.

In addition to increasing access to healthy food through freshness and variety, CSAs increase access to healthy food by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels. In The Omnivore’s Dilemma, Michael Pollan points out that food generally has to travel around 1,500 miles to get from the farmer to the consumer (Pollan, 158). That means a lot of fossil fuel is burned just moving food. Compared to that, CSA crops are local and so travel only a very short distance to get to the consumer. As Utah State University Extension notes, “Reducing the distance food travels (food miles) cuts down on associated fossil fuel consumption, air pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions” (Utah State University Extension, 2012). This reduction in fossil fuel use matters a lot for the environment. The climate of the planet is changing; the average temperature has gone up by 1.5 degrees Fahrenheit since 1800. Burning fossil fuels is the major cause of this increase (Union of Concerned Scientists, 2015). While 1.5 degrees may not seem like a lot, scientists agree that it is making a huge difference. Ultimately, how healthy the planet is will have a lot to do with people’s access to healthy food. So, cutting down on fossil fuel use by buying food from CSAs will improve access to healthy food.
Overall, most indications are that CSAs improve people’s access to healthy food. Even though 50,000 people using them does not seem like a lot, CSAs play an important part for those users in having reliable access to healthy food. If we as a society could support the creation of more CSAs, we would be serving our people and our planet well, both now and in the future.

Sources:

Brain, Roslynn. “The Local Food Movement: Definitions, Benefits, and Resources.” Utah State University, September 2012. Web.

“Five Reasons Fruit and Veggies from CSA Farms Are Different.” Cleveland Clinic, 3 June 2016. Web.

Grubinger, Vern. “Ten Reasons to Buy Local Food.” University of Vermont Extension, April 2010. Web.

“Infographic: Climate Science vs. Fossil Fuel Fiction.” Union of Concerned Scientists, 16 March 2015. Web.

Kelley, Kathleen M., et al., editors. “Community Supported Agriculture (CSA).” Penn State University Extension, 29 Jan. 2014. Web.

Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.

Informative Writing: Independent Research
Essay Directions

RI.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, L.8.6

Name:
Date: 


Write an Individual Research Essay

Background
Throughout Unit 2, you have researched GMOs as a class and then chosen an individual research case to study independently. In this informative essay, you will use your research note-catchers and evidence collected to write about the harms and advancements evident in your selected case study.

Prompt

Your essay will address the prompt: “How do(es) ____________ influence our access to healthy food?”

REMEMBER: A well-written informative essay

· introduces the topic and clearly states a focus statement;

· provides logically ordered points that are supported by relevant examples, evidence, and details to explain your thinking;

· links the focus statement, points, and evidence using words and phrases;

· provides a conclusion that restates and reflects on the focus statement presented; and

· follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).

Use the following documents to assist you in writing your essay:

· The Omnivore’s Dilemma
· Individual research texts

· Model Essay: “GMOs”

· Painted Essay® Template

· Access to Healthy Food: Independent Research note-catcher

· Researcher’s Toolbox handout

· Informative Writing Plan graphic organizer

· Informative Writing: “GMOs” checklist

· Vocabulary logs

· Online or print dictionaries (including ELL and home language dictionaries)

Informative Writing: “CSAs” Checklist

W.8.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)
	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of This Informative Writing Piece
	Date 
Completed

	RI.8.1, W.8.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	Focus shows an understanding of the topic, and points align to the focus on increasing access to healthy food. Adequate evidence supports the focus.
	

	W.8.2a
	I provide a clear focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	Clearly stated focus that mentions two points, both regarding how the topic increases access to healthy food. Each Proof Paragraph is based on one of these main points.
	

	W.8.2a


	I introduce the topic clearly, giving readers a preview of the piece.
	Introduces the topic and gives context for the research case study. Highlights two ways they increase access to healthy food.
	

	W.8.2f
	I have a conclusion that supports the information presented.
	The conclusion relates back to the focus statement, summarizes the main points, and provides further reflection on the increases in access to healthy food from the author’s research.
	

	W.8.2a


	I use strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect to organize information.
	Information is organized into increases in access to healthy food.
	

	W.8.2c


	I use a variety of appropriate transitions to show how ideas and information connect.
	Uses varied transitions to make ideas clear, such as Overall, According to, In addition to, So, and Ultimately
	

	W.8.2b


	I use relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my thinking.
	The Proof Paragraphs include evidence about the increases in access to healthy food, and details support the focus of the essay.
	

	W.8.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	Not applicable
	

	W.8.2d,
L.8.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	Uses appropriate vocabulary such as fossil fuels and emissions.
	

