	Module Title
	Grade X: Module X: Unit X: Lesson X


	The Lost Children of Sudan
	Grade 7: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 9



Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 9

W.7.2a

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: As you enter class, respond to the following prompts.
Read this lesson’s learning target:

· I can plan the introduction of a compare and contrast essay with a strong focus statement.

What is the purpose of the introduction of an essay? What is the purpose of the focus statement?

Responses will vary. Possible response: The purpose of an introduction is to tell all the general information like the title and authors of the texts, the background information, and the focus statement. The purpose of a focus statement is to tell the main points of the essay.
Entrance Ticket: Unit 2, Lesson 9

W.7.2a

Name:
Date:


Directions: As you enter class, respond to the following prompts.
Read this lesson’s learning target:

· I can plan the introduction of a compare and contrast essay with a strong focus statement.

What is the purpose of the introduction of an essay? What is the purpose of the focus statement?

Language Dive Guide: Compare and Contrast Model Essay, Paragraph 1, Focus Statement

W.7.2a, L.7.1a

(For Teacher Reference)

Sentence

Comparing the two texts shows how Park used historical events in the novel. (from Unit 2 Model Compare and Contrast Essay)
Rationale

· Daily Learning Target and Focus Standards: The sentence helps students to address the Daily Learning Target (I can plan the introduction of a compare and contrast essay with a strong focus statement.) and W.7.2.a by providing students with model language structures for comparing and contrasting ideas and information in their own writing.

· Supporting Standards: RL.7.9, L.7.1a

· Guiding Question: The sentence helps students respond to the guiding question (Who are the Lost Children of Sudan, and what is their story?) by comparing two texts written about the Lost Children of Sudan.

· Language Structure: This sentence is compelling because it uses a gerund phrase as its subject with the purpose of introducing a comparison of two texts. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: comparing the two texts.
· Practice and Transfer: After discussing the focus structure, students practice using it to discuss something in their lives. Students transfer their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing their own focus statements, and during the End of Unit 2 Assessment, as they write their own compare and contrast essays.

Time

10 minutes

Throughout the Language Dive

Refer to the instructions provided in the first three Language Dives of Module 1.

Key

Blue

Red

Deconstruct

· Invite students to put their finger by this sentence from the Compare and Contrast Model Essay on their note-catchers: Comparing the two texts shows how Park used historical events in the novel.
· Read aloud the sentence twice, and then ask students to take turns reading the sentence aloud with their partners.

· Say:

“What does this sentence mean to you?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses may vary. Encourage and acknowledge all responses.)
Comparing the two texts 

Deconstruct (Focus Structure)

· Display and read aloud the following sentence chunk strip: comparing the two texts
· Underline comparing the two texts in blue, and invite students to do the same on their note-catcher. (
· Say:

“Comparing the two texts shows how Park used historical events in the novel.” (from Unit 2 Model Compare and Contrast Essay)
“What does comparing mean?” (showing how things are similar to or alike one another)
“What are the two texts?” (A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park and John Deng Langbany’s article “One Day I Had to Run”)
“Why did we underline this phrase in blue?” (Comparing the two texts is the subject of this sentence; while comparing often acts as a verb, in this sentence it acts as part of a noun phrase. This is called a gerund, where a verb form ends in -ing and acts as a noun.)
“What is another way to say this chunk?” (the act of comparing the two texts; the act of finding similarities between the two texts)

“What does this chunk tell us?” (This chunk tells us the sentence is about comparing the two texts. The rest of the sentence will make a statement about the subject comparing the two texts.)

· If productive, cue students to expand the conversation by giving an example.

· Say:

“Can you give an example from the Compare and Contrast Model Essay of the writer comparing the two texts?” (Responses will vary, but should include an example from the model showing similarities between the two texts.)
Practice (Focus Structure)

· Display the sentence frame:

Comparing ____________ and ________________ shows how they both have happy endings.

(Comparing my favorite movie and my favorite book shows how they both have happy endings.)
· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to talk about comparing two things in your own words with your partners.”
shows how

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: shows how
· Underline shows how in red, and invite students to do the same on their note-catcher. (
· Say:

“What does this chunk tell us?” (Shows how means to demonstrate or explain the way something is done. This chunk tells us that the act of comparing the two texts demonstrates the way something done.)
What do we think the next chunk will tell us?” (Responses will vary, but may include something that comparing the two texts demonstrates to us.)
Park used historical events in the novel.

