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Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
A River of Words Note-Catcher
RI.4.4, L.4.4

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
	Text
	Gist
What is it 
mostly about?
	Unfamiliar 
Vocabulary
	Meaning/
Translation
(use a dictionary 
if you need to)

	Pages 2–8
· Beginning at “When I was younger …”
· Ending at “… make pictures in his mind.”
	
	
	

	Pages 9–16
· Beginning at “One night, alone in his room …”
· Ending at “… still write poetry?”
	
	
	

	Pages 17–21
· Beginning at “At age nineteen …”
· Ending at “… stop writing poems.”
	
	
	


	Text
	Gist

What is it 
mostly about?
	Unfamiliar 
Vocabulary
	Meaning/
Translation

(use a dictionary 
if you need to)

	Pages 22–26
· Beginning at “On his prescription pads …”
· Ending at “… shaped them into poems.”
	
	
	

	Pages 27–28
William Carlos Williams Timeline

	
	
	

	Page 29
Author’s Note

	
	
	

	Page 30
Illustrator’s Note

	
	
	


Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
A River of Words Note-Catcher
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.4.4, L.4.4

Note: Responses in the Unfamiliar Vocabulary column will vary. Words students are likely to be unfamiliar with (and their accompanying definitions) have been included for each section. Encourage students to use the strategies on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.

	Text
	Gist
What is it 
mostly about?
	Unfamiliar 
Vocabulary
	Meaning/
Translation
(use a dictionary 
if you need to)

	Pages 2–8
· Beginning at “When I was younger …”
· Ending at “… make pictures in his mind.”
	William Carlos Williams grew up in New Jersey. He noticed and watched everything around him.
	notices

soothed


	observes, sees

calmed, comforted



	Pages 9–16
· Beginning at “One night, alone in his room …”
· Ending at “… still write poetry?”
	Williams was busier in high school but always had time to write. He wrote poems about the pictures he saw in his mind.
	rhythms

imitated

suited


	beat, pace

to attempt to resemble, mimic

appropriate for



	Pages 17–21
· Beginning at “At age nineteen …”
· Ending at “… stop writing poems.”
	Williams studied to be a doctor. He was a very busy doctor but continued writing poetry in his free time.
	continues

befriends

publishes
	goes on, keeps going

to be or act as a friend to someone 
to prepare or distribute for sale to the public


	Text
	Gist
What is it 
mostly about?
	Unfamiliar 
Vocabulary
	Meaning/
Translation
(use a dictionary 
if you need to)

	Pages 22–26
· Beginning at “On his prescription pads …”
· Ending at “… shaped them into poems.”
	Williams continued to write poems about things he heard, saw, and did.
	precious
	of great worth or value

	Pages 27–28
William Carlos Williams Timeline

	Three sections: When Williams’s poems were published, important events in Williams’s life, and important events
	continues

befriends

publishes
	goes on, keeps going

to be or act as a friend to someone

to prepare or distribute for sale to the public

	Page 29
Author’s Note

	William Carlos Williams is considered by many to be one of the most influential American poets.
	contribution

considered


	to play a part or add to a collective effort

to judge or regard as

	Page 30
Illustrator’s Note

	The illustrator explains how she learned about William Carlos Williams and the process she used to create the illustrations in the book.
	work

connected
interpretation

convey
	something made or accomplished by someone

related or associated

someone’s explanation of the meaning of something

to communicate or express


Compass Points

North (N)
North West (NW)
North East (NE)
West(W)
East (E)
South West (SW)
South East (SE)
South (S)
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MODULE LESSONS


Grade 4: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 5


Introducing Biographies: 


A River of Words
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