	W.8.4 (partial),
W.8.2e
	I use a formal style.
	Style is formal and academic throughout.
	

	L.8.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	Words and sentences follow appropriate rules of writing.
	

	L.8.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	Spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	


Informative Writing: “CSAs” Checklist

W.8.2

Name:
Date: 


	Standard
	Characteristics
of Effective
Informative Writing
	Characteristics of This
Informative Writing Piece
	Date 
Completed

	RI.8.1, W.8.9
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	
	

	W.8.2a
	I provide a clear focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	
	

	W.8.2a


	I introduce the topic clearly, giving readers a preview of the piece.
	
	

	W.8.2f


	I have a conclusion that supports the information presented.
	
	

	W.8.2a


	I use strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect to organize information.
	
	

	W.8.2c


	I use a variety of appropriate transitions to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	

	W.8.2b
	I use relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my thinking.
	
	

	W.8.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	Not applicable


	

	W.8.2d,
L.8.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	
	

	W.8.4 (partial),
W.8.2e
	I use a formal style.
	
	

	L.8.1


	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.8.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Informative Writing Plan: 
“GMOs” Graphic Organizer

W.8.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Focus Question: 
How do GMOs influence our access to healthy food?

Focus

What is the main idea of your piece?

GMOs influence our access to healthy food, which can increase people’s access to food that is better for them, but there is not enough research about the safety and benefits.

Introduction 

How will you catch the reader’s attention?

· Accessing healthy food is a basic need.

· It is complicated.

· Ask a series of questions like: Do we have enough money? Is it available?

What context do you need to give your reader?

· Give definition of GMOs

· Explain how they are made

· Give example of frost-resistant strawberries

Write your focus statement.

GMOs influence our access to healthy food. In many ways, GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food. In other ways, the safety and benefit of GMOs are still being questioned.

What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

First Point: There are many cases in which GMOs seem to improve Americans’ access to healthy food.

Second Point: Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain.

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 1

What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

There are many cases in which GMOs seem to improve Americans’ access to healthy food.

Evidence
What evidence from the texts supports this point?

· A review of 6,000 studies between 1996 and 2016 showed that GMOs had increased production of corn by up to 25 percent (Dovey, 2018).

· GMO canola oil has fewer trans fats than regular canola oil (bestfoods.org).

· Farmers who grow GMO corn have been able to use fewer pesticides (Brody, 2018).

How does this evidence support this point?

· GMO corn has increased the amount of corn available.

· Much of the food supply depends on many animals eating corn.

· Some people have been worried that there is a nutritional difference between GMO and non-GMO food.

· There seems to be no difference.

· It’s harder for harmful insects to survive.

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 2

What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

Although GMOs seem to improve access to healthy food, questions about the safety of using GMOs still remain.

Evidence
What evidence from the texts supports this point?

· The New York Times reported in 2018 about a GMO called EnlistDuo. It is supposed to make crop plants more resistant to weed-killing chemicals. However, it has been found to increase the prevalence of a cancer called non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma (Brody, 2018).

· GMOs have not been in use long enough for us to be certain they are safe (Brody, 2018).

· It is true that pesticide use has fallen by a third with GMOs. This certainly makes for healthier soil. However, the same studies show that herbicide use (weed killers) has increased by 21 percent with GMO crops (Hakim, 2016). 

· “[T]heir corn-based diet . . . makes them ill” (Pollan, 70).

How does this evidence support this point?

· questions about long-term effects on consumers’ health

· GMOs may prove to decrease people’s access to healthy food.

· may be dangerous to consume or may have a negative impact on our food industry

· GMOs have improved corn yields but may not have an entirely helpful impact.

· Are GMOs really good for the soil and the supply of healthy food?

· Cattle have to be given antibiotics, which causes other problems.

Conclusion 

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

Overall, there are indications that GMOs improve people’s access to healthy food. At the same time, many questions and potential harms to health remain.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

· Reliable access to healthy food is too important. 

· Don’t leave it to chance.

· Study and monitor the effects of GMOs on humans, animals, and the environment.

My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Brody, Jane. “Are G.M.O Foods Safe?” New York Times, 23 April 2018. Web.

Brody, Jane. “Fears, Not Facts, Support G.M.O.-Free Food.” New York Times, 8 June 2015. Web.

Dovey, Dana. “GMO Corn Is Safe and Even Has Health Benefits, Analysis of 6,000 Studies Concludes.” Newsweek, 22 Feb. 2018. Web.

Erdosh, George, and Marcia Amidon Lusted. “To GMO or Not to GMO?” Odyssey Magazine, 1 Feb. 2014, pp. 15–19. Web.