Deconstruct

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: Park used historical events

· Say:

“Who is Park?” (Park refers to Linda Sue Park, the author of the book A Long Walk to Water.)
“What does this chunk tell us Park did?” (Park used historical events, or real things that happened in the past)
· Underline used historical events in red, and invite students to do the same on their note-catcher. (
· Say:

“What historical events did Park use?” (Responses will vary, but should include accounts of the Lost Boys’ experiences.)
“Where did Park use historical events? (in the novel A Long Walk to Water)
Comparing the two texts shows how Park used historical events in the novel.

Reconstruct

· Point to and read aloud the entire sentence on display: Comparing the two texts shows how Park used historical events in the novel.
“What is another way to say this sentence?” (Responses will vary but may include the following: Looking at the similarities between the book A Long Walk to Water and the article “One Day I Had to Run,” it is clear that Park used factual accounts in her book.)
“How did comparing the two texts demonstrate that Park used historical events in her novel?” (The article “One Day I Had to Run” is an informational text that gives factual accounts of people’s experiences during the civil war in Southern Sudan. Because Park’s novel shared similar experiences to this article, it is clear her book is based on historical events.)

“What if we replace comparing in this chunk with the word contrasting? How does that change the meaning?” (Replacing comparing with contrasting would give us the opposite meaning; instead of finding similarities between the two texts, the word contrasting would signal that this sentence is about finding differences between the two texts.)
· After inviting responses, write and display student ideas.

· Say:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

· After inviting responses, write and display students’ ideas.

Practice

· Display the sentence frame:

Comparing Salva and Nya’s story shows how _____________________________. 

(Gerund phrase + verb + independent clause.) 

· Tell students they will have time to think and discuss with their partners.

· Say:

“Use this frame to compare Salva and Nya’s story in your own words with your partner.”

Linguistic Reference

Comparing the two texts (gerund phrase)
shows how (verb phrase)
Park used historical events in the novel. (independent clause)
Language Dive: Compare and Contrast 
Model Essay, Focus Statement Sentence 
Chunk Strips

	Comparing the two texts

	shows how

	Park used historical events in the novel.


Language Dive: Compare and Contrast Model Essay, Focus Statement Note-Catcher

RL.7.9, W.7.2a, L.7.1a

(For Teacher Reference)

Comparing the two texts shows how Park used historical events in the novel.
1. Create a complete sentence by filling in the boxes to compare two different things, showing how they are alike.
	Comparing
	my favorite movie
	and
	my favorite book
	shows how they both have happy endings.


	Sketch something showing how the two things you compared have happy endings.

Drawings will vary.


2. Complete the sentence frame to compare Salva and Nya’s story in your own words:
Comparing Salva and Nya’s story shows how they both persevered through hardships in Sudan.

Language Dive: Compare and Contrast Model Essay, Focus Statement Note-Catcher

RL.7.9, W.7.2a, L.7.1a

Name:
Date:


Comparing the two texts shows how Park used historical events in the novel.
3. Create a complete sentence by filling in the boxes to compare two different things, showing how they are alike.

	Comparing
	
	and
	
	shows how they both have happy endings.


	Sketch something showing how the two things you compared have happy endings.




4. Complete the sentence frame to compare Salva and Nya’s story in your own words:

Comparing Salva and Nya’s story shows how ______________________________________


.

Informative Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

W.7.2

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Focus Question: How has the author of A Long Walk to Water used or altered history in the novel?
Focus

What is the main idea of your piece?

What is your essay mostly about?

Linda Sue Park describes many of the same historical events, but changes the focus.
Introduction
How will you catch the reader’s attention?

How will you interest your reader?

with a bold statement

What context do you need to give your reader?

What important information does your reader need to know?

Sudanese Civil War, Lost Boys, name of texts and authors

Write your focus statement.

Comparing the two texts shows how Park used historical events in the novel. Many of the same major events are described in both texts. However, the authors focus their attention differently in the two accounts.
What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

describe many of the same events; focus attention differently in each event

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 1

What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

describe many of the same events

Evidence

What evidence from the texts supports this point?

Evidence is events, quotes, or information from the texts.

chapters 1–11 in A Long Walk to Water: journey to Ethiopia: hunger, thirst, people dying, dangers
Langbany: “a very hard journey”

Kakuma, A Long Walk to Water: local people “would often sneak in and steal from the refugees” (84). 
Langbany: “the native people treated us badly because they didn’t know us”
How does this evidence support this point?

This evidence shows that both texts describe the same events/experiences.

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 2

What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

Park focuses attention differently in each event.
Evidence

What evidence from the texts supports this point?

