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“Trees in Our Community,” Version 1

L.K.1e

(sung to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”)

Oak tree, oak tree, in the park.

See the ants crawl up the bark.

Willows grow beside the stream.

They keep water clear and clean.

Maple, maple, near the street.

Leaves change colors; it’s so neat!

Quaking Aspen outside a home,

Keeps it safe from wind and storm.

Paper birch trees on the path.

Use a stick to draw and scratch.

Trees in our community

Give the world joy and beauty.
Find a tree and then you’ll see

How lovely and helpful trees can be.

Written by Marisa Garcia for EL Education

Language Dive Guide: A Tree Is Nice
	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.

	Sentence
	A tree is nice because it makes shade. (from page 20 of A Tree Is Nice by Janice May Udry)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling because it addresses L.K.1f by modeling how to expand an idea with the word because, followed by a reason. It connects to the guiding question by encouraging students to think about why the author thinks trees are nice. Students practice orally constructing their own sentence with a reason why a tree is nice and apply the sentence structure to other contexts. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure because it makes shade. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of the sentence throughout the unit when discussing and writing about the reasons that people plant trees.

	Time
	10 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Guide: A Tree Is Nice
	A tree

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What is this sentence about?” a tree. (noun)

· A: “Why does the author use this word?” Janice May Udry means trees in general, not just one tree, which would be The. (indefinite article)

· Students can quietly stand in place and pretend to be trees.

	is nice

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “What does Janice May Udry say a tree is?” A tree is nice or pleasant. (adjective)

· Students can talk in pairs for 30 seconds about other words for nice. (lovely, pleasant, good, enjoyable)

	because it makes shade.

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Why does Janice May Udry say a tree is nice?” The author says it is nice because it makes shade. (dependent clause)  

· “How does a tree makes shade?” A tree makes shade or shadows with its branches and leaves covering the sun. (verb phrase) 

· “Why does the author use the word because?” to give a reason. (subordinate conjunction)  

· Select five students to quietly stand and stretch their arms to indicate branches and leaves making shade. All other students can sit quietly under them.  

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· A tree is nice because _________ [it gives us food/you can play there]. 

· To provide lighter support: Challenge students to use a different adjective and extend the frame: A tree is __________ because _________ [it gives us food] and _________ [you can play there]. 

· To provide heavier support: Provide a word bank, refer to the Guiding Question anchor chart for ideas and offer a model. 

· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to role-play the different activities they brainstormed to complete the sentence.


	A tree is nice because it makes shade.

	Reconstruct
	●
“How can you say this sentence in your own words?” A tree is nice because gives a cool place to sit.

●
“How does this Language Dive help us understand more about why the author thinks trees are nice?”  This sentence tells us that Udry thinks one reason trees are nice is that they provide shade. 

●
Underline A tree is nice with one color marker and because it makes shade with a different color marker.  Circle because with another marker. Ask the students why they think you did this and provide wait time. Explain that A tree is nice is Janice May Udry’s opinion, and because it makes shade is one of her reasons.

	Practice (Sentence)
	●
“How can we use this sentence structure to talk about something different from a tree? A  [book/pencil] is nice because  [it has pictures/you can draw with it]. 

— To provide lighter support: Consider offering the following ideas for sentence topics: a friend, a book, a pet, or a family member. 

— To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups. Add the nouns in students’ home languages to the Parts of Speech anchor chart.

●
Language Chunk Wall suggestions: 

· Nouns and noun phrases (people, places, things, ideas): A tree 

· Adjectives and adjectival phrases and clauses (describing nouns): is nice
· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): because it makes shade. 

· Language to talk about a reason: because it makes shade.


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: 
A Tree Is Nice 

	A tree

	is nice

	because it makes shade.
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade K: Module 4: Unit 2: Lesson 2


Reading, Speaking, and Listening: Focused Read-aloud:


A Tree Is Nice








© 2017 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image2.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	7