“GMO Facts.” The Non-GMO Project, www.nongmoproject.org/gmo-facts/.
Hakim, Danny. “Doubts about the Promised Bounty of Genetically Modified Crops.” New York Times, 29 Oct. 2016. Web.

Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
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(Example for Teacher Reference)

Focus Question:
How do CSAs influence our access to healthy food? 

Focus

What is the main idea of your piece?

CSAs positively impact our access to healthy food and have many advantages. The food in CSAs is high quality, healthy food and because CSAs are a local food, they have a positive impact on how many fossil fuels are used to transport them.

Introduction 

How will you catch the reader’s attention?

· Accessing healthy food is a basic need

· It is complicated

· Ask a series of questions like: Do we have enough money? Is it available?

What context do you need to give your reader?

· Give definition of CSAs

· Explain how people participate in and use CSAs

· Give a statistic of how many people use CSAs

Write your focus statement.

CSAs have an influence on our access to healthy food. They have many advantages. Two of the most important are the high quality of the food itself and the positive impact on the use of fossil fuels.

What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

First Point: There is general agreement that CSAs can produce high quality food. 

Second Point: In addition to increasing access to healthy food through freshness and variety, CSAs increase access to healthy food by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels.

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 1

What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

There is general agreement that CSAs can produce high quality food.

Evidence
What evidence from the texts supports this point?

· Food that comes from far away is older. It has traveled many miles, and has probably sat in a warehouse, before you buy it (Grobinger, University of Vermont, 2010).
· “Once produce is harvested, its optimal nutritional value decreases, specifically in vitamins A, B, C and E” (Cleveland Clinic, 2016).

· Besides the benefit of being so fresh, food from a CSA gives the consumer many choices (Cleveland Clinic, 2016).

· Depending on the time in the growing season, the weekly CSA box contains many different types of fruits and vegetables. In early summer, the customer may get berries, lettuce, and asparagus. Later, foods could include potatoes, watermelon, and apples. The local CSA also gives out information and recipes about how to use this variety of fresh food (Cleveland Clinic, 2016).

How does this evidence support this point?

CSA food is:

· locally grown, consumers eat it shortly after it has been harvested.

· ready to eat shortly after harvest. 

· very fresh and has higher nutrient levels. 

· likely to be healthier than the food from a supermarket, it has been so recently picked.

· CSAs make it easier for people to eat healthy food.

· access to healthy food increases.

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 2

What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

In addition to increasing access to healthy food through freshness and variety, CSAs increase access to healthy food by having a positive impact on the use of fossil fuels.

Evidence
What evidence from the texts supports this point?

· Food generally has to travel around 1,500 miles to get from the farmer to the consumer (Pollan, p. 158).

· “Reducing the distance food travels (food miles) cuts down on associated fossil fuel consumption, air pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions” (Utah State University Extension, 2012). 

· The average temperature has gone up by 1.5 degrees Fahrenheit since 1800. Burning fossil fuels is the major cause of this increase (Union of Concerned Scientists, 2015).

How does this evidence support this point?

· A lot of fossil fuel is burned just moving food. 

· Reduction in fossil fuel use matters a lot for the environment. 

· While 1.5 degrees may not seem like a lot, scientists agree that it makes a huge difference.

· How healthy the planet is will have a lot to do with people’s access to healthy food.

· Cutting down on fossil fuel use by buying food from CSAs will improve access to healthy food.

Conclusion 

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

Overall, most indications are that CSAs improve people’s access to healthy food.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

· CSAs are important for users’ access to healthy food

· Need to support more CSAs

· CSAs serve planet and people well—now and in future

My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Brain, Roslynn. “The Local Food Movement: Definitions, Benefits and Resources.” Utah State University, September 2012.

“Community Supported Agriculture (CSA).” Penn State University Extension, January 29, 2014.

“Five Reasons Fruit and Veggies from CSA Farms Are Different.” Cleveland Clinic, June 3, 2016.

Grubinger, Vern. “Ten Reasons to Buy Local Food.” University of Vermont Extension, April 2010.

“Infographic: Climate Science vs. Fossil Fuel Fiction.” Union of Concerned Scientists, March 16, 2015.

Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma (Young Readers Edition). Penguin Young Readers, 2009.
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Name:
Date: 


Focus Question: How do(es) ____________________________________ influence our access to healthy food? 
Focus

What is the main idea of your piece?

Introduction 

How will you catch the reader’s attention?

What context do you need to give your reader?

Write your focus statement.

What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 1

What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

Evidence
What evidence from the texts supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 2

What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

Evidence
What evidence from the texts supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Conclusion 

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.
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