Evidence is events, quotes, or information from the texts.

A Long Walk to Water: only chapter 13 on journey from Ethiopia to Kenya
Langbany: half of his article on this journey

Gilo River, A Long Walk to Water: crocodiles most dangerous
Langbany: soldiers shooting

How does this evidence support this point?

This evidence shows how Park focuses on different parts of same events.

Conclusion
Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

Although the article and the novel focus on different parts of the journey, they discuss similar events.
What are your further reflections on this topic?

What other thought do you have about this topic?

probably different reasons for different focuses: ages of boys, different viewpoints
My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
“One Day I Had to Run” by John Deng Langbany

Informative Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

W.7.2

Name:
Date:


Focus Question: 
Focus

What is the main idea of your piece?

Introduction
How will you catch the reader’s attention?

What context do you need to give your reader?

Write your focus statement.

What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 1

What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

Evidence

What evidence from the texts supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 2

What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

Evidence

What evidence from the texts supports this point?

How does this evidence support this point?

Conclusion 

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Informative Writing Plan Graphic Organizer

W.7.2

Name:
Date:


Focus Question: 


Focus

What is the main idea of your piece?

What is your essay mostly about?

Introduction

How will you catch the reader’s attention?

How will you interest your reader?

What context do you need to give your reader?

What important information does your reader need to know?

Write your focus statement.

What are the main points you will be making to support this focus?

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 1

What is the first point that supports your focus statement?

Evidence

What evidence from the texts supports this point?

Evidence is events, quotes, or information from the texts.

How does this evidence support this point?

This evidence shows

Proof Paragraph(s) for Point 2

What is the next point that supports your focus statement?

Evidence

What evidence from the texts supports this point?

Evidence is events, quotes, or information from the texts.

How does this evidence support this point?

This evidence shows

Conclusion 

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

What are your further reflections on this topic?

What other thought do you have about this topic?

My Sources 

List any sources you used in planning your writing.

Informative Writing Checklist

W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.9, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.7

(Example for Teacher Reference)

	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Writing Piece
	Characteristics of This Informative Writing
	Date Completed

	W.7.9, R.7.1


	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	My focus shows that I understand the topic of the Sudanese Civil War, and I use evidence from both texts to support my thinking.
	

	W.7.2a


	I provide a clear focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	I stick to my focus. All of the evidence and examples I use help the reader to better understand my focus statement.
	

	W.7.2a


	I introduce the topic clearly, giving readers a preview of the piece.
	I introduce the Sudanese Civil War and important background information before stating my focus.
	

	W.7.2f


	I have a conclusion that supports the information presented.
	My conclusion restates my focus and includes my own thinking about how the author uses history in the novel.
	

	W.7.2a


	I use strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect to organize information.
	I group information in a way that makes sense.

I use comparison/contrast language to organize my information.
	

	W.7.2c


	I use appropriate transitions to show how ideas and information connect.
	I use compare and contrast transitions from one idea to the next and in between evidence and elaboration.
	

	W.7.2b


	I use relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my thinking.
	I use evidence from both texts to develop the ideas in my Proof Paragraphs and to support my focus statement.
	

	W.7.2a


	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	(This may not be relevant to this essay.)
	

	W.7.2d, L.7.7


	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	I use domain-specific language to describe the history and context of A Long Walk to Water and 
“The ‘Lost Girls’ of Sudan.”
	

	W.7.4 (partial), W.7.2e
	I use a formal style.
	
	

	L.7.3


	I use language that expresses my ideas concisely.
	
	

	L.7.1


	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.7.2


	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Informative Writing Checklist

W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.9, L.7.1, L.7.2, L.7.3, L.7.7

Name:
Date:


	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Writing Piece
	Characteristics of This Informative Writing
	Date Completed

	W.7.9, R.7.1
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	
	

	W.7.2a
	I provide a clear focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	
	

	W.7.2a
	I introduce the topic clearly, giving readers a preview of the piece.
	
	

	W.7.2f
	I have a conclusion that supports the information presented.
	
	

	W.7.2a
	I use strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect to organize information.
	
	

	W.7.2c
	I use appropriate transitions to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	

	W.7.2b
	I use relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my thinking.
	
	

	W.7.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	

	W.7.2d, L.7.7
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	
	

	W.7.4 (partial), W.7.2e
	I use a formal style.
	
	

	L.7.3
	I use language that expresses my ideas concisely.
	
	

	L.7.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.7.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
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