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Tracking Progress: Research
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
Learning Target: I can gather information through research to build knowledge and answer research questions.
Standards I’m Tracking: W.4.7, W.4.8
1. How am I doing?
· For each criterion, self-assess by putting a check mark in the appropriate column.
· Write the number of each standard on a sticky note or flag. Then on your own writing, place each sticky note in an area that shows evidence you have met that criterion. Make sure you have evidence for each criterion. 
· Strive to be honest with yourself. Remember, your ability grows with your effort, so it’s fine if you aren’t there yet! 
You will receive feedback on different colored sticky notes/flags, and in a different colored pen on the checklist.

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Research
	4
Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	W.4.7
	I investigate different aspects of a topic to build knowledge and/or answer research questions.
	
	
	
	

	W.4.8
	I take notes and categorize information from print and digital sources.
	
	
	
	

	W.4.8
	I cite my sources.
	
	
	
	


2. How have I improved since I last worked on this skill?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Teacher Response:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

3. How can I improve next time?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Teacher Response:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

	Anchor Standards:
W.7
By the end of Grade 12, I will be able to: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
W.8
By the end of Grade 12, I will be able to: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.


Taking Action Research Note-catcher

RI.4.1, W.4.7, W.4.8
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Research question: How can kids take action to make a difference?

	Who took action?
	What problem was he or she trying to address?
	How did he or she take action?
	How did this action make a difference?
	Source

	Kayla Abramowitz
	Sadness kids feel while in the hospital
	She started an organization called Kayla Cares 4 Kids, which collects entertainment and educational items for kids and donates them to children’s hospitals.
	Her organization has collected more than 6,000 items in 33 states.
	“Kayla Abramowitz Speech” https://youtu.be/LbYlvGe0h2w 

	Jessica Carscadden, 4th grade
	Sadness kids feel while going through crisis
	She started a project called We Care Bears, which collects stuffed animals for fire stations. Firefighters use the stuffed animals to help comfort children in crisis.
	She has collected about 3,000 stuffed toys for children all over Southern California.
	“Making Hard Times Bear-able”

	Why is it important for kids to try to take action? Give at least two reasons. Support each reason with at least one specific example from your research.
Student responses will vary, but may include ideas like:
· Reason: It is important to improve our communities and contribute to a better world.
· Daniel Vasquez donated more than 3,000 books to at-risk youth in his community, giving kids in need books and promoting lifelong learning.
· Shanniel Turner raised money and started a scholarship that gives athletic shoes to kids in need, giving kids an equal opportunity to play sports.
· Madison started a beauty pageant for kids with special needs, giving kids an equal opportunity to celebrate everyone.
· Reason: It is important to make sure everyone has access to basic human rights.
· Claudette Colvin took a stand and refused to give up her seat on a bus to show that black people were equal to white people.
· Nathaniel raised money to help bring clean water to 30 schools, making sure kids have access to clean and safe water.
· Braeden started an organization that collects and distributes food to the homeless and hungry, making sure people in his community have access to healthy food.
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Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Researching How Kids Have Taken Action
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