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Text-Dependent Questions:
Eight Days: A Story of Haiti

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.2, RL.5.4, L.5.4, L.5.5c

Directions: Work in your triads to read each question, reread the appropriate part of Eight Days: A Story of Haiti, discuss the response, and then record a response.
1. What happened to the narrator in this story? How do you know? (RL.5.1)       Sample student response: He was trapped underneath his house after an earthquake in Haiti. It says so on the first page of the book: “When I was pulled from under my house, eight days after the earthquake.…”
2. On page 1, the narrator, Junior, says, “I played in my mind.” What does he mean by this? (RL.5.1, RL.5.2)
Sample student response: He imagined playing. On the first day, for example, he imagined playing marbles. He did this to distract himself from the horrible situation he was in and to give him strength.
3. Who is Oscar, and what happened to him? You may have to infer the answer to this question. (RL.5.1)
Sample student response: On the first day, Junior explains that Oscar was his best friend. On the fifth day, the text says, Oscar went to sleep and never woke up, which we can infer means that he died.
4. How does Junior feel about what happened to Oscar? How do you know? (RL.5.1, RL.5.2) 
Sample student response: Junior is very upset. We know because he explains that he cried. He also explains on the seventh day that he thought about how much he missed Oscar.
5. a. On the second day, the text says, “When they came close to finding us.…” Close is a homograph, which is a group or pair of words that are spelled the same way but have different meanings. They may sound a little different when said aloud. What are two different meanings of the word close? Write the meanings below and circle the meaning of the word in the sentence above. (L.5.5c)
	Word
	Definition

	close
	a short distance away

	close
	to shut something


b. What are some synonyms and antonyms of the word close as it is used in Part A? (L.5.5c)
	Synonyms (words that mean something similar)
	Sample student responses: near, nearby

	Antonyms (words that mean the opposite)
	Sample student responses: far, distant


6. The note from the author says, “My five-year-old daughter, Mira, for example, was very concerned about her paternal grandmother.” What does paternal mean? Use a vocabulary strategy on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of this word. (L.5.5)
	Word
	Definition in your own words

	paternal
	of a father


7. The note from the author says, “So I carefully told her about a few people, among them some children, who had been miraculously rescued.” What root word do you recognize in miraculously? What do you think this word means based on the root? (L.5.5b)
	Word
	Definition in your own words

	miracle
	in an extremely lucky way
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Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Work in your triads to read each question, reread the appropriate part of Eight Days: A Story of Haiti, discuss the response, and then record a response.
8. What happened to the narrator in this story? How do you know? (RL.5.1)
	

	


9. On page 1, the narrator, Junior, says, “I played in my mind.” What does he mean by this? (RL.5.1, RL.5.2)
	

	


10. Who is Oscar, and what happened to him? You may have to infer the answer to this question. (RL.5.1)
	

	


11. How does Junior feel about what happened to Oscar? How do you know? (RL.5.1, RL.5.2)
	

	


12. a. On the second day, the text says, “When they came close to finding us.…” Close is a homograph, which is a group or pair of words that are spelled the same way but have different meanings. They may sound a little different when said aloud. What are two different meanings of the word close? Write the meanings below and circle the meaning of the word in the sentence above. (L.5.5c)
	Word
	Definition

	close
	

	close
	


b. What are some synonyms and antonyms of the word close as it is used in Part A? (L.5.5c)
	Synonyms (words that mean something similar)
	

	Antonyms (words that mean the opposite)
	


13. The note from the author says, “My five-year-old daughter, Mira, for example, was very concerned about her paternal grandmother.” What does paternal mean? Use a vocabulary strategy on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of this word. (L.5.5)
	Word
	Definition in your own words

	paternal
	


14. The note from the author says, “So I carefully told her about a few people, among them some children, who had been miraculously rescued.” What root word do you recognize in miraculously? What do you think this word means based on the root? (L.5.5b)
	Root
	Definition

	miracle
	


Exit Ticket:
Summarizing Eight Days: A Story of Haiti
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.2
Eight Days: A Story of Haiti by Edwidge Danticat is about a boy called Junior who is trapped under his house with his best friend after an earthquake for eight days until he is rescued. On each day that he is trapped, Junior imagines playing games with his friends and family and thinks about good times as if they are actually happening. For example, on the first day, he imagines playing marbles with his friends, and on the sixth day he imagines going to the countryside with his sister, as they do every summer. From the way Junior responds to the challenge, we understand the theme “imagination and memories can help you get through hardship and give you the strength to survive” because Junior uses his imagination and memories to get him through the hardship of being trapped. This is a useful lesson I might think about when I face hardship in the future.
Exit Ticket:
Summarizing Eight Days: A Story of Haiti
RL.5.1, RL.5.2
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Summary Sentence Frames
RL.5.1, RL.5.2
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
The text by _______________________________________ by _______________

_____________________________ is about ______________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

We understand the theme ____________________________________________

when _____________________________________________________________.

This is an example of the theme because _________________________________.[image: image1.emf]